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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


THE  Deputies  from  the  several  Synods  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  appointed  to  form  a  Constitution  of  a 
General  Synod,  met  in  Hagerstown,  in  the  State  of 
Maryland,  on  Sunday,  the  22d  day  of  October, 
A.  D.  1820.  Discourses  on  different  subjects,  in 
the  German  Language,  were  delivered  in  the  fore¬ 
noon  and  afternoon,  and  in  the  English  Language 
by  candlelight,  to  very  numerous  auditories,  and,  it 
is  hoped,  not  without  a  divine  blessing. 

On  Monday  forenoon,  at  9  o'clock,  the  special 
business  of  the  Convention  was  commenced  in  the 
Church,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kurtz,  of  Baltimore,  being 
called  to  the  chair,  and  the  Rev.  Pastor  Muhlen¬ 
berg,  of  Reading,  Pa.  appointed  Secretary.  After 
the  persons  assembled  had  united  with  the  Chair¬ 
man,  in  prayer  to  Him  who  is  the  source  of  all 
goodness,  holiness  and  wisdom,  the  certificates  from 
the  several  Synods  were  called  for,  and  it  appeared 
that  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  authorised 
to  sit  as  Deputies,  viz. 

From  the  Synod  of  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Rev.  Pastor  J.  G.  Sehmucker, 

Dr.  Lochman, 

Pastor  F.  W.  Geissenhainer. 


& 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Endress, 

Pastor  H.  A.  Mulilenbergf 
Mr.  Christian  Kunkel, 

Mr.  William  Hensel, 

Mr.  Peter  Stichter; 

From  the  Synod  in  the  State  of  NEW- YORK. 

The  Rev.  Pastor  Ph.  F.  Mayer, 

Pastor  F.  C.  Sell  seller  ; 

From  the  Synod  in  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Rev.  Pastor  Scbober, 

Pastor  Schmucker ; 

From  the  Synod  in  MARYLAND . 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Kurtz, 

Pastor  D.  F.  Schaeffer, 

Mr.  George  Schryock.  _ 

It  was  much  regretted  by  all  present,  that  from 
the  Synod  in  the  state  of  Ohio  the  expected  Deputies 
did  not  appear. 

On  motion,  and  after  some  deliberation,  it  was 
resolved,  that  in  the  Forming  and  Concluding  of  the 
Constitution,  the  Convention  shall  vote  by  Synods, 
each  Synod,  represented  in  this  body,  having  one 
vote. 

After  some  friendly  conversation,  concerning  the 
most  suitable  mode  of  effecting  the  object  oi  the 
Convention,  several  plans  of  a  Constitution,  intend¬ 
ed  to  serve  as  indexes  in  the  course  of  deliberation, 
were  read.  One  of  these  being  taken  up  for  the 
purpose  intended,  the  Convention  began  its  delibe¬ 
rations  and  continued  therein,  with  close  and  dili¬ 
gent  attention,  for  two  successive  days,  when  the 
following  Constitution  was,  in  all  its  parts,  unani¬ 
mously  agreed  to,  and  resolved  to  be  laid  before  the 
several  Synods  in  the  United  States  for  considera¬ 
tion,  adoption  and  confirmation. 


Of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  General  Synod  in  the 
United  States  of  North  America, 


JESUS  CHRIST,  the  Supreme  Head  of  His 
Church,  having  prescribed  no  special  Regulations 
concerning  Church  government,  and  every  sectional 
portion  of  the  Church  being  left  at  lull  liberty  to 
make  such  regulations  to  that  effect,  as  may  be  most 
adapted  to  its  situation  and  circumstances,  therefore. 

- Relying  upon  Hod  our  Father,  in  the  name  of 

our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  under  the  guidance  and  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Holy  Spiiit  in  the  "Word  of  God,  for 
the  promotion  of  the  practice  of  Brotherly  Love,  to 
the  furtherance  of  Christian  Concord,  to  the  firm  es¬ 
tablishment  and  continuance  of  the  Unity  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  in  the  bond  of  Peace - We,  the  Deputies  of 

the  “German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  the  neighbouring  States,”  of  the  “Ger¬ 
man  and  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  and  the  bordering  States,’’ 
of  the  “Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  in  the 
State  of  New-York  and  the  neighbouring  States  and 
Countries,”  and  of  the  “Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod 
of  Maryland,  Virginia,  &cv”  for  ourselves  and  our 
successors,  do  adopt  the  following  fundamental  arti¬ 
cles,  viz. 

ARTICLE  I. 

The  Name,  Style  and  Title  of  tills  Convention 
shall  be  :  The  Evangelical  Lutheran  General  Synod 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 
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ARTICLE  n. 

This  General  Synod  shall  consist  of  the  Depu¬ 
ties  from  the  several  Evangelical  Synodal  Conven¬ 
tions  in  the  United  States,  who  may  join  themselves 
thereunto  and  be  duly  acknowledged  as  members 
thereof,  in  the  following  ratio,  namely  : 

Every  Synodal  body,  or  Synod,  (whether  of 
Ministers  only,  or  of  Ministers  and  Lay  Deputies  to¬ 
gether)  containing  six  Ministers,  may  send  one;  if 
it  contain  fourteen,  two;  if  twenty-five,  three;  if 
forty,  four ;  if  sixty,  five ;  and  if  it  contain  eiglity- 
six  Ministers  or  upwards,  six  Deputies  of  the  rank 
of  ordained  Ministers  and  an  equal  number  of  Lay 
Deputies. 

Each  Deputy,  appearing  in  the  General  Synod 
according  to  this  ratio,  shall,  except  as  is  herein  af¬ 
ter  provided,  enjoy  an  equal  right  and  vote  with  all 
others.  Every  Synod  may  cliuse  its  Deputies  in 
such  a  way  and  manner  as  to  them  may  seem  pro¬ 
per,  and  shall  pay  the  travelling  expenses  of  the 
same  to  and  from  the  General  Synod,  until  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Synod  shall  have  established  for  itself  a  trea¬ 
sury,  from  which  the  future  expenses  may  be  dis¬ 
charged. 

ARTICLE  III. 

The  Business  of  the  General  Synod  shall  be 
as  follows,  namely : 

Section  i.  The  General  Synod  shall  look  into 
the  Proceedings  of  the  several  Synods  and  Ministe- 
riums  belonging  to  this  association,  in  order  that  they 
may  obtain  some  knowledge  of  the  existing  state  and 
condition  of  the  Church.  The  several  Synods  there¬ 
fore  shall  transmit  as  many  copies  of  their  proceed* 


ings  to  the  General  Synod,  as  there  shall  be  mem¬ 
bers  contained  in  the  General  Synod. 

Section  ii.  With  regard  to  all  Books  and 
Writings  proposed  for  common  and  public  use  in 
the  church,  the  General  Synod  shall  act  as  a  joint 
committee  of  the  special  Synods  and  Ministeriums, 
after  the  following  manner,  viz. 

1.  The  General  Synod  shall  examine  all  boohs  ' 
and  writings,  such  as  catechisms,  forms  of  liturgy, 
collections  of  hymns,  or  confessions  of  faith,  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  special  Synods  for  public  use,  and 
give  their  well  considered  advice,  counsel  or  opinion 
concerning  the  same.  No  Synod,  therefore,  and  no 
Ministerium,  standing  in  connexion  with  this  General 
Synod,  shall  set  forth  any  new  book  or  writing  of 
the  kind  above  mentioned,  for  public  use  in  the 
church,  without  having  previously  transmitted  a  full 
and  complete  copy  thereof  to  the  General  Synod, 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  their  said  advice,  coun¬ 
sel  or  opinion. 

2.  Whenever  the  General  Synod  shall  deem  it 
proper  or  necessary,  they  may  propose  to  the  Spe¬ 
cial  Synods  or  Ministeriums,  new  books  or  writings 
of  the  kind  mentioned  above,  for  general  or  special, 
common  or  public  use.  Every  proposal  of  the  kind, 
the  several  or  respective  Synods  and  Ministeriums 
shall  duly  consider,  and  if  they,  or  any  one  of  them, 
shall  be  of  opinion,  that  the  said  book  or  books, 
writing  or  writings,  will  not  conduce  to  the  end 
proposed,  then  and  in  such  a  case  it  is  hoped,  that 
the  reasons  of  such  opinion  will  be  transmitted  to 
the  next  convention  of  the  General  Synod,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  entered  on  their  journal. 

\  ’  3.  But  no  General  Synod  ean  be  allowed  to  pos¬ 

sess,  or  arrogate  unto  itself,  '•the  power  of  prescribe 
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ing  among  us  uniform  ceremonies  of  religion  for 
every  part  of  the  Church  f  or  to  introduce  such 
alterations  in  matters  appertaining  to  the  faith,  or 
to  the  mode  of  publishing  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
(the  Son  of  God,  and  ground  of  our  faith  and  hope) 
as  might  in  any  way  tend  to  burden  the  consciences 
of  the  brethren  in  Christ. 

Section  iii.  If  hereafter  twenty-five  ministers, 
dwelling  exclusively  together,  within  a  certain  mark¬ 
ed  boundary,  fifteen  of  whom  being  ordained  min¬ 
isters,  shall  apply  to  the  General  Synod  for  permis¬ 
sion  to  create  within  themselves  a  Special  Minis- 
terium,  and  the  Synod  or  Minisfcerium  to  which  they 
have  previously  belonged,  do  not,  upon  due  notice 
given  of  their  intention  so  to  apply,  make  any  seri¬ 
ous  or  important  objection,  then  the  General  Synod 
shall  have  power  to  grant  the  permission ;  and  if 
within  the  bounds  of  a  whole  state  no  special  Synod 
or  Ministerium  shall  yet  have  existed,  and  six  or¬ 
dained  ministers  residing  therein  shall  apply  for  per¬ 
mission  to  create  Within  themselves  a  special  Minis¬ 
terium,  the  General  Synod  shall  authorize  the  estab- 
lishment  of  a  new  Synod  and  Ministerium  within  the 
said  state.  But  until  the  permission  or  authority  be 
thus  formally  conceded,  no  Deputies  of  a  new  Synod 
or  Ministerium  shall  be  acknowledged  to  have  a  seat 
and  vote  in  the  General  Synod. 

v  Section  iv.  With  regard  to  the  Grades  in  the 
Ministry,  the  General  Synod  may  give  to  the  several 
Ministeriums  well  considered  advice,  wherein  the 
circumstances  of  time,  place  and  condition  must  be 
duly  contemplated,  and  a  beneficial  uniformity,  and 
actual  equality,  of  rank  among  the  several  ministers,, 
must,  as  much  as  possible,  be  had  in  view.  The  Ge¬ 
neral  Synod  shall  a)so  advise  such  rules  and  regula 


lions  among  the  several  Synods  and  Ministeriums,  as 
may  prevent  unpleasant  and  unfriendly  collisions, 
that  might  otherwise  arise  out  of  any  differences  of 
grades  existing  among  them,  or  from  any  whatever 
other  possible  causes. 

Section  v.  The  General  Synod  shall  not  be 
looked  upon  as  a  Tribunal  of  Appeal ;  it  may,  how¬ 
ever,  be  employed  in  the  following  cases  and  after 
the  following  manner : 

1.  The  General  Synod  may1'  give  advice  or 
opinion,  when  complaints  shall  be  brought  before 
them,  by  whole  Synods,  Ministeriums,  Congrega¬ 
tions,  or  individual  Ministers,  concerning  doctrine 
or  discipline.  They  shall  however  be  extremely 
careful,  that  the  consciences  of  the  Ministers  of  the 
Gospel  be  not  burdened  with  human  inventions,  laws 
or  devices,  and  that  11c  one  be  oppressed  by  reason 
of  differences  of  opinion. 

2.  If  Parties,  differing  in  matters  of  doctrine 
-and  discipline,  refer  the  cause  of  difference,  in  a 
brotherly  manner,  to  the  General  Synod,  they  shall 
institute  a  close  and  exact  scrutiny  and  examination 
thereof,  and  give  their  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
difference,  according  to  their  best  insight  of  rights 
equity,  brotherly  love  and  truth. 

'’S.  If  differences  between  Synods  be  referred, 
the  votes  thereon  shall  be  taken  by  Synods,  and 
the  referring  Synods  shall  have  no  vote. 

Section  vi.  The  General  Synod  may  devise 
plans  for  seminaries  of  education  and  missionary 
institutions,  as  well  as  for  the  aid  of  poor  ministers, 
and  the  widows  and  orphans  of  ministers,  and  en¬ 
deavour,  with  the  help  of  God,  to  <mrry  them  into 
'effect. 


B 


10 


Section  vii.  The  General  Synod  may  also 
institute  and  create  a  treasury  for  the  effectual  ad- 
vancement  of  its  purposes. 

Section  viii.  The  General  Synod  shall  apply 
all  their  powers,  their  prayers  and  their  means,  toward 
the  prevention  of  schisms  among  us,  and  be  sedu¬ 
lously  and  incessantly  regardful  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  times,  and  of  every  casual  rise  and  progress 
of  unity  of  sentiment  among  Christians  in  general, 
of  whatever  kind  or  denomination,  in  order  that  the 
blessed  opportunities  to  heal  the  wounds  and  schisms 
already  existing  in  the  Church  of  Christ  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  general  concord  and  unity,  may  not  pass  by 
neglected  and  unavailing. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  General  Synod  shall  choose,  from  among 
their  own  number,  a  president  and  a  secretary ;  and 
from  among  their  own  number  or  elsewhere,  as  soon 
as  it  may  be  necessary,  a  treasurer.  They  shall 
continue  in  office  until  the  next  succeeding  conven¬ 
tion.  The  same  person  is  at  all  times  re-eligible  as 
secretary  or  treasurer ;  but  no  one  may  be  elected 
president  more  than  two  conventions  in  succession, 
and  the  same  person  cannot  thereafter  be  elected  for 
the  two  successively  following  conventions. 

Section  i.  The  president  shall  act  as  chairman 
of  the  convention.  He  may  make  motions,  give  his 
opinion  and  vote  like  every  other  member.  With 
the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  minister  of  the 
place  where  the  convention  is  held,  he  shall  appoint 
the  several  preachers  during  the  convention.  He 
shall  subscribe  all  letters,  written  advices,  resolu¬ 
tions,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Synod.  In  extra- 
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ordinary  cases,  and  by  request  of  any  one  of  the 
acknowledged  Synods,  made  known  to  him  in  the 
form  of  a  synodal  or  ministerial  resolution,  he  may 
call  together  special  conventions  of  the  General 
Synod.  In  case  the  business  of  the  secretary  be¬ 
come  too  burdensome  for  one  person  to  execute,  he 
shall,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  secretary,  appoint 
an  assistant  secretary,  and  make  known  to  him  what 
portion  of  the  labours  he  ought  to  undertake. 

Section  ii.  The  secretary  shall  keep  a  journal 
of  the  proceedings,  write,  attest,  and  take  care  of  all 
the  documents  and  writings,  make  known  the  time 
and  place  of  the  convention,  by  the  medium  of  the 
public  prints,  at  least  three  months  beforehand,  and, 
in  the  special  or  extraordinary  cases  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  section,  he  shall  give  written  notice 
thereof  to  each  of  the  special  Synods  or  Ministe- 
riums. 

Section  hi.  If  the  president  or  secretary,  in  the 
intermediate  time  between  the  conventions,  depart 
this  life,  resign  his  office,  or  become  incapable  of 
executing  the  same,  the  next  in  office  shall  take  his 
place  and  perform  his  duties  ;  if  it  be  the  treasurer, 
then  the  president  shall  appoint  another  treasurer 
ad  interim  in  his  stead. 

Section  iv.  The  treasurer  shall  keep  account 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Synod.  He 
shall  give  receipts  for  all  monies  put  into  his  hands. 
He  shall  not  pay  any  money  out  of  his  hands  but  by 
order  of  the  president,  attested  by  the  secretary,  in 
pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Synod  to  that  effect. 
At  every  convention  of  the  Synod  he  shall  render 
account. 
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ARTICLE  V. 


The  course  of  business  shall  be  conducted  as 
follows,  viz. 

1.  The  deputies  shall  give  personal  notice  of 
tlieir  arrival  to  the  minister  of  the  place,  or  if  the  con¬ 
gregation  be  vacant  of  a  minister,  to  any  other  person 
appointed  by  the  congregation  for  the  purpose,  who 
shall  make  known  to  them  their  place  of  residence 
anrl  the  place  where  the  sessions  shall  be  held. 


~J'  (  2,  At  nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  first 
week-day  of  the  time  of  convocation,  the  sessions 
shall  begin  and  be  opened  with  prayer. 

3.  The  president  elected  by  the  former  conven-  ! 
tion  shall  act  as  chairman  till  another  president  be  | 
chosen.  In  case  of  his  absence,  the  persons  present  < 
may,  on  motion  made  and  seconded,  appoint  another 
in  his  stead, 

4.  The  members  shall  give  in  to  the  chairman  ! 
their  attestations  or  certificates.  For  all  the  deputies  j 
from  any  one  particular  Synod  one  certificate  signed 
by  the  president  and  attested  by  the  secretary  of  j 
that  Synod,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient,  and  all  the 
members  of  the  same  Synod  shall  sit  together. 

5.  If  a  majority  of  the  deputies,  of  a  majority 
of  the  Synods  attached  to  the  General  Synod,  be 
present,  the  business  shall  go  on.  If  this  proportion 
he  lacking,  the  members  present  may  from  time  to  j 
time  postpone  the  sessions  of  the  convention. 

6.  The  president,  secretary  and  treasurer  shall 
he  elected  by  ballot,  on  the  first  day  of  the  sessions 
and  so  soon  as  the  members  shall  have  given  in  their  i 
certificates. 

7*  The  proceedings  of  the  former  convention 
shall  be  read  by  the  secretary. 


8.  Hereupon  follow  the  several  portions  of  bu¬ 
siness  according  to  Article  3d,  section  for  section. 

9.  Now  other  mixed  motions  may  be  made,, 
concerning  the  subjects  already  discussed,  or  any 
other  matters  that  may  occur. 

10.  In  conclusion  the  Synod  shall  appoint,  by 
ballot,  the  time  and  .place  of  the  next  convention, 
observing  at  all  times,  however,  that  one  convention 
at  least,  be  held  every  three  years. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

The  General  Synod  may  make  whatever  by¬ 
laws  they  may  deem  necessary,  provided  only  that 
the  said  by-laws  do  not  contradict  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

No  alterations  of  this  constitution  may  be  made 
except  by  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Synods 
attached  to  this  convention ;  notice  of  the  intended 
alteration  having  been  given  to  the  said  Synods  at 
least  two  years  previous  to  the  final  adoption  thereof. 

J.  G.  Schmucker, 

Geo.  Locum  an, 

Christian  Endress, 

F.  W.  Geisseniiainer, 

H.  A.  Muhlenberg, 

Chr.  Kunkel, 

Wm.  Hen  sel,  . 

Peter  Stichter, 

Ph.  F.  Mayer, 

F.  C.  SCHiEFFER, 

Gottl.  Schober, 

Peter  Schmucker, 

Daniel  Kurtz, 

D.  F.  Sc  HiEFFER, 

Geo.  Sciieyock, 


i 


-  Of  Pennsylvania. 


Of  New  York-. 
Of  N orth  Carolina. 


Of  Maryland. 
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The  foregoing  constitution  being  completed  and 
adopted,  the  convention  resolved  unanimously  : 

1.  That  in  case  one  or  more  of  the  Synods  shall 
not  be  satisfied  with  every  part  of  this  constitution, 
and  make  known  to  the  chairman  of  this  convention 
a  conditional  adoption  thereof,  the  chairman  shall 
communicate  the  circumstance  to  the  other  Synods, 
and  the  General  Synod  may  in  its  next  convention 
deliberate  thereon,  and  shall,  in  the  adoption  or 
rejection  of  the  proposed  condition,  vote  by  Synods. 

2.  That,  if  three  of  the  Synods  here  repre¬ 
sented,  shall  have  confirmed  this  constitution,  the 
chairman  shall  give  public  notice  that  the  next 
General  Synod  convene  in  Fredericktown,  in  the 
state  of  Maryland,  on  the  third  Monday  in  October, 
Anno  Domini,  1881. 

3.  That  of  these  proceedings,  together  with  the 
constitution  formed,  500  copies  be  printed  in  the 
German  and  850  copies  in  the  English  language ; 
that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Endress  translate  the  same  into 
the  English  language  ;  and  that  the  chairman  of  this 
convention  transmit  to  the  presidents  of  the  several 
Synods  a  sufficient  number  of  copies,  that  each  of 
the  ministers  belonging  to  the  said  Synods  may 
procure  one  English  and  one  German  copy  thereof. 

4.  That  the  chairman  of  this  convention  address 
a  friendly  letter  to  the  president  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio, 
encouraging  him,  if  possible,  to  prevail  on  the  said 
Synod  to  unite  with  their  brethren  in  the  adoption 
of  this  constitution. 

5.  That,  in  pursuance  of  the  6th  section  of 
article  3d  of  this  constitution,  and  fondly  hoping  that 
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the  several  Synods  will  confirm  the  same,  three 
committees  be  appointed  to  set  the  business  of  that 
section  into  proper  train. 

The  following  were  appointed  for  the  said  com¬ 
mittees  : 

i.  To  form  a  Plan  for  a  Seminary  of  Education. 

Pastor  J.  G  Schmucker, 

Dr.  Lochman, 

Dr.  Endress, 

Pastor  Geissenhainer, 

PcHkor  Muhlenberg, 

3.  To  form  a  Plan  of  a  Missionary  Institution. 
Dr.  Kurtz, 

Pastor  J.  G.  Schmucker, 

Pastor  D.  F.  Schteffer, 

Pastor  B.  Kurtz, 

Pastor  Reck. 

3.  To  form  a  Plan  in  aid  of  poor  Ministers ,  and 
Ministers 9  Widows  and  Orphans. 

Pastor  Ph.  F.  Mayer, 

Pastor  F.  C.  Schaeffer, 

Pastor  J.  Becker, 

Pastor  F.  W.  Geissenhainer. 

Done  and  concluded  at  Hagerstown,  in  the 
state  of  Maryland,  October  34th,  A.  D.  1830. 

DANIEL  KURTZ ,  Chairman , 

ATTEST, 

H.  A.  MUHLENBERG .  Secretary . 


/ 


MINUTE  S 


OF  THE 

GENERAL  SYNOD 

OF  THE 

EVANGELICAL 

sbumom&s?  siiumssia 

IN  THE 

UNITED  STATES, 

CONVENED  AT  FREDERICKTOWN— MC- 

oct.  21,  22,  23,  1821. 


LANCASTER, 


PRINTED  BY  J.  SCHNEE 


it  ■  j1 


■  •-  ■ 

1  .  ■  -a 


;t  t  •  r  •?  . 


.  .f 


.  i  '  •  -  r1.  -  '•  V 


'  / 


*  -  ••  '  '  * 


.  •  ^  >•  »  .  i 

, 

f  v«c 


v  '  'V>  v;J  >•.*  •• 

■;v\  , 


:  AM' 

•t 


*  T  r  ■ 


■■  *  V; '  - 


¥S  .  . . • 


/ 


M I N  U  T  E  S  4‘c. 

This  being  the  day  appointed,  for  the  meeting 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  General  Synod,  the 
Clergy  and  the  Lay-delegates  assembled  in  the 
Lu  theran  Church  at  10  o’clock  A.  M. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Lochman,  performed  the  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  morning  in  the  German  language. 
The  Rev.  J.  G.  Schmucker  officiated  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  in  German,  and  Dr.  En dress  in  the  eve¬ 
ning  in  the  English  language.  Divine  service 
was  .conducted  in  the  German  Reformed  Church, 
in  the  forenoon,  by  the  Rev.  G.  Shober. 

October  22?  9  o'clock . 

The  Clergy  and  Lay-delegates  met.  The 
Rev.  G.  Shober  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  in¬ 
troduced  the  business  of  the  day,  with  a  fervent 
prayer.  Upon  an  examination  of  the  certificates, 
and  minutes  of  the  several  Synods  it  appeared, 
that  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  authori¬ 
sed,  to  sit  as  members  of  the  Synod  : 

From  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania? 

The  Rev.  J.  G.  Schmucker 
Dr.  G.  Lochman 
Dr.  C.’Endress. 

Charles  A.  Barnilz  Esq. 
au  F.  Shlrrets  Esq 

P  Bruit.  Esq. 
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From  the  Synod  of  North  Cctrolim 

The  Rev.  G.  Sliober 
I).  Sch  erer. 

From  the  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

The  Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  A.  M. 

John  Fibert  Esq. 

On  account  of  the  prevailing  epidemic;  and  an 
error  in  the  advertisement  of  the  newspapers  coin 
eerning  the  time  of  meeting,  there  were  absent, 
four  deputies  elected  by  the  Synod  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  two  by  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina,  and 
two  by  the  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia. 
From  the  Synods  of  Newyork  &  Ohio  no  depu¬ 
ties  attended.  A  quorum  however  was  present. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  that  the  following 
be  adopted  as  a  rule  of  this  Synod  :  7?No 
person  shall  be  considered  as  elected  to  any  of¬ 
fice  in  this  Synod,  who  has  not  received  a  major¬ 
ity  of  the  votes  of  the  attending  members. v 

Mesolved ,  that  this  Synod  do  now  proceed  to 
the  election  of  a  President  &  Secretary.  The 
ballots  being  counted,  it  appeared  that  the  Rev. 
I)r.  Lochman ,  was  duly  elected  President,  and 
David  F.  Schoeffer  Secretary. 

The  Minutes  of  the  convention,  assembled  at 
Hagerstown  Oct.  18S0,  for  the  purpose  of  form¬ 
ing  a  constitution  for  a  general  Synod,  were  read. 

Mesolved ,  That,  committees  be  appointed,  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  proceedings  of  the  several  Sy¬ 
nods  and  report  thereon.  The  President 
accordingly  appointed  the  Rev.  G.  Shober 
&  C.  Barnitz  Esq.  to#  examine  tjjose  of 
the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania.  Rev.  J.  G. 
Schmucker  &  John  Ebert  Esq.  those  of 


tbeSynod  of  North  Carolina  8£  the  Rev. Dr. 
En dress  &  F.  Sherrets  Esq.  those  of  the 
Synod  of  Maryland  &  Virginia. 

Resolved,  that,  the  present  state  of  our  church 
requiring  it,  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
compose  an  cnglish^t&ihi&m?  and  to  of- 
ferToeTthe  consideration  of  the  next  ge-  . 
neral  Synod. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Endress,  Schmueker,  Sho- 
ber,  Locliman  and  $ch»ffer,  were  accordingly 
appointed. 

Prayers  by  the  President. 

Adjourned  to  3  o’clock  P  M. 


3  o’clock,  P. 

Prayers  by  the  President. 

Resolved ,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  seve¬ 
ral  Synods,  in  which  the  orders  ot  dea¬ 
cons,  &  candidates  with  power  to  admini¬ 
ster  the  Sacraments, exist,  not  to  retain  said 
orders  any  longer  than  the  exigency  of 
the  times  may  require. 

The  Rev.  Riemensclmeider  from  Virginia  ap  * 
peared,  and  stated,  that  he  considered  himself  ag-  J 
grieved,  by  certain  resolutions  passed  by  the  Sy- 
nod  of  Maryland.  &  Virginia,  touching  a  differ-  I 
ence  between  himself  and  the  Rev.  Meyerheffer.  4 
and  laid  on  the  table  certain  documents  in  liis  | 
own  defence. 

.Resolved ,  that,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Schmuckeiy 
Shober,  Scherer,  &  Messrs.  Barnitz  and 
Sherrets,  be  a  committee  to  investigate  the 
nature  of  the  grievance,  to  report  there¬ 
on  to  this  Synod. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  appointed  to  iorm 
a  plan  for  a  theological  seminary  was  read,  and 
the  consideration  thereof  deferred  until  to  mor¬ 
row. 


Prayers  by  the  Rev.  Schrn  acker. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  9  o’clock  A.  M. 

This  evening  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shober  delivered 
■•a  discourse  in  the  English  language. 

j|  .  —  —  ■  ■■  1  ~ 


October  23,  9  o'clock  JL  M 

I  he  Synod  met  according  to  adjournment,  A 
was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  President. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Pro 
ceedings  of  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania  reported, 
that  at  the  sessions  of  said  Synod,  which  com¬ 
menced  on  the  18th  of  July  last  &  closed  on  the 
21st,  there  were  present' 24  Pastors,  12  Deacons. 
12  Candidates,  &  25  hay- delegates.  That  the  mi¬ 
nistry  of  that  body  consists  of  85  members.  That 
the  Ministers  present  baptized  in  the  year  preced¬ 
ing  the  session,  5268  children,  confirmed 2203  per 
sons,  administered  the  Lord’s  Supper  to  26,860, 
buiied  1 62 o,  and  had  under  their  care  29 5 
schools.  1  he  committee  expressed  much  regret, 
that  many  of  the  absent  Ministers  ofthe  saidSy- 
pnod,  neglected  to  furnish  their  Secretary  with 
Ithe  parochial  reports  from  their  respective  eon- 
piegations,  as,  from  certain  data,  the  committee 
infers,  that  at  least  *1500  persons  were  confirmed 
In  the  congregations  under  the  care  of  the  said 
£>ynod. 

Phe  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Synod  of  Maryland  &  Virginia, 
leported  :  That  said  Synod  was  duly  organized 
on  the  11  &  12  of  Oct.  1<S20  by  11  Ministers  and 
7  Lay-delegates ;  that  the  first  synodical  meeting 
was  held  at  Fredericktown,  on  the  2,  3,  &  dth  of 
September  1821  ;  that  there  were  then  present 
15  Ministers  and  13  Lay.  delegates;  that  the  said 


Ministers  baptized  during  the  preceding  year 
1719  children,  confirmed  580  persons,  admini¬ 
stered  the  Lord’s  sapper  to  5168,  buried  809,  & 
had  under  their  care  40  schools. 

The  Committee  further  reported  :  That  the 
utmost  harmony  prevailed  at  flic  sessions  of  the 
said  Synod,  and  that  they  have  satisfactory  evi-v 
dense that  the  great  shepherd  of  souls  smiles  up-v 
on,  and  imparts  his  blessings  to  that  part  of  our 
church. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Shober  and  Scherer  gave 
a  succinct  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Synod  of  North  Carolina,  stating  that  they  had 
hoped  to  furnish  each  member  of  this  Synod, 
with,  a  copy  of  their  minutes,  but  that  the  Printer 
had  disappointed  them. 

Resolved,  that  as  soon  as  the  Secretary  is  trnish- 
ed  with  a  printed  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  Synod 
ot  North  Carolina,  it  shall  be  his  duty,  to  add  an 
epitome  thereof,  to  the  minutes  of  this  Synod. 

(See  appendix.) 

Alter  some  conversation  and  deliberation  upon 
(lie  state  of  our  church,  in  the  more  remote  parts 
of  the  United  States,  it  was  stated,  that  some 
Clergymen  had  undertaken  to  ordain  others,  with¬ 
out  the  consent  of  their  miuisterium  ;  and  the 
Question  was  laid  before  the  Synod  :  ”  Whether, 
in  the  present  state  of  our  church,  an  ordination 
performed  by  individual  Preachers  without  per¬ 
mission  granted  by  their  Ministeriuni,  ought  to 
be  acknowledged  as  authorized  in  our  connec¬ 
tion.  To  this  Question  the  Synod,  on  due  deli¬ 
beration,  answered  unanimously  in  the  Nega¬ 
tive. 

The  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
case,  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  this  Synod 
by  the  Rev..  Riemensclmeider,  reported  :  That 
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they  had  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  & 
upon  'mature  reflection,  offered  the  following  re¬ 
solution,  for  adoption  by  the  Synod,  viz. 

Resolved ,  That,  as  the  Rev.  Riemenselineider 
produced  new  testimony  on  his  part, 
which  Avas  not  before  the  Synod  of  Mary 
land  &  Virginia,  and,  as  he  could  not 
meet  the  said  Synod,  according  to  the  ad¬ 
vice  given  him  by  the  Synod  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  his  case  be  again  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  the  said  Synod  of  Mary¬ 
land  &  Virginia  with  the  advice  of  this  Sy¬ 
nod,  that  the  Synod  of  Maryland  &  Vir¬ 
ginia  reconsider  this  affair  in  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  both  the  parties.  Adopted. 

Resolved ,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  com¬ 
pose,  according  to  its  best  judgement,  a 
pastoral  letter,  and  to  issue  it,  as  early  as 
possible,  to  all  our  congregations  in  the 
United  States,  in  the  name  of  the  General 
Synod. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Locliman,  Schmucker, 

*  Undress  &  Schaeffer  were  duly  elected,  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  said  committee. 

Resolved ,  that,  500  copies  of  the  Pastoral  letter 
be  printed  in  flic  English,  and  an  equal 
number  in  the  German  language. 

Resolved,  that  300  copies  of  the  minutes  of  this 
Synod  be  printed  in  the  German,  and  &00 
in  the  English  language. 

Resolved,  that  the  expenses  of  printing,  be  ap¬ 
portioned  among  the  different  Synods,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  number  of  Ministers  in 
each  of  them. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  expedient,  to  elect  a  treasu¬ 
rer  for  this  Synod,  with  full  power,  to 
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receive  all  donations  and  contributions, 
which  may  he  made,  for  the  benefit  of  our 
church  in  the  United  States. 

Charles  A.  Barnitz  Esq.  of  York  in  Pennsyl* 
vania,  was  unanimously  elected, 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Geissenhainer 
was  read  ;  the  Synod  was  highly  gratified  with 
it,  and  regretted  that  circumstances  prevented 
him  from  attending  this  Synod.  His  views,  as 
regards  the  establishment  of  a  theological  semi¬ 
nary,  almost  throughout  coincided  with  those  of 
the  committee,  appointed  to  form  a  plan  for  the.-V^ 
said  seminary.  V 

The  report  of  the  said  committee  was  now  dis¬ 
cussed,  and  finally  adopted,  nem.  con.  viz. 

1*  That  the  committee  could  not  conceive  of  a 
plan,  for  the  establishment  of  a  Theological  Se-  , 
minary,  by  which  the  object  of  such  an  institu¬ 
tion  could  fully  he  obtained,  and  which  would 
not  at  the  same  time,  require  a  much  greater  ex 
ertion,  than  the  present  wants  appear  to  justify. 

2.  That,  for  the  reason  already  stated,  and 
on  account  of  the  present  pressure  of  the  times, 
it  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  committee,  that 
the  establishment  of  a  Theological  seminary 
may  very  justly  be  deferred,  for  several  years. 

•i 

3.  But,  the  committee  is  of  opinion,  that,  after 
a  lapse  of  several  years,  the  establishment  of  such 
a  seminary  will  not  only  be  necessary,  hut  with 
the  aid  of  God  feasible. 

4.  It  is  further  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
that  seasonable  preparations  should  he  commen¬ 
ced,  in  anticipation  of  so  important  an  underta¬ 
king  viz. 


1 . )  That  it  be  made  the  duty  of  every  Minister 
in  our  connection,  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  his  congregation,  upon  this  sub 
ject. 

2. )  That  arrangements  ought  to  be  made  at  an 
early  day,  for  the  establishment  of  a  well  se¬ 
lected  and  extensive  Library,  for  the  use  oi 
the  seminary  intended  to  be  established. 


3.)  That,  in  order  to  effect  this,  various  public 
Theological  libraries  upon  a  small  scale  ought 
to  be  established  in  different  places,  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Synod,  which,  in  the  mean 
time,  could  be  used  by  Ministers  and  Students, 
and  ultimately  incorporated  into  a  general  li¬ 
brary. 


5.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Sy¬ 
nods,  to  admit  for  the  present,  no  young  man,  to 
the  study  of  Theology,  before  he  has  obtained  a 
diploma,  or  some  similar  testimonial,  from  a  pub¬ 
lic  institution,  wherein  the  usual  branches  of 
science  are  taught  ;  or  before  be  lias  been  exam 
inedin  such  branches,  &  found  sufficiently  qual¬ 
ified,  by  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose. 


6.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Sy¬ 
nods  in  our  connection,  to  nominate,  as  teachers 
of  certain  special  branches  of  Theology,  particu¬ 
lar  persons,  and  to  recommend  to  them  certain 
and  suitable  Text  books  and  systems  of  each 
branch,  so  that  the  students  may  obtain  instruc¬ 
tion  in  the  different  branches,  from  different  per. 
sens,  and  no  one  impose  upon  himself  too  much 
iu  the  important  province  of  educating  young 
men  for  the  ministry, 


The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  form 
a  plan  of  a  missionary  institution  was  read  ;  13ut 
a  majority  of  said  committee  being  absent,  it  was 
resolved  to  postpone  the  consideration  thereof, 
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and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  same  committee, 
to  make  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  synod. 


Resolved,  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to 
the  several  Synods,  to  send  in  the  mean 
time,  one  or  more  missionaries  to  such  parts 
of  the  country,  as  in  their  opinion  may 
stand  most  in  need  of  them. 


Prayers  by  Mr.  Shober. 
Adjourned  to  3  o’clock  P.  M. 


3  o'clock  P .  M. 
Prayers  by  the  President. 


A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stauch  of  Ohio 
was  read. 

Resolved ,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Schmucker  answer 
the  said  letter. 

Resolved ,  that  as  many  copies  of  the  Pastoral 
letter,  and  of  these  minutes,  be  sent  to  the 
Synod  of  Ohio,  as  there  are  ministers  in 
connection  with  said  Synod. 

All  the  business,  with  which  the  Synod  could 
engage,  being  now  accomplished,  the  time  and 
place  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  general  Synod 
was  determined  by  ballot  viz. 

On  the  3d  Sunday  of  October  A.  D.  1823  at 
Fredericktown  Maryland* 


I 

I 


After  singing  a  hymn,  the  Ministers  and 
Lay-delegates  present,  on  bended  knees,  united 
with  the  Rev.  President  in  closing  the  session 
with  a  most  fervent  and  pathetic  prayer. 


The  greatest  cordiality,  and  uninteruptefc 
harmony,  prevailed  throuhgouf  the  sessions.. 


That  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  Mi¬ 
nutes  of  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  held  at  Fredericktown  Octo¬ 
ber  1821,  is  certified  by 

David  F.  Sclmffer ,  Sec’y. 


A  P  P  E  X  B  I  X. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina . 


From  the  minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina,  it 
appears,  that  said  Synod  met  on  the  17th  of  June  1821, 
at  Laos’  Church.  There  were  present  13  Ministers,  and 
9  Lay-delegates.  The  Ministers  present  had  baptized 
during  the  preceding  year  578  children,  47  adults,  con¬ 
firmed  220,  buried  10S.  The  number  of  communicants 
is  not  reported. 

A  committee  from  the  Episcopal  church  attended  the 
said  Synod,  with  a  view  to  confer  on  some  plan,  by  which 
a  good  understanding  might  be  maintained  between  the 
two  respective  churches.  The  Synod  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  confer  mith  them. 

The  result  of  the  conference  was  :  “that  any  Minister, 
in  connection  w  ith  the  synod,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  the  Episcopal  convention  of  North  Carolina  with  the 
priv  ilege  of  voting  upon  all  subjects,  that,  do  not  apper¬ 
tain  to  the  Episcopal  church,  and  vice  versa.  The  com¬ 
mittee  on  behalf  of  the  Episcopal  church,  also  offered  to 
the  Synod,  to  educate  and  prepare  for  the  Ministry,  gra¬ 
tuitously,  any  Student,  it  might  recommend,  at  their  Se¬ 
minary  in  Newhaven. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  evident,  that  our  church  in  North 
Carolina,  enjoys  the  favour  of  our  Lord,  and  in  defiance 
of  various  difficulties,  continues  to  increase;  but  it  is  also 
evident,  that  the  harvest  is  great,  and  the  labourers  few. 

At  this  Synod  a  very  interesting  letter  was  received, 
from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bergman,  w  ho  has  charge  of  a  respect¬ 
able  congregation,  at  Ebenezer,  in  tbe  State  of  Georgia. 
1  correspondence  was  commenced,  between  the  Sy¬ 
nod  and  Mr  Bergman,  from  which  much  information 
may  be  expected,  respecting  the  state  of  our  church  in 
those  remote  parts  of  our  country. 
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MINUTES  of  the  SECOND  GENERAL  SYNOD 
of  tub  EV.  LUTH.  CHURCH,  &c. 


THE  Clergy  k  Lay- delegates,  elected  by  the  several 
Synods  as  members  of  the  Ev.  Lutheran  General  Synod, 
assembled  in  the  Lutheran  church  on  Sunday  at  11  o’clock 
A.  M.  where  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Schmucker  delivered  an 
impressive  discourse.  The  Rev.  J.  Sherer  preached 
in  the  afternoon,  and  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Schmucker  at  can¬ 
dlelight. 

Monday,  Oct.  20th,  9  o’clock  A.  M. 

The  session  was  opened  by  singing  a  hymn,  and  prayer 
to  the  great  Shepherd  of  souls.  The  minutes  of  the 
Synods  and  letters  introductory  were  then  laid  on  the 
table,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  following  brethren 
were  elected  as  delegates  from  the  different  district 
Synods  : 


Rev.  Daniel  Siierer, 

-  Jacob  Sherer, 

Mr.  Michael  Miller, 

Peter  Summer, 

Rev.  Peter  Schmucker, 

-  J.  Steck, 


;  from  the  Synod  of 
North- Carolina. 

J 

Synod  of  Ohio. 

J 


Rev.  Daniel  Kurtz,  D.  D. 

_  David  F.  Schaeffer,  A.  M. 
Mr.  John  Ebert,  Esq. 

John  Albert, 


1  from  the  Synod  oi 
Maryland 
>  k 

Virginia. 


CO 


Rev. 


J 


Rev. 

Mr. 


appointed  by  the  Conference 
J.  G.  Schmucker,  •  of  the  ministers  west  of  the 
J.  Herbst,  |  Susquehanna  belonging  to 

the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania. 

were  appointed  by  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Synod  of 
Maryland  &  Virginia, 
r ice  two  absent  de¬ 
legates  ofsaid  Synod. 


S.  S.  Schmucker, 
F.  Lceiir, 


A.  M. 
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Several  delegates  were  absent  in  consequence  of  in¬ 
disposition,  but  a  representation  ot  a  majority  ot  the  Syn¬ 
ods  in  connexion  with  the  General  Synod  being  present, 
the  brethren,  in  reliance  on  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spi¬ 
rit,  proceeded  to  business.  The  Synod  proceeded  to  bal¬ 
lot  for  its  officers,  upon  which  it  appeared  that  the  follow¬ 
ing  persons  were  elected  : 

Rev.  D.  Kurtz,  D.  D.  President. 

-  D.  F.  Schaeffer.  A.  M.  Secretary. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Barnitz,  Esq.  Treasurer. 


The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  C.  A.  Barnitz, 
Treasurer  of  this  Synod,  reporting  that  no  money  had 
yet  been  sent  to  the  Treasury,  and  expressing  his  best 
wishes  and  the  assurance  of  his  most  earnest  prayers  for 
the  prosperity  of  this  Synod. 

Resolved  :  that  the  Secretary  address  a  letter  of  thanks  to 
our  Brother  C.  A.  Barnitz,  Esq. 

The  minutes  of  the  General  Synod  of  1821  were  then  read. 

The  Rev.  J.  G.  Schmucker  A  Rev.  J.  Herbst  now  pre¬ 
sented  themselves  as  a  deputation  of  the  Special  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Synod,  residing 
west  of  the  Susquehanna,  held  at  York,  Oct.  6th  7th  1823, 
and  laid  on  the  table  the  minutes  of  said  Conference. 
Resolved :  that  this  Synod  is  highly  gratified  by  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  this  respectable  deputation,  together  with  the 
minutes  of  the  Special  Conference,  and  more  especial¬ 
ly  with  the  resolutions  contained  in  them  in  support  of 
the  General  Synod. 

The  Rev.  J.  G,  Schmucker  reported,  that  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  last  General  Synod  to  compose  and  sub- 


mitto  this  Synod  a  Catechism,  bad  attended  to  the  duty  as¬ 
signed  them,  and  laid  upon  the  table  a  copy  of  the  result 
v  of  their  labours. 

Resolved  1.  That  the  above  committee  arc  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  this  Synod,  for  the  attention  be¬ 
stowed  by  them  on  this  important  business. 

2.  That,  as  the  General  Synod  do  not  deem  it 
expedient  at  the  present  session  to  adopt  a 
Catechism  for  publication,  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  examine  the  materials  reported, 
and  to  report  thereon,  with  such  remarks  and 
additions  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  next  General  Synod. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  G.  Sehober,  S.  S.  Schmueker,  D.  F. 
Schaeffer  and  J.  Herbst  were  appointed  as  the  committee. 

The  minutes  of  the  several  Synods  were  distributed  to 
different  committees,  with  directions  to  report  such  parts 
of  their  contents  as  properly  claim  the  attention  of  this 
Synod.  Prayer  being  offered,  the  Synod  adjourned  to 
3  o’clock  P.  M. 

Monday  afternoon,  3  o'clock. 

The  session  being  opened  with  prayer,  (he  different  re¬ 
ports  upon  the  minutes  of  the  several  Synods  were  read, 
whereupon  it  was  resolved  : 

1.  That  the  substance  of  these  reports  he  embodied  in  a 
general  address,  in  the  name  of  the  General  Synod,  to 
our  several  Churches. 

2.  That  for  this  purpose  a  committee  be  appointed,  who 
shall  add  such  other  facts  and  observations,  as  may 
be  deemed  interesting  and  profitable  totiic  Churches. 

3.  That  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Schmueker  and  the  Secretary 
compose  the  committee,  and  report  to  this  Synod  as 
early  as  practicable. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  offered  and  unani¬ 
mously  adopted  : 

Resolved  :  “  that  it  is  witli  feelings  of  the  deepest  regret 
that  we  leam  from  the  minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Pennsvl- 
vania,  that  they  were  induced  by  peculiar  circumstances, 
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for  the  present,  to  recede  from  an  institution,  which  they 
aided  in  establishing,  &  which  they  still  profess  to  regard 
as  proper  and  highly  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the 
Church  :  but  that  this  Synod  entertain  the  highest  con¬ 
fidence  in  their  brethren  of  Pennsylvania,  and  confidently 
trust,  that  they  will  without  delay  resume  their  connexion 
with  the  General  Synod. 

The  delegates  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  then  offered 
for  consideration  the  following  resolutions,  as  proposed  by 
their  Synod,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Res.  1.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  elected  (of  which  the 
President  of  t  he  General  Synod  shall  be  ex-officio 
a  member)  who  shall  be  entitled  “  The  Committee 
of  Foreign  Correspondence.  ” 

o.  That  this  committee  shall  enter  on  and  maintain 
a  correspondence  in  the  name  of  the  General 
Synod,  with  the  Principals  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  Germany,  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  particularly 
with  the  directors  of  the  orphan  house  at  Halle, 
and  the  Principal  of  the  University  of  Goettingen. 

S.  The  subject  of  this  correspondence  shall  be,  to 
communicate  and  to  obtain  correct  information 
relative  to  th'  spiritual  prosperity  of  our  Church, 
in  the  several  empires,  kingdoms  and  places  above 
mentioned,  to  promote  the  unity  ot  the  Church, 
and  to  invite  the  prayers  and  exertions  of  each  o- 
ther,  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
the  world. 

4.  That  this  committee  report  at  the  meeting  of  every 
General  Synod. 

5.  That  from  the  reports  of  this  committee,  extracts 
shall  be  given  and  printed  in  the  minutes  of  the 
General  Synod,  and  that  from  these  letters,  cor¬ 
respondence  &c.  and  all  other  authentic  sources, 
an  account  of  the  state  of  our  Church  throughout 
the  world,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  published 
with  the  minutes. 

G.  That  the  expenses  of  this  correspondence  be  de¬ 
frayed  from  the  treasury  of  the  General  Synod. 


To  this  committee  were  elected  Rev.  J.  G.  Schmucker 
and  G.  Schober.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Kurtz,  being  Pres,  of 
this  Synod,  is  ex-officio  a  member  during  his  presidency. 

The  Rev.  S.  S.  Schmucker  reported,  that  the  Synod  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia  had,  agreeably  to  the  advice  of 
the  General  Synod,  reconsidered  the  case  of  the  Rev. 
Riemenschneider,  and,  that  after  the  most  mature  de¬ 
liberation  they  had  confirmed  their  former  decision. 

Prayer  was  offered  and  an  adjournment  to  7  o’clock 
P.  M.  agreed  to  :  as  several  brethren,  from  a  great  dis¬ 
tance,  were  anxious  to  return  to  their  flocks  which  were 
more  or  less  distressed  by  the  prevalent  disease  of  the 
season. 

7  o’clock  P.  M. 

The  session  was,  as  usual,  opened  by  an  address  to  the 
throne  of  grace. 

The  Formula  for  the  Government  and  Discipline  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  adopted  by 
that  Synod  and  submitted  for  the  sanction  of  the  General 
Synod,  was  carefully  examined,  and  after  mature  con¬ 
sideration,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted  : 

Resolved  :  That  this  Synod  regard  the  principles  of 
said  Formula  of  Government  and  discipline  as  fully  ac¬ 
cordant  with  Scripture  and  the  dictates  of  sound  reason  ; 
that  they  highly  approve  of  its  adoption,  and  that  the  Se¬ 
cretary  shall  communicate  to  said  Synod  the  alterations 
recommended  by  the  General  Synod. 

It  being  10  o’clock,  prayer  was  offered  and  the  Synod 
adjourned  to  the  ensuing  day  at  9  o’clock  A.  M. 

Tuesday  Oct.  21st,  9  o’clock  A.  M. 

The  meeting  having  been  opened  by  prayer,  the  address, 
embodying  the  most  interesting  contents  of  the  minutes 
of  the  several  Synods,  &c.  &c.  was  read,  adopted  unanim¬ 
ously  and  ordered  to  be  appended  to  the  minutes  of  this 
Synod. 

Some  time  was  now  spent  in  a  fraternal,  edifying  and 


profitable  conversation  on  the  present  condition,  the  future 
prospects,  and  the  prominent  interests  of  the  Church. 

It  was  then  resolved  that  500  copies  of  these  minutes  he 
printed,  and  distributed  in  the  following  manner  : 

100  Copies  to  the  Synod  oj Pennsylvania. 


100 

-  -  -  Carolina. 

125 

-  -  -  -  Maryland. 

50 

-  -  -  -  Ohio. 

25 

-  -  -  -  New -York. 

The  time 

and  place  of  the  next  General  Synod  were 

determined  by  ballot ;  viz.  the  first  Sunday  in  November 

A.  D.  1825,  in  Fredericktown,  (Md.) 

On  bended  knees,  and  with  hearts  filled  with  holy 
emotion,  the  brethren  then  united  with  the  Rev.  J.  G. 
Schmucker,  in  a  most  impressive  address  to  the  mercy 
scat  of  Christ,  in  an  acknowledgement  of  gratitude  for 
the  past  blessing  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  and  iu 
humble  supplication  for  the  future  guidance  of  his  Holy 
Spirit.  “  And  when  they  had  sung  an  hymn,”  they  se¬ 
parated,  to  return  to  their  several  abodes. 

That  the  above  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the 
second  Evang.  Lutheran  General  Synod,  held  at 
Fredericktown,  (Md.)  October  1823, 

I  do  hereby  certify 

PAYID  F.  SCHAEFFER,  Secretary. 


ADDRESS 


or  THE 

GENERAL  SYNOD, 

TO  THE 

£ V ANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

I?»  THE 


EXITED  STATES. 


The  General  Synod  of  the  Ev.  Luth.  Church  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  said  Church  in  the  United  States:  “Grace, 
mercy  and  peace  be  unto  you  from  God  our  Father  and 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  Being  convened,  agreeably  to 
the  appointment  of  the  General  Synod  of  1821,  and  hav¬ 
ing,  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  in  dependance  oh  him  who 
promised  to  be  with  his  disciples  even  unto  the  end,  dis¬ 
charged  the  duties  imposed  on  this  body  by  the  constitu¬ 
tion  ;  we  cannot  terminate  our  session  without  first  ad¬ 
dressing  to  you  some  of  the  sentiments  of  our  hearts,  and 
communicating  some  prominent  facts  relative  to  the  state 
of  our  Church  in  the  world.  And  first,  we  feel  bound 
to  give  gratitude  to  God  for  the  prosperity  and  rapid  ex¬ 
tension  of  our  Church  in  this  our  favoured  country.  •'  i  nly 
a  few  years  have  elapsed  since  the  number  of  our  ministers 
and  Churches,  in  this  country,  was  small  indeed  ;  but 
so  copiously  has  the  blessing  of  our  God  been  bestowed 
upon  us,  that  we  now  count  near  nine  hundred  Churches 
and  about  175  ministers.  Our  Church,  which  was  origi¬ 
nally  embraced  in  two  independent  Synods,  has  spread 
over  so  extensive  a  portion  of  the  United  States,  that  at 
present  we  have  5  Synods,  and  shall  shortly  have  several 
more.  But  as  these  several  Synods  had  no  constitu¬ 
tional  connexion  with  each  other,  it  had  long  been  a  sub- 
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jcct  of  very  serious  apprehension  to  the  most  enlightened 
and  devoted  friends  of  the  Church,  that  these  several 
branches  would  gradually  recede  farther  and  farther  from 
each  other,  and  that  much  diversity  in  doctrine  and  prac¬ 
tice,  and  a  want  of  that  special  affection  which  we  owe  to 
each  other  as  members  of  the  same  Church,  might 
ultimately  ensue.  Under  these  circumstances,  w  e  feel 
grateful  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  General  Synod,  the-  object  of  which  is,  and  the 
tendency  of  w  hich  must  he,  to  augment  the  density  of  the 
ecclesiastical  relation  of  the  remote  portion  of  our  Church, 
and  to  draw  still  closer  the  bonds  of  fraternal  affection 
by  which  they  are  united ;  and  we  rejoice  in  the  con¬ 
tinued  existence  and  increasing  popularity  of  this  institu¬ 
tion,  so  loudly  called  for  by  the  rapid  extension  of  our 
Church,  so  perfectly  accordant  with  the  dictates  of  rea¬ 
son  and  scripture,  and  so  happily  calculated  to  preserve 
the  union  and  promote  the  prosperity  of  our  Lutheran 
Zion.  The  General  Synod  “  thank  their  God,  through 
Jesus  Christ,”  for  the  pleasing  facts  w  hich  have  been  be¬ 
fore  them,  on  which  the  preceding  statements  arc 
founded,  and  rejoice  that  the  spirit  of  piety  and  zeal  is 
advancing  throughout  their  borders.  They  have  heard 
with  feelings  of  the  deepest  interest,  the  earnest  calls  of 
the  children  of  the  Church  and  of  others,  resident  on  our 
frontier  countries,  to  have  the  word  of  eternal  life  preach¬ 
ed  unto  them  ;  and  have  observed  with  regret  that  in  ma¬ 
ny  instances  no  provision  could  be  made  to  send  to  them 
the  glad  tidings  of  salvation :  they  w  ould  therefore  invito 
the  prayers  of  the  Church  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  to 
raise  up  and  qualify  and  send  forth  many  labourers  in  his 
harvest ;  they  would  exhort  their  members  to  liberality 
in  their  contributions  to  the  missionary  funds  of  the  res-, 
pective  Synods  ;  and  especially  they  would  exhort  the 
several  Synods  to  persevere  in  their  evangelic  habit  of 
annually  sending  missionaries  to  preach  the  gospel  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

Dear  Brethren,  that  you  may  obtain  definite  view's  of 
thp  extent  and  condition  of  our  Church  in  the  world,  we 
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^iil  communicate  to  you  some  information  relative  to  its 
principal  parts.  On  the  present  occasion  we  shall  make 
our  own  country  the  subject  of  our  chief  attention  ;  but 
from  the  preceding  minutes  of  our  session  you  will  per¬ 
ceive  that  we  have  taken  measures  to  obtain,  statedly, 
the  most  definite  and  accurate  information  relative  to  our 
Church  throughout  the  world,  by  a  permanent  corres¬ 
pondence  with  the  heads  of  the  Church  in  various  king¬ 
doms  of  the  earth.  So  that  we  flatter  ourselves  the 
minutes  of  every  future  General  Synod,  will  contain  an 
interesting  and  authentic  narrative  on  this  important  sub¬ 
ject.  The  ancient  and  venerable 

SYNOD  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

is  rapidly  increasing  both  in  members  and  in  ministers, 
and  we  trust  that  much  good  is  doing  in  the  name  of  our 
blessed  Saviour  Jesus.  From  the  minutes  of  the  session 
of  the  present  year,  which  was  held  at  Lebanon,  itap- 
pcars  that  that  body  consists  of  74  ministers,  w  ho  have 
the  pastoral  charge  of  upwards  of  278  Churches:  that 
between  the  session  of  1822  &  23  they  admitted  to  mem¬ 
bership  by  baptism  G445,  admitted  to  sacramental  commu¬ 
nion  by  confirmation  2750,  that  the  whole  number  of  com¬ 
municants  is  24, 794,  and  that  there  are  under  the  superin¬ 
tendence  of  the  different  Churches  208  congregational 
schools.  Whilst  the  General  Synod,  w  ith  due  deference 
to  the  judgment  of  this  respectable  Synod,  cannot  divest 
themselves  of  doubt  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  temporary 
recession  of  the  Pennsylvania  Synod  from  the  general 
union  of  the  Lutheran  Church  ;  they  rejoice  that  in  the 
very  act  of  withdrawing,  they  declare  their  unaltered  con¬ 
viction  of  the  propriety  and  utility  of  such  a  union,  and 
intimate  that  their  recession  shall  continue  only  until  the 
prejudices  against  the  General  Synod  shall  in  some  mea¬ 
sure  have  subsided.  But,  most  of  all.  the  General  Synod 
rejoices  in  the  measures  w  hich  have  already  been  taken 
by  the  brethren  west  of  the  Susquehanna,  among  w  hose 
Churches  these  prejudices  do  not  exist,  to  return  to  the 
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general  union  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  From  the  min¬ 
utes  of  the  last  session  of  the 

SYNOD  OF  NEW- YORK, 

which  was  held  at  Livingston,  Columbia  Co.  it  appears 
that  the  ministry  of  that  body  consists  of  20  members,  that 
during  the  past  year  they  admitted  to  church-membership 
by  baptism  1179,  admitted  to  sacramental  communion  by 
confirmation  277,  and  that  the  whole  number  of  theircom- 
municants  is  31 14.  The  General  Synod  cannot  deny 
themselves  the  pleasure  of  expressing  the  gratification 
which  they  received  from  the  perusal  of  the  minutes  of  this 
Synod,  which  contain  abundant  evidence  of  the  zeal  and 
activity  pervading  that  respectable  body.  The  “  Hart- 
'ivick  Seminary ,”  an  institution  incorporated  in  1816  and 
patronized  by  this  Synod,  the  Principal  of  which  must  al¬ 
ways  be  a  Lutheran  preacher,  and  the  majority  of  the 
trustees,  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  is  in  the  most 
flourishing  condition.  This  Synod  have  also  taken  mea¬ 
sures  to  enlarge  the  theological  department  of  this  institu¬ 
tion,  and  have  appropriated  a  sum  of  money  for  the  en¬ 
largement  of  the  theological  library,  already  containing 
about  1000  volumes.  Several  young  men  have  been  sent 
forth  from  this  institution  into  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  number  now  pursuing  theological  studies  is  ten  • 
who  promise,  at  a  future  day,  to  be  highly  useful  to  the 
cause  of  Christ.  The 

SYNOD  OF  NORTIi-CAROLINA  AND  THE 
ADJOINING  STATES 

held  their  last  meeting  in  Rowan  County,  and  from  the 
minutes  of  their  proceedings  it  appears,  that  the  ministry 
of  that  Synod  contains  19  members,  that  during  the  cur¬ 
rent  year  they  had  admitted  to  church-membership  by 
baptism  434  children  and  13  adults,  admitted  to  sacra¬ 
mental  communion  by  confirmation  220,  and  that  the  ag¬ 
gregate  number  of  their  communicants  is  upwards  of 
1358.  Whilst  the  General  Synod  disclaim  the  intention 
which  has,  perhaps,  through  want  of  better  knowledge. 
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sometimes  been  attributed  to  them*  namely,  to  form  ft 
union  of  different  denominations  ;  one  object  at  which 
they  aim  certainly  is,  to  prevent  discord  and  schism  among 
the  different  portions  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  It  is  there* 
fore  with  much  pleasure  that  they  perceive,  that  the 
Carolina  Synod  adopted  measures  at  their  last  session,  to 
bring  about,  if  possible,  a  reconciliation  with  several 
brethren  who  had  seceded  from  them.  And  the  General 
Synod  cannot  forbear  recommending  to  both  parties  the 
exercise  of  that  charity,  toleration  and  forbearance  which 
were  so  illustriously  exemplified  in  the  life  of  our  divine 
Redeemer,  and  urging  on  them  the  impressive  declaration 
of  his  apostle  :  “  follow  after  charity;  ”  “  charity  suf- 
fereth  king  and  is  kind,”  “  secketh  not  her  own,  is  not 
easily  provoked,”  “  charity  beareth  all  things,”  “  hopeth 
all  things,  endureth  all  things:  ”  therefore  “we  beseech 
you,  brethren,  by  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,” 
“  that  there  be  no  divisions  among  you,  but  that  ye  be 
perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same  mind  and  in  the 
same  judgment.” 

THE  SYNOD  OF  OHIO, 

at  present  consists  of  about  26  ministers.  Their  parochi¬ 
al  reports  of  baptism  Ac.  during  the  current  year  cannot 
be  given,  as  their  session  having  but  lately  been  held,  we 
have  not  yet  received  their  last  minutes.  From  the  for¬ 
mer  minutes  of  this  Synod  and  other  sources  of  informa¬ 
tion,  it  appears  that  they  arc  actively  engaged  in  doing  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  Numerous  applications  are  made  to 
them  by  persons  living  remote  from  them,  to  have  the 
word  of  eternal  life  preached  unto  them,  and  the  Synod  are 
making  every  possible  exertion  to  meet  these  calls. 

THE  SYNOD  OF  MARYLAND  &  VIRGINIA 

at  present  contains  22  ministers.  During  the  last  vear 
they  admitted  to  church-membership  by  baptism  1420, 
admitted  to  sacramental  communion  by  confirmation  650, 
and  the  aggregate  number  of  their  communicants  is49S5. 
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The  General  Synod  perceive  with  pleasure,  that  their 
brethren  of  this  Synod  have  paid  peculiar  attention  to  the 
Government  and  Discipline  of  their  churches,  and  have 
submitted  for  the  sanction  of  this  body  a  “Formula”  or 
Directory,  which  in  their  judgment  is  accordant  both 
with  scripture  and  sound  reason,  whilst  it  also  perfectly 
harmonizes  with  the  established  principles  of  the  Luth. 
Church.  An  acquaintance  with  the  history  of  the  Christian 
Church  in  past  ages,  as  well  as  a  knowledge  of  her  pre¬ 
sent  condition  throughout  the  world,  establishes  the  fact, 
that  mankind  arc  prone,  on  this  subject,  to  fall  into  con¬ 
trary  extremes  j  some  maintaining  that  if  our  external 
conduct  be  correct  it  matters  not  what  we  believe,  and  o- 
thers  contending  that  as  long  as  our  creed  is  sound,  the 
Church  has  little  to  do  with  our  private  deportment.  But 
the  principle  which  the  General  Synod  conceive  to  be 
taught  in  Scripture,  and  which  they  would  recommend  to 
the  church  at  large,  is  this  :  that  we  should  view  with 
charity,  and  treat  with  forbearance,  those  who  have  fal¬ 
len  into  an  aberration  of  nonfundamental  importance  ei¬ 
ther  from  the  faith  or  the  practice  of  the  Bible  and  the 
Augsburg  Confession  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  we 
arc  bound  not  to  cat  "ivith  a  fornicatoi ,  01  a  covetous,  o,r 
an  idolater,  or  a  railer ,  or  a  drunkard,  or  an  extortioner,” 
but  to  “  put  array  from  among  vs  such  "tricked  persons,” 
and  that  “a  man  that  is  an  herdick,”  w  ho  denies  a  funda¬ 
mental  doctrine,  a  doctrine  essential  to  the  Christian 
scheme,  we  are  in  like  manner  bound  “after  the  first  and 
second  admonition  to  reject.” 

tiie  german  ev.  luth.  conference  of 

TENNESSEE, 

commenced  their  last  meeting  in  Sinking-Spring  Church, 
in  Green  County,  on  the  third  Sunday  of  October  ;  but 
their  minutes  having  not  yet  left  the  press,  we  have  not 
seen  their  parochial  reports  of  this  year,  brom  the 
minutes  of  the  session  of  1822  it  appears  that  their  body 
then  consisted  of  6  Pastors  and  4  Deacons.  Urgent  ap- 
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plications  were  made  to  our  brethren  of  this  conference, 
from  persons  resident  in  Missouri  and  elsewhere,  to  hare 
the  gospel  preached  unto  them,  and  every  possible  ar¬ 
rangement  was  made  to  meet  these  requests.  The  breth¬ 
ren  of  this  Conference  as  well  as  individuals  in  some  o~ 
fher  sections  of  the  United  States,  have  heretofore  doubt¬ 
ed  the  utility  of  the  General  Synod  ;  but  it  is  hoped  their 
apprehensions  will  be  dissipated,  when  a  few  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  shall  have  demonstrated  its  utility,  and  when 
maturer  reflection  on  the  nature  of  our  constitution  shall 
have  convinced  them,  that  if  ever  our  Church  at  large 
should  so  far  degenerate,  as  that  a  majority  of  any  future 
General  Synod  should  not  only  be  so  void  of  common 
Christian  integrity,  but  so  destitute  of  every  sentiment  of 
probity  and  honour,  as  to  wish  those  evils  which  have  been 
feared,  still  even  then  the  attainment  of  them  would,  in 
our  happy  government,  be  physically  and  civilly  impossi¬ 
ble. 

Turning  our  eyes  from  our  own  country  to  continental 
Europe,  which  is  the  principal  seat  of  Lutheranism,  and 
in  which  the  Lutheran  Church  is  more  numerous  than 
all  the  other  protestant  churches  together ;  numerous 
circumstances  of  interest  and  utility  present  themselves 
to  our  view.  But  not  wishing  to  prolong  this  address  to 
an  undue  length  ;  we  shall  limit  ourselves  to  some  statis¬ 
tical  and  general  views ;  and  as  the  situation  of 

GERMANY  including  PRUSSIA,  IIUNGARIA  k 

FRANCE, 

are  more  generally  known  to  our  churches,  we  shall  merely 
state  that  by  a  calculation  made  from  the  most  authentic 
sources,  they  contain  considerably  more  than  17  millions 
of  Lutherans.  In 

DENMARK, 

in  which  the  Lutheran  is  the  established  religion,  in 
I  which  the  king  must  profess  the  Augsburg  Confession 
and  maintain  it  throughout  the  kingdom,  the  government 
of  our  Church,  as  is  well  known,  is  Episcopal.  The  king¬ 
dom  is  divided  into  the  following  Dioccsses  :  the  diocess 
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of  Sc  aland,  the  bishop  of  which  resides  at  Copenhagen;  tlk? 
diocess  of  Funen,  the  bishop’s  residence  at  Odensee  ;  the 
diocess  of  Rypen ,  the  bishop's  residence  at  Rypen  ;  the 
diocess  of  Aarhus ,  the  bishop's  residence  at  Aarhus  ; 
the  diocess  of  Wihorg,  the  residence  of  the  bishop  at  Wi- 
borg;  and  the  diocess  of  Aalborg,  the  bishop  of  which 
resides  in  Aalborg.  The  government  of  ecclesiastical 
affairs  is  distributed  among  these  6  bishops  ;  and  there 
are  in  the  whole  3272  parishes.  In  Slesxvig  &  Ilolstein , 
there  are  no  bishops  ;  and  the  management  of  ecclesias¬ 
tical  affairs  is  committed  to  the  care  of  General  Superin¬ 
tendents.  The  members  of  our  church  in  this  king¬ 
dom  amount  to  upwards  of  900,000.  The  Fcrroe  Islands, 
north  of  Scotland  belong  to  Denmark  and  are  Lutheran. 
They  contain  1  superintendent,  7  pastors,  39  churches 
and  about  40,000  Lutherans.  In 

NORWAY 

there  are  4  diocesses,  the  bishops  of  which  reside  at  Chris¬ 
tiania  (the  capital  of  the  country,)  Christ iansand,  Bergen , 
&  Drontheim ,  and  have  the  management  of  the  affairs  of 
all  the  churches.  The  Department  of  Aggerhus  alone 
contains  111  parishes.  Iceland  has  46,000  Lutherans. 
Hoi  urn  one  of  its  principal  towns,  formerly  was  the  seat  of 
a  bishop  ;  but  his  diocess  is  merged  in  that  of  Reinkenrick 
or  Skalholt ,  the  jurisdiction  of  whose  bishop  extends  over 
the  whole  island.  There  are  in  all  Iceland  189  parishes; 
the  pastors  are  all  natives,  and  have  studied  principally 
at  Copenhagen.  Norway  proper  contains  about  700, 
000  Lutherans.  In 

SWEDEN, 

in  which  likewise, Lutheranism  is  the  established  religion, 
the  ecclesiastical  affairs  are  administered  by  the  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Upsala  (which  venerable  station  is  at  present 
filled  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Roscnstein,)  together  with  the  bishops 
of  Linkioeping ,  Skara,  Strengnces,  Ibesterces,  Ibcxioe,  Abo , 
Lund,  Borgo ,  Geethaburg,  Cahnar,  R'arlstadt,  HcrncvsansU 
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Gothland  &  Stockholm.  The  whole  church  is  divided  iiir 
to  192  ecclesiastical  circles  (probsteyen)  which  contain 
about  2,800,000  members.  In 

LAPLAND 

there  are  numerous  Lutheran  Churches,  the  principal  of 
which  are  at  Ascle;  Lyksela;  Jock  mock;  Gelliware,  which 
is  situated  directly  under  the  Arctic  or  North  polar  circle  ; 
at  Jukasjerswi;  at  Enontekis,  where  the  sun  in  summer  is 
risible  49  days  uninterruptedly  ;  at  Utsjoki,  which  is  G9 
degrees  51  min.  52  sec.  north  latitude  ;  at  Kamuso,  and 
at  Enara.  The  religion  of 

FINLAND 

is  Lutheran.  The  country  is  divided  into  two  Diocessos 
which  are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  bishops  of  Abo  and 
of  Borgo. 

As  criteria  by  which  we  may  in  some  degree  estimate 
the  tone  of  evangelical  feeling  pervading  these  several 
countries,  the  following  circumstances  relative  to  their 
Bible-societics,  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  Church. 
The  ministers  and  people  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  dis¬ 
semination  of  the  holy  volume.  The  fourth  Report  of  the 
Danish  Bible-society  states,  that  “the  eagerness  to  possess 
the  Bible  is  incre  asing  throughout  the  kingdom  — many 
copies  have  been  sent  to  the  ministers  for  distribution  a- 
mong  the  poor  &  among  the  young  after  their  confirmation. 
A  number  of  copies  has  also  been  forwarded  to  Iceland, 
to  Greenland  and  the  west  India  Islands.”  The  gospel 
of  Matthew  has  been  translated  into  the  Ferroe  language 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  islands.  The  Bible- 
societies  in  Denmark  arc  particularly  active  and  efficient. 
In  the  sixth  year  of  her  existence,  the  mother  society  of 
Denmark  issued  11,320  Bibles  and  had  36  auxiliaries. 
Nor  are  the  societies  of  Sweden  and  Norway  deficient  in 
activity  and  zeal.  Their  plans  are  extensive  and  their 
labours  great.  In  concluding  tins  subject,  we  cannot  de- 
uy  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  quoting  to  you  the  impressive 
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wjrds  which  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  aged  and  venerable 
president  of  the  Swedish  Bible-society  at  their  meeting  in 
Stockholm,  and  which  cannot  fail  to  reach  the  heart  of 
every  follower  of  Jesus  and  especially  of  every  Lutheran 
Christian  :  “  There  w  as  a  period  ”  (said  he)  still  fresh 
in  the  memory  of  many,  when  some  predicted  that  the  era 
was  fast  approaching  when  there  w  ould  be  no  Bible  to  be 
found,  except  in  large  libraries,  and  covered  with  dust, 
to  remain  as  a  memorial  of  the  superstition  of  our  ances¬ 
tors.  They  did  not  consider,  that  had  such  predictions 
been  verified,  the  pillar  w  hich  supports  the  civil  govern¬ 
ment  would  have  been  removed,  society  at  large  would 
have  lost  its  best  security,  and  suffering  humanity  her 
best  consolations.  What  would  these  airy  schemers  now 
say,  could  they  rise  from  the  dark  tombs  into  which  they 
have  descended  w  ithout  hope,  if  they  Were  to  behold  what 
indescribable  evils  have  been  produced  by  their  doc¬ 
trines,  or  if  they  should  see  that  sacred  book,  which  w  as 
once  the  object  of  their  coldheartcd  derision,  now  cir¬ 
culated  throughout  the  whole  world,  anxiously  inquired 
for  by  multitudes,  and  received  with  veneration  and  gra- 
1  itude  ?  What  would  they  say,  coidd  they  see  princes  and 
other  exalted  personages,  and  thousands  of  the  various 
classes  of  society  considering  it  their  delightful  duty  to 
become  fellow  labourers  in  paying  homage  to  this  impor¬ 
tant  object,  and  by  this  means  fulfilling  the  immutable 
truth  of  that  divine  declaration  :  “as  I  live  saith  the  Lord , 
every  knee  shall  bow  to  me ,  and  every  tongue  confess  to 
God  ?  ”  The  number  of  Lutherans  iu 

RUSSIA 

lias  been  estimated  at  upwards  of  2,000,000,  which  is 
however  perhaps  overrated  :  1,500,000  would  be  a 

moderate  estimate.  Relative  to  the  state  and  number  of 
our  Churches  in 

AFRICA,  EAST-INDIA,  HELVETIA  k  THE 
NETHERLANDS, 

the  General  Synod  cannot,  at  present,  communicate  any 
definite  information.  It  appears,  however,  upon  a  general 
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survey,  agreeably  to  the  preceding  estimates,  which  are  cer¬ 
tainly  below  the  true  ratio,  that  those  followers  of  Christ, 
who  hear  also  the  name  of  the  illustrious  Luther,  amount, 
throughout  the  world,  to  upwards  of  20,000,000  ;  their 
number  has  indeed  been  estimated  by  good  authors  at  28, 
000,000.  In  concluding  this  address,  the  General  Synod 
would  join  their  Churches,  and  their  fellow  Christians  at 
large,  in  offering  their  sincere  and  heartfelt  gratitude  to  the 
great  Head  of  the  Church,  for  those  cheering  scenes  of 
evangelical  and  catholic  exertions  for  the  salvation  of  the 
human  family,  which  the  Christian  world  has  of  late  years 
witnessed,  in  prayer  for  the  rapid  and  general  diffusion 
of  the  holy,  heavenly,  saving  principles  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,  and  in  commending  the  Church  and  all  her  in¬ 
terest,  to  the  protection  and  the  guidance  and  the  blessing 
of  Him,  who  promised  that  the  gates  of  hell  should  never 
prevail  against  her. 


That  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  Mi¬ 
nutes  of  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  held  at  Fredericktown  Octo¬ 
ber  1821,  is  certified  by 

David  F.  ScJmffer ,  Sec’y* 


APPENDIX. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina . 

From  the  minutes  ol' the  Synod  of  North  Carolina,  it 
appears,  that  said  Synod  met  on  the  17th  of  June  1821, 
at  Laos’  Church.  There  were  present  13  Ministers,  and 
9  Lay-delegates.  The  Ministers  present  had  baptized 
during  the  preceding  year  578  children,  47  adults,  con¬ 
firmed  220,  buried  10S.  The  number  of  communicants 
is  not  reported. 

A  committee  from  the  Episcopal  church  attended  the 
said  Synod,  with  a  viewr  to  confer  on  some  plan,  by  which 
a  good  understanding  might  be  maintained  between  the 
two  respective  churches.  The  Synod  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  confer  mith  them. 

The  result  of  the  conference  was  :  “that  any  Minister, 
tn  connection  with  the  synod,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  the  Episcopal  convention  of  North  Carolina  with  the 
privilege  of  voting  upon  all  subjects,  that,  do  not  apper¬ 
tain  to  the  Episcopal  church,  and  vice  versa.  The  com¬ 
mittee  on  behalf  of  the  Episcopal  church,  also  offered  to 
the  Synod,  to  educate  and  prepare  for  the  Ministry,  gra¬ 
tuitously,  any  Student,  it  might  recommend,  at  their  Se¬ 
minary  in  Newhaven. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  evident,  that  our  church  in  North 
Carolina,  enjoys  the  favour  of  our  Lord,  and  in  defiance 
of  various  difficulties,  continues  to  increase;  but  it  is  also 
evident,  that  the  harvest  is  great,  and  the  labourers  few. 

At  this  Synod  a  very  interesting  letter  was  received, 
from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bergman,  w  ho  has  charge  of  a  respect¬ 
able  congregation,  at  Ebenezer,  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 
1  correspondence  was  commenced,  between  the  .Sy¬ 
nod  and  Mr.  Bergman,  from  which  much  information 
may  be  expected,  respecting  the  state  of  our  church  in 
those  remote  parts  of  our  country. 
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MINUTES  of  tiie  SECOND  GENERAL  SYNOD 
of  the  EY.  LUTH.  CHURCH,  &c. 


THE  Clergy  &  Lay- delegates,  elected  by  the  several 
Synods  as  members  of  the  Ev.  Lutheran  General  Synod, 
assembled  in  the  Lutheran  church  on  Sunday  at  11  o’clock 
A.  M.  where  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Schmucker  delivered  an 
impressive  discourse.  The  Rev.  J.  Sherer  preached 
in  the  afternoon,  and  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Schmucker  at  can¬ 
dlelight. 

Monday,  Oct.  20th,  9  o’clock  A.  M. 

The  session  was  opened  by  singing  a  hymn,  and  prayer 
to  the  great  Shepherd  of  souls.  The  minutes  of  the 
Synods  and  letters  introductory  were  then  laid  on  the 
table,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  following  brethren 
were  elected  as  delegates  from  the  different  district 
Synods  : 


Rev.  Daniel  Siierer,  1 

-  Jacoii  Siierer, 

Mr.  Michael  Miller, 

Peter  Summer,  J 


!> 


from  the  Synod  of 
North-  Carolina. 


Rev.  Peter  Schmucker,  "} 


-  J.  Steck, 


J 


Synod  of  Ohio. 


Rev.  Daniel  Kurtz,  D.  D.  ‘'I  from  the  Synod  of 

David  F.  Schaeffer,  A.  M.  I  Maryland 

f  &  . 

Virginia. 


Mr.  John  Ebert,  Esq. 
-  John  Albert, 


CO 


Rev.  J.  G.  SciIMUCIvER: 
-  J.  Herbst, 


appointed  by  the  Conference 


Sus(]iichanna  belonging  to 
the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania. 


vania. 


Rev.  S.  S.  Schmucker,  , 
Mr.  F.  Lceiir, 


were  appointed  by  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Svnod  of 
*  * 


vice  two  absen’  de¬ 
legates  of  said  Synod. 


Several  delegates  were  absent  in  consequence  of  in¬ 
disposition,  but  a  representation  ot  a  majority  ot  the  Syn¬ 
ods  in  connexion  with  the  General  Synod  being  present, 
the  brethren,  in  reliance  on  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spi¬ 
rit,  proceeded  to  business.  The  Synod  proceeded  to  bal¬ 
lot  for  its  officers,  upon  which  it  appeared  that  the  follow¬ 
ing  persons  were  elected  : 

Rev.  D.  Kurtz,  D.  D.  President. 

-  D.  F.  Schaeffer.  A.  M.  Secretary. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Barnitz,  Esq.  Treasurer. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  C.  A.  Barnitz, 
Treasurer  of  this  Synod,  reporting  that  no  money  had 
yet  been  sent  to  the  Treasury,  and  expressing  his  best 
wishes  and  the  assurance  of  his  most  earnest  prayers  for 
the  prosperity  of  this  Synod. 

Resolved  :  that  the  Secretary  address  a  letter  of  thanks  to 
our  Brother  C.  A.  Barnitz,  Esq. 

The  minutes  of  the  General  Synod  of  1821  were  then  read. 

The  Rev.  J.  G.  Schmucker  dc  Rev.  J.  Herbst  now  pre¬ 
sented  themselves  as  a  deputation  of  the  Special  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Svnod,  residing 
west  of  the  Susquehanna,  held  at  York,  Oct.  6th  7th  1823, 
and  laid  on  the  table  the  minutes  of  said  Conference. 
Resolved  :  that  this  Synod  is  highly  gratified  by  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  this  respectable  deputation,  together  witli  the 
minutes  of  the  Special  Conference,  and  more  especial¬ 
ly  with  the  resolutions  contained  in  them  in  support  of 
the  General  Synod. 

The  Rev.  J.  G  Schmucker  reported,  that  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  last  General  Synod  to  compose  and  sub- 
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mitto  this  Synod  a  Catechism,  had  attended  to  the  duty  as¬ 
signed  them,  and  laid  upon  the  table  a  copy  of  the  result 
N  of  their  labours. 

Resolved  1.  That  the  above  committee  are  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  this  Synod,  for  the  attention  be¬ 
stowed  by  them  on  this  important  business. 

2.  That,  as  the  General  Synod  do  not  deem  it 
expedient  at  the  present  session  to  adopt  a 
Catechism  for  publication,  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  examine  the  materials  reported, 
and  to  report  thereon,  with  such  remarks  and 
additions  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  next  General  Synod. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  G.  Schober,  S.  S.  Schmueker,  D.  F, 
Schaeffer  and  J.  Herbst  were  appointed  as  the  committee. 

The  minutes  of  the  several  Synods  were  distributed  to 
different  committees,  with  directions  to  report  such  parts 
of  their  contents  as  properly  claim  the  attention  of  this 
Synod.  Prayer  being  offered,  the  Synod  adjourned  to 
3  o’clock  P.  M. 

Monday  afternoon,  3  o'clock. 

The  session  being  opened  with  prayer,  the  different  re¬ 
ports  upon  the  minutes  of  the  several  Synods  were  read, 
whereupon  it  was  resolved  : 

1.  That  the  substance  of  these  reports  be  embodied  in  a 
general  address,  in  the  name  of  the  General  Synod,  to 
our  several  Churches. 

2.  That  for  this  purpose  a  committee  be  appointed,  who 
shall  add  such  other  facts  and  observations,  as  may 
be  deemed  interesting  and  profitable  to  the  Churches. 

3.  That  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Schmueker  and  the  Secretary 
compose  the  committee,  and  report  to  this  Synod  as 
early  as  practicable. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  offered  and  unani¬ 
mously  adopted  : 

Resolved  :  “that  it  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  regret 
that  we  learn  from  the  minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Pennsvl- 
vania,  that  they  were  induced  by  peculiar  circumstances, 


for  the  present,  to  recede  from  an  institution,  which  they 
aided  in  establishing,  &  which  they  still  profess  to  regard 
as  proper  and  highly  beneficial  to  tbe  interests  of  the 
Church  :  but  that  this  Synod  entertain  the  highest  con¬ 
fidence  in  their  brethren  of  Pennsylvania,  and  confidently 
trust,  that  they  will  without  delay  resume  their  connexion 
with  the  General  Synod. 

The  delegates  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  then  offered 
for  consideration  the  following  resolutions,  as  proposed  by 
their  Synod,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Res.  1.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  elected  (of  which  the 
President  of  t  he  General  Synod  shall  be  ex-officio 
a  member)  who  shall  be  entitled  «  The  Committee 
of  Foreign  Correspondence.  ” 

2.  That  this  committee  shall  enter  on  and  maintain 
a  correspondence  in  the  name  of  the  General 
Synod,  with  the  Principals  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  Germany,  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  particularly 
with  the  directors  of  tbe  orphan  house  at  Halle, 
and  the  Principal  of  the  University  of  Goettingen. 

S.  The  subject  of  this  correspondence  shall  be,  to 
communicate  ami  to  obtain  correct  infoi  mation 
relative  to  th'  spiritual  prosperity  of  our  Church, 
in  the  several  empires,  kingdoms  and  places  above 
mentioned,  to  promote  the  unity  of  the  Church, 
and  to  invite  the  prayers  and  exertions  of  each  o- 
ther,  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
the  world. 

4.  That  this  committee  report  at  the  meeting  of  every 
General  Synod. 

5.  That  from  tbe  reports  of  this  committee,  extracts 
shaU  be  given  and  printed  in  the  minutes  of  the 
General  Synod,  and  that  from  these  letters,  cor¬ 
respondence  &c.  and  all  other  authentic  som  ces, 
an  account  of  the  state  of  our  Church  throughout 
the  world,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  published 
with  the  minutes. 

G.  That  the  expenses  of  this  correspondence  be  de¬ 
frayed  from  the  treasury  of  the  General  Synod. 
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To  this  committee  were  elected  Rev.  J.  G.  Schmucker 
and  G.  Schober.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Kurtz,  being  Pres,  of 
this  Synod,  is  ex-officio  a  member  during  bis  presidency. 

The  Rev.  S.  S.  Schmucker  reported,  that  the  Synod  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia  had,  agreeably  to  the  advice  of 
the  General  Synod,  reconsidered  the  case  of  the  Rev. 
Riemenschneider,  and,  that  after  the  most  mature  de¬ 
liberation  they  had  confirmed  their  former  decision. 

Prayer  was  offered  and  an  adjournment  to  7  o’clock 
P.  M.  agreed  to  :  as  several  brethren,  from  a  great  dis¬ 
tance,  were  anxious  to  return  to  their  flocks  which  were 
more  or  less  distressed  by  the  prevalent  disease  of  the 
season. 

7  o’clock  P.  M. 

The  session  was,  as  usual,  opened  by  an  address  to  the 
throne  of  grace. 

The  Formula  for  the  Government  and  Discipline  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  adopted  by 
that  Synod  and  submitted  for  the  sanction  of  the  General 
Synod,  was  carefully  examined,  and  after  mature  con¬ 
sideration,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted  : 

Resolved  :  That  this  Synod  regard  the  principles  of 
said  Formula  of  Government  and  discipline  as  fully  ac¬ 
cordant  with  Scripture  and  the  dictates  of  sound  reason  ; 
that  they  highly  approve  of  its  adoption,  and  that  the  Se¬ 
cretary  shall  communicate  to  said  Synod  the  alterations 
recommended  by  the  General  Synod. 

It  being  10  o’clock,  prayer  was  offered  and  the  Synod 
adjourned  to  the  ensuing  day  at  9  o’clock  A.  M. 

Tuesday  Oct.  21st,  9  o’clock  A.  M. 

The  meetinghaving  been  opened  by  prayer,  the  address, 
embodying  the  most  interesting  contents  of  the  minutes 
of  the  several  Synods,  &c.  &c.  was  read,  adopted  unanim¬ 
ously  and  ordered  to  be  appended  to  the  minutes  of  this 
Synod. 

Some  time  was  now  spent  in  a  fraternal,  edifying  and 
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profitable  conversation  on  the  present  condition,  the  future 
prospects,  and  the  prominent  interests  of  the  Church. 

It  was  then  resolved  that  500  copies  of  these  minutes  he 
printed,  and  distributed  in  the  following  manner  : 

100  Copies  to  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania. 


100 

-  -  -  -  Carolina. 

125 

-  -  -  -  Maryland. 

50 

-  -  -  Ohio. 

25 

-  -  -  New -York. 

The  time 

and  place  of  the  next  General  Synod  were 

determined  by  ballot ;  viz.  the  first  Sunday  in  November 

A.  D.  1825,  in  Fredericktown,  (Md.) 

On  bended  knees,  and  with  hearts  filled  with  holy 
emotion,  the  brethren  then  united  with  the  Rev.  J.  G. 
Srhmucker,  in  a  most  impressive  address  to  the  mercy 
seat  of  Christ,  in  an  acknowledgement  of  gratitude  for 
the  past  blessing  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  and  in 
humble  supplication  for  the  future  guidance  of  his  Holy 
Spirit.  “  And  when  they  had  sung  an  hymn,”  they  se¬ 
parated,  to  return  to  their  several  abodes. 

That  the  above  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the 
second  Evang.  Lutheran  General  Synod,  held  at 
Fredericktown,  (Md.)  October  1823, 

I  do  hereby  certify 

PAYID  F.  SCHAEFFER,  Secretary. 


ADDRESS 


OF  THE 

GENERAL  SYNOD, 

TO  THE 

JEVJXGEL1C.1L  LUTHER JX  CHURCH 

IX  THE 

EXITED  STATES. 


The  General  Synod  of  the  Ev.  Luth.  Church  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  said  Church  in  the  United  States:  “Grace, 
mercy  and  peace  be  unto  you  from  God  our  Father  and 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  Being  convened,  agreeably  to 
the  appointment  of  the  General  Synod  of  1821,  and  hav¬ 
ing,  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  in  dependance  oh  him  who 
promised  to  be  with  Lis  disciples  even  unto  the  end,  dis¬ 
charged  the  duties  imposed  on  this  body  by  the  constitu¬ 
tion  ;  we  cannot  terminate  our  session  without  first  ad¬ 
dressing  to  you  some  of  the  sentiments  of  our  hearts,  and 
communicating  some  prominent  facts  relative  to  the  state 
of  our  Church  in  the  world.  And  first,  we  feel  bound 
to  give  gratitude  to  God  for  the  prosperity  and  rapid  ex¬ 
tension  of  our  Church  in  this  our  favoured  country.  Only 
a  few  years  have  elapsed  since  the  number  of  our  ministers 
and  Churches,  in  this  country,  was  small  indeed  ;  but 
so  copiously  lias  the  blessing  of  our  God  been  bestowed 
upon  us,  that  we  now  count  near  nine  hundred  Churches 
and  about  175  ministers.  Our  Church,  which  was  origi- 
i  lially  embraced  in  two  independent  Synods,  has  spread 
over  so  extensive  a  portion  of  the  United  States,  that  at 
present  we  have  5  Synods,  and  shall  shortly  have  several 
more.  But  as  these  several  Synods  had  no  constitu*- 
tional  connexion  with  each  other,  it  had  long  been  a  sub- 


ject  of  very  serious  apprehension  to  the  most  enlightened 
and  devoted  friends  of  the  Church,  that  these  several 
branches  would  gradually  recede  farther  and  farther  from 
each  other,  and  that  much  diversity  in  doctrine  and  prac¬ 
tice,  and  a  want  of  that  special  affection  w  hich  we  owe  to 
each  other  as  members  of  the  same  Church,  might 
ultimately  ensue.  Under  these  circumstances,  w  e  feel 
grateful  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  General  Synod,  the-  object  of  which  is,  and  the 
tendency  of  w  hich  must  be,  to  augment  the  density  of  the 
ecclesiastical  relation  of  the  remote  portion  of  our  Church, 
and  to  draw  still  closer  the  bonds  of  fraternal  affection 
by  which  they  are  united  ;  and  we  rejoice  in  the  con¬ 
tinued  existence  and  increasing  popularity  of  this  institu¬ 
tion,  so  loudly  called  for  by  the  rapid  extension  of  our 
Chui  •eh,  so  perfectly  accordant  with  the  dictates  of  rea¬ 
son  and  scripture,  and  so  happily  calculated  to  preserve 
the  union  and  promote  the  prosperity  of  our  Lutheran 
Zion.  The  General  Synod  “  thank  their  God,  through 
Jesus  Christ,”  for  the  pleasing  facts  w  hich  have  been  be¬ 
fore  them,  on  which  the  preceding  statements  arc 
founded,  and  rejoice  that  the  spirit  of  piety  and  zeal  is 
advancing  throughout  their  borders.  They  have  heard 
with  feelings  of  the  deepest  interest,  the  earnest  calls  of 
the  children  of  the  Church  and  of  others,  resident  on  our 
frontier  countries,  to  have  the  word  of  eternal  life  preach¬ 
ed  unto  them  ;  and  have  observed  with  regret  that  in  ma¬ 
ny  instances  no  provision  could  be  made  to  send  to  them 
the  glad  tidings  of  salvation :  they  w  ould  therefore  invito 
the  prayers  of  the  Church  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  to 
raise  up  and  qualify  and  send  forth  many  labourers  in  his 
harvest  ;  they  would  exhort  their  members  to  liberality 
in  their  contributions  to  the  missionary  funds  of  the  res-, 
pective  Synods  $  and  especially  they  would  exhort  tho 
several  Synods  to  persevere  in  their  evangelic  habit  of 
annually  sending  missionaries  to  preach  the  gospel  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

Dear  Brethren,  that  you  may  obtain  definite  views  of 
thp  extent  and  condition  of  our  C  hurch  in  the  world,  we 
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will  communicate  to  you  some  information  relative  to  its 
principal  parts.  On  the  present  occasion  we  shall  make 
our  own  country  the  subject  of  our  chief  attention  ;  hut 
from  the  preceding  minutes  of  our  session  you  will  per¬ 
ceive  that  we  have  taken  measures  to  obtain,  statedlyy 
the  most  definite  ami  accurate  information  relative  to  our 
Church  throughout  the  world,  by  a  permanent  corres¬ 
pondence  with  the  heads  of  the  Church  in  various  king¬ 
doms  of  the  earth.  So  that  we  flatter  ourselves  the 
minutes  of  every  future  General  Synod,  will  contain  an 
interesting  and  authentic  narrative  on  this  important  sub¬ 
ject.  The  ancient  and  venerable 

SYNOD  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

is  rapidly  increasing  both  in  members  and  in  ministers, 
and  we  trust  that  much  good  is  doing  in  the  name  of  our 
blessed  Saviour  Jesus.  From  the  minutes  of  the  session 
of  the  present  year,  w  hich  was  held  at  Lebanon,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  that  body  consists  of  74  ministers,  who  have 
the  pastoral  charge  of  upwards  of  278  Churches:  that 
between  the  session  of  1822  &  23  they  admitted  to  mem¬ 
bership  by  baptism  0445,  admitted  to  sacramental  commu¬ 
nion  by  confirmation  2750,  that  the  whole  number  of  com¬ 
municants  is  24,794,  and  that  there  are  under  the  superin¬ 
tendence  of  the  different  Churches  208  congregational 
schools.  Whilst  the  General  Synod,  with  due  deference 
to  the  judgment  of  this  respectable  Synod,  cannot  divest 
themselves  of  doubt  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  temporary 
recession  of  the  Pennsylvania  Synod  from  the  general 
union  of  the  Lutheran  Church  ;  they  rejoice  that  in  the 
very  act  of  withdrawing,  they  declare  their  unaltered  con¬ 
viction  of  the  propriety  and  utility  of  such  a  union,  and 
intimate  that  their  recession  shall  continue  only  until  the 
prejudices  against  the  General  Synod  shall  in  some  mea¬ 
sure  have  subsided.  But,  most  of  all.  the  General  Synod 
rejoice?  in  the  measures  w  hich  have  already  been  taken 
by  the  brethren  west  of  the  Susquehanna,  among  w  hose 
Churches  these  prejudices  do  not  exist,  to  return  to  the 
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general  union  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  From  the  min¬ 
utes  of  the  last  session  of  the 

SYNOD  OF  NEW-YORK, 

which  was  held  at  Livingston,  Columbia  Co.  it  appears 
that  the  ministry  of  that  body  consists  of  20  members,  that 
during  the  past  year  they  admitted  to  church-membership 
by  baptism  1179,  admitted  to  sacramental  communion  by 
confirmation  277,  and  that  the  whole  number  of  theircom- 
municants  is  31 14.  The  General  Synod  cannot  deny 
themselves  the  pleasure  of  expressing  the  gratification 
which  they  received  from  the  perusal  of  the  minutes  of  this 
Synod,  which  contain  abundant  evidence  of  the  zeal  and 
activity  pervading  that  respectable  body.  The  “  Hart- 
wick  Seminary ,”  an  institution  incorporated  in  1816  and 
patronized  by  this  Synod,  the  Principal  of  which  must  al¬ 
ways  be  a  Lutheran  preacher,  and  the  majority  of  the 
trustees,  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  is  in  the  most 
flourishing  condition.  This  Synod  have  also  taken  mea¬ 
sures  to  enlarge  the  theological  department  of  this  institu¬ 
tion,  and  have  appropriated  a  sum  of  money  for  the  en¬ 
largement  of  the  theological  library,  already  containing 
about  1000  volumes.  Several  young  men  have  been  sent 
forth  from  this  institution  into  the  vineyard  of  the  Lin'd, 
and  the  number  now  pursuing  theological  studies  is  ten  ; 
who  promise,  at  a  future  day,  to  be  highly  useful  to  the 
cause  of  Christ.  The 

SYNOD  OF  NORTII-CAROLINA  AND  THE 
ADJOINING  STATES 

held  their  last  meeting  in  Rowan  County,  and  from  the 
minutes  of  their  proceedings  it  appears,  that  the  ministry 
of  that  Synod  contains  19  members,  that  during  the  cur¬ 
rent  year  they  had  admitted  to  church-membership  by 
baptism  434  children  and  13  adults,  admitted  to  sacra¬ 
mental  communion  by  confirmation  220,  and  that  the  ag¬ 
gregate  number  of  their  communicants  is  upwards  of 
1358.  W  hilst  the  General  Synod  disclaim  the  intention 
which  has,  perhaps,  through  want  of  better  knowledge. 
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sometimes  been  attributed  to  them,  namely,  to  form  a 
union  of  different  denominations  ;  one  object  at  which 
they  aim  certainly  is,  to  prevent  discord  and  schism  among 
'  the  different  portions  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  with  much  pleasure  that  they  perceive,  that  the 
Carolina  Synod  adopted  measures  at  their  last  session,  to 
bring  about,  if  possible,  a  reconciliation  with  several 
brethren  who  had  seceded  from  them.  And  the  General 
Synod  cannot  forbear  recommending  to  both  parties  the 
exercise  of  that  charity,  toleration  and  forbearance  which 
were  so  illustriously  exemplified  in  the  life  of  our  divine 
Redeemer,  and  urging  on  them  the  impressive  declaration 
of  his  apostle  :  “  follow  after  charity;  ”  “  charity  suf- 
fereth  long  and  is  kind,”  “  seeketh  not  her  own,  is  not 
easily  provoked,”  “  charity  beareth  all  things,”  “  hopeth 
all  things,  endureth  all  things :  ”  therefore  “  we  beseech 
you,  brethren,  by  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,” 
“  that  there  be  no  divisions  among  you,  but  that  ye  be 
perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same  mind  and  in  the 
same  judgment.” 

THE  SYNOD  OF  OHIO, 

at  present  consists  of  about  26  ministers.  Their  parochi¬ 
al  reports  of  baptism  &c.  during  the  current  year  cannot 
be  given,  as  their  session  having  but  lately  been  held,  we 
have  not  yet  received  their  last  minutes.  From  the  for¬ 
mer  minutes  of  this  Synod  and  other  sources  of  informa¬ 
tion,  it  appears  that  they  arc  actively  engaged  in  doing  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  Numerous  applications  are  made  to 
them  by  persons  living  remote  from  them,  to  have  the 
w  ord  of  eternal  life  preached  unto  them,  and  the  Synod  are 
making  every  possible  exertion  to  meet  these  calls. 

THE  SYNOD  OF  MARYLAND  k  VIRGINIA 

at  present  contains  22  ministers.  During  the  last  year 
they  admitted  to  church-membership  by  baptism  1420, 
admitted  to  sacramental  communion  by  confirmation  650, 
and  the  aggregate  number  of  their  communicants  is  4935. 
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'The  General  Synod  perceive  with  pleasure,  that  their 
brethren  of  this  Synod  have  paid  peculiar  attention  to  the 
Government  and  Discipline  of  their  churches,  and  have 
submitted  for  the  sanction  of  this  body  a  “ Formula ”  or 
Directory,  which  in  their  judgment  is  accordant  both 
with  scripture  and  sound  reason,  whilst  it  also  perfectly 
harmonizes  with  the  established  principles  of  the  Luth. 
Church.  An  acquaintance  with  the  history  of  the  Christian 
Church  in  past  ages,  as  well  as  a  knowledge  of  her  pre¬ 
sent  condition  throughout  the  world,  establishes  the  fact, 
that  mankind  are  prone,  on  this  subject,  to  fall  into  con¬ 
trary  extremes ;  some  maintaining  that  if  our  external 
conduct  be  correct  it  matters  not  what  we  believe,  and  o- 
thers  contending  that  as  long  as  our  creed  is  sound,  the 
Church  has  little  to  do  with  our  private  deportment.  But 
the  principle  which  the  General  Synod  conceive  to  be 
taught  in  Scripture,  and  which  they  would  recommend  to 
the  church  at  large,  is  this  :  that  we  should  view  with 
charity,  and  treat  with  forbearance,  those  who  have  fal¬ 
len  into  an  aberration  of  nonfundamental  importance  ei¬ 
ther  from  the  faith  or  the  practice  of  the  Bible  and  the 
Augsburg  Confession  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  we 
are  bound  “  not  to  eat  with  a  fornicator,  or  a  covetous,  or 
an  idolater,  or  a  raiter,  or  a  drunkard,  or  an  extortioner 
but  to  4<  put  mcay  from  among  vs  such  wicked  persons,” 
and  that  “«  man  that  is  an  herctick who  denies  a  funda¬ 
mental  doctrine,  a  doctrine  essential  to  the  Christian 
scheme,  we  are  in  like  manner  bound  “after  the  first  and 
second  admonition  to  reject.” 

THE  GERMAN  EV.  LUTH.  CONFERENCE  OF 
TENNESSEE, 

-  ■  j  I 

commenced  their  last  meeting  in  Sinking-Spring  Church, 
in  Green  County,  on  the  third  Sunday  of  October  ;  but 
their  minutes  having  not  yet  left  the  press,  we  have  not 
seen  their  parochial  reports  of  this  year.  From  the 
minutes  of  the  session  of  1822  it  appears  that  their  body 
then  consisted  of  6  Pastors  and  4  Deacons.  Urgent  ap- 
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plications  were  made  to  our  brethren  of  this  conference, 
from  persons  resident  in  Missouri  and  elsewhere,  to  hare 
the  gospel  preached  unto  them,  and  every  possible  ar¬ 
rangement  was  made  to  meet  these  requests.  The  breth¬ 
ren  of  this  Conference  as  well  as  individuals  in  some  o~ 
ther  sections  of  the  United  States,  have  heretofore  doubt¬ 
ed  the  utility  of  the  General  Synod  ;  but  it  is  hoped  their 
apprehensions  will  be  dissipated,  when  a  few  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  shall  have  demonstrated  its  utility,  and  when 
maturer  reflection  on  the  nature  of  our  constitution  shall 
have  convinced  them,  that  if  ever  our  Church  at  large 
should  so  far  degenerate,  as  that  a  majority  of  any  future 
General  Synod  should  not  only  be  so  void  of  common 
Christian  integrity,  but  so  destitute  of  every  sentiment  of 
probity  and  honour,  as  to  wish  those  evils  w  hich  have  been 
feared,  still  even  then  the  attainment  of  them  w  ould,  in 
our  happy  government,  be  physically  and  civilly  impossi¬ 
ble. 

Turning  our  eyes  from  our  ow  n  country  to  continental 
Europe,  w  hich  is  the  principal  seat  of  Lutheranism,  and 
in  which  the  Lutheran  Church  is  more  numerous  than 
all  the  other  protestant  churches  together  ;  numerous 
circumstances  of  interest  and  utility  present  themselves 
to  our  view.  But  not  wishing  to  prolong  this  address  to 
an  undue  length  ;  we  shall  limit  ourselves  to  some  statis¬ 
tical  and  general  views ;  and  as  the  situation  of 

GERMANY  including  PRUSSIA,  HUNGARIA  k 

FRANCE, 

are  more  generally  known  to  our  churches,  we  shall  merely 
state  that  by  a  calculation  made  from  the  most  authentic 
sources,  they  contain  considerably  more  than  17  millions 
of  Lutherans.  In 

DENMARK, 

in  which  the  Lutheran  is  the  established  religion,  in 
which  the  king  must  profess  the  Augsburg  Confession 
and  maintain  it  throughout  the  kingdom,  the  government 
of  our  Church,  as  is  w  ell  known,  is  Episcopal.  The  king¬ 
dom  is  divided  into  the  following  Dioccsses  :  the  diocess 
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of  Scaland ,  the  bishop  of  which  reside#  at  Copenhagen;  th£ 
diocess  of  F uncn,  the  bishop’s  residence  at  Odensee  ;  the 
diocess  of  Rypen,  the  bishop’s  residence  at  Rypen  ;  the 
diocess  of  Aarhus,  the  bishop’s  residence  at  Aarhus  ; 
the  diocess  of  Wiborg,  the  residence  of  the  bishop  at  Wi- 
borg ;  and  the  diocess  of  Aalborg,  the  bishop  of  which 
resides  in  Aalborg.  The  government  of  ecclesiastical 
affairs  is  distributed  among  these  6  bishops  ;  and  there 
are  in  the  whole  3272  parishes.  In  Sleswig  &  Holstein, 
there  are  no  bishops  ;  and  the  management  of  ecclesias¬ 
tical  affairs  is  committed  to  the  care  of  General  Superin¬ 
tendents.  The  members  of  our  church  in  this  king¬ 
dom  amount  to  upwards  of  900,000.  The  Fcrroe  Islands, 
north  of  Scotland  belong  to  Denmark  and  are  Lutheran. 
They  contain  1  superintendent,  7  pastors,  39  churches 
and  about  40,000  Lutherans.  In 

NORWAY 

there  are  4  diocesses,  the  bishops  of  which  reside  at  Chris¬ 
tiania  (the  capital  of  the  country,)  Christ iansand,  Bergen, 
Sc  Drontlieim ,  and  have  the  management  of  the  affairs  of 
all  the  churches.  The  Department  of  Aggerhus  alone 
contains  111  parishes.  Iceland  has  46,000  Lutherans. 
Hoi  urn  one  of  its  principal  towns,  formerly  was  the  seat  of 
a  bishop  ;  but  his  diocess  is  merged  in  that  of  Reinkenrick 
or  Skalholt ,  the  jurisdiction  of  whose  bishop  extends  over 
the  whole  island.  There  are  in  all  Iceland  189  parishes; 
the  pastors  are  all  natives,  and  have  studied  principally 
at  Copenhagen.  Norway  proper  contains  about  700, 
000  Lutherans.  In 

SWEDEN, 

in  which  likewise, Lutheranism  is  the  established  religion, 
the  ecclesiastical  affairs  are  administered  by  the  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Upsala  (which  venerable  station  is  at  present 
filled  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rosenstein,)  together  with  the  bishops 
of  Linkioeping,  Skara,  Str  engines,  Ibesterces,  Ibexice ,  Abo , 
Lund,  Borgo,  Geethaburg ,  Calmar,  Karlstadt,  Herncesanst, 
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Gothland  &  Stockholm.  The  whole  church  is  divided  im 
to  192  ecclesiastical  circles  (probsteyen)  which  contain 
about  2,800,000  members.  1  u 

LAPLAND 

there  are  numerous  Lutheran  Churches,  the  principal  of 
which  areatAsele;  Lyksela;  Jockmock;  Gclliware,  which 
is  situated  directly  under  the  Arctic  or  North  polar  circle  ; 
at  Jukasjerswij  at  Enontekis,  where  the  sun  in  summer  is 
visible  49  days  uninterruptedly  ;  at  Utsjoki,  which  is  69 
degrees  51  min.  52  sec.  north  latitude  ;  at  Kamuso,  and 
at  Enara.  The  religion  ot“ 

FINLAND 

is  Lutheran.  The  country  is  divided  into  two  Diocesses 
which  are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  bishops  of  Abo  and 
of  Borgo. 

As  criteria  by  which  we  may  in  some  degree  estimate 
the  tone  of  evangelical  feeling  pervading  these  several 
countries,  the  following  circumstances  relative  to  their 
Bible-societies,  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  Church. 
The  ministers  and  people  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  dis¬ 
semination  of  the  holy  volume.  The  fourth  Report  of  the 
Danish  Bible-society  states,  that  “the  eagerness  to  possess 
the  Bihle  is  incre  asing  throughout  the  kingdom  —  many 
copies  have  been  sent  to  the  ministers  for  distribution  a- 
mong  the  poor  &  among  the  young  after  their  confirmation. 
A  number  of  copies  has  also  been  forwarded  to  Iceland, 
to  Greenland  and  the  west  India  Islands.”  The  gospel 
of  Matthew  has  been  translated  into  the  Ferroe  language 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  islands.  The  Bible- 
societies  in  Denmark  arc  particularly  active  and  efficient. 
In  the  sixth  year  of  her  existence,  the  mother  society  of 
Denmark  issued  11,320  Bibles  and  had  36  auxiliaries. 
Nor  are  the  societies  of  Sweden  and  Norway  deficient  in 
activity  and  zeal.  Their  plans  are  extensive  and  their 
labours  great.  In  concluding  this  subject,  we  cannot  de¬ 
ny  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  quoting  to  you  the  impressive 

o 
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wjrds  which  fell  from  the  lips  of  the.  aged  and  venerable 
president  of  the  Swedish  Bible-socicty  at  their  meeting  in 
Stockholm,  and  which  cannot  fail  to  reach  the  heart  of 
every  follower  of  Jesus  and  especially  of  every  Lutheran 
Christian  :  “  There  was  a  period  ”  (said  he)  still  fresh 
in  the  memory  of  many,  when  some  predicted  that  the  era 
was  fast  approaching  when  there  would  be  no  Bible  to  be 
found,  except  in  large  libraries,  and  covered  with  dust, 
to  remain  as  a  memorial  of  the  superstition  of  our  ances¬ 
tors.  They  did  not  consider,  that  had  such  predictions 
been  verified,  the  pillar  which  supports  the  civil  govern¬ 
ment  would  have  been  removed,  society  at  large  would 
have  lost  its  best  security,  and  suffering  humanity  her 
best  consolations.  What  would  these  airy  schemers  now 
say,  could  they  rise  from  the  dark  tombs  into  which  they 
have  descended  without  hope,  if  they  were  to  behold  wliat 
indescribable  evils  have  been  produced  by  their  doc¬ 
trines,  or  if  they  should  see  that  sacred  book,  which  was 
once  the  object  of  their  cohlhearted  derision,  now  cir¬ 
culated  throughout  the  whole  world,  anxiously  inquired 
for  by  multitudes,  and  received  with  veneration  and  gra- 
t  itude  ?  What  w  ould  they  say,  could  they  see  princes  and 
other  exalted  personages,  and  thousands  of  the  various 
classes  of  society  considering  it  their  delightful  duty  to 
become  fellow  labourers  in  paying  homage  to  this  impor¬ 
tant  ob  ject,  and  by  this  means  fulfilling  the  immutable 
truth  of  that  divine  declaration  :  “as  l  live  saith  the  Lordt 
every  knee  shall  bow  to  me ,  and  every  tongue  confess  to 
Hod  ?  ”  The  number  of  Lutherans  iu 

RUSSIA 

has  been  estimated  at  upwards  of  2,000,000,  which  is 
however  perhaps  overrated  :  1,500,000  would  be  a 

moderate  estimate.  Relative  to  the  state  and  number  of 
our  Churches  in 

AFRICA,  EAST-INDIA,  HELVETIA  k  THE 
NETHERLANDS, 

the  General  Synod  cannot,  at  present,  communicate  any 
definite  information.  It  appears,  however,  upon  a  general 
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survey,  agreeably  to  the  precedingestimatcs,  which  are  cer¬ 
tainly  below  the  true  ratio,  that  those  followers  of  Christ, 
who  hear  also  the  name  of  the  illustrious  Luther,  amount, 
throughout  the  world,  to  upwards  of  20,000,000  ;  their 
number  has  indeed  been  estimated  by  good  authors  at  28, 
000,000.  In  concluding  this  address,  the  General  Synod 
would  join  their  Churches,  and  their  fellow  Christians  at 
large,  in  offering  their  sincere  and  heartfelt  gratitude  to  the 
great  Head  of  the  Church,  for  those  cheering  scenes  of 
evangelical  and  catholic  exertions  for  the  salvation  of  the 
human  family,  which  the  Christian  world  has  of  late  years 
witnessed,  in  prayer  for  the  rapid  and  general  diffusion 
of  the  holy,  heavenly,  saving  principles  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,  and  in  commending  the  Church  and  all  her  in¬ 
terest,  to  the  protection  and  the  guidance  and  the  blessing 
of  Him,  who  promised  that  the  gates  of  hell  should  never 
prevail  against  her. 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  THIRD  GENERAL  SYNOD 

0,F  THE 

EVAN.  LUTH.  CHURCH,  &c. 

The  Clergy  and  Lay-delegates,  elected  by  the  several 
Synods,  as  members  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  General 
Synod,  assembled  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  on  Sunday,  at  10 
o’clock,  when,  after  suitable  Addresses,  the  Church  was  so¬ 
lemnly  consecrated  to  the  service  of  the  Triune  God.  The 
Lord’s  Supper  was  then  administered  to  the  Clergy  and  Lay- 
members,  present.  The  Rev.  G.  Shober  preached  in  the 
afternoon,  and  the  Rev.  15.  Keeler  at  candlelight. 

Monday ,  Nov.  7 — 9  o’clock,  A.  M. 
The  Session  was  opened  by  singing  a  Hymn,  and  Prayer 
to  the  great  Shepherd  of  Souls. 

The  Rev.  President  Dr.  Kurtz  then  called  for  the  creden¬ 
tials  of  those  who  were  in  attendance,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  following  brethren  were  entitled  to  seats,  as  regular 
delegates  from  the  different  Synods. 

Rev.  Roth rauf, 

J.  Herbst, 
u  15.  Keller,  ) 

Rev.  G.  Shober,  \  From  the  Synod  of  (  Mr.  P.  Hauptman, 

‘c  M.  Walter,  ^  North  Carolina.  \  “  Keck. 

Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  )  From  Mary-  I  Mr.  J  Harrv, 

«  B.  Kurtz,  >  land \  and  >  “  J  Ebert, 

“  S.S.Schmucker  )  Virginia.  )  “  C.Mantz. 

The  Synod  now  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  its  Officers, 
upon  which  it  appeared  that  the  following  persons  were 
elected,  viz : 

Rev.  G.  SHOBFH,  President 

U.  P.  SCHA2FFER,  A.M-  Secretary. 
G.  A.BARNXTS5.SSQ.  Treasurer. 


FROM 

PENtfSYLVANiA. 


Mr.  Hersch, 


U 


Kerns, 
“  Bell. 


.  ^PV-  Kurtz,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Fo; 
eign  Correspondence,  read  a  most  interesting  and  length 
Letter,  received  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Plank.  ° 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondenc  » 
present  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Plank,  ft , 
his  interesting  communication. 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondenc 
be  a  Standing  Committee,  and  that  the  members  thereof  cor 


.  sr*  -  uitmucio  ujcicui  u 

t.nuein  office,  until  otherwise  directed  by  a  resolution  c 
this  Synod. 

r  £^£URTZ’Dr  SCHMUCKER,  and  Reiv 
J.  II lii i\  S  I ,  were  appointed. 

The  Secretary  read  an  interesting  Letter  from  the  Rev 
Dr;  Schmucker,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  vessel  b 
vvhu'h  he  was  to  receive  answers,  to  Letters  written  by  hin 
to  Europe,  was  lost  on  the  Northern  Coast  of  Ireland. 

Resolved,  I  hat  Rev  B  Kurtz ,  J  Herbst,  and  S.  S.  Schmnck 
o,  be  a  Committee  to  examine  ar.d  report  to  this  Synod,  th< 

most  prominent  subjects  contained  in  the  Letter  of  Dr 
plank. 

c  ...  Afternoon— 3  o'clock. 

Committees  were  appointed  to  examine  the  Minutes  o 
the  several  Synods— and  it  was  Resolved,  that  they  repon 
thereon  as  early  as  possible.  J 

The  Committee  to  examine  the  Letter  of  Dr.  Plank,  made 

rQep"rt-  ,Up°7n  wi?,ch.,t  was  Ordered,  that  Rev.  J.  Herbst  and 
‘S  Mumthcr  furnish  the  Secretary,  as  early  as  practica¬ 
ble  after  the  session  of  this  Synod,  with  a  translation  of  said 
Letter  and  that  the  whole,  or  such  part  as  may  be  deemed 

TtL'svnod  n&’ be  Prmted  38  an  Appendix  to  the  Minutes 

lofoTnThe  F  har  l°,°  C°pleS  be  printed  in  lhe  German,  and 
1000  in  the  Kriglish  language. 

,  RpvR^^^read  a  Memorial,  from  IV.  P.  Rowles,  where¬ 
of  "  Rev  Messrs.  B_ Kurtz,  J.  Herbst,  S.  S.  Schmucker.  and 
i  essrs.  Hersch  and  Harry,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to 
examine  its  contents  more  minutely,  and  to  propose  the  man¬ 
ner  of  disposing  of  it.  *  v 

Resolved ,  That  Rev.  B.  Kurtz,  J.  Herbst,  S.  S.  Schmucker 
B.  Keller, and  Messrs.  Harry  and  Hauptman,  be  a  Committee 
to  prepare  a  plan,  for  the  establishment  of  a  Theological 
Seminary,  and  that  they  govern  themselves  by  the  instruc- 
tioos  which  shall  be  given  by  this  Synod. 

?djournedn°d  h™WS  instructions  to  the  Committee, 

Prayer. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  B.  Kurtz  preached  at  candlelight. 


Tuesday  Morning. 

Prayer. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  propose  a  plan  for  the  esta¬ 
blishment  of  a  Theological  Seminary,  made  their  report,  and 
iftev  having  been  discussed  and  amended,  was  adopted,  as 
follows,  viz  : 

WHEREAS*  The  General  Synod  regard  it  as  a  solemn 
duty  imposed  on  them  by  their  Constitution,  and  due  trom 
them  to  their  God  and  to  the  Church,  to  provide  for  the  pro- 
;  per  education  of  men  of  piety  and  talents,  for  the  Gospel 
Ministry : — Therefore, 

Resolved,!.  That  the  General  Synod  will  forthwith  com¬ 
mence,  in  the  name  of  the  Triune  God,  and  in  humble  reli- 
;  ance  on  his  aid,  the  establishment  of  a  Theological  Seminary, 
i which  shall  be  exclusively  devoted  to  the  glory  of  our  Divine 
Redeemer,  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  God  over  all,  blessed  lorever. 

■  And  that  in  this  Seminary  shall  be  taught,  in  the  German  and 
English  languages,  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Sacred 
Scriptures,  as  contained  in  the  Augsburg  Contession. 

2.  That  this  Institution  shall  be  under  the  sole  government 
|  of  a  Board  of  Directors,  which  shall  regularly  meet  serai- 

annuallv,  and  as  often  at  intermediate  times  as  they  may 
r  think  expedient.  This  Board  are  not,  in  any  respect,  under 
t  the  controul  of  the  General  Synod  ;  but  each  member  is 
i  responsible,  individually,  to  the  Synod  by  which  he  is  elected, 

3.  That  this  Board  consist  of  Five  Directors,  viz:  three 
!  Pastors  and  two  Laymen  from  each  Synod,  which  is  connected 

with  the  General  Synod,  and  contributes  pecuniary  aid  to  the 
support  of  the  Seminary. 

4.  That  the  General  Synod  elect  the  first  Board  of  Direc- 

i  tors,  agreeably  to  the  preceding  article,  whose  term  of  ser¬ 
vice  shall  be  determined  by  their  respective  Synods  ;  after 
which,  the  several  Synods  shall  elect  their  Directors  in  such 
i)  manner,  and  for  such  time,  as  may  be  deemed  most  expedi¬ 
ent  bv  themselves  :  •provided ,  always,  that  one  half  ol  their 
quota  of  Directors  vacate  their  seats  at  one  and  the  same 
time. 

5.  That  after  the  aggregate  sum  of  $10,000  has  been  col¬ 
lected,  each  Svnod  shall  be  entitled  to  an  additional  Director, 
for  every  five  hundred  dollars  which  it  may  subsequently 
contribute,  until  its  number  of  Directors  shall  be  Nine;  after 
which  it  shall  be  entitled  to  an  additional  Director  for  every 
1000  dollars,  until  its  number  of  Directors  amounts  to  lour- 

i  teen. 

6.  That  a  Professor  shall  be  elected  by  the  General  Synod, 
i  after  which  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  forever  have  the 


I 
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exclusive  nutWitv  of  electing  additional  Professors,  and 
filing  up  all  vacancies. 

7.  Any  Protessor  may  be  impeached,  at  any  time,  for  fun¬ 
damental  error  in  doctrine,  immorality  of  deportment,  inat¬ 
tention  to  the  duties  of  bis  office,  or  incapacity  to  discharge 
them  ;  and,  if  found  guilty,  may  be  dismissed  from  office,  by  ■ 
two-thirds  of  the  Directors  present:  provided ,  always,  that  a 
motion  for  impeachment  be  made  at  one  semi-annual  meet-  j 
ing,  and  lie  over,  for  consideration,  until  the  next  ;  and  that  l 
the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  be  required  to  give  [* 
■written  notice  to  every  Director  absent  from  said  meeting, 
within  four  weeks  after  the  meeting,  at  which  such  motion  i 
was  made. 

8.  That  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  frame  a  Constitution  ! 
in  consonance  with  the  principles  fixed  by  the  General  Sy-  |; 
nod;  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  form  such  By-Laws  as  i 
they  may  deem  expedient,  and  as  are  in  accordance  with  the  f; 
Constitution. 

9.  Any  alteration  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Seminary,  or 

any  election  for  a  Professor,  must  be  proposed  at  one  semi¬ 
annual  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  cannot  be  acted  on  before 
the  next  semi-annual  meeting.  A  fair  copy  of  every  such 
proposed  measure,  shall  be  forwarded  to  each  Director,  who 
may  have  been  absent  from  said  meeting,  whose  vote  must 
be  accepted,  whether  by  proxy  or  by  letter.  i 

10.  The  Directors  are  responsible  for  their  conduct  to  the 
respective  Synods,  by  whom  they  were  elected,  and  may  bp 
removed  for  such  causes,  and  in  such  manner,  as  said  Synods 
shall  specify. 

1 1.  The  Boai'd  of  Directors  shall  establish  a  Treasury,  into  ! 
which  all  contributions  and  bequest  for  the  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  shall  be  paid,  and  said  Board  shall  have  the  sole  con- 
troul  of  the  Treasury. 

Resolved,  That  Agents  be  sent  throughout  the  United 
States,  by  the  Officers  of  the  General  Synod,  to  solicit  contri¬ 
butions,  for  the  support  of  the  Seminary  ;  that  it  be  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  Ministers  of  our  several  Synods  to  afford 
said  agents  every  possible  aid,  and  that  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  pay  the  necessary  expenses  of  sueh  agents. 

THE  FOLLOWING  AGENTS  WERE  APPOINTED 

BY  THE  SYNOD: 

Rev.  Dr.  Iiochman ,  Dr  Endress ,  Dr.  Muhlenberg,  and  Rev.  ' 
Mr.  Demme ,  for  the  Synod  of  East  Pennsylvania. 

Rev.  Dr.  Sclmucker,  Rev./  Herbst  and  B.  Keller ,  for  West 
Pennsylvania. 

Rev.  Mr.  Stanch,  and  Rev.  J.  Sleek ,  Ohio  and  Indiana. 
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Rev.  Dr.  P.  Mayer ,  Rev.  Messrs.  Gaisenheiner ,  E.  C.  Schucf* 
fer,  and  Lintner ,  for  the  Synod  of  New  York 

iS.  *S.  Schmucker,  for  Philadelphia  and  the  Eastern  States, 
Rev.  Messrs.  Reck,  Meyerlieffer  and  Kraulh ,  for  Virginia. 
Rev.  Messrs.  J3.  Kurtz ,  //.  Graber ,  Rothraujf  and  Little, { or 
:  Maryland. 

Rev.  FK.  Jenkins ,  for  Tennessee. 

Rev.  !M  essrs  Sherer ,  and  J.  Keck,  for  North  Carolina. 
Rev.  Messrs.  Bachman  and  Dreker ,  for  South  Carolina. 

1  Resolved ,  That  Rev.  Mr.  Heyer  be  a  delegate  to  meet  the 
Synod  of  Ohio,  and  that  he  invite  said  Synod  to  renew  their 
connexion  with  the  General  Synod. 

Resolved ,  That  an  Agent,  furnished  with  ample  testimo¬ 
nials  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  General  Synod, 
be  forthwith  sent  to  Europe,  to  solicit  contributions  of  money 
and  books,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Seminary ;  and  that  ous- 
jibeloved  and  reverend  brother  Benjamin  Kurtz  be  this  agent. 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Officers  of  the  General  Synod 
to  supply  his  Congregations  with  a  suitable  Minister  until  his 
return,  and  that  alt  the  necessary  expenses  of  this  mission  be 
i  paid  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Resolved ,  That  Rev.  Messrs.  S  S.  Schmucker ,  Herbst ,  and 
Keller ,  prepare  directions  for  the  several  agents. 

The  Rev-  Messrs.  Rotlirawff  and  J.  Medtart ,  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  take  charge  of  the  Congregations  now  under  the 
care  of  the  Rev.  B.  Kurtz,  during  his  absence,  which  appoints 
inent  has  been  accepted  by  them. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  Directors  of  the 

Seminary. 

Pennsylvania — Dr.  G.  Schmucker,  Rev.  Messrs.  J.  Herbst, and 
B.  Keller — P.  Smyser,  of  York,  and  Jacob  Young,  of 
<  Carlisle. 

North  Carolina — Rev.  Messrs  G.  Sbober,  Storch,  and  J. 
Walter — Col.  Berringer,  and  Win.  Keck,  Esq.  of 
Guilford  county. 

Maryland-* Dr  Kurtz,  Rev.  B.  Kurtz,  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth — - 
Mr.  J  Harry,  and  Mr.  C.  Mantz. 

Adjourned,  aftec  prayer  had  been  offered,  to  3  o’clock. 

3  o'clock ,  P.  31. 

Prayer. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Seminary  shall  be  located  in  such  place 
as  shall,  at  the  close  of  three  months,  offer  the  greatest  ad¬ 
vantages. 

Resolved ,  That  one  Professor  be  now  chosen. 

The  Synod  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Professor,  wheft 
it  appeared  that  the  Rev.  S.  Schmucker  *vas  elected. 
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The  Rev.  S.  S.  Schmuclcer  being  waitpd  on  by  a  Committee, 
informing  him  of  his  election,  declared  his  acceptance,  which 
was  reported  to  the  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  Professor  be  furnished  with  a  dwelling, 
and  a  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  current  year  j 
and  that  the  Board  of  Directors  fix  his  salary  thereafter. 

Resolved,  That  the  Directors  meet  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  March,  A.  D.  1826,  at  Hagerstown,  to  decide  at  which 
place  the  Seminary  shall  be  located,  and  to  make  all  such 
arrangements  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Resolved ,  That  five  Ministers  and  two  Lay-men  shall  at 
all  times  form  a  quorum  to  transact  any  business,  connected 
with,  or  in  reference  to,  the  seminary. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Professor  elect,  prepare  a  Constitution, 
and  submit  it  to  the  board  of  directors,  at  their  meeting  in 
March.  .  , 

Resolved,  That  the  directors  be  requested,  in  due  time,  td 
apply  for  an  act  of  Incorporation. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  proposed  to  the  different  Synods  in 
connexion  with  the  General  Synod,  to  strike  out  in  the  pre-j 
amble  to  the  Constitution  of  the  General  Synod,  the  words 
“no  special  regulations,’*  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  “  no 
entire  specific  directory  for  government  and  discipline.” 

Resolved,  That  Rev.  Messrs.  Secretary,  Schmuclcer  and, 
Herbst,be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  Pastoral  Letter,  and  in¬ 
sert  in  it  such  extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  several  Synods 
as  they  may  deem  interesting  to  our  people. 

After  prayer,  the  Synod  adjourned. 

Divine  service  was  performed,  at  candlelight,  by  the  Rev. 
S.  S.  Schmuclcer. 

Wednesday  Morning,  9  o'clock,  A.  M.  j 

Rev.  B.  Kurtz,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Memorial  of  Mr.  W.  P.  Rowles  was  referred, 
reported  as  follows: — 

1.  This  Synod  regards,  with  great  pleasure,  the  sentiments) 
of  attachment  to  our  Church,  contained  in  the  Memorial  of 
Mr  Rowles,  and  are  pleased  to  find  him  so  desirous  to  em¬ 
ploy  his  talents  and  influence  in  its  behalf :  that  they  consider 
the  project  he  has  in  view,  important  and  laudable,  and  well 
worthy  of  serious  attention. 

2  That  we  will  cheerfully  encourage  the  sale  of  an  able 
and  accurate  H'«tory  of  our  Church.  That  it  be  hereby  re¬ 
commended  to  Mr.  Rowles  to  keep  his  object  in  view,  and 
to  collect  materials  whilst  he  is  continuing  his  Theological 
studies  That,  when  the  work  shall  have  been  completed,  this 
Sv  nod  will  appoint  a  committee  to  examine  and  report  on 
its  merits. 

The  report  was  adopted  unanimously. 
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Resolved ,  That  the  subscription  books  of  the  Agents,  ap- 
ointed  by  this  Synod,  to  collect  monies  for  the  support  of 
le  Seminary,  be  headed  as  follows,  viz  : — ■ 

WE,  the  subscribers,  promise  to  pay  unto  in 

ust  for  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Seminary,  the  sum  or 
inis  annexed  to  our  respective  names,  in  five  equal  annual 
stalments,  to  be  paid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  in 
ach  year. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Agents  to  proceed 
om  house  to  house,  before  March  next,  and  enter  into  a 
r»und  book,  the  name  of  each  subscriber,  with  the  sum  sub- 
iribed. 

Resolved ,  That  Dr.  Schmucker ,  Rev.  G.  Shober ,  B.  Keller , 

.  S.  Schmucker ,  and  C.  P.  Krduth ,  be  a  committee  to  pre- 
are  a  Hymn-Book,  Liturgy,  and  a  collection  of  Prayers,  in 
le  English  language,  for  the  use  of  our  Church,  adhering 
articularly  to  the  New  York  Hymn-Book,  and  German  Lit 
rgy  of  Pennsylvania,  as  their  guides  ;  and  that  they  report 
iereon  to  the  next  General  Synod. 

Resolved ,  That  Rev.  G.  Sliober ,  D.  F.  Schaeffer ,  and  S.  S. 
chmucker ,  be  a  committee  to  publish,  forthwith,  on  the  part 
F  this  Synod,  the  translation  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther’s  smaller 
atechism,  offered  to  this  Synod  by  a  committee  appointed 
the  last  Synod  for  said  purpose  ;  and  that  the  publishing 
immittee  make  a  contract,  for  printing  this  translation,  with 
ich  printer  as  shall  offer  the  most  favorable  terms. 

Resolved,  That  any  omission  of  business,  which  was  to 
rve  been  acted  upon,  or  any  indispeusible  correction  or  al- 
ration,  to  give  force  to  the  resolutions  aforesaid,  be  sub- 
itted  to  the  conscientious  decision  of  the  officers. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  adjourn  to  the  fourth  Sunday  in 
ctober,  A.  D.  1827,  and  meet  at  such  place  where  the  Sem- 
ary  shall  be  located. 

The  Brethren  then,  on  bended  knees,  united  with  their 
everend  President  in  prayer  ;  and,  after  singing  a  Hymn, 
ley  bid  each  other  an  affectionate  adieu. 

Attest, 

DAVID  F.  SCHAEFFER,  A.  M. 

Secretary. 

N.  B.  Here  the  agent  must  insert  his  name. 
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The  General  Synod  to  the  Members  of  the  Evangelic  £ 
Lutheran  Church  :  Grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace  from  Gc  be 
our  Father,  and  from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  In  the  kii 
providence  of  our  merciful  God,  vve  have  again  had  the  pie;  S; 
sure  of  meeting  in  General  Synod,  and  engaging  in  fratern 
consultation  about  the  high  interests  of  the  Redeemer’s  kin; 
dom.  Our  gratification,  at  this  meeting,  has  been  enhanci  ii 
by  the  presence  of  a  delegation  from  the  Synod  of  We 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  reception  of  that  numerous  and  ic 
portant  body  into  the  connexion  of  the  General  Synod  ;  ; 
well  as  by  a  variety  of  other  circumstances,  all  tending 


prove,  that  the  prejudices,  which  had  existed  against  th 
body,  are  rapidly  subsiding ;  and  that  a  few  years  more  w 
present  to  the  Christian  eye,  the  pleasing  spectacle  of  tl 
whole  Lutheran  Church,  in  the  United  States,  joined  togeth 
by  the  mild,  yet  salutary,  bond  of  this  Advisory  Council.- 
During  the  five  years  of  the  existence  of  the  General  Syno 
she  has  given  full  evidence  of  the  excellence  of  her  consl 
tution,  of  the  fraternal  spirit  which  actuates  her  counsels,  at 
of  the  happy  results  which  the  friends  of  Lutheranism  mi 
anticipate  from  her  future  operations.  Against  the  dang; 
of  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  individual  Synods,  r 
other  security  was  requisite,  to  the  enlightened  mind,  beyor 
the  structure  of  her  Constitution,  and  the  principles  on  whit 
it  was  founded  ;  and  to  those  who,  though  filled  with  prejt 
dices,  were,  nevertheless,  willing  to  be  better  informed  oft! 
measures  which  have  emanated  from  the  General  Syno 
seem  to  have  given  general  satisfaction. 

The  General  Synod  are  happy  in  being  able  to  represei 
the  situation  of  all  the  several  Synods  of  our  Church  as  trui 
prosperous. 
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The  Synod  of  New  York,  and  the  adjoining  states,  con- 
nues  to  evince  that  enlightened  zeal  for  the  extension  of 
uitheranism,  by  which  she  has  heretofore  been  distinguished. 
>y  well  directed  and  energetic  measures,  the  brethren  of  this 
ynod  are  rapidly  establishing  Churches  throughout  that  vast 
nd  growing  state;  and  the  General  Synod  regard,  with  par- 
cular  pleasure,  the  rising  fame  of  Hartwick  Seminary, 
vhich,  they  are  happy  to  learn,  continues  to  afford  equal  evi- 
ence,  of  the  distinguished  abilities  of  its  reverend  principal, 
ad  of  the  enlightened  zeal  of  the  Synod,  whose  particular 
■atronage  it  enjoys, 

The  Synod  of  East  Pennsylvania  now  consists  of  about  fifty 
Ministers,  whose  parochial  reports  afford  abundant  evidence 
tf  their  activity,  and  of  the  extension  of  our  Church  within 
heir  borders.  Much  has  been  done  by  this  Synod  in  the 
:ause  of  domestic  missions,  and  the  General  Synod  would 
•ecommend  their  example  to  the  imitation  of  the  Synods 
generally.  From  the  statements  of  some  members  of  this 
jody,  who  were  present  at  their  last  meeting,  we  learn,  that 
hose  few  congregations  which  were  opposed  to  the  General 
synod,  and  on  whose  account  the  Clergy  deemed  it  prudent 
:o  relinquish,  for  a  season,  their  connexion  with  this  body, 
had,  in  a  great  measure,  become  convinced  of  their  error; 
that  the  Ministers  still  retained  their  attachment  to  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Synod,  and  that  we  may  expect  soon  to  see  them  resume 
their  connexion  with  an  institution,  among  the  founders  of 
which  they  held  a  distinguished  rank. 

The  Synod  of  West  Pennsylvania,  held  their  first  regu¬ 
lar  meeting  at  Chambersburgh,  in  September  last;  on  which 
occasion  a  constitution  was  adopted,  and  a  resolution  unani¬ 
mously  passed  to  send  delegates  to  the  General  Synod,  and 
to  enter  into  permanent  connexion  with  said  body.  The 
number  of  Ministers  now  belonging  to  this  Synod  is  about 
thirty,  and  from  their  known  zeal  and  devotedness  to  the 
truth,  it  may  be  confidently  expected  that  this  will  prove  one 
of  our  most  active  and  efficient  Synods. 

The  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  has  increased  in 
number,  so  as  to  be  entifled,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  General  Synod,  to  three  Clerical  and  three  Lay  delegates 
in  that  body.  This  Synod  adopted  general  principles,  rela¬ 
tive  to  a  Theological  Seminary,  which  they  instructed  their 
delegates  to  advocate  before  this  body,  and  which  paved  the 
way  to  the  important  and  extensive  measures  recorded  in  the 
preceding  minutes.  Occasional  special  conferences  are  held 
in  this  Synod,  as  well  as  in  most  others,  and  the  General  Sy¬ 
nod  cannot  but  regard  with  pleasure  the  zeal  and  activity 
manifested  by  the  brethren  of  this  Syuod. 
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Tve  Synod  of  Ohio  continues  to  increase  in  Ministers  ar  ini 
churches.  Although  the  brethren  of  this  Synod  had  electe  nbjoci 
delegates  to  the  last  General  Synod,  no  representation  wj  » 
present  at  the  present  session.  Whether  or  not  delegate  ut  th 
were  elected  and  prevented  from  attending,  this  body  has  n<  nw 
been  informed.  In  the  known  piety  and  devotedness  of  th  ie|r 
Synod,  the  General  Synod  find  an  ample  pledge  that  its  merr. 
bers  will  not  ultimately  abandon  an  institution  which  is  so  ne  fol 
cessarv  to  the  harmony  and  unity  of  our  church,  and  whic  (rtaii 
alone  can  enable  the  individual  Synods  successfully  to  pro  fe? 
vide  for  the  future  welfare  of  the  churches  committed  t  iw 


their  charge. 


iter; 


Synod  of  North  Carolina  appears  to  be  laboring  wit'.  W 
unremitted  zeal.  As  the  calls  for  missionary  labour,  address  ^ 
ed  to  this  Synod,  were  so  numerous,  three  of  the  locate!  bo 
pastors  spent  a  portion  of  the  past  year  in  extensive  journey  M 
to  visit  distant  brethren,  and  break  unto  them  the  bread  o  dpr 
life.  From  the  minutes  of  their  last  session,  it  appears  tha  Ho' 
the  opposition  of  certain  congregations  against  the  Genera  0, 
Synod  is  rapidly  subsiding,  and  that  some  of  them  have  mad<  Sen 
application  to  be  received  into  connexion  with  this  body.  Ir ; 
these  events  the  General  Synod  sees  another  evidence  addet  id 
to  the  long  catalogue  of  proofs,  that  though  some  of  our  mem*  ^ 
bers,  who  live  remote  from  the  sources  of  authentic  inform  a-;. 


tion,  may,  for  a  while,  be  led  astray  by  the  misrepresenta 


tions  of  ignorant  and  designing  men,  the  truth  will  at  last 
victorious,  and  the  work  of  God  eventually  commend  itsehnr 
to  the  conscience  of  every  honest  man.  [ 


The  Synod  or  South  Carolina  was  organized  in  Janua¬ 
ry,  189,4,  and  the  Augsburg  confession  adopted  as  the  stand¬ 


ard  ot  the  doctrines  to  be  believed  and  taught  by  its  mem 
bers.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year,  another  meeting 
was  held,  at  which  time  the  number  of  ministers,  connected! 
with  this  Synod,  amounted  to  ten.  From  the  report  of  a 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  our  congre¬ 
gations  in  that  section  of  the  country,  it  appears  that  there 
are  twenty-four  Lutheran  Churches  in  South  Carolina,  two 
in  Georgia,  and  some  imperfectly  organized,  in  Alabama. 
The  necessity  of  missionary  labour,  within  the  bounds  of  this 
Synod,  is  sensibly  felt;  and  from  the  zeal  and  devotedness 
hifherto  evinced  bv  these  brethren,  there  is  reason  to  expect 
that  much  will  be  done  for  the  welfare  of  Zion,  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  Synod  were  formerly  attached  to  the  Synod  of 
North  Carolina,  and  were  induced  by  the  increase  of  their 
churches,  and  the  great  distance  from  the  usual  places  of 
meeting,  to  establish  a  new  Synod. 


IS 


In  the  Pastoral  Address  of  the  last  General  Synod,  on  the 
.ibject  of  the  Tennessee  Conference,  the  hope  was  ex- 
ressed  that  time  and  reflection  would  convince  its  members 
lat  their  opposition  to  the  General  Synod  was  founded  on 
rror.  Since  then  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from 
ie  lips  of  several  of  their  oldest  and  most  respected  mem- 
ers,  that  they  now  regard  the  General  Synod  as  a  useful  in- 
dtution,  and  highly  disapprove  of  the  turbulent  conduct  of  a 
ertain  member  of  that  conference,  who,  agreeably  to  the 
ites  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  has  never  been  lawfully  or- 
ained.  Indeed,  we  have  heard,  from  the  same  source,  that 
everal  of  the  members  have  pledged  themselves  to  leave  the 
Conference  if  they  cannot  succeed  in  having  the  individual 
lluded  to  expelled.  One  of  its  ministers  ha«  already  return- 
d  to  the  North  Carolina  Synod;  and,  it  is  expected,  that  of 
ie  few'  who  remain,  those  that  are  conscientiously  labouring 
5  promote  the  welfare  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  w  ill  ere  long. 
dIIow  the  example. 

On  the  subject  of  the  state  of  our  Church  in  Euprope,  the 
Jeneral  Synod  have  received  an  interesting  letter  from  the 
minent  and  learned  G.  J.  Plank ,  D.  D.  C’onsistorialrath 
nd  Professor  of  Theology,  in  the  University  of  Goettingen, 
rhich,  whilst  it  evinces  the  utility  of  the  committee  of  For- 
ign  Correspondence,  established  by  the  last  General  Synod, 
fiords  an  interesting  and  condensed  view  of  the  state  of  our 
hurch  in  Germany.  As  the  whole  of  this  interesting  letter 
/ill  be  laid  before  the  public  in  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
ntelligencer ,  shortly  to  be  published  under  the  direction  of 
ne  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  we  shall  merely  advert 
?  a  few  items  of  which  it  treats.  It  cannot  fail  to  be  grati- 
iing  to  the  friends  of  the  General  Synod ,  to  hear  the  opin- 
3n  this  distinguished  man  gives  in  favour  of  this  institution, 
i  such  emphatic  terms. 

“Permit  me  (says  Dr.  Plank,)  to  acknowledge  the  grafifi- 
ation  with  which  I  perused  your  account  of  the  plan  for  the 
inion  of  all  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Churches  in  the  Unit- 
Id  States  into  one  General  Synod,  which  has  already,  in  part, 
leen  accomplished;  and  to  express  the  pleasing  anticipations 
vhich  it  has  excited  in  my  mind.  If  my  expectations  do  not 
•leceive  me,  the  consequences  of  this  union  may  prove  of  the 
tritmost  importance,  not  only  to  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the 
United  States,  but  also  to  our  Church  at  large,  even  in  the 
■i  Miropean  world. ’’  And  again  speaking  of  the  effects  which 
uture  political  revolutions  of  Europe  will  probable  exert  on 
he  Church,  this  venerable  man  says — ‘‘Nevertheless,  in  view 
>f  these  consequences,  I  yield  myself  to  the  pleasing  expec- 


14 


lb 

Mini 


,«y;' 

ieen 


Bern 


To 


Mion,  that  the  general  union  of  your  churches,  which  has 
been  so  happily  commenced,  will  continue  to  prosper  an< 
form  a  united  body,”  a  rallying  point  for  the  Evangelical  leel 
ings  and  exertions  of  the  church.  “The  prudence,  the  vvis-  .  , 
dom,  and  the  mild  determination,  which  have  characterized  th< 
commencement  and  progress  of  the  work,  at  least  afford  am 
pie  security  for  the  nature  of  its  effects ;  and,  in  an  undertak 
*ng  in  which  we  have  engaged  for  the  sake  of  the  Redee 
jmer’s  kingdom,  and  with  a  view  to  the  advancement  of  its  in 
terest,  we  may  always  calculate  on  the  gracious  aid  of  ou: 
Lord  himself,  to  whom  no  obstacle  is  insurmountable.”  Wha 
adds  peculiar  weight  to  this  testimony,  and  ought  to  insure  i 
no  small  influence  on  the  minds  of  those  who  have  doubted  thi 
utility  of  our  Gen.  Synod,  is  that  Dr.  Planck  has  made  the  his  lre- 
tory  and  government  of  the  Christian  Church  his  peculia: 
study  through  life;  that  he  is  confessedly  one  of  the  first  ec 
clesiastical  historians  of  the  age,  and  therefore  ought  to 
well  qualified  to  judge  of  the  effects  of  such  an  institution 

Concerning  the  Government  of  our  churches,  Dr-  Plane! 
remarks — “In  the  Protestant  provinces  of  Germany,  ou  18 " 
churches  have  generally  retained  the  organization  which  wa® 
adopted  at  the  time  of  the  Reformation.  And  as  this  organi 
zation,  in  some  instances,  was  influenced  by  local  circum 
stances,  and  was  not  the  result  of  a  settled  plan,  some  diver 
sity  of  external  structure  was  naturally  introduced.  Never 
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theless,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  the  uniformity  of  the  principles 


from  which,  under  different  circumstances,  this  diversity  wa 
deduced.”  He  records  it  as  one  of  the  peculiar  traits,  b; 
which  the  present  state  of  our  church  in  Germany  is  distin 
guished,  that  there  is  not  only  a  decided  increase  of  true  pie 
ty  and  activity  in  the  cause  of  Missionary,  and  Bible,  am 


Tract,  and  other  charitable  and  benevolent  Societies,  but  ai 
increased  attachment  to  the  church  of  Christ  as  a  visible  bo 
dy,  and  a  higher  estimate  of  the  privilege  of  membership  ii 
the  church.  In  those  churches,  which,  by  the  recent  politi 
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cal  changes  of  Europe,  were  brought  under  the  jurisdiction  o 
the  Catholic  Government  of  Bavaria,  an  attempt  has  beei 
made  to  do  away  the  former  Consistorial  government,  and  t< 
organize  the  church  on  principles  similar  to  those  of  ou 
church  in  this  country,  and  of  the  Presbyterian  church  a 


large. 


As  the  recent  revolutions  of  Europe  stripped  the  Romar 
hierarchy  of  two  thirds  of  her  possessions,  which  were  secw 
larized  for  the  benefit  of  protestant  princes,  she  is  making 
renewed  exertions  to  regain  her  lost  ground,  and  this  has  pro¬ 
duced  an  unhappy  and  reciprocal  spirit  of  animosity  anc 


prosely tism,  both  in  that  church  and  in  our  own.  Ou  the  oth- 


fort 
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r  hand,  that  sectarian  spirit,  which  had  subsisted  between  the 
lembers  of  the  Reformed  and  Lutheran  Churches,  has  in 
leneral,  vanished,  and  a  union  between  the  two  churches 
een  effected,  throughout  the  Prussian  monarchy, in  the  Hes- 
ian  territories  and  in  those  of  Nassau,  in  the  Palatinate  and 
a  Baden.  On  tne  whole,  it  appears  that  our  church  in 
Germany  is  improving  in  zeal  for  the  Redeemer;  that  infi- 
ielity  is  avowed  less  presumptuously,  and  opposed  more  tri- 
[imphantly,  than  has  of  late  years  been  the  case. 

To  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  ;  to  the  eternal  Son  of 
God,  we  would  ascribe  honour,  praise,  and  gratitude,  that  he 
lias  not  left  nor  forsaken  his  church  ;  that  he  is  the  same 
od  unto  us  as  he  was  to  our  fathers,  and  that  our  hearts 
are  still  gladdened  by  the  light  of  his  countenance,  and  our 
souls  elated  by  the  joys  of  his  salvation. 

tn  conclusion,  the  Gen.  Syn.  would,  in  few  words,  call  the 
ttention  of  the  churches  to  the  important  measures  which 
ave  been  adopted  relative  to  a  Theological  Seminary. — 
rethren !  We  have  sketched  out  for  you  the  plan  of  such 
an  institution  ;  we  have  chosen,  as  its  basis,  the  same  prin¬ 
ciples  which  have  sustained  our  church  during  three  hun¬ 
dred  years  ;  the  same  holy  principles  which  have  sustained 
Christianity,  since  the  days  of  the  A  postles.  Knowing  that 
w  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than  that  which  is  laid,1-1 
we  have  founded  this  institution  on  the  rock  Chri«t  ;  and 
ow  we  call  on  you  to  build  it  up  into  an  edifice,  which  shall 
da  honour  to  the  liberality  of  your  hearts,  to  make  it  com¬ 
mensurate  with  the  wants  of  our  extended  church,  and  to 
make  it  an  important  and  efficient  engine  in  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  mediatorial  reign  of  your  Redeemer.  Remeni'- 
ber,  that  all  your  possessions  are  but  talents  lent  you,  and 
that  of  the  use  which  you  make  of  them,  you  must  render 
an  account.  Remember,  that  the  interests  of  Christ’s  king¬ 
dom  are  your  interests  ;  that  the  advancement  of  them  is 
your  highest  duty  ;  that,  if  you  have  done  but  little  hereto¬ 
fore,  you  have  not  done  what  you  were  bound  to  do.  An 
opportunity  is  now  given  you  to  make  amends  for  past  ne¬ 
glect,  and  to  discharge  your  present  duty.  Cast  your  eyes 
around  you,  upon  the  waste  places  of  our  Zion.  See  her 
shrouded  in  mourning,  and  bewailing  ber  destitute  condition. 
Hear  the  voice  of  her  sons  and  daughters,  at  every  session 
of  our  different  Synods,  imploring  spiritual  aid,  calling  for 
some  messenger  of  the  gospel,  to  break  unto  them  the  bread 
of  life,  and  teach  them  the  way  to  Heaven.  Think,  too,  that 
your  opportunity  of  giving  a  portion  of  your  substance  to  the 
Lord,  may  soon  be  closed  by  death  ;  and  then  ask  your  own 
conscience — shall  I  sit  still  and  do  nothing  ?  Shall  1  refuse 
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a  small  pittance  to  that  God  who  gave  me  every  thing  t 
possess?  No,  brethren!  Remember,  the  Lord  loveth 
cheerful  giver :  give^  therefore,  liberally,  according  as  the 
Lord  may  have  prospered  you,  and  “remember  the  word* 
of  tlie  Lord  J«sus,  how  he  said — it  is  more  blessed  to  givi 
than  to  receive 


.1'  '"I"  niwmiiiHi  w  iwiwuppHTPPniiPH  1  i  1~|~nnir  wim  "  n 


Jlffmite* 


er  the 


FROCESDZNaS 


OF  THE 


OF  THE 

EV.  LUTHERAN  CHURCH, 

IN  THE 

UNITED  STATES. 


Convened  at  Gettysburg,  Pa. 


OtTOBER,  1827. 


GETTYSBURG : 

PRINTED  AT  THE  PRESS  OF  THE  THEOL.  SEMINARY. 

H.  C.  NEINSTEDT,  PRINTER. 

1837. 


■ 


-  I,,-.-.  •  '  -  >  "  ••  •• 

r.-  ■ 


:  j 


. 


-  »  / 


*•  t-  ■■  - 

■ 

•  •  • 

•'  '  ■  ■'  : ■■■  ■  pi. 


•  *  :  '  '  '  X  ,  ■. 

: 


•  <i 


•' 

J  \  ,  ..  i  '■  - 

-si 


masnmBS 


OF 

THE  FOURTH  GENERAL  SYNOD 

OF  THE 

EV.  LUTHERAN  CUURCJI. 


Gettysburg,  Sunday,  Oct.  26,  1827. 

THIS  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Synod,  the  clerical  and  lay  delegates  elected  by  the  differ¬ 
ent  Synods,  together  with  the  other  clergy  present,  assembled 
at  the  house  of  the  resident  pastor,  and  at  10  o’clock  A.  M. 
proceeded  to  the  Lutheran  Church.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Ivurtz  de¬ 
livered  the  pastoral  discourse, — after  which,  the  whole  Synod 
united  with  the  church,  and  other  brethren  present,  in  cele¬ 
brating  the  holy  supper  of  our  divine  and  risen  Saviour.  The 
preparatory  discourse  had  been  delivered  on  the  previous  day 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Heim.  In  the  afternoon,  divine  service  was 
conducted  in  the  German  language,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ilelfen- 
stein,  and  at  night,  by  the  Secretary  in  the  English  language. 
Rev.  Messrs.  Reck  ami  Klein  preached  in  the  other  churches  of 
the  town,  which  had  been  kindly  tendered  for  the  purpose. 

Monday,  9  o’clock. 

The  President,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shobee.,  being  absent, the  Se¬ 
cretary,  agreeably  to  the  constitution,  organized  the  Synod  by 
prayer. 

The  Minutes  of  the  different  Synods  and  other  credentials 
were  then  presented,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  follow¬ 
ing  brethren  were  elected  as  delegates  to  the  General  Synod. 
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FROM  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Rev.  Martin  Walter,  pastor  cf  the  chinches  in  Fincastk 
ami  its  vicinity,  B  ittetourt  county. 

Rev.  Mr.  J.  Reck,  pastor  of  the  churches  in  Salisbury  and 
its  vicinity. 

Mr.  Ramsouer,  from  the  congregations  of  Lincoln  county. 
Jesse  Walton,  esq.  Rowan  county. 

FROM  MARYLAND  k  VIRGINIA. 

Rev.  Dr.  Kurtz,  pastor  of  the  German  Lutheran  church 
in  Baltimore. 

Rev.  Mr.  D.  F.  Schaffer,  pastor  of  the  church  in  Frede- 
ricktown. 

Rev.  Mr.  C.  P  Krautii,  pastor  of  the  2d  English  Luther¬ 
an  church  in  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  J.  IIarry ,  Hagerstown. 

Mr.  A.  Lichterw alter,  Taneytown. 

FROM  WEST  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Rev.  Mr.  J.  Herbst,  pastor  of  the  churches  in  Gettysburg 
ami  its  vicinity. 

Rev.  Mr  II.  Stechf.r,  pastor  of  the  churches,  York  co. 
Rev.  Mr.  W.  IIeim,  pastor  of  the  churches  in  Mifflin  and 
its  vicinity. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Morris,  York. 

Geo.  Ziegler,  esq.  Gettysburg. 

Geo.  Smyser,  esq.  Gettysburg. 

The  Synod  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  and  on 
counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that 

Rev.  Mr.  KURTZ,  D.  D.  was  elected  President . 

D.F.  SIIAEFFER,  A.M.  Secretary. 

G.  A.  B  ARN I TZ ,  esq.  Treasurer. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  present,  and  admitted  as  ad¬ 
vising  members — • 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Sclimucker,  Rev.  Mr.  Grob,  Rev.  Prof. 
Schmucker;  Rev.  Messrs.  Klein,  Eysler,  Hoffman,  and  Albert. 
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The  Rev.  Mr.  Hclfenstein,  of  Philadelphia,  as  delegate 
hem  i lie  iiibie  Society  in  shat  city — 

And  Kev.  Mr.  van  der  Sloot,  as  delegate  from  the  General 
Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

The  Minutes  of  the  several  Synods  being  laid  on  the  table, 
it  was  resolved:  That  they  be  distributed  among  the  follow  ing 
committees  for  report; 

1.  Rev.  Reck  and  Ramsouer, 

2.  ”  Herbst  and  Morris, 

3.  99  Kraut h  and  Nusz. 

The  Rev.  J.  Ilelfenstein  having  informed  (he  Synod,  of  the 
nature  of  his  mission  to  this  Synod,  it  was  resolved: 

That  Rev.  Messrs.  Schaeffer  and  Heim,  and  Messrs.  Wal¬ 
ter,  Harry  and  Smyser,  report  on  this  subject  during  the  af¬ 
ternoon  session. 

The  Synod  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole: 
after  which, 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  I)r.  Planck,  of  Goettingen,  wfas  read. 
The  Synod  was  gratified  by  the  deep  interest  evinced  by  this 
letter,  in  the  affairs  of  our  church  in  the  United  States,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  good  wishes  of  its  distinguished  author  with  grateful 
feelings.  The  corresponding  committee  was  directed  to  an¬ 
swer  this  communication. 

An  interesting  letter  from  Rev.  G.  Shober,  was  then  read. 
Ordered  that  the  Secretary  answ  er  it,  and  that  he  he  requested 
to  insert  it  in  the  Intelligencer.  Resolved,  That  an  extract  be 
inserted  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod. 

Mi*.  Morris  was  appointed  to  furnish  the  secretary  with 
sue  h  extract,  and  a  translation  of  it. 

Resolved ,  That  the  minutes  of  each  session  be  read  at  the 
commencement  of  the  subsequent  session. 

A  letter  from  Rev,  Dr.  Knicwel,  of  Danzig,  containing  a 
description  cf  the  state  of  our  church  in  Prussia,  was  read. 

Synod  adjourned. 

Monday,  3  o’clock  V.  M, 

Synod  was  constituted  by  prayer. 

The  consideration  of  Dr.  Kniewel's  letter  having  been  re¬ 
sumed,  it  was  resolved : 
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That  an  extract  from  it  be  inserted  into  the  Minutes. 

Resolved ,  That  Rev.  J.  Herbst,  furnish  the  secretary  with 
such  extract,  and  translation  in  the  English  language. 

A  letter  from  the  Tract  Society  at  Philadelphia,  was  read, 
and  referred  to  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  and  J.  Herbst. 

The  Committee  which  was  appointed  to  the  subject  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Helfenstein’s  mission,  presented  the  following  report, 
which  was  read  and  adopted,  viz. 

Whereas  the  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia  have  resolved  to 
supply  every  family  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  destitute  of  a 
Bible  with  a  copy  of  it,  and  have  communicated  such  a  reso¬ 
lution  to  this  Synod  through  their  agent,  Rev.  S.  Helfenstein, 
requesting  their  co-operation  in  effecting  this  object:  There¬ 
fore,  Resolved:  that  this  Synod  highly  approve  of  the  lauda¬ 
ble  undertaking  of  said  Society,  and  being  desirous  to  give 
every  facility  to  such  efforts — earnestly  recommend  to  all  the 
ministers  and  members  of  the  churches  within  their  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  to  give  every  assistance  within  their  power  to  cany 
into  effect  the  operations  of  said  society ,*and  of  every  other 
similar  institution  now  established,  or,  that  may  be  establish¬ 
ed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  their  Synod. 

The  decisions  of  the  different  Synods  having  been  called  for, 
on  the  subject  of  the  alteration  in  the  Preamble  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  General  Synod  which  was  recommend¬ 
ed  by  the  last  General  Synod,  it  was  found  that  the  Synods  had 
unanimously  adopted  the  alteration,  ami  the  President  there¬ 
fore  pronounced  the  Constitution  altered  so  as  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“Jesus  Christ,  the  Supreme  Head  of  his  Church,  having 
prescribed  no  entire  specific  directory  for  government  and 
discipline,  and  every  sectional  church  being  left  at  full  liber¬ 
ty,  &c. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
Minutes  of  West  Penn.  Synod,  was  read  and  adopted. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia  was  read  and  adopted. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of 
North-Carolina  was  read  and  adopted. 


Resolved,  that  a  Pastoral  letter  be  addressed  by  this  Synod 
to  our  churches,  and  that  the  Reports  adopted,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee,  who  shall  prepare  said  Pastoral  letter. 

The  Committee  consists  of  Rev.  D.  F.  Scheefier,  Rev.  J. 
Herbst  and  Professor  Schmucker. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the 
American  Tract  Society,  made  the  following  report  which  was 
read  and  adopted,  viz. 

Resolved :  That  the  General  Synod  of  the  Ev.  Lutheran 
Church  in  the  United  States  regard  with  deep  interest  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  and  recommend  the  de¬ 
sign  of  said  society  to  the  churches  under  their  care ;  to  give 
it  their  aid  by  the  formation  of  auxiliary  societies,  and  such 
other  means  as  have  been  recommended  by  the  parent  institu¬ 
tion. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  for  publication  a  new 
Hymn-book  in  the  English  language,  made  the  following  re¬ 
port  : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  for  publication  a 
new  and  comprehensive  selection  of  Hymns,  for  tlie  use  of  ' 
our  churches,  respectfully  report,  that  they  have  devoted 
their  most  particular  and  prayerful  attention  to  the  important 
business  assigned  to  them.  They  have  procured  all  the  most 
excellent  and  valuable  hymn-books  used  by  sister  churches, 
and  have  also  examined  very  many  hymns  found  dispersed 
through  the  works  of  individual  authors.  They  feel  assured 
that  the  selection  made  will  contain  the  major  part  of  the  best 
hymns  extant  in  the  English  language.  They  have  also,  after 
mature  consideration,  constructed  a  new  arrangement,  which 
they  deem  decidedly  more  practical  than  any  other  which  they 
have  seen,  and  calculated  to  be  more  useful  both  to  ministers 
and  laymen.  A  general  view  of  this  arrangement  they  beg  leave 
to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  General  Synod.  The  basis 
of  the  selection  is  the  New- York  Hymn-book,  according  to  the 
instructions  of  this  bod};  and  the  hymns  selected  from  it,  to¬ 
gether  with  those  intended  to  be  added,  will  amount  from 
eight  to  nine  hundred. 
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The  committee  recommend  that  the  printing  of  the  work  be 
commenced  at  the  press  of  the  Theol.  Seminary  without  delay,  l» 
and  that  a  committee  he  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  ar- 
,  rangeinents  for  its  publication,  and  to  attend  to  the  accuracy 
of  the  impression.  Li 

Signed —  in, 

S.  S.  Sell  MUCKER. 

C.  P.  Krauth. 

G.  S HOB  Eli 

.1  G.  SCUMUCKER. 

B.  Keller 

Divine  service  was  conducted  at  candle-light  in  the  German  tt! 
language,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Waiter.  (j 

Adjourned.  I5 

Tuesday  9  o’clock,  A.  M.  ((i 

The  Report  of  the  committee  on  the  Hymn-book,  was  again 
read,  the  plan  for  the  arrangement  of  the  hymns  attentively'  . 
considered,  and  the  whole  unanimously  adopted. 

Professor  Schmucker  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Herbst  were  appoint¬ 
ed  to  contract  with  the  printer,  to  superintend  the  publication 
of  the  Hymn-book  and  to  secure  to  this  Synod  the  copy-right ,  R 
of  the  same. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hinscli  appeared  and  presented  to  this  body  the 
Minutes  of  tne  German  Reformed  Synod,  and  received  a  seat; 
as  an  advisory  member,  whereupon  it  was  , 

Resolved,  that  an  equal  number  of  the  Minutes  of  this  Syn¬ 
od  he  sent  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  church. 

Resolved  :  That  the  Hymn-book  be  printed  in  octodecimo 
form. 

Resolved  :  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Herbst  be  appointed  General 
Agent  for  the  sale  of  said  Hymn-book,  and  that  a  reasonable 
compensation  be  allowed  him  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  book  for  his  services. 

Resolved:  That  5000  copies  be  printed. 

Resolved:  That  the  printer  of  the  English  Catechism  here-  , 
quested  to  dispose  of  them  on  such  terms  that  they  can  he  re¬ 
tailed  at  12|  cents  per  copy. 

Resolved:  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ascertain  wheth¬ 
er  the  copy-right  for  the  Catechism,  printed  by  Messrs. 
Gruber  &  May,  be  valid. 
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2.  That  if  it  be  valid,  ■whether  it  can  be  regained  to  this 
body.  The  committee  consists  of  Rev.  Messrs.  Schaeffer  & 
Herbst,  and  Mr.  Harry. 

Resolved:  1.  That  the  committee  on  the  Hymn-book  and 
Liturgy,  have  leave  to  report  on  the  Liturgy  at  the  next  meet¬ 
ing  of  this  Synod. 

2.  That  they  report  a  Constitution  for  the  government  of 
district  Synods,  to  be  recommended  to  the  several  Synods 
connected  with  this  body. 

Resolved:  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  address  a  let¬ 
ter  of  thanks  to  our  benefactors  in  Europe  for  the  distinguish¬ 
ed  liberality,  which  they  have  evinced  in  behalf  of  our  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  and  the  affection  which  they  have  display¬ 
ed  towards  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States. 

On  this  committee  were  appointed  Rev.  Dr.  Schmucker, 
and  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Herbst  and  Keller.  It  was  resolved, 
that  this  letter  be  also  attested  by  the  Officers  of  the  General 
Synod. 

Resolved:  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Schaeffer,  of  Philadelphia,  be 
requested  to  continue  his  attention  to  the  compilation  of  the  im¬ 
portant  and  interesting  events  in  the  early  history  of  our 
church  in  the  United  States,  in  order  that  they  may  be  rescued 
from  oblivion.  Dr.  Kurtz,  and  D.  F.  Sclneffer,  to  be  a  com¬ 
mittee,  to  present  to  him  this  request. 

Adjourned  to  2  o’clock. 

2  o’clock,  P.  M. 

The  delegates  from  the  Synod  of  West  Pennsylvania  in¬ 
formed  the  General  Synod,  that  they  had  adopted  the  Formu¬ 
la  of  Government  and  Discipline,  recommended  by  this  body 
to  the  different  Synods,  and  that  they  wished  to  add  the  fol¬ 
lowing  clauses,  which  they  now  submitted  to  this  body  for  its 
sanction. 

These  additions  were  unanimously  approved,  of  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Synod — and  were  as  follows: 

TO  CHAPTER  III.  2, 

INo  minister  shall  knowingly  grant  to  a  member  of  another 
congregation  any  privileges  of  the  church,  which  would  be  de¬ 
nied  to  said  member  by  his  own  pastor. 
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It  is  recommended,  that  when  a  member  of  one  of  our  church¬ 
es  moves  into  the  bounds  of  another,  and  wishes  to  be  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  privileges  of  the  church,  he  shall  bring  with  him  a 
certificate  of  good  standing  from  his  former  pastor. 

Each  minister  shall  consider  it  his  duty  to  keep  a  list  of  all 
the  persons  baptized,  confirmed,  admitted  to  sacramental  com¬ 
munion.  and  buried,  in  each  of  his  congregations  ;  and  shall 
annually  report  the  amount  of  these  items  to  the  Synod 

It  is  the  sacred  duty  ©f  every  minister  so  to  conduct  himself, 
that  his  life  shall  present  to  his  congregations  an  example  of 
true  Christian  propriety  of  deportment:  And  should  any  minis¬ 
ter  of  our  church  be  guilty  of  an  open  vice  (which  may  God  hi 
mercy  prevent!),  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  church-council  ear¬ 
nestly  to  exhort  him  several  times  to  reformation,  and  if  this 
should  prove  ineffectual,  or  if  the  case  be  such  as  to  bring  dis¬ 
grace  upon  the  church,  to  report  him  to  the  Synod. 

If  any  member  of  the  church-council  should  conduct  himself 
in  a  manner  unworthy  of  his  office,  he  may  be  accused  before 
the  council,  and  if  found  guilty,  his  case  shall  be  referred  to 
the  whole  church  for  decision. 
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TO  CHAPTER  IV.  4. 

Any  vacant  congregation  also  may  send  a  delegate  to  lay 
its  concerns  before  the  Synod:  And  the  church-councils  of 
each  clerical  district,  may  annually  send  to  the  Synod  as  many 
lay  delegates  as  there  are  ministers  present  at  the  Synod  from 
said  district. 
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TO  CHAPTER  V.  2. 

It  is  recommended  to  the  church-council  to  keep  a  complete 
list  of  all  the  communing  members  of  the  church. 
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TO  CHAPTER  V.  5.  (||j 

It  is  recommended  as  accordant  with  the  principles  of  the 
New  Testament,  that  the  members  of  the  church  might  not  to  ^ 
prosecute  each  other  before  a  civil  tribunal,  until  they  have  first  j,T] 
made  an  attempt  to  settle  their  point  of  difference  through  the 
mediation  of  their  Christian  brethren.  v 
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The  subject  of  publishing  a  new  Hymn-book  in  the  German 
language,  adapted  to  the  joint  use  of  Lutheran  and  Reformed 
Churches,  was  now  taken  into  consideration.  After  some  dis_ 
cussion,  it  was 

Resolved:  That  as  the  joint  Hymn-book  for  the  Lutheran  & 
Reformed  Churches,  now  in  use,  is  introduced  in  a  large 
number  of  our  congregations,  as  it  is  possessed  of  considera¬ 
ble  merit,  and  as  the  introduction  of  a  new  one  would  be  at¬ 
tended  with  much  expense  to  our  congregations,  and  confusion 
in  worship;  therefore  the  General  Synod  deem  it  inexpedient 
to  publish  or  recommend  the  introduction  of  a  new  one  in  the 
churches  under  their  care. 

The  first  stated  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  tliG 
Theological  Seminary,  on  the  state  of  said  institution,  was 
read  and  directed  to  be  printed  with  the  minutes  of  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Synod. 

Resolved:  That  the  profits  of  the  sale  of  hymn-books,  be 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  General  Synod,  and  that  hereaf¬ 
ter,  the  reasonable  expenses  of  the  delegates  in  attending  the 
meetings  of  the  General  Synod,  be  paid  from  this  fund. 

It  having  been  stated  by  the  delegates  from  North  Carolina, 
that  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  had  expressed  a  desire  to  be 
received  into  connexion  with  the  General  Synod,  but  supposed 
that  their  intention  to  establish  a  Theological  Seminary  with¬ 
in  the  bounds  of  their  Synod,  would  prove  an  obstacle  to  their 
reception,  it  was 

Resolved:  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  Synod  of  South 
Carolina,  that  their  intention  to  establish  a  Seminary,  within 
their  own  state,  will  not  be  an  impediment  to  their  being  re¬ 
ceived  into  connexion  with  the  General  Synod,  provided  it  be 
effected  in  conformity  to  Article  III,  Section  G,  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution  of  the  General  Synod. 

Resolved:  That  Mr.  C.  Morris  assist  the  publishing  com¬ 
mittee,  in  making  a  contract  with  the  printer  for  printing  the 
hymn-book. 

An  interesting  letter  was  read  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hazelius, 
Principal  of  Hartwick  Seminary,  New  York.  It  was 
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Resolved:  That  Professor  Schmuckcr  answer  said  letter, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Pastoral  Ad¬ 
dress. 

Whereas  it  has  pleased  ihc  Almighty  Disposer  of  events, 
since  the  last  meeting  of  this  body,  to  remove  from  our  midst, 
our  beloved  brethren,  the  Rev.  Drs.  Lochman  and  Endrcss, 
who  were  among  the  Fathers  of  our  General  Synod,  and  able 
ministers  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  Therefore,  to  testify  our  feelings 
upon  this  occasion, 

Resolved:  That  wc  hereby  express  our  particular  regard 
for  those  esteemed  servants  of  the  Lord,  and  our  deep  afflic¬ 
tion  at  the  loss  sustained  by  the  church  in  their  death. 

Resolved:  That  all  papers  belonging  to  the  General  Synod, 
be  deposited  in  the  Archives  at  Gettysburg. 

Resolved:  That  500  copies  of  the  minutes  be  printed  in  the 
English,  and  as  many  in  the  German  language. 

Rev.  N.  Sh arrets  was  appointed  as  delegate  to  the  Synod  of 
Ohio,  and  the  Rev.  B.  Kurtz,  and  Rev.  J.  Schmidt,  as  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  German  Reformed  General  Synod. 

Time  and  place  of  next  meeting  were  then  determined,  and 
Hagerstown,  and  the  Fourth  Sunday  in  October,  1»20,  were 
fixed  on. 

In  the  evening  divine  service  was  conducted  in  the  English 
language  by  the  Ilev.  Mr.  Ki  autli. 

The  business  before  the  Synod  having  now  been  transacted, 
the  brethren  united  in  a  fervent  address  to  the  throne  of  grace, 
to  render  thanks  for  the  evidences  of  the  divine  favour  and  in- 
flucncc  which  they  had  witnessed  during  the  session,  and  to 
implore  upon  the  church  the  continued  blessing  of  Ilim,  who 
graciously  promised  to  be  with  her  always,  even  to  the  end  of 
the  world. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  extract, 

DAVID  F.  SCHAEFFER, 

Secretary. 
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STATED  REFORT 

OP 

THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS, 

10  THE 

GENERAL  SYNOD 

OF  THE 

EV.  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
ON  THE  STATE  OF  THEIR  SEMINARY. 


IN  presenting  to  the  Supreme  Judicatory  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  an  account  of  the  progress  of  the  institution  so  recently  founded,  under 
God,  by  their  faith  and  zeal ;  the  Board  of  Directors  feel  themselves  imperi¬ 
ously  called  on  to  render  their  acknowledgements  to  the  Great  Head  of  the 
Church,  in  whose  name  the  enterprise  was  undertaken,  and  who  has  so  graci¬ 
ously  smiled  upon  the  feeble  efforts  of  his  servants.  Agreeably  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  General  Synod,  the  Board  met  at  Hagerstown  on  the  first  Wednes¬ 
day  in  March  1826,  to  attend  to  the  important  and  difficult  duties  assigned  to 
them.  Extensive  exertions  had  been  made  by  the  citizens  of  several  towns,  to 
obtain  the  location  of  the  Seminary  ;  and  much  interest  was  excited  by  the  sub¬ 
ject.  Aware  of  the  fact,  that  the  decision  of  this  question  would  exert  an  im¬ 
portant  and  permanent  influence  on  the  welfare  of  this  institution,  and  feeling 
the  difficulties  which  conflicting  opinions  and  wishes  cast  into  their  way  ;  the 
Board,  at  different  stages  of  their  deliberations,  addressed  their  fervent  entrea¬ 
ties  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  for  the  guidance  of  his  Spirit,  until  a  de¬ 
gree  of  solemnity  was  thrown  around  the  question,  which  alike  convinced  them 
that  the  hand  of  God  would  guide  the  decision,  and  prepared  them  to  acquiesce 
in  the  result.  Under  these  circumstances  Gettysburg  was  chosen,  not  only  as 
having  made  the  highest  pecuniary  offer,  but  more  particularly  as  being  most 
central  to  the  great  body  to  the  Lutheran  Church;  and  the  Board  find  pleasure 
in  stating,  that  after  an  experience  of  nearly  two  years,  the  propriety  of  their 
decision  becomes  daily  more  evident.  At  the  same  meeting,  the  Professor  elect 
submitted  the  Constitution  which  he  had  been  appointed  to  prepare,  and  which, 
after  mature  deliberation,  was  with  some  additions, unanimously  adopted. 

,  On  the  5th  of  September  ensuing,  the  Board  convened  at  Gettysburg,  and 
;  solemnly  inaugurated  their  first  Professor  ;  after  which  the  operations  of  the 
institution  immediately  commenced.  The  number  of  students  who  at  first  ap¬ 
plied  for  admission,  was  eleven  ;  the  whole  number  of  individuals  who  have 
been  connected  with  the  institution,  at  present  amounts  to  twenty  three,  and 
|i  letters  have  been  received  from  six  others  who  intend  to  enter. 
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The  course  of  studies  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Seminary,  has 
been  faithfully  pursued.  It  is,  however,  a  very  difficult  matter  to  obtain  Ger¬ 
man  text-books;  and  it  was  not  until  after  much  exertion  and  search  in  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  our  country,  that  half  a  dozen  copies  of  any  good  author  on  the 
subject  of  Practical  Divinity  could  be  found.  The  arrival  of  the  very  exten¬ 
sive  and  valuable  collection  of  works  obtained  by  the  General  Synod’s  agent 
in  Germany,  will  entirely  remove  this  difficulty,  and  will  not  only  afford  an 
opportunity,  but  will  present  many  inducements  to  students  to  pursue  their 
(german  studies. 

With  regard  to  the  spiritual  prosperity  of  the  Seminary,  the  Directors  have, 
the  most  satisfactory  evidence  that  ardent  piety  and  enlightened  zeal  for  the 
Redeemer’s  kingdom,  are  habitually  and  successfully  inculcated.  They  cherish 
the  firm  conviction  that  this  school  of  the  prophets  will,  under  God,  prove  an 
eminent  blessing  to  the  church;  that  it  will  annually  send  forth  sound  and  able 
divines,  and  faithful,  zealous  pastors,  “who  shall  be  able  rightly  to  divide  the 
word  of  truth,  and  give  to  each  hearer  his  portion  of  instruction  and  edification 
in  due  season.”  In  connexion  with  this  item  of  their  report,  the  Directors 
have  the  pleasure  to  state  that  there  is  both  a  Missionary  and  a  Tract  Society 
established  in  the  institution,  and  that  the  great  object  of  evangelizing  the 
world,  finds  zealous  advocates  in  all  its  members.  Nor  can  they  pass  over  in 
silence  the  pleasing  Ihct,  that  as  a  mark  alike  of  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
tracts  and  of  respect  for  the  Professor,  the  students  by  their  contributions  con¬ 
stituted  him  a  life  member. 

In  determining  the  course  of  instructioin  in  the  Seminary,  the  Board  thought 
it  best  at  once  to  assume  an  elevated  ground,  and  presuppose  inthe  applicants 
for  admission  as  many  preparatory  attainments,  as  are  required  in  any  other 
similar  institution  in  our  country.  To  the  adoption  of  this  course  they  were 
led  by  the  conviction  that  it  is  not  only  best  calculated  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom,  but  is  also  imperiously  called  for  by  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  of  our  rapidly  extending  church.  Yet  in  the  present  imperfect  state  of 
education  in  the  Middle  and  Southern  sections  of  our  country,  there  will  al¬ 
ways  he  some  amongst  the  applicants  for  admission,  whose  individual  means 
will  not  bear  them  through  a  College  ^ourse,  or  whose  advanced  age  renders  it 
inconsistent  with  their  duty,  to  spend  so  many  years  in  the  pursuit  of  secular 
learning.  The  Board  therefore  believed  it  highly  conducive  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  Seminary,  to  have  in  its  vicinity  a  well-conducted  classical  school,  in 
which  persons  of  the  above  descriptions,  could  attend  to  the  most  useful  and 
necessary  preparatory  studies,  without  which  they  could  not  fully  comprehend 
the  instructions  of  the  Seminary,  and  in  which  others  could  be  prepared  for 
entrance  into  the  different  Colleges  of  our  country.  But  the  Board  are  well  a- 
ware  of  the  fact,  that  as  Directors  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  they  have  no- 
authority  to  establish  such  a  school.  They  therefore,  at  the  meeting  last 
spring,  associated  themselves  together  as  individuals,  and  appointed  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  ascertain  whether  the  proceeds  of  such  a  school  would  defray  the  ex¬ 
penses  attendant  on  it,  and  if  so,  to  put  it  into  operation.  Since  that  time 
this  school  has  been  organized.  Mr.  Jacobs  has  been  selected  ae  teacher,  a 


!  jeonshferabie  number  of  pupils  have  been  received  into  his  school,  and  among 
the  number,  six  young  gentlemen,  destined  for  the  ministry  of  our  church— 
The  directors  would  earnestly  recommend  this  school  particularly  to  those 
members  of  our  church  who  wish  to  give  their  sons  a  liberal  education,  as  an 
institution  well  calculated  to  prepare  young  gentlemen  for  entrance  into  any 
College,  and  to  give  others  the  most  important  branches  of  a  college  education. 
For  the  reception  of  this  school,  the  trustees  of  Gettysburg  Academy  very 
kindly  granted  a  room  in  their  edifice,  and  the  Board  feel  it  no  less  a  duty 
than  a  pleasure,  thus  publicly  to  acknowledge  their  obligation  to  said  trustees, 
and  to  the  citizens  of  Gettysburg  in  general,  for  the  promptness  and  cordiality 
'  with  which  they  have  uniformly  co-operated  with  the  Board  in  promoting  the 
prosperity  of  the  Seminary. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  last  General  Synod,  the  Board 
made  application  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and  obtained  an  Act  of 
Incorporation,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 

The  funds  of  the  institution  are  as  yet  in  comparative  infancy.  Subscrip¬ 
tions  to  some  considerable  amount  have  been  obtained,  but  several  years  must 
3'et  elapse  before  all  the  instalments  are  due,  and  the  sum  total  can  be  collect¬ 
ed.  On  this  subject  the  Board  deem  it  their  duty  to  record  the  distinguished 
munificence  of  our  Rev.  fathef  Shober,  whose  zeal  In  the  cause  of  the  Redeem¬ 
er  is  well  known,  and  w’hose  praise  is  in  all  the  churches.  He  has  given  to  thia 
Board  a  lawful  title  to  2434  acres  of  land  on  the  banks  of  the  Yadkin  river,  in 
the  state  of  North  Carolina,  for  the  benefit  of  this  institution.  Part  of  this 
land  is  improved,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  in  a  few  years  it 
will  be  a  productive  fund.  To  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Ilerbst,  Keller,  and  Ruthrauff, 
sen.  also,  the  Board  feel  themselves  under  peculiar  obligations,  for  the  zeal 
which  they  have  evinced,  and  the  many  sacrifices  which  they  have  made,  in  the 
service  of  the  Seminary.  The  Board  have  the  most  satisfactory  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  institution  committed  to  their  charge,  is  gradually  engaging  the 
confidence  of  the  christi'an  public  in  general,  and  of  our  church  in  particular. 
They  are  assured  that  the  prejudices  which  were  entertained  against  it  by 
some  unacquained  with  its  nature  and  design,  have  in  a  goodly  measure  subsi¬ 
ded.  and  that  many  who  at  first  regarded  it  with  a  suspicious  eye,  now  belong 
to  its  advocates,  and  are  heard  offering  to  the  mercy-seat  of  God  their  prayers 
for  its  prosperity.  In  the  production  of  this  happy  change,  an  important  influ¬ 
ence  must  be  assigned  to  the  Ev.  Lutheran  Intelligencer,  a  publication  in  which 
the  interests  of  this  institution  and  of  the  church  in  general  are  ably  advocated, 
and  the  editor  of  which,  our  Rev.  brother  Shaeffer,  merits  the  warmest  praise 
for  his  indefatigable  zeal  in  behalf  of  every  thing  that  regards  the  interests  of 
the  Lutheran  church.  Although  it  seems  to  be  a  digression  from  the  subject 
of  this  report,  the  Board  cannot  but  express  the  wish  that  the  General  Synod 
would  adopt  some  efficient  measures  to  extend  the  circulation  of  this  publica¬ 
tion.  Upon  the  most  felicitous  result  of  the  mission  of  our  beloved  brother 
Kurtz  to  Europe,  the  Board  deem  it  needless  to  enter  into  details,  as  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  case  are  generally  known  to  the  members  of  this  body,  and 
as  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kurtz  will  himself  make  report  to  them.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
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he  has  been  received  with  every  mark  of  friendship  and  cordiality  by  our  bre¬ 
thren  in  the  different  sections  of  Europe,  and  particularly  in  Germany;  and 
that  the  distinguished  liberality  of  our  German  brethren  calls  for  the  warmest 
and  most  lasting  gratitude  from  our  American  churches,  and  imposes  on  the 
General  Synod  renewed  obligations  to  cherish  feelings  of  the  most  ardent  fra¬ 
ternal  affection  and  intercourse. 

S.  5.  5. 
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CF  THE 

CHENSRAX.  SYNOD. 


The  General  Synod  to  tlie  different  churches  in  their 
connexion,  wish  grace,  mercy  and  peace,  through  God  our 
Father  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ! 

Dearly  beloved  brethren  in  ciirist  [ 

It  is  with  feelings  of  peculiar  interest  and  pleasure,  that  we 
address  you  on  this  occasion.  When  the  general  fraternal 
association  of  our  different  Synods  was  first  projected,  it 
w  as  a  kind  of  holy  experiment,  prompted  by  brotherly  love 
and  zeal  for  the  Redeemer’s  cause.  Whilst  its  friends  an¬ 
ticipated  the  happiest  results  to  Zion,  its  enemies  regarded 
it  w  ith  a  jealous  eye,  and  predicted  perils  to  church  and  state. 
But,  thanks  be  to  God  1  these  dread  forebodings  have  proved 
unfounded  $  w  hilst  the  brightest  anticipations  of  its  friends 
have  been  fully  realized,  and  those  happy  results  which  a 
few  years  ago  were  the  subject  of  mere  expectation,  have 
nowr  assumed  the  certainty  of  historical  fact.  Would  any  now 
inquire  what  good  can  the  General  Synod  do?  We  reply, 
look  and  see  w  hat  good  she  has  already  done.  Behold  a 
number  of  our  ministers  and  laymen,  from  the  remote  sec¬ 
tions  of  our  country,  assembled  as  one  family,  to  consult 
together  concerning  the  interests  of  the  whole  church.  Be¬ 
hold  those  who  had  never  seen  each  other  before,  and  knew 
not  how  far  they  could  trust  each  other,  ami  how  far  they 
harmonized  in  views  and  could  co-operate  in  action,  embracing 
each  other  in  the  spirit  of  brotherly  love,  uniting  their  pray¬ 
ers  and  deliberations  for  Zion’s  welfare ; — and  then  say,. 

.has.  the  General  Synod  done  no  good  ?  Behold  her  extend- 
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ing  the  bonds  of  Christian  affection  and  entwining  them 
around  our  Lutheran  brethren  in  Germany,  in  Sweden,  in 
Denmark,  in  Norway,  in  Prussia,  in  England,  and  labouring 
to  enkindle  the  spirit  of  brotherly  love  and  holy  zeal  among 
all  who  bear  the  Lutheran  name  on  earth  ; — and  say  is  not 
the  spirit  of  the  General  Synod  like  that  of  the  divine  Master 
whom  she  professes  to  serve  ?  Behold  her  concentrating  the 
resources  of  the  church  to  effect  purposes  to  which  no  individual 
Synod  would  have  been  competent. Contemplate  thcTheological 
Seminary  which  she  has  reared,  which  is  prospering  be¬ 
yond  the  expectations  of  its  most  sanguine  friends,  and  on 
which  God  has  so  visibly  bestowed  his  blessings ; — and  say, 
has  the  General  Synod  done  no  good  ?  nay,  if  she  were  now 
to  close  her  existence ;  is  not  the  good  she  has  already  done, 
an  ample  compensation  for  all  the  exertions  which  have  been 
made  in  her  behalf?  But  the  fulness  of  the  representation 
at  this  Synod  affords  a  sufficient  pledge  of  the  increasing 
popularity  and  stability  of  this  body ;  every  member  of  the 
whole  delegation  being  present,  save  a  single  layman.  In 
addition  to  this,  another  very  respectable  and  zealous  Synod 
(that  of  South  Carolina)  signified  at  this  meeting  her  wish 
to  be  received  into  connection  with  the  General  Synod;  and 
may  therefore  be  expected  to  send  delegates  to  the  next 
session  of  this  body.  For  all  these  tokens  of  his  favour* 
we  would  call  upon  our  churches  to  praise  the  great  King  of 
Zion  :  and  if  there  be  any  who  remain  unfriendly  to  the 
General  Synod,  to  them  we  say:  if  the  work  be  of  God,  it  w  ill 
stand,  if  it  be  of  man,  we  join  you  in  the  prayer  that  the  Lord 
may  speedily  bring  it  to  nought. 

M  hen  we  look  into  the  inspired  records  of  Christianity,  we  see 
that  love  to  each  other  w  as  one  of  the  prominent  characteristics 
by  which  the  primitive  Christians  were  distinguished.  Nor 
was  this  affection  confined  to  those  who  resided  in  their 
immediate  vicinity  ;  it  wras  uninfluenced  by  diversity  of 
residence,  or  language,  or  nation,  and  embraced  all  every 
where  who  loved  the  Loral  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity  and 
truth.  Such  a  spirit  the  General  Synod  rejoice  to  testify 
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Is  rapidly  increasing  in  the  churches  in  their  connexion.  There 
is  a  degree  of  unanimity  of  spirit,  harmony  of  counsel  and  con¬ 
centration  of  effort  among  our  different  Synods  in  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  the  cause  of  our  common  Master,  hitherto  unknown 
amongst  us ;  and  the  unprecedented  success  which  the  Lord 
has  granted  to  all  the  enterprizes  engaged  in  for  his  glory, 
seems  to  tell  us  that  our  own  want  of  zeal  has  been  the  cause 
why  in  former  days  we  accomplished  so  little.  The  cause 
of  the  Bible,  of  Tracts  and  Missions,  finds  advocates  in  all 
our  ministers,  and  efficient  aid  in  many  of  our  churches. 
An  increased  degree  of  spirituality  pervades  our  worshiping 
assemblies  in  general,  and  the  labours  of  many  of  our  ministers 
have  been  attended  by  a  peculiar  blessing.  The 

SYNOD  OF  NEW  YORK 

continues  to  advance  in  her  regular  course  of  zeal  and 
enterprize  in  the  promotion  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom. 
Anxious  to  draw  the  cords  of  fraternal  love  still  closer,  and 
to  labour  more  effectually  in  the  common  cause,  the  brethren 
in  the  western  section  of  the  state,  without  receding  from 
their  Synodical  relation  to  their  eastern  brethren,  formed 
themselves  into  a  conference,  and  met  in  the  interim  of  the 
synodical  Session  for  the  purpose  of  mutual  edification  and 
to  promote  the  interests  of  their  churches.  This  Western 
Conference  has  also  commenced  the  publication  of  an  excellent 
periodical  magazine,  in  which  the  interests  of  evangelical 
piety  and  sound  doctrine  are  ably  advocated  and  perspicuously 
proposed.  The  General  Synod  were  gratified  by  the  receipt 
of  an  interesting  letter  from  a  distinguished  member  of  this 
Synod  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hazelius,  and  regret  that  the  limits  of 
this  address  will  only  permit  them  to  lay  before  their  churches 
the  following  extracts : 

Dear  and  beloved  brethren, 

Nothwithstanding  that  Providence  has  cast  my  lot  at  a  great  distance 
from  you,  1  have  not  been  an  unconcerned  spectator  of  your  pious  labours, 
and  though  I  have  not  been  able,  to  prove  to  you  my  approbation  of  the 
course  you  are  pursuing,  yet  1  have  not  ceased,  to  pray  for  you  to  the 
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great  head  of  the  church,  that  he  may  bless  you,  and  prosper  whatever  , 
you  undertake  for  the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom,  in  a  truly  j 
Apostolic  Spirit. 

Be  assured,  Dear  and  beloved  Brethren  !  that  I  wish  you  to  your  meet-  li 

ing  the  blessings  of  our  heavenly  Father,  the  presence  of  our  Lord  Jesus  S 

Christ,  and  the  sanctifying  influence  of  his  holy  Spirit ;  that  you  may  be 
directed  in  your  pious  labours  by  the  Spirit  of  the  gospel,  and  in  all  things 

act  as  becomes  the  disciples  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus. 

c> 

Our  Seminary  has  been  established  since  the  year  1815;  during  which 
time  11  young  men  have  received  their  Theological  education  here,  10  of  , 
whom  arc  now  actively  engaged  as  laborers  in  the  vineyard  of  our  Lord  ; 
but  one  is  prevented  by  disease  from  participating  in  the  labours  of  his  f 

Brethren. 

The  Seminary  has  therefore,  in  the  midst  of  many  difficulties,  which  circum¬ 
stances  allow  me  not  to  particularize ,  been  enabled,  by  the  gracious  assistance 
of  God,  which  we  have  very  evidently  experienced,  to  do  something  for 
the  enlargement  of  our  church  in  this  state,  and  hundreds  yea  thousands  of 
our  brethren  enjoy  now  the  ordinance  of  a  preached  gospel,  and  the  pious 
labours  of  Christian  ministers,  who,  without  the  assistance  of  the  Seminary 
Would  still  be  deprived  of  ali  these  blessings.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
field  of  activity  is  still  very  large,  and  the  vacant  places  are  very  numerous; 
in  most  of  the  latter,  the  number  of  our  people  is  too  small,  to  provide  alone 
for  the  support  of  Christian  ministers,  and  we  therefore  stand  much  in  need  of 
the  aid  of  all  our  churches  in  this  state  for  missionary  exertions,  to  enable 
iis,  to  establish  congregations  in  the  vacant  places.  At  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Seminary  the  Rev.  George  Miller  has  received  a  call  as 
assistant  Professor  of  the  Seminary,  and  he  has  since  the  commencement 
of  the  present  term  been  actively  engaged  as  my  fellow  labourer,  and  I 
promise  myself  much  good  for  the  common  cause  from  the  knowledge  I 
have,  of  my  beloved  brother’s  piety  and  learning.  Lie  not  only  assists  me. 
in  the  Academical  branches  of  th^e  Seminary,  but  likewise  in  the  instruc¬ 
tion  of  the  students  of  Divinity.  J I  have  to  communicate  to  you  a  singular  ! 
circumstance.  Immediately  after  the  establishment  of  our  Theological 
Seminary  I  selected  Storr  and  Flatt  as  a  compend  for  my  lectures;  I  translated 
the  work  into  English,  without  knowing  that  my  dear  brother  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Schmucker  wras  engaged  in  a  similar  task,  and  I  had  used  my  translation 
in  manuscript  with  one  class  of  Students  before  I  received  the  notification, 
that  such  a  work  was  to  be  printed.  Since  that  time  I  have  understood,  that 
Professor  Schmucker’s  translation  is  generally  used  both  in  Andover  and  the 
Episcopal  Seminary  at  New  York.  This  I  consider  a  great  triumph  of  the 
principles  of  our  church,  and  as  a  forerunner  of  a  more  intimate  Christian 
union  betwen  these  several  churches.  On  this  occassion  I  likewise  take 
jhe  liberty  of  informing  you.  that  I  am  at  present  engaged  in  composing 
<a  tabulary  church  history  from  those  tables  I  have  hitherto  used  in  my 
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lectures,  a  rut  should  wish  to  be  able  to  lay  them  before  you,  as  far  as  they  are 
finished  but  this  is  impossible;  however  you  may  judge  of  the  work  if  I  tell  you 
that  in  general  I  follow  Vater’s  tables  with  some  considerable  additions. 
If  you  approve  of  the  work,  I  will  thank  you  to  let  me  know  it,  as  your 
approbation  would  greatly  encourge  me  to  go  on. 

Dear  Breathren,  much  would  I  have  to  tell  you,  if  I  were  permitted  to  be 
personally  in  your  midst  ;  •sometimes  I  indulge  a  hope  that  I  may  see  you 
face  to  face,  if  your  meeting  should  happen  to  fall  in  the  time  of  my  vacation  ; 
but  whether  Providence  will  grant  me  this  festive  enjoyment  or  not,  be 
assured  that  both  myself  and  Mr.  Miller  my  fellow  labourer,  are  with  y7otr 
in  Spirit,  and  we  recommend  ourselves  and  the  Seminary  entrusted  to  our 
rare  to  your  prayers  ;  we  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  in  return. 

A  communication  of  similar  import  was  also  received  from  the 
assistant  Professor  of  the  Seminary,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Miller. 
The  General  Synod  rejoice  most  sincerely  in  the  prosperity 
nf  the  institution  committed  to  the  charge  of  these  excellent 
servants  of  the  Lord,  and  pray  that  the  blessing  of  heaven 
may  descend  upon  it  copious  as  the  dews  of  Hermon.  A 
tabular  view  of  ecclesiartical  history  in  the  English  language, 
referred  to  in  the  above  extract,  is  a  desideratum  which  that 
learned  and  distinguished  Divine  is  well  qualified  to  supply, 
and  with  which  the  General  Synod  hope  he  will  soon  favour 
the  church. 

THE  SYNO  D  OF  E  AST  PENNSYL  VANIA  . 

flas  been  called  to  mourn  the  death  of  her  oldest  and  most 
respected  members,  the  Rev.  Doctors  Lociiman  Sc  Enueess, 
men  who  were  among  the  brightest  ornaments  of  theLuthcran 
church,  and  whose  departure  is  lamented  no  less  by  the  Syn¬ 
ods  in  general  than  by  that  to  which  they  more  immediate- 
i}  belonged.  Another  brother  also  of  this  Synod,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Streix,  has  been  translated  from  the  field  of  labour  to 
the  land  of  eternal  rest.  The  Synod  continues  to  he  in  a  pros¬ 
perous  condition,  and  some  churches  in  its  bounds  have  been 
visited  with  peculiar  seasons  of  refreshment.  A  goodly 
number  of  brethren  in  this  Synod,  arc  ardently  attached  to 
the  f  neral  Synod,  and  although,  as  a  body,  they  have  not 
yetse<.ntit  to  return  to  that  union,  in  the  establishment  of 


which  they  sustained  a  principal  part  and  which  will  remain 
to  afterages  a  monument  of  their  zeal  for  the  cause  of  God, 
yet  do  the  General  Synod  with  undiminished  affection  re¬ 
gard  them  as  brethren,  and  fondly  look  forward  to  the  time, 
when  they  will  co-operate  with  them  in  form  as  they  now  do 
in  spirit,  in  the  promotion  of  the  kingdom  of  our  common 
Lord  and  Master. 

THE  SYNOD  OF  WEST  PENNSYLVANIA 

appears  to  be  moving  forward  with  unwavering  step  in  her 
course  of  zeal  and  activity  to  promote  the  eternal  welfare  of  her 
churches.  Particular  attention  was  bestowed  at  the  last 
session  of  this  Synod,  to  the  subject  of  German  Sunday  schools, 
and  measures  adopted  for  the  necessary  premium  books  in 
the  German  language.  The  General  Synod  are  highly  grati¬ 
fied  by  the  zeal  evinced  in  behalf  of  the  German  schools 
and  would  earnestly  recommend  their  establishment  where- 
ever  circumstances  render  it  practical.  This  Synod  has 
long  felt  the  necessity  of  a  system  of  church  discipline,  of  a 
more  definite  character  than  that  which  had  been  in  use ; 
and  therefore,  after  the  most  deliberate  examination  of  the 
Formula  of  Government  and  Discipline  recommended  by  the 
General  Synod  and  already  introduced  in  Maryland  and 
in  Virginia,  unanimously  adopted  it  with  several  additions, 
which  were  submitted  to  this  body,  and  sanctioned  at  the 
present  session.  On  the  subject  of  the  • 

SYNOD  OF  MARYLAND  AND  VIRGINIA 

the  General  Synod  would  express  their  sentiments  in  the 
language  of  the  committee  who  reported  on  their  minutes. 

This  Synod  at  their  session  in  1825,  at  Hagerstown — con¬ 
vinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  religious  periodical,  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  the  Lutheran  church — appointed  an  editing 
committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Kractii  and 
Schaeffer,  to  commence  and  superintend  the  publication  of 
such  a  work.  From  the  commencement  of  this  undertaking 


it  lias  been  thought,  that  notwithstanding  its  imperfections* 
it  lias  been  highly  useful  to  the  church. — Although,  but 
moderately  encouraged  by  those  for  whose  benefit  it  was 
intended,  and  at  no  time  receiving  more  support  than  was 
necessary  to  sustain  its  publication — the  conviction  has 
gathered  strength  in  the  body  from  which  it  originated,  and 
we  believe  throughout  the  church  generally,  that  its  con¬ 
tinued  publication  was  greatly  to  be  desired.  In  conse¬ 
quence  of  this,  at  the  session  at  Winchester,  new  arange- 
ments  were  made  in  regard  to  it,  which  consisted  principally 
in  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer  as  the  sole 
editor.  The  pages  of  this  periodical  have  presented  to 
its  readers  much  information  concerning  our  church  in  A- 
merica — and  have  been  frequently  employed  in  the  defence  of 
the  General  Synod,  as  well  as  the  support  of  its  Theological 
Seminary. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  remark  that  great  uniformity  of 
doctrinal  views,  &  unanimity  in  regard  to  the  measures  of  the 
General  Synod  exist  in  this  body,  whilst  with  visible  bles¬ 
sings  they  labour  in  the  cause  of  the  Triune  God — they  arc 
determined  generally  and  individually  “to  know  nothing 
but  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified.” 

During  the  past  year  this  Synod  was  bereft  by  death  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Fnomi,  one  of  its  best  and  most  respected 
members. 

IN  THE  SYNOD  OF  OHIO 

the  field  of  labour  for  ministers  of  the  Lutheran  church  is 
daily  extending,  arid  the  brethren  of  that  body  are  making 
every  possible  exertion  to  meet  the  increasing  demands 
for  ministerial  labour.  The  character  of  this  Synod  has  been 
uniformly  marked  with  zeal  and  enterprize  and  self-denial 
in  the  cause  of  the  Redeemer.  The  interests  of  piety  aiql 
orthodoxy  are  faithfully  defended  by  this  body,  and  the 
pastoral  addresses  occasionally  appended  to  their  printed 
minutes,  contain  the  native  effusions  of  hearts  alive  to  the 
welfare  of  souls.  The  General  Synod  as  a  testimonial  of 
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fraternal  affection  for  this  Synod,  appointed  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Sharretts  as  delegate  to  attend  its  next  meeting.  From  the 
report  on 

THE  SYNOD  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


we  make  the  following  extracts  : 

“From  the  report  on  the  state  of  religion  contained  in  the 
minutes  of  tlris  Synod,  it  appears  that  our  church  is  rapidly- 
increasing  ;  that  the  borders  of  our  Zion  are  daily  extending, 
and  that  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  our  Lutheran  brethren 
have  not  been  ir>  vain.  This  venerable  body  now  consists 
of  16  Ministers;  that  they  have  the  care  of  42  congrega¬ 
tions,  to  whom  the  bread  of  life  is  regularly  broken  ;  there 
are  ten  vacant  and  a  still  greater  number  might  be  organized 
if  there  were  more  labourers — A  number  of  congregations 
have  been  refreshed  with  gentle  breezes  of  the  outpourings 
of  the  Spirit  of  God. 

We  have  cause  to  be  grateful  to  a  kind  Providence,  that 
peace  and  harmony  exist  among  us  as  a  body  ;  that  the 
doctrines  of  the  Bible  as  published  by  the  great  Reformer 
of  Saxony,  and  echoed  by  the  Augsburg  confession,  are  sub¬ 
stantially  taught,  and  the  spirit  of  our  ecclesiastical  standards 
generally  maintained. 
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The  mournfully  destitute  state  of  the  churches  in  many 
places,  the  many  repeated  and  loud  calls  from  different  par 3s 
of  the  country,  &  the  urgent  necessity  of  additional  ministerial 
labourers,  should  excite  up  to  redoubled  diligence,  and  cause 
«s  to  exert  every  nerve  in  the  promotion  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom.” 

Although  tliis  report  is  already  extended  to  an  undue 
length,  the  General  Synod  cannot  deny  themselves  the  plea¬ 
sure  of  laying  before  the  churches  the  patriarchal  and  cheer¬ 
ing  letter  received  at  this  meeting  from  their  beloved  and 
aged  father  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shobeu. 


“The  time  is  drawing  nigh,  when  the  General  Synod  will  again  enter 
upon  their  duties  &  how  gladly  would  I  be  placed  in  some  corner  to  listen  to, 
the  deliberations  of  the  worthy  members,  and  to  say  “Amen”  to  every 
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heartfelt  expression,  as  to  the  best  means  of  extending  theRedeemers  kingdom ; 
but  it  is  probable  from  my  age  and  infirmites,  that  this  pleasure  will  forever 
be  denied  me.  The  worthy  members  composing  the  General  Synod  will 
no  doubt  gladden  the  friends  of  Jesus  and  consequently  our  true  brethren 
in  the  faith,  by  publishing  in  the  Minutes  to  the  Glory  of  the  Lord,  all  the 
Mercies  he  has  manifested  towards  us.  This  will  tend  to  awaken  a  greater 
interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Seminary  ;  for  when  the  lovers  of  the 
Saviour,  who,  untill  now  have  been  in  doubt,  shall  see  how  the  Lord  has 
attended  with  his  blessing,  this  work,  which  was  begun  only  in  Hope 
there  will  certainly  many  be  found,  who  through  their  liberality  will  then 
encourage  it,  that  many  of  our  distant  churches  will  exclaim  :  “This  is  the 
Lords  doing,  Hallelujah”  ! 

It  would  distress  our  friends  in  Europe  if  our  attachment  to  this  institution 
would  appear  less  ardent  than  theirs  ;  but  how  would  they  rejoice,  to. 
hear  their  brethren  have  excelled  them  in  their  works  of  charity,  and  that 
through  the  interest  which  they  both  feel,  it  was  becoming  evident,  that 
our  Seminary  will  prosper  because  it  is  grounded  upon  Christ  the  Son  of  God 
and  Man. 

When  we  reflect  that  a  Spirit  of  life  is  pervading  true  Christians  of  every 
;  denomination,  and  place  ourselves  a  little  way  into  futurity,  we  too 
may  confidently  expect  that  from  the  Rocky  Mountains,  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Arkansas,  we  may  soon  hear  our  brethren 
call :  “Come  over  and  help  us.”  And  how  glorious  would  it  be  if  the 
longings  for  faithful  Pastors,  which  already  meet  our  ears  could  be 
satisfied,  by  the  means  of  well  educated  disciples  of  the  Lord. — Such  as  would 
not  be  ashamed,  in  the  commencement  of  their  labours,  even  to  become 
tentmakers,  like  Paul.  If  a  spirit  of  humility  be  preserved  among  the  Students, 
and  the  love  of  Jesus  become  deeply  rooted,  all  self-importanee  will  vanish. 
They  will  not  then  drive  the  sheep  before  them,  but  will  themselves  lead 
the  way,  and  by  the  cords  of  love  will  draw  them  to  the  sweet  pastures 
of  a  Saviour’s  merits — and  though  in  their  commencement,  such  should 
have  scanty  supply  of  bread,  yet  if  they  were  at  any  time  asked  :  “Did 
you  ever  lack  any  thing,”  they  would  answer,  “no,  never,” 

If  it  would  please  the  Lord  according  to  his  promise  to  pour  out  upon 
our  congregations,  the  spirit  of  grace  and  of  prayer,  then  would  our  young 
'  brethren  come  to  the  conclusion  :  To  him  1  owe  my  existence.  Him 
will  I  serve,  because  he  has  loved  me,  and  redeemed  the  Souls  of  Men  upon 
the  cross,  and  because  he  is  willing  to  use  me  as  an  instrument  to  bring  in 
many  as  the  reward  of  his  sufferings. 

The  request  contained  in  this  letter,  that  the  General 
Synod  should  publish  the  donations  made  to  the  Seminary 
they  are  not  able  at  this  time  fully  to  conply  with  ;  the 
subscription  books  being  scattered  throughout  the  country.  A 
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small  commencement  of  such  an  acknowledgement  is  annexed 
to  this  address,  which  may  he  continued  in  the  future 
Minutes. 


THE  SYNOD  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA 


is  gradually  and  rapidly  rising  into  notice  and  usefulness. 
This  body  was  organized  on  the  14th  January  1824,  at 
St.  Michaels  church,  Lexington  District,  South  Carolina. 
There  had  indeed  been  several  ministers  in  that  State  more 
than  thirty  years  ago,  hut  they  had  been  connected  with 
the  Synod  of  North  Carolina.  As  their  number  had  now 
increased  to  eight,  the  erection  of  a  n*ew  Synod  was  deemed 
expedient  and  lias  been  followed  with  the  happiest  results. 
A  second  meeting  of  this  body  was  held  at  St.  John’s  church 
in  November  of  the  same  year,  at  which  were  present,  eight 
ministers  and  nine  lay  delegates,  from  twenty  four  churches. 
Since  that  time  this  Synod  has  been  actively  engaged,  their 
number  both  of  ministers  and  churches  is  rapidly  increasing, 
and  at  their  next  meeting  the  General  Synod  hope  to  see 
representatives  from  this  respected  body. 

Concerning  the  highly  meritorious  and  successful  exer¬ 
tions  of  their  agent  the  Rev.  13.  Kurtz  for  the  Theological 
Seminary  and  the  state  of  religion  in 
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the  General  Synod  would  add  the  following  extracts  of 
a  letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Kn  jewel  of  Danzig.  “I  embrace 
with  pleasure  the  opportunity  now  offered  to  give  you  an 
account  of  the  success  of  your  agent  the  Rev.  B.  Kurtz. 
Ilis  dignified  and  truly  Christian  deportment  in  Germany 
and  the  other  sections  of  Europe  which  he  visited,  as  well 
as  Iiis  practical  and  highly  edifying  sermons,  have  gained 
him  the  respect  and  affection  of  all,  and  awakened  a  lasting 
interest  in  his  behalf;  whilst  at  the  same  time  they  pro¬ 
moted  the  object  of  his  mission  even  beyond  his  own  expec¬ 
tations.  and  prove  that  a  kind  Providence  had  pointed  bin 
out  as  best  adapted  for  the  work  assigned  him.  I  gladly 
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avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  give  you  some  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  state  of  religion  in  this  country.  I  will  merely 
say  a  few  words  on  the  Province  of  East  and  West  Prussia 
in  which  I  reside.  It  is  indeed  a  splendid  evidence  of  the 
divinity  of  our  heavenly  king  and  a  glorious  fulfilment  of 
his  promise  in  Mark  13,  31.  “heaven  and  earth  shall  pass 
away,  but  my  words  shall  not  pass  away,”  that  we  see  the 
spark  of  gospel  light,  which  had  long  been  concealed  be¬ 
neath  the  darkness  of  human  wisdom  and  the  traditions  of 
men,  warming  the  hearts  of  multitudes  and  blazing  forth  with 
increasing  lustre.  Since  the  gospel  is  again  preached  in 
its  purity,  and  the  doctrines  of  human  depravity,  and  re¬ 
pentance,  and  faith  in  the  divine  Redeemer,  are  freely 
and  generally  inculcated,  public  worship  is  again 
attended  and  religion  prospers.  The  deep  interest  which 
is  felt  in  Bible  and  Missionary  Societies,  the  cheerful  aid 
afforded  to  every  object  connected  with  the  progress  of 
religion,  the  erection  of  new  churches  and  the  repairing 
of  such  as  were  dacayed,  all  these  circumstances  afford 
the  strongest  evidence  that  religion  is  in  a  very  prosperous 
state.  There  are  indeed  still  many  left  who  advocate  the 
cause  of  error,  and  some  who  have  fallen  into  enthusiasm 
and  given  occasion  to  the  enemy  to  ridicule  the  devotion 
of  those  who  worship  God  in  spirit  and  in  truth.”  On  the 
subject  of 

THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

tlie  General  Synod  woud  address  their  constituents  in  the 
language  of  the  Pastoral  letter  sent  from  Europe  by  the 
Rev,  Mr.  Kurtz  to  his  congregations :  merely  premising 
that  the  amount  of  his  collections  inclusive  of  his  expenses 
is  g  12,000,  and  that  though  a  good  beginning  is  now  made, 
much  more  remains  to  be  done.  The  institution  labours 
under  many  difficulties  from  the  want  of  the  necessary 
buildings  in  which  the  students  could  be  boarded  together, 
in  which  our  large  and  respectable  Library  could  be  put 
up,  and  the  other  conveniences  be  enjoyed  which  are  ne- 
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cessary  fully  to  carry  into  effect  the  plan  devised  for  the 
Seminary,  and  to  put  it  on  an  equality  with  other  similar  in¬ 
stitutions  of  our  country.  More  particularly  is  it  desirable 
as  soon  as  practicable  to  elect  a  second  Professor,  as  no 
individual  can  possibly  attend  sufficiently  to  all  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  course,  and  the  strongest  constitution  must 
sooti  sink  under  the  weight  of  so  much  labour  and  respon¬ 
sibility. 

In  conclusion,  (says  our  Revd.  agent)  permit  me  to 
dwell  for  a  few  moments  on  the  subject  of  my  European  tour. 
Through  the  tender  compassion  of  God  our  heavenly  Father, 
my  life  and  health  have  thus  far  been  preserved,  and  that 
too  amidst  numerous  exposures  and  dangers ;  for  which  I 
desire  to  be  very  thankful.  It  has  also  pleased  him  in  his 
mercy,  to  smile  upon  my  feeble  efforts  in  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  the  work  assigned  me.  I  have  been  welcomed  by 
our  brethren  of  the  faith  with  open  arms,  and  received 
every  mark  of  regard  and  affection.  Their  hearts  and  their 
houses  have  been  thrown  open  to  me,  whilst  the  most  influen¬ 
tial  of  both  sexes  have  co-operated  in  serving  the  good  cause, 
so  that  I  am  not  oidy  satisfied  with  the  result  thus  far,  but  re¬ 
joice  and  feel  myself  loudly  called  upon  to  bless  the  name  of 
Ilim  who  has  the  hearts  of  the  pe  ople  in  his  hands,  and  knows 
how  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  effect  his  own  purposes.  But 
shall  our  brethren  at  so  great  a  distance  evince  such  zeal  for 
our  Theological  Seminary,  and  we,  in  whose  midst  it  is  spring¬ 
ing  up,  remain  cold  and  indifferent  spectators?  Shall  they  who 
have  so  many  burdens  to  bear,  cheerfully  take  a  part  of  this 
burden  upon  themselves,  and  we  whose  lot  has  been  cast  in 
so  favoured  a  country,  hold  back?  Shall  they  who  can  feel  no 
greater  interest  in  this  institution  than  that  which  they  take  in 
the  church  of  Christ  at  large,  give  liberally,  whilst  we  who 
are  so  vitally  concerned  contribute  sparingly ?  Ob’  let  us 
not  incur  this  reproach, — let  us  not  prove  ourselves  the  dege¬ 
nerate  children  of  pious  forefathers — let  us  not  so  far  depart 
from  that  liberal  and  benevolent  character  which  our  German 
ancestors  always  sustained,  and  which  they  handed  down  to  us 
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Untarnished  and  unsullied.  Remember,  the  institution  whose 
Cause  I  am  endeavouring  to  plead,  is  a  Christian  one,  founded  oil 
the  rock  Christ,  and  especially  necessary  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  and  extension  of  our  church — the  spiritual  and  eternal  in. 
terests  of  our  children  and  children’s  children  to  the  latest  pos¬ 
terity  are  contemplated  by  it.  Remember,  that  all  you  have 
is  merely  a  trust,  which  will  soon  be  placed  in  other  hands, 
but  which  at  present  is  at  your  disposal,  in  order  that  you  may 
give  it  liberally  for  the  cause  of  Christ.  Bear  in  mind,  how 
many  mercies  God  has  bestowed  upon  us,  whilst  we  are  desti¬ 
tute  of  a  single  claim  on  his  favour — how  much  the  Son  of  God 
has  done  for  us,  though  we  were  his  enemies,  and  what  an 
awful  responsibility  we  will  load  upon  ourselves,  if  we  refuse  to 
give  when  lie  commands  us  to  give. — Consider,  how  little  we 
have  comparatively  done  for  the  cause  of  Christ  Jesus — look 
atothcr  denominations — look  at  our  sister  churches  all  around 
us,  how  active — how  liberal  are  they  !  Shall  we  then  alone 
stand  idle  ?  Shall  we  alone  retain  with  penurious  grasp  that 
which  in  a  few  years  more  can  be  of  no  earthly  benefit  to  us, 
but  which  if  now  properly  applied,  may  prove  an  eternal  bless¬ 
ing  to  thousands  yet  unborn  ! — Look  at  the  people  of  the 
world,  how  they  pour  out  their  treasures  to  erect  houses  of 
amusements,  and  to  support  destructive  vanities — nay  look  at 
the  thousands  among  the  heathens,  much  poorer  than  you,  ex¬ 
pending  enormous  sums  to  rear  temples  of  idolatry,  and  sup¬ 
port  pernicious  superstitions  ;  and  shall  we  who  bear  the  dig¬ 
nified  appellation  of  Christians,  and  profess  to  be  inspired  by 
better  principles  and  to  be  influenced  by  nobler  motives  grudge 
to  support  an  institution  established  for  the  honour  of  Christ? 

Brethren,  I  beseech  you  to  “beware  of  a  saving  that  tendeth 
to  poverty,”  I  entreat  you  to  lay  aside  all  excuses,  and  to  do 
something  effectual  for  the  kingdom  of  Him  who  lived  that  you 
might  not  die,  and  died  that  you  might  live  forever.  I  con¬ 
jure  all  who  lay  claim  to  the  name  of  Lutheran  Christians,  to 
arise  from  their  lethargy,  to  put  forth  all  their  strength,  and 
to  establish  permanently  the  infant  institution  that  pro¬ 
mises  so  much  usefulness  to  our  Zion  in  particular,  and 
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to  the  Redeemer’s  cause  in  general.  “The  Lord  loveth  a 
cheerful  giver,  and  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.” 

Now  to  the  great  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  our  souls,  the  eter¬ 
nal  Son  of  God — “who  is  God  over  all  blessed  for  evermore,’* 
he  ascribed  honour,  praise  and  glory  throughout  the  endless 
ages  of  eternity  !  And  may  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth 
all  understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds,  through  Jesus 
Christ  !  Amen. 


DONATIONS  TO  THE  SEMINARY. 

The  General  Synod  can  at  present  acknowledge  merely 
the  subscriptions  of  their  clerical  brethren  as  far  as  known. 
Others  have  subscribed  and  to  many  application  has  not 
yet  been  made. 


Rev. 

G.  Sliober,  N  Carolina,  243 

3  acres  of  land. 

— 

Professor  Schmucker,  Gettysburg, 

for  the  support  of  poor  students. 

S  1000 

— 

Dr.  Schmucker,  York, 

100 

— 

J.Herbst,  Gettysburg , 

.  l'OO 

— 

J.  Morris,  Baltimore, 

100 

— 

Dr.  Kurtz,  do. 

50 

— 

D.  F.  Schroder,  Fredrick  town, 

50 

— 

H.  Stecher,  York  County, 

50 

— 

D.  M’Conaughy,  Gettysburg, 

50 

— 

A.  Reck,  Middletown, 

50 

— 

B.  Keller,  Carlisle, 

30 

— 

J.  Scherer,  N.  Carolina, 

50 

— 

J.  G.  Schmick,  Sinking  Valley, 

3  7 

— 

C.  P.  Krauth,  Philadelphia, 

30 

— 

J.  W.  Smith,  Middleburg, 

30 

— 

J.  Albert,  Berlin,  Adams  County , 

30 

— 

Dr.  Paxton,  Millerstown,  A.  C. 

25 

— 

M.  Meyerheder,  Virginia, 

25 

— 

S.  Hoshour,  New  Market,  Va. 

25 

— 

Dr.  E.  S.  Ely,  Philadelphia,  ■ 

25 

§1 


Rev.  J.  W.  Heim,  Mifflin,  g  25 

—  A.  H.  Lochrnan,  Harrisburg ,  25 

—  J.  P.  Shindcl,  Sunbury ,  25 

—  J.  G.  Heim,  East  Bvffola ,  25 

—  J.  Reck,  JV*.  Carolina,  25 

—  J.  Kriegler,  Berlin,  Somerset  County,  20 

—  F.  Heyer,  Somerset,  20 

—  R.  Grier,  Mams  County,  20 

—  G.  H.  Weygan t,  Williamsport,  Washington  C.  15 

—  N.  Stroll,  JCewville,  10 

—  J.  Ball,  Wiiksbarre,  10 

- —  W.  Yeager,  Bedford,  10 

■ —  G.  A.  Reichert,  Indiana  County ,  10 
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OF 

THE  FIFTH  GENERAL  SYNOD 

OF  THE 

EV.  LUTHERAN  CHURCH. 

<2>  MMOM  O 

ON  Saturday  the  24th  of  October,  A.  D.  1829,  the  clerical 
nd  lay-delegates  composing  this  body,  assembled  at  Hagers- 
)\vn.  At  candlelight  divine  service  was  performed  by  the  Rev. 
fr.  Reck  from  North  Carolina. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kurtz,  as  President  of 
le  Synod,  delivered  the  Pastoral  Discourse  from  Matthew  22,4. 

.  in  the  German  language.  The  Lord’s  Supper  was  then  ad- 
linistered  to  the  members  of  the  Synod,  and  a  numerous  assem- 
lage  of  members  of  the  church. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Secretary,  Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  preach- 
d  upon  Hebrews  12,  1.  2.  After  which  the  Holy  Supper  was 
dministered  in  the  English  language,  to  such  members  of  the 
hurch  as  were  not  familiar  with  the  German  language.  At 
light  the  Rev.  Professor  Schmucker  delivered  a  discourse  on  2 
’eter  1,  16. 

An  immense  concourse  of  persons  attended  the  services  dur- 
ng  the  whole  day,  and  greater  solemnity  has  seldom  been  wit- 
lessed  at  a  Synodical  meeting.  Sermons  were  delivered  also  by 
iur  brethren,  in  the  German  Reformed,  Methodist  and  United 
3rethren,  churches. 

Monday,  8  o’clock  A.  M. — the  President  constituted  the 
synod  by  prayer,  after  the  brethren  had  united  in  singing  an 
hymn. 

The  Minutes  of  the  different  Synods,  and  other  credentials 
vere  then  presented,  from  which  it  appeared,  that  the  tollowing 
trethren  were  entitled  to  seats  as  members  of  the  General  Syn- 
>d: 
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FROM  THE  SYNOD  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 


Rev.  John  Reck, 
M.  Miller,  Esq. 


Rev.  J.  P.  Cltne. 
T.  J.  Myers,  Esq. 


FROM  THE  SYNOD  OF  MARYLAND  &  VIRGINIA. 


Rev.  B.  Kurtz. 
G.  Siiryock. 


Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer. 

—  J.  G.  Morris. 

F.  Nusz,  Esq. 

FROM  THE  SYNOD  OF  WEST  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Rev.  W.  Heim. 

—  VV.  Yeager 
—  J.  Crigler. 


P.  Berlin. 

Major  F.  Sharrets. 


The  Synod  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  and  01 
counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that 

Rev.  B.  KURTZ  was  elected  President. 

—  D.  F.  SCHJEFFER,  Secretary. 

C.  A.  BARNITZ,  Esq.  Treasurer. 

The  following  brethren  were  admitted  as  advisory  members 

Rev.  Dr.  Kurtz,  Rev.  Messrs.  A.  Reck,  J.  Herbst,  Ho 
shour.  Winter,  Medtart,  Heyer,  Ruthrauff,  F 
Baugiier  and  Professor  Schmucker. 

Rev.  Messrs.  J.  Brunner  and  Beecher  delegates  from  tlf 
German  Reformed  Synod  appeared,  were  received  with  friendl; 
attention  and  admitted  as  advisory  members. 

The  following  Committees  were  then  appointed,  to  examin 
and  report  on  the  Minutes  of  the  several  Synods  represented  i:, 
this  body : 

1.  Rev.  J.  G.  Morris  and  F.  Nusz,  Esq.  to  report  on  th 
Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

2.  Rev.  J.  Reck  and  G.  Shryock,  Esq.  on  the  Minutes  of  th 
Synod  of  North  Carolina. 

3.  Rev.  F.  Ruthraufif  and  Rev.  J.  Herbst,  on  those  of  Wes 
Pennsylvania. 

Whereas  the  General  Synod  regard  with  feelings  of  tl 
warmest  friendship  and  interest  those  Synods,  which  are  noti 
connexion  with  them,  and  feel  a  desire  to  enable  their  constitt 
ents  to  rejoice  in  the  progress  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdoi 
throughout  our  whole  church,  the  following  Committees  were  aj 
pointed :  : 
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4.  Rev.  J.  Crigler  and  Major  Sharretts,  on  those  of  South 
Carolina. 

Rev.  S.  S.  Schmucker  and  Rev.  Yeager,  to  collect  other  in¬ 
formation,  relative  to  the  state  of  our  church,  under  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  other  Lutheran  Synods,  to  be  embodied  in  the  Minutes  of 
the  General  Synod. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  which  helately  received  from  our 
venerable  Father  Shober,  containing  $10  for  the  General  Syn¬ 
od.  Whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  we  express  our  heartfelt  gratitude  to  the 
Rev.  G.  Shober  for  the  deep  interest  he  manifests  for  our  Zion,  & 
also,  for  the  donation  he  has  made,  and  that  Dr.  Kurtz  be  re¬ 
quested  to  answer  said  letter. 

Dr.  Kurtz  laid  on  the  table  an  official  letter  from  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Hazelius,  President  of  the  Synod  of  New  York,  respecting 
the  Minutes  and  other  documents  of  the  General  Synod.  It  was 
ordered  to  be  read,  whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  1st.  That  the  General  Synod  have  received  with 
much  pleasure,  the  official  and  friendly  communication  from  the 
Synod  of  New  York,  through  their  worthy  President. 

Resolved,  2d.  That  the  President  of  this  Synod,  answer 
isaid  communication,  and  express  our  fraternal  regard  for  said 
Synod. 

Resolved,  3d.  That,  whereas  the  General  Synod  lias  no  other 
documents,  than  those,  published  in  the  Minutes,  the  President 
forward  a  copy  of  all  the  Minutes  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Uazelius. 

It  having  been  stated  that  several  clauses  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  Synod  have  been  misunderstood  by  well-meaning  persons, 
and  that  the  change  of  a  few  words  would  remove  this  difficulty: 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  Constitution  of  this  Synod,  and  report,  whether  or 
not,  any  amendment  be  requisite. 

Rev.  Messrs.  Heim,  Cline,  Morris,  and  Messrs.  Berlin, 
Nusz  and  Shryock,  were  appointed. 

Rev.  Mr.  Brunner  delivered  to  this  body  12  copies  of  the 
Minutes  of  the  German  Reformed  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  12  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  this  body  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  German  Reformed  Synod,  as  an  evidence  of  the  con- 
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tinuance  of  the  best  feelings  existing  between  the  two  churches. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  two 
brethren,  to  report  on  the  Minutes  of  the  German  Reformed  Syn¬ 
od.  —  The  Rev.  Messrs.  A.  Reck  and  J'.  Herbst  were  appointed. 

It  was  stated  by  members  from  different  Synods,  that  a  de¬ 
sire  for  some  good  practical  work,  published  under  the  sanction  of 
our  church,  very  generally  prevailed.  The  propriety  of  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Synod’s  promoting  such  a  publication  was  discussed,  after 
which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morris  informed  the  brethren, that  he  had  al¬ 
ready  made  considerable  progress  in  the  preparation  of  such  a 
work.  It  was  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kurtz,  Messrs.  A.  Reck,  S.  S. 
Schmuckcr,  J.  Morris,  and  Messrs.  Berlin  and  Sharretts,  be  a 
Committee  to  draft  a  plan  for  publishing  such  devotional  books  as 
this  Synod  may  desire  for  the  use  of  the  church. 

A  letter  signed  by  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Cline,  was  read.  The  sub¬ 
stance  of  it  is,  that  the  brethren  in  Virginia  have  resolved,  to  orga¬ 
nize  themselves  as  a  separate  and  distinct  Synod,  believing, 
that  such  a  measure  will  enable  them  to  promote,  in  a  greater  de¬ 
gree,  the  cause  of  Christianity  of  our  church,  &  as  they  could 
then  hold  Synodical  meetings  in  any  part  of  Virginia.  They 
request  the  approbation  of  this  Synod. 

As  the  brethren  in  Virginia  have  the  number  of  ordained 
Pastors  required  by  the  Constitution  of  the  General  Synod,  be¬ 
fore  a  new  Synod  can  be  organized,  their  request  was  granted 
unanimously. 

After  prayer,  the  morning  session  was  closed. 

3  o’clock,  the  Synod  was  constituted  by  prayer. 

Dr.  Kurtz  stated  :  “That  the  committee  appointed  to  draft  a 
plan  of  a  devotional  book  for  Catechumens  and  Christians  in  gen¬ 
eral,  were  now  ready  to  report  a  plan  of  such  a  work. 

The  report  was  read  and  adopted,  and  Dr.  Kurtz,  D.  F. 
Schaeffer,  B.  Kurtz,  S.  S.  Schmucker  and  J.  G.  Morris,  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  superintend  this  publication. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Constitution  of  this 
Synod,  in  order  to  ascertain,  whether  any  amendments  be  requi¬ 
site,  made  report,  viz  : 

That  for  the  sake  of  perspicuity  and  to  obviate  misconstruc¬ 
tions,  it  be  recommended  to  the  different  Synods  to  adopt  the  lol- 


[lowing  amendments — after  Evangelical,  Article  2,  part  1,  insert 
Lutheran;  To  Article  1,  Sec.  5,  add  “on  non-fundamental  doc¬ 
trines.”  Art.  S,  Sec.  8,  after  “in  general”  add  “in  order  that 
the  blessed  opportunities  to  promote  concord  and  unity,  and  the 
interests  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom  may  not  pass  by  neglected 
n  and  unavailing.”  Art.  3,  Sec.  6,  add  after  “orphans  of”  poor. 
For  these  Articles  as  amended,  see  the  close  of  these  Minutes. 
The  report  was  adopted. 

Delegates  to  different  Synods  were  now  appointed. 

Rev.  J.  Herbst  to  the  Synod  of  Ohio. 

Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer  to  New  York. 

Rev.  Drs.  Kurtz  and  Schmucker  to  East  Pennsylvania. 

Rev.  W.  Artz  to  South  Carolina. 

Rev.  B.  Kurtz  and  Rev.  J.  Winter  to  the  German  Reformed 
Synod. 

After  prayer,  the  Synod  adjourned. 

This  evening  the  Rev.  A.  Reck  preached,  text,  John  3,  36. 
At  8  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the  Synod  resumed  its  business. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Baird,  Agent  of  the  American  Sunday  School 
Union,  was  introduced  as  a  delegate  from  said  society. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  General  Synod  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  different  Synods,  united  in  the  General 
Synod,  made  report,  and  the  consideration  thereof  was  deferred 
to  the  morning  session.  A  motion  to  adjourn,  prevailed,  and  a 
prayer  closed  the  business  of  this  evening. 

Tuesday,  8  o’clock,  the  Synod  was  constituted  by  prayer. 
Reports  on  the  Minutes  of  the  different  Synods  were  made. 
Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  Methodist  Church,  was  introduced. 
The  Constitution  of  the  different  Synods  was  now  read  and 
discussed,  and  occupied  the  morning  session.  Adjourned  after 
prayer. 

At  2  o’clock,  P.  M.  the  6'ynod  was  constituted  by  prayer. 
The  discussion  of  the  Constitution  was  resumed,  and  contin¬ 
ued  until  4o’clok,  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Baird,  agent  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Sunday  School  Union  appeared. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  now  hear  the  object  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Bairds  mission. 

Mr.  Baird  having  stated  at  full  length  the  object  of  his  mis¬ 
sion,  it  was 
truC'I 
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Resolved,  1st,  Tliat  this  body  lias  heard  with  much  pleasure 
and  gratefully  accept  the  generous  offers  of  the  American  Sun¬ 
day  school  Union,  made  through  their  Agent,  to  afford  every  pos¬ 
sible  aid  in  promoting  the  Sunday  school  cause  within  our  bounds. 

Resolved  2dly,  That  a  constitution  for  a  Sunday  school  Uni¬ 
on  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  he  formed  by  this  body,  and  that  the 
necessary  measures  for  its  general  adoption  be  taken. 

Resolved,  3d,  That  a  committee  of  eight  members  of  this  bo¬ 
dy  be  appointed  to  draft  and  report  a  constitution. 

Rev.  Messrs.  Heyer,  J.  G.  Morris,  J.  Reck,  J.  Medtart,  and 
Messrs.  Sharrcts,  Nusz,  Berlin,  and  Sliryock,  were  accordingly 
appointed. 

Prayer  being  offered,  the  Synod  adjourned. 

This  evening  the  Rev.  Mr.  Heyer  preached,  text,  Matthew 
17,  2.  3.4. 


After  service,  the  Synod  resumed  its  business. 

The  constitution  for  the  Synods  was  again  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration,  and  after  being  amended,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  it  he,  and  it  is,  hereby  recommended  to  the 
different  Synods,  united  in  the  General  synod,  to  adopt  this  Con¬ 
stitution  for  their  government. 

Resolved,  That  250  copies  be  printed. 

After  prayer,  the  Synod  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  8  o’clock  A.  M.  prayer. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  are  due  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  other  citizens  of  Washington 
county,  Md.  for  their  very  liberal  subscription  to  the  second  Pro¬ 
fessorship  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

Upon  the  case  of  John  Menser,  (a  casuistic  question)  which 
was  referred  by  the  Synod,  of  North  Carolina  to  this  Synod,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to  take  the 
subject  into  serious  consideration,  and  report  thereon  at  the  next 
General  Synod,  and  that  the  President  communicate  this  resolu¬ 
tion  to  the  President  of  the  N.  C.  Synod. 

The  committee  consists  of  Dr.  Kurtz,  Dr.  Schmucker,  Rev. 
D.  F.  Schaeffer,  and  Rev.  B.  Kurtz. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Morris  be  added  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for  the  sale  of  the  hymn¬ 
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book,  and  that  depositories  be  established  in  Greensburg,  West¬ 
moreland  county,  Pa.  in  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Charleston,  and 
one  in  North  Carolina. 

Resolved,  that  this  Synod  views  with  great  approbation,  the 
exertions  of  our  difterent  Synods,  in  behalf  of  Sunday  Schools, 
and  recommends  the  formation  of  a  Sunday  Sohool  Union  of  the 
Lutheran  church. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  issue  a  Pastoral  letter  to  our 
churches,  and  the  Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  B.  Kurtz  and  Professsor 
Schmucker  be  a  committee  to  prepare  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  minutes  of  this  Synod  be  printed,  viz: 
400  copies  in  the  German,  and  400  copies  in  the  English  lan¬ 
guage. 

The  business  of  the  Synod  having  been  transacted,  the  time 
and  place  of  the  next  meeting  were  determined,  viz:  Winches¬ 
ter,  Va.  on  the  4th  Sunday  in  October,  A.  D.  1831. 

The  brethren  then  united  in  prayer,  commending  themselves 
and  the  church  in  general,  to  the  protection  and  favor  of  Jesus 
Christ,  God  over  all,  blessed  forever!  and  adjourned. 

Attest 

DAVID  F.  SCHAEFFER. 

Secretary . 


SECOND 

STATED  RETORT 

or 

THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS, 

TO  THE 

GENERAL  SYNOD 

or  THE 

EV.  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

ON  THE  STATE  OF  THEIR  SEMIN  ARY* 

■  — ««» mam  a* 

TheBoard  congratulate  themselves  and  the  church  at  large> 
that  in  their  second  report,  they  are  able  to  represent  the  Semi- 
lary  under  their  care  in  the  most  prosperous  condition.  They 
■ecognize  the  hand  of  a  benevolent  Providence  in  crowning  theii 


10 


lal 


efforts  with  complete  Success ,  and  pray  that  His  strong  right 
arm  may  still  continue  to  lead  and  uphold  them,  while  they  exert 
themselves  yet  more  in  behalf  of  this  school  of  the  prophets.  The 
prospects  before  them  are  increasingly  flattening',  and  every 
successive  session  affords  them  more  proof,  that  this  interesting 
institution  will  accomplish  its  original  design,  to  supply  our 
church  with  a  pious  and  learned  ministry. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  hoard  last  spring,  the  first  class  ol 
students  consisting  of  eight  members,  passed  the  final  examina- . 
tion.  and  acquitted  themselves  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  tc 
their  own  industry  and  talents,  while  the  peculiar  qualifications 
of  their  instructor  were  equally  evinced.  The  public  addresses, 
delivered  by  them  on  that  occasion  afforded  abundant  evidence 
that  they  had  successfully  prosecuted  the  study  of  elocution,  sc 
important  to  the  preacher,  while  they  gave  equal  proof  that  the 
hearts  of  the  speakers  were  warm  with  the  love  of  God  and  o 
immortal  souls.  All  these  are  already  actively  engaged  in  tin 
field  of  service,  and  most  of  them  have  gone  to  those  sections  o: 
the  church  where  the  destitution  w  as  greatest,  and  where  the  cn 
for  ministerial  aid  has  most  frequently  come  up.  Three  are  nov 
laboring  in  N  rth  Carolina,  two  in  Maryland,  two  in  WestPenn 
sylvania,  and  one  in  East  Pennsylvania.  Of  the  influence  already  j 
exerted  by  them, .  very  pleasing  information  has  been  received 
and  various  letters  of  thanks  from  the  destitute  for  sending  then 
spiritual  guides.  Since  that  time  13  students  have  connected 
themselves  with  the  Seminary,  the  whole  number  now  beint 
twenty  six,  w  hich  exceeds  that  of  any  former*  time  ,  making  th 
whole  number  who  are,  or  who  have  been,  connected  with  the  in 
stitution,  since  the  beginning,  forty  three. 

The  Examinations  have  been  regularly  attended  by  th 
Board,  which  have  always  afforded  them  such  satisfaction,  hot 
with  pupils  and  teacher,  that  they  uniformly  retire,  more  deepl; 
than  ever,  impressed  with  the  incalculable  importance  of  the  in 
stitution  ,  and  the  high  claims  it  lays  to  the  support  and  prayer 
of  the  church.  Its  spiritual  interests  they  regard  as  superior  t 
ail  others  and  they  rejoice  to  report,  that  in  this  respect  it  is  i 
the  highest  degree  prosperous.  The  students  seem  ardently  dc 
voted  to  the  cause  of  their  divine  Master  ,  and  to  deport  them, 
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selves,  as  tho’  they  felt  in  a  peculiar  degree  the  responsibility  of 
the  office  to  which  they  are  aspiring.  This  is  constantly  Impressed 
an  their  minds,  and  they  deeply  feel  its  influence. 

The  students  have  associated  themselves  together,  into  sever¬ 
al  societies  for  improvement  and  exercise,  and  they  have  already 
ixperienced  their  most  salutary  effects.  The  Missionary  Society 
yas  established  soon  after  the  institution  was  founded,  and  con- 
inues  in  active  existence  and  growing  importance  to  the  present 
ime.  Its  object  is  to  collect  missionary  information  from  every 
uarter  of  the  world,  and  to  excite  within  their  own  hearts  a  spirit 
fMissionary  enterprize.  From  an  epistolary  correspondence  with 
iinilar  societies  in  other  theological  Seminaries,  and  the  perusal 
f  nearly  all  the  religious  publications  of  the  day,  all  the  informa- 
on  is  collected  relative  the  Missionary  operations  in  their  own 
nd  other  churches.  The  first  Wednesday  of  every  Month  is  set 
part  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  this  society,  when  the 
•respondence,  an  essay  on  some  Missionary  subject,  oranorig- 
tal  biography  of  some  eminent  Missionary  are  read.  Thus  the 
>irit  for  such  operations  is  kept  alive  and  growing,  and  the  ener- 
es  of  the  soul  roused  to  active  and  ardent  prayer. 

Another  assosiation  has  been  formed  which  is  called  “The 
echanical  Society”,  the  object  of  which  is  to  spend  two  or  three 
urs  of  every  day  in  Mechanical  labour,  which,  while  it  w  ill  in- 
borate  the  body  by  healthful  exercise,  will  also  contribute  ma- 
ially  to  the  support  of  such ,  who  are  now  dependent  on  the 
"nristian  liberality  of  others.  Similar  societies  are  now  in 
cessful  operation  at  several  of  the  m  ,i  respectable  theolo- 
al  Seminaries  of  our  country.  They  are  of  immense  value  to 
students ,  and  hence  have  received  the  ^probation  of  the 
ightened  friends  of  the  church.  The  operations  of  the  Society 
connexion  with  our  Seminary,  have  been  somewhat  retarded 
want  of  funds  to  purchase  the  necessary  apparatus  and  tools, 
it  is  hoped  that  Christian  friends  will  not  suffer  it  to  languish 
w  ant  of  the  requisite  support. 

The  state  of  the  Classical  department,  with  which  a  number 
he  theological  students  are  at  present  connected ,  is  very 
ishing.  During  the  last  year  an  additional  teacher  was 
tW  loyed  to  instruct  in  the  sciences,  so  that  now  there  are  twu 
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eminently  qualified  teachers  superintending  that  branch  of  the 
general  institution,  which  is  regarded  as  an  efficient  auxiliary  to 
the  theological  department. 

Shortly  after  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  the  first 
Scholarship  was  founded  by  a  donation  of  g  1 000  from  Professor 
S.  S.  Schmucker.  We  hope  to  see  this  example  of  distinguished 
liberality  imitated  by  many  of  our  brethren,  until  every  indigent 
student  in  our  church,  will  have  the  means  of  acquiring  the  neces 
sary  theological  education.  The  Board  passed  the  following 
resolution  in  reference  to  this  subject :  “  Resolved  that  tin 
Board  express  their  thanks  to  Professor  Schmucker  for  his  libera 
donation  in  thus  founding  the  first  scholarship  of  this  institution 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  pious  young  men  in  preparing  themselvei 
for  the  gospel  ministry  in  this  Seminary.”  The  sum  is  payable  ii 
ten  equal  annual  instalments,  two  of  which  are  already  paid 
Four  young  men  have  already  received  aid  from  this  fund.  Fou 
are  supported  by  the  liberality  of  that  noble  institution  ,  th 
American  Education  Society,  four  by  the  Missionary  an 
Education  Society  of  the  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  an 
one  by  the  Female  Education  Society  of  the  Lutheran  Churc 
in  York. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  West  Pennsylvania  Synod  held  atYorl 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

“Many  pious  members  of  our  church,  and  friends  of  oi 
Theological  Seminary,  having  for  a  length  of  time  seen  and  fe 
the  importance  of  augmenting  the  very  limited  funds  of  th 


Institution,  in  order  thereby  to  raise  its  respectability  ar 


dignity,  and  especially  with  a  view  to  give  to  it  a  more  extend* 
sphere  of  usefulness ;  and  a  number  of  them  having  according 
suggested  the  wish,  that  suituable  &  effectual  measures  might  1 
adopted  to  furnish  to  the  treasury  of  said  Seminary,  a  permane 
fund  of  $10,000  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Board  of  Dire 
tors  to  call  a  second  Professor  from  Germany.  Therefore,  v 
the  subscribers ,  bind  ourselves  and  heirs,  to  pay  in  two  equ 
annual  instalments,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Seminary,  the  se 
of  $100,  on  condition  that  before  the  expiration  of  twel 
months,  one  hundred  persons,  including  ourselves,  shall  conse 
to  do  the  same,  on  the  same  terms  ;  allowing  at  the  same  tin 
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John  N.  Hoffman, 
Lewis  Eiciielberger, 
G.  A.  Reichert  k. 

N.  G.  SlIABRETTS, 
David  Jacobs. 


to  any  one  who  may  not  feel  himself  able  to  pay  the  whole  of  said 
amount  himself ,  the  privilege  of  uniting  with  others,  for  the 
payment  of  it.” 

And  the  following  ten  gentlemen  immediately  subscribed 
it,  viz  : 

Itev.  J.  Daniel  Kurtz,  D.  D.  Rev. 

—  J.  G.  Sc n mucker,  — 

—  Jno.  G.  Morris,  — 

—  Benjamin  Kurtz,  — 

Mr.  G.  Schmucker,  — 

Rev.  G.  Heilig, 

Since  that  time,  about  as  many  more  voluntarily  sent  in  their 
names.  Last  spring  Professor  Schmucker  undertook  a  voluntary 
agency  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York  ,  and  obtained  $  3000. 
Reverend  Dr.  Schmucker  was  appointed  by  the  Board  to  visit 
Washington  County  in  Maryland,  and  obtained  $  3800  more. 
This  is  an  eminent  proof  of  the  liberality  of  the  people  in  that 
county,  for  which  they  deserve  the  gratitude  of  the  friends  of 
the  Institution.  At  the  last  session  of  the  General  Synod  a  vote 
of  thanks  was  unanimously  passed  to  the  friends  of  our  church 
in  Washington  County,  who  so  liberally  contributed  to  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Seminary. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  held  at  Hagerstown 
on  the  27th  of  October,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  a 
beginning  should  be  made  in  the  erection  of  buildings,  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  select  and  purchase  a  site,  to  select 
a  plan  and  issue  proposals  for  building.  The  funds,  indeed  arc 
not  sufficient  to  erect  the  necessary  edifices,  hut  it  is  hoped  that 
all  arrearages  will  be  paid,  and  the  friends  of  the  institution,  ever 
so  willing,  will  not  let  the  work  fail  for  want  of  funds. 

Before  closing  this  report  the  Board  deem  it  no  less  a  plea¬ 
sure  than  an  obligation  again  to  record  the  continued  liberality  of 
our  benefactors  in  Germany.  Although  several  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  return  of  our  beloved  brother,  the  Reverend 
B.  Kurtz,  the  stream  of  German  liberality  has  not  yet  entirely 
ceased  to  flow.  Since  the  last  report  of  this  Board  several 
additional  boxes  with  books  and  female  needlework,  have  been  re¬ 
ceived, so  that  this  Institution  really  possesses  the  largest  theological 
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Library  in  the  United  States,  amounting  to  more  than  6000  vols. 
This  the  Board  regard  as  a  circumstance  of  peculiar  importance, 
as  it  presents  to  the  students  almost  irresistable  inducements  to 
the  study  of  the  language  and  literature  of  Germany.  They  are 
happy  also  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  state  that  of  all  the  students 
of  our  church  who  have  come  forth  from  the  Seminary,  every  one 
had  made  the  German  language  the  subject  of  particular  study, 
and  all  excepting  two,  now  statedly  preach  in  that  language. 

It  was  originally  the  fixed  intention  of  the  Board  to  select  some 
distinguished  divine  of  Germany  of  well  known  piety,  talents  and. 
learning,  to  fill  the  second  professorship  in  their  Seminary,  and 
such  would  still  be  their  ardent  desire.  But  much  to  their  surprise 
they  have  found  that  the  proposed  measure  does  not  meet  the 
approbation  of  all  our  churches,  &  what  is  more  remarkable  still, 
that  it  is  least  popular  in  those  sections  of  the  church,  which  are 
most  German,  especially  in  East  Pennsylvania.  The  only  ob¬ 
jection  seems  to  be  the  apprehension,  that’ a  European  could  not 
so  well  accommodate  himself  to  the  peculiar  views  arid  situation  of 
our  ecclesiastical  and  civil  institutions.  What  course  the  Board 
will  ultimately  feel  it  a  duty  to  pursue,  they  cannot  now  deter¬ 
mine. 

The  Board  feel  desirous  of  being  devoufly  grateful  to  God 
for  His  blessing  upon  their  feeble  efforts,  and  would  humbly  and 
fervently  commend  this  valuable  institution  to  the  prayers  and 
liberality  of  all  true  friends  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  to  the 
guidance  and  blessing  of  that  Triune  God  to  whose  glory  it  is 
dedicated. 
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Of  the 


Dearly  beloved  brethren  hv  Christ! 

The  General  Synod  in  approaching  again  the  different  Syn¬ 
ods  and  Churches  of  whose  representatives  she  is  composed, 
would  come  wishing  grace,  mercy  and  peace,  through  God,  our 
Father  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  you  all,  and  to  all  those,  in 
every  place,  who  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  Whilst 
sending  these  words  of  brotherly  love  to  those  scattered  over  dif¬ 
ferent  and  distant  parts  of  our  land,  and  labouring,  amid  various 
circumstances  of  difficulty  and  encouragement,  and  as  co-work¬ 
ers  with  one  another  and  with  God,  in  promoting  the  same  cause, 
our  spirit  is  stirred  up  within  11s,  we  seem,  as  it  were,  lifted  upon 
some  high  eminence,  from  which  the  little  borders  of  Synodical 
division  disappear,  and  the  whole  body  seems  as  one  family. 
From  this  evangelical  Pisgah  we  would  call  to  you  all :  Go  on 
brethren!  Cry  aloud  and  call  sinners  to  repentance!  Go  on 
brethren,  feeding  the  flock  of  Christ,  and  bringing  home  the 
wandering  sheep,  and  as  ye  go  remember  the  words  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  how  he  spake  :  “ye  arc  all  brethren.” 

Amid  these  circumstances  we  rejoice  anew  in  the  grand  de¬ 
sign  of  the  General  Synod  of  our  church.  This  design  is  not  to 
produce  an  absolute  uniformity  in  minor  points  of  doctrine,  for  we 
have  no  reason  to  believe  that  this  existed  even  in  the  primitive 
church  ;  and  we  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  whilst  the  grand 
doctrines  of  the  Reformation  are  absolutely  insisted  on,  every  min¬ 
ister  and  lay-man  should  have  full  liberty  to  approach  the  study 
of  his  bible  untrammcled  by  the  shackcls  of  hum  a  1  creeds. 

The  General  Synod  therefore  only  requires  of  those  who  arc 
attached  to  her  connexion,  that  they  hold  the  fundamental  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Gospel  as  taught  in  the  Augsburg  Confession,  and  in 
all  minor  points  leaves  them  unrestricted.  On  the  one  hand  wc 
are  not  able  to  go  with  those,  who  renounce  unconditionally  all 
creeds  and  confessions,  because  wc  cannot  see  how  Socinians  could 
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be  effectually  excluded  from  the  Church  without  them.  But  wc 
feel  well  assured,  that  the  great  ma  jority  of  creeds  in  the  Christian 
church,  by  entering  far  too  much  into  minor  ramifications  of  doc¬ 
trine,  and  attaching  too  great  importance  to  subordinate  and  even 
doubtful  points,  have  cherished  in  the  most  direct  manner,  and 
from  their  very  nature  must  cherish  the  unhallowed  spirit  of  big¬ 
otry  and  sectarianism.  It  cannot,  we  think,  be  doubted  by  any 
one  who  has  paid  attention  to  this  subject,  that  there  are  in  each 
of  the  several  orthodox  denominations,  and  often  in  the  same  in¬ 
dividual  congregations,  persons  differing  from  each  other  as  much 
as  their  several  creeds  do.  Why  then  should  not  all  the  Synods, 
which  bear  the  name  of  the  immortal  Luther,  and  still  retain 
the  cardinal  views  of  that  illustrious  Reformer,  be  associated 
together  by  the  very  slender  bond  of  our  General  Synod,  though 
they  may  not  agree  in  some  points  not  touching  the  fundamental 
doctrines  of  the  Augsburg  Confession  ?  The  General  Synod  has 
no  power  to  call  to  account  the  members  of  individual  Synods  for 
any  offence  in  doctrine  or  practice  :  nay,  if  it  were  even  known  to 
her,  that  some  member  of  a  Synod  had  become  guilty  of  the  most 
flagrant  crimes,  or  of  fundamental  heresy,  she  has  no  power  to  call 
him  to  account,  and  could  do  no  more  than  admonish  the  individ¬ 
ual  Synod,  to  which  the  offender  belongs,  to  take  cognizance  of 
of  the  case.  And  if  a  Synod  should  refuse  to  require  orthodoxy 
on  fundamental  points  of  her  members,  then  she  might  be  exclud¬ 
ed  from  the  General  Synod  by  a  vote  of  said  body.  In  short  the 
several  Synods,  now  four  in  number,  constituting  the  General 
Synod,  are  so  many  independent  ecclesiastical  polities,  associated 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  brotherly  love,  and  of  con¬ 
centrating  their  energies  in  effecting  such  objects  as  are  of  gene¬ 
ral  interest,  and  such  as  one  Synod  alone  could  not  accomplish. 
This  bond  of  union  is  probably  more  lax  than  many,  for  want  of  an 
opportunity  to  see  the  Constitution,  have  been  led  to  suppose.  We 
have  therefore  deemed  it  necessary  to  append  to  these  Minutes,  an 
entire  copy  of  the  General  Synod’s  Constitution.  This  measure 
we  hope,  will  tend  to  increase  those  friendly  feelings  in  regard  to 
this  body,  which  we  are  happy  to  learn,  are  becoming  more  gen¬ 
eral  in  those  portions  of  our  church,  not  yet  in  connexion  with  us. 
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To  our  brethren  of  the  Synods  not  yet  connected  with  us, 
from  some  of  whom  a  fraternal  epistle  was  received,  &  a  majority 
of  whom  approve  of  the  General  Synod,  we  would  say  :  look  over 
the  Constitution,  which  some  of  you  aided  in  forming  and  which 
remains  unaltered  ,  and  over  the  minutes  of  this  body.  Their 
general  spirit,  and  the  grand  objects  at  which  we  aim  ;  we 
know  you  love  and  approve  :  if  then  you  find  any  tiling,  which 
you  would  wish  altered,  communicate  your  wishes  by  letter  or  by 
a  personal  representative  at  our  next  meeting,  and  any  alteration 
consistent  with  the  grand  design  of  the  association,  will  doubtless 
be  made  with  pleasure.  By  the  recent  formation  of  a  new  Synod, 
embracing  all  the  brethren  resident  in  Virginia,  and  styled 

THE  SYNOD  OF  VIRGINIA, 

the  number  of  Synods  connected  with  the  General  Synod  is  in¬ 
creased  to  four ;  and  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  the  time  is  not 
far  distant,  when  the  other  associations  of  Lutheran  brethren 
will  also  unite  with  us. 

Concerning  the  Constitution  for  Synods  adopted  at  this  meet¬ 
ing,  we  would  merely  remark,  that  it  is  truly  Lutheran  in  its 
character;  being  in  substance  little  else  than  a  condensed  and 
systematic  view  of  the  old  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania  and  that 
of  New  York  which  is  chiefly  a  translation  of  the  former.  This 
plan  was  adopted  for  two  reasons,  because  those  instruments 
most  fully  met  the  views  of  the  General  Synod,  and  because 
the  substantial  adoption  of  those  venerable  constitutions  would 
naturally  remove  all  obstacles  to  the  reception  of  tbit  constitu¬ 
tion  by  all  the  different  Synods  of  our  church.  The  first 

and  ardent  wish  of  the  General  Synod  is,  that  the  Formula 
for  individual  Congregations ,  the  Constitution  for  Synods 
and  the  Constitution  of  the  General  Synod  might  all  be 
adopted  by  the  whole  Lutheran  Church.  Then  would  we 

have  one  uniform,  efficient,  yet  liberal,  system  of  church- 
government,  by  which  we  cannot  but  believe  the  prosper¬ 
ity  of  our  church  would  in  a  high  degree  be  promoted. 

But  if  any  Synod  is  unwilling  to  adopt  the  Formula  for 
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individual  churches,  our  next  wish  is  to  unite  in  adopting 
the  remaining  parts  of  the  entire  system,  namely  the  Con¬ 
stitution  for  Synods  and  the  General  Synod.  And,  finally,  if 
any  Synod  should  prefer  not  adopting  the  Constitution  for 
Synods,  as  good  Lutherans  we  do  not  object,  for  we  are 
perfectly  willing  to  join  in  the  General  Synod,  those  whose 
individual  regulations  in  their  Synod  and  churches  differ  from 
ours. 

Instead  of  entering  into  a  detailed  view  of  the  state  of  the 
different  Synods  in  this  address,  we  have  thrown  that  informa¬ 
tion  into  the  form  of  statistical  tables,  annexed  to  these 
minutes.  We  would  merely  say  ,  that  the  cause  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer  seems  to  the  prospering  within  our  bounds  in  an 
unprecedented  degree.  Our  congregations  generally  are 
awakening  to  the  cause  of  Christian  benevolence  and  libel - 
ality.  Education  and  Missionary  Societies  have  been  form¬ 
ed  in  great  numbers  ;  Sunday  -  schools  are  in  a  very  flour¬ 
ishing  condition;  the  Bible  and  Tract  cause  finds  many 
willing  and  efficient  friends  among  us ,  prayer  meetings  are 
becoming  more  general,  our  Seminary  and  religious  peiiod- 
icals  are  receiving  more  general  support,  and  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  are  encouraged ,  by  all  these  evidences  of  the  divine 
blessing,  to  increasing  efforts  and  more  ardent  zeal  for  the 

cause  of  their  divine  Redeemer. 

Congratulating  you  on  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  and  of  the  church  of  the  Redeemer  thiough- 
out  the  earth,  we  close,  by  wishing  you  grace,  mercy 
and  peace  through  God  the  Father  and  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 


TTr’.,,  TTrrt.  HE3  TF>  CCT),  TTTt 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  SYNODS. 


CHAPTER  VIII.  * 

OF  SYNODS. 


See.  /.  It  was  found  necessary  and  profitable  in  the  primitive  church,  to  have  an 
occasional  meeting  of  different  individual  churches,  for  the  purpose  of  consultation 
and  mutual  encouragement,  in  preserving  their  purity  und  promoting  their  welfare. f 
This  apostolical  custom  is  retained  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  under  the  name  of 
Conference,  Synod  and  General  Synod. 

II.  A  synod  consists  of  ali  the  ministers  and  licensed  candidates,  and  an  equal 
number  of  lay-delegates,  vithir^a-certain  district. 

III.  The  number  of  lay -votes  can*never"exceed  that  of  the  ordained  cler¬ 
gymen  and  licentiates:  and  if  a  lay -delegate  be  present  from  a  district  from 
which  there  is  no  minister  present  in  the  Synod,  he  shall  have  a  seat  and  the  liberty 
of  speech,  but  no  vote. 

IV.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  synod,  to  see  that  the  rules  of  government  and 
discipline  prescribed  in  this  Formula,  are  observed  by  all  the  congregations  and  min¬ 
isters  within  their  bounds,  to  receive  appeals  from  decisions  of  church-councils, 
and  of  Special  Conferences  when  regularly  brought  before  them,  and  review  and 
reverse  or  confirm  the  decisions  to  which  they  refer  ;  to  examine  and  decide  on 
all  charges  against  ministers  and  licentiates,  that  of  heterodoxy  alone  excepted  ; 
to  form  and  change  ministerial  districts  ;  to  attend  to  any  business  relating  to  their 
churches,  which  is  regularly  brought  before  them  ,  to  provide  supplies  for  des¬ 
titute  congregations,  and  to  devise  and  execute  all  suitable  measures  for  the 
promotion  of  piety  and  the  general  prosperity  of  the  church  ,  not  otherwise  dis¬ 
posed  of  in  this  Formula. 

V.  To  this  end  the  Synod  and  Ministerium  shall  have  power  to  cite  any  church- 
members  within  their  bounds  to  appear  before  them  ;  and  to  endeavour  to  obtain 
other  witnesses,  when  the  case  may  require  it. 

VI.  If  any  congregation,  hitherto  in  connexion  with  a  Synod,  should  refuse  to 
observe  the  resolutions  of  said  Synod,  or  the  provisions  of  this  Formula,  it  shall  be 
excluded  from  connexion  from  said  Synod  during  the  time  of  its  refusal  ;  nor  shall 
any  other  Synod,  nor  any  Lutheran  minister  or  licentiate,  take  charge  of  it  with¬ 
out  special  permission  of  the  President.  Provided,  however,  that  if  the  charter  of 
an  incorporated  congregation  be  at  variance  with  any  articles  of  this  Formula,  said 
charter  shall  have  precedence  of  those  articles  with  which  it  is  in  conflict. 

VII.  Any  congregation  may  become  connected  with  the  Synod  within  whose 
bounds  it  is  situated^by  acceding  to  the  provisions  of  this  Formula,  and  making 
some  annual  contribution  towards  defraying  the  necessary  expenses  of  said  Syn. 
od.  For  this  purpose  an  annual  collection  ought  to  be  held  in  each  congregation. 


y 

"t 


& 


i. 


*Jls  the  directory  for  the  government  of  individual  congregations,  already  ■published,  and 
this  Constitution  for  Synods  and  that  of  the  General  Synod,  are  parts  of  one  entire 
system  of  Lutheran  Church  government,  the  Chapters  are  numbered  as  a  continuation 
of  the  former  part. 

4  Acts  xv,  2,  6,  22,  23 — 28.  Acts  xi,  22,  30.  xxi,  17,  18.  Acts  vi. 
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VIII.  At  least  one  meeting  of  each  Synod  shall  be  held  every  year,  at  such 
time  and  place  as  may  have  been  determined  on. 

IX.  No  minister  or  licentiate  shall  be  absent  from  the  meeting  of  the  Synod 
without  the  most  urgent  necessity.  In  case  of  his  absence,  he  shall,  if  possible, 
send  t.o  the  Synod  a  written  apology,  for  his  absence,  \oluntary  ministerial  en¬ 
gagements  shall  not  be  regarded  as  a  sufficient  excuse.  Any  minister  or  licentiate 
violating  the  provisions  of  this  section,  shall  be  called  to  account  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  at  the  next  meeting. 

X.  These  written  apologies,  as  well  as  all  other  letters  and  papers  intended 
for  the  Synod  or  Ministerium,  ought  to  be  addressed  to  the  President. 

XI.  The  minister  of  the  place  in  which  the  Synod  is  held,  with  the  church 
council,  shall  endeavour  to  provide  for  the  entertainment  of  the  ministers,  can¬ 
didates  and  lay-delegates  by  Christian  friends. 

XII.  Ali  the  members  of  the  Synod  shall  endeavour  to  assemble  on  the  even¬ 
ing  preceeding  the  day  appointed. 

XIII.  Divine  worship  shall  be  celebrated,  during  the  meeting  of  the  Synod, 
as  often  as  may  be  convenient ,  and  consistent  with  the  business  of  the  Synod. 

XIV.  Ministers  in  good  standing  in  other  Synods,  or  in  any  sister  churches, 
who  may  happen  to  be  present,  or  who  appear  as  delegates  from  said  bodies, 
may  be  receive  !  as  advisory  members,  but  cannot  vote  in  any  decisions  of  the 
Synod. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  SY  O  >. 

Sec.  I.  The  officers  of  each  Synod  shall  be  a  President,  Secretary  and  Treas¬ 
urer,  who  are  a  so  the  officers  of  the  Ministerium. 

II.  All  these  officers  are  annually  chosen  by  ballot,  from  among  the  ordained  min¬ 
isters  regularly  belonging  to  the  Synod,  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  minis¬ 
ters,  licentiates  and  lay-delegates  present.  The  same  persons  shall  not  he  eligible 
for  more  than  three  successive  years. 

PRESIDENT. 

III.  The  President  shall  deliver  a  synodical  discourse  at  the  meeting  of  every 
synod  :  and  he  shall,  in  connexion  with  the  pastor  of  the  place,  appoint  the  other 
individuals  who  are  to  preach  during  the  session. 

IV.  He  shall  at  the  beginning  of  every  Synod,  make  a  written  report  of  all  the 
official  business  transacted  and  letters  received  by  him  since  the  last  meeting,  and 
of  all  the  important  events  which  have  occurred  relating  to  his  Synod,  and  may  re¬ 
commend  for  their  consideration  any  measures,  which  he  may  deem  necessary  or 
calculated  to  promote  the  cause  of  God.  This  report  shall  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  dealt  with  as  with  all  other  papers  coming  before  the  body. 

V.  He  presides  at  all  the  meetings  of  the  Synod  and  Ministerium. 

VI.  The  President  has  a  right  to  take  part  in  the  discussions  as  well  as  any  oth¬ 
er  member.  When  the  house  is  equally  divided  on  any  question,  he  has  the  casting 
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Tote.  In  all  other  cases  he  has  no  suffrage,  except  when  an  election  is  made  by 
ballot,  and  then  he  has  not  the  casting  vote. 

VII.  The  President  shall  preserve  order,  not  suffer  more  than  one  member  to 
speak  at  a  time,  secure  to  each  person  liberty  to  speak  without,  interruption  from 
others,  and  shall  prevent  a  speaker  from  deviating  from  the  subject  before  the 
house. 

VIII.  The  President  shall  take  care  that  each  subject  be  duly  eonsick  red  before  a 
decision  be  made.  He  shall  distinctly  rehearse  each  motion,  wh»n  no  one  has  any 
further  observations  to  offer,  and  take  the  votes  of  the  house  n  the  same 

IX.  When  the  votes  are  called  for,  they  are  to  be  given  simply  by  Yea  and  Nay, 
and  no  further  observations  are  then  admissible. 

X.  The  President  has  the  appointment  cf  all  committees  which  are  not  to  be 
elected  by  ballot,  or  otherwise  :  and  every  motion  for  the  formation  of  a  committee 
shall  specify  in  what  way  it  is  to  be  formed. 

XI.  It  is  an  important  part  of  his  duty  to  give  counsel  to  every  member  of  the 
Synod  when  he  deems  it  expedient,  and  particularly  to  admonish  and  advise 
every  erring  brother.  If  accusation  has  been  lodged  against  any  member  of  this 
body  according  to  ch.  iii.  sec.  v.  or  if  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  any  minister 
or  licentiate  is  living  in  any  material  violation  of  the  rules  of  this  Formula,  it  shall 
be  his  duty  to  call  upon  the  individual  to  relieve  his  character  from  said  imputa¬ 
tion,  before  the  Synod  or  Ministerium. 

XII.  Should  the  President  remove  from  the  limits  of  ihe  Synod  or  depart  this  life, 
then  the  Secretary  shall  succeed  him,  and  discharge  the  duties  of  the  President,  un¬ 
til  the  next  Synod. 

SECRETARY. 

XIIT.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  faithful  and  accurate  account  of  all  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Synod  and  Ministerium  ;  carefully  preserve  all  the  papers,  the  seal  &e. 
of  the  Synod  subject  to  their  direction,  and  shall  do  all  the  official  writing  f  the 
Synod  not  otherwise  provided  for. 

XIV.  He  shall  give  notice  (either  by  circular  or  in  the  public  papers,  as  each 
Synod  may  direct),  to  each  minister  and  licentiate  belonging  to  the  Syr  <  d.  of  the 
time  and  place  of  the  synodical  meeting,  at  least  six  weeks  previous  to  the  time 
appointed. 

XV.  He  is  to  keep  a  register  of  the  names  of  all  the  ministers^-  licensed  candi¬ 
dates,  arranged  according  to  their  age  in  office,  and  also  of  the  congregations 
whether  vacant  or  not,  connected  with  the  Synod. 

XVI.  If  the  accumulation  of  business  should  render  it  necessary,  the  President 
may  appoint  an  assistant  Secretary,  whose  office  shall  expire  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Synod. 

XVII.  If  in  the  recess  of  the  Synod, the  Secretary  should  remove  into  the  hounds 
of  another  Synod,  or  should  depart  this  life,  the  President  shall  require  the  Ar¬ 
chives,  the  seal  and  all  other  property  of  the  Synod  to  be  delivered  to  him,  and 
shall  retain  the  charge  of  them  until  the  next  session  of  the  Synod,  when  lie  shall 
appoint  a  Secretary  pro  tern. 
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XVIII.  Unless  the  Archives  are  otherwise  disposed  of  by  the  Synod,  they  shall 
be  in  the  charge  and  custody  of  the  Secretary.  Any  minister  or  delegate  of  a 
congregation  connected  with  said  Synod  shall  have  free  access  to  them  ;  but  no 
part  of  them  shall  be  allowed  to  be  taken  away  or  destroyed. 

TREASURER. 

XIX.  The  Treasurer  shall  take  charge  of  all  the  monies  belonging  to  the  Synod, 
and  shall  keep  them  subject  to  its  order.  He  shall  keep,  and  present  at  each  annu¬ 
al  meeting,  a  detailed  and  faithful  account  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury. 

XX.  Should  the  Treasurer,  during  the  recess  of  the  Synod,  remove  out  of  the 
bounds  of  the  Synod,  or  be  removed  by  death,  the  President  shall  have  all  the  mo¬ 
nies,  certificates,  bonds  and  documents  belonging  to  the  Synod,  delivered  into  his 
hands  ,  and  shall  have  the  charge  of  them  until  the  next  Synodical  session. 


CHAPTER  X. 


OTHER  MEMBERS  OF  A  SYNOD. 


I.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  ordained  minister,  licentiate  and  lay-delegate  of  every 
Synod,  not  only  to  observe  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution  himself ;  but  also,  as 
far  as  is  in  his  power,  see  that  it  is  obeyed  by  all  connected  with  it. 

ORDAINED  MINISTERS  &  LICENTIATES  OR  CANDIDATES. 

II.  It  is  recommended  to  every  ordained  minister  and  licentiate, to  aid  in  circulat¬ 
ing  among  the  members  of  his  charge,  the  books  proposed  by  the  Synod  and  Gener¬ 
al  Synod  for  use. 

III.  No  minister  or  licentiate  shall  interfere  with  the  congregations  of  anoth¬ 
er,  by  preaching  or  performing  other  ministerial  duties  in  them,  except  by  his 
request  or  consent,  if  present;  nor  in  his  absence,  if  he  have  reason  to  think  that 
any  evil  would  result  to  said  church. 

IV.  Any  minister  or  licentiate  in  good  standing,  who  removes  from  the  bounds  of 
one  Synod  into  those  of  another,  shall,  on  application  to  the  President,  receive 
a  certificate  under  his  signature, of  his  honorable  dismission;  and  such  a  certificate 
shall  be  required  by  the  Synod  into  which  he  removes,  when  he  applies  for  admis¬ 
sion  into  it. 

V.  Every  ordained  minister  has  the  right  to  leave  his  charge  &  remove  to  another 
whenever  he  believes  it  his  duty  to  do  so  ;  yet  he  must  give  the  President  timelj 
notice  of  his  intended  removal. 

VI.  A  licensed  candidate  shall  have  liberty  to  visit  vacant  congregations,  either 
upon  receiving  an  invitation  from  them  ,  or  upon  the  advice  of  the  Synod  or  Pres-i| 
ident. 

VII.  After  a  licentiate  has  a  stated  charge  he  shall  be  restricted  to  it,  and  shal 
not  resign  it  without  the  consent  of  the  Ministerium,  or,  in  its  recess,  of  the  Presi 
dent. 

VIII.  A  licentiate  has  power  to  perform  all  the  ministerial  functions  during  th 
time  specified  in  his  license. 
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IX.  In  addition  to  the  obligations  of  ministers  specified  ch.  iii.  see.  1.  it  is  the 
duty  of  licentiates  particularly  to  devote  all  their  leisure  time  to  their  personal 
improvement  and  knowledge  and  grace,  to  receive  counsel  from  the  President, 
and  to  apply  to  him  for  advice  in  cases  of  difficulty. 

X.  Every  licentiate  must  keep  a  general  journal  of  his  ministerial  acts,  which, 
with  a  few  sermons  ofhi^own  composition,  he  must  deliver,  or  send  annually  for 
the  inspection  of  the  Ministerium. 

LAY-DELEGATES. 

XI-  Each  lay-delegate,  entitled  to  a  seat  by  this  Constitution,  shall  have  equal 
;  rights  with  the  ministers  in  all  business  belonging  to  the  Synod  ;  that  is,  may 
take  part  in  the  debates  ,  offer  resolutions  and  vote  on  all  Synodical  questions. 

CHAPTER  XI. 

Order  of  business. 

It  is  recommended,  that  the  transactions  of  the  Synod  be  conducted  as  follows  : 

I.  At  the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting,  the  members  present  shall  assemble, 
and  if  four  ordained  ministers  and  two  lay-  delegates  be  present,  they  shall  consti¬ 
tute  a  quorum. 

II.  The  President  shall  open  the  first  session  by  a  prayer,  after  the  brethren 
have  unitedly  sung  an  hymn.  And  every  session  of  the  Synod  and  Ministerium 
shall  be  opened  and  closed  with  prayer.  In  the  absence  of  the  President,  the  first 
prayer  shall  be  made  by  the  Secretary,  and  if  he  also  be  absent  by  one  of  the  elder 
minister  present. 

III.  After  prayer  the  Secretary  shall  call  the  names  of  all  the  ordained  minister* 
and  licentiates  belonging  to  the  Synod,  and  note  the  absentees. 

IV.  The  lay-delegates  shall  then  exhibit  the  certificates  of  their  appointment, 

:  and  their  names  be  registered  by  the  Secretary  as  members  of  the  Synod. 

V.  The  President  shall  make  his  report  (Chap.  IX.  §.  IV.)  as  the  last  official  act 

J"  » 

of  his  office  and  then  inform  the  members,  that 

VI.  The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  is  now  to  be  attended  to. 

’ 

VII.  Admission  of  delegates  or  ministers  from  other  ecclesiastical  bodies  :  ac- 
i  eording  to  Chap.  VIII,  §.  XIV. 

VIII.  The  minutes  of  the  last  Synod  may  be  read. 

IX.  All  papers  intended  for  the  Synod  or  Ministerium  are  to  be  handed  in,  and 
\  verbal  notice  maybe  given  of  any  important  business  intended  to  be  brought  before 

the  Synod. 

X.  The  Secretary  shall  then  number  the  papers  as  arranged  by  the  President, 
after  which  they  shall  be  taken  up  and  discussed  before  the  whole  house  in.  sum* 

L  erical  order,  or  be  first  referred  to  committees,  as  the  house  may  direct.  The  re- 
ports  of  Committees  may  be  heard  and  acted  on  at  any  time,  and  the  intervals 
filled  up  by  the  succeeding  items. 

.  55  S  5  -S 
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XI.  Each  minister  shall  be  called  on  by  the  Secretary  for  the  record  of  person* 
feiptised  and  confirmed,  as  well  as  of  the  regular  communing  members  belonging 
td  his  churches  (Chap.-iv.  §.  xi.)  ;  as  also  of  the  number  of  schools. 

XII.  The  Treasurer’s  account  shall  be  heard. 

XIII.  The  number  of  vacant  congregations  be  inquired  into,  and  provision  made 
for  them. 

■ 

XIV.  Promiscuous  business. 

XV.  Election  of  delegates  to  the  General  Synod,  or  to  other  ecclesiastical  bodia*, 
and  of  Directors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Gettysburg. 

XVI.  Choice  of  the  time  and  place  for  the  next  meeting  of  Synod. 

£VH.  Dissolution  of  the  Synod,  and  annunciation  of  the  time  of  the  ministerial 
•essiofl. 

XVIII.  Should  the  President  or  Secretary  be  absent  at  the  proper  time  for  open- 
mg  a  session,  the  members  present  may  elect  others  pro  tempore. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


PROCESS  AGAINST  A  MINISTER. 

T.  As  the  hohour  and  success  of  the  gospel  depend  very  much  on  the  character 
of  its  Siihisters,  every  Synod  ought  to  guard  with  the  utmost  care  and  impartiality 
the  conduct  of  its  members. 

II.  All  Christians  should  be  very  cautious  in  giving  credit  or  circulation  to  an 
ill  Hsport  of  any  man,  and  especially  of  a  minister  of  the  gospel  :  if  any  maniknows 
a  iainister  to  be  guilty  of  a  private  censurable  fault,  he  should  warn  him  in  private. 
IT  this  prove  fruitless,  he  should  apply  to  the  church-council,  who  shall  proceed  as 
Specified  in  Chap,  m,  5. 

III.  If  accusaion  be  lodged  according  to  Chap,  iii,  §.  5.  with  the  President  with¬ 
in  four  months  of  the  time  of  the  next  Synodical  meeting,  he  shall  defer  the  matter  to 
said  meeting  ;  yet  if  the  charge  be  one  of  drunkenness,  lewdness,  circulating 
iftindamental  errors  in  doctrine,  or  a  higher  crime,  he  shall  immediately  direct  the 
accused  to  suspend  alFhis  ministerial  duties  until  his  case  is  decided.  If  such 
accusation  is  lodged  with  the  President  at  an  earlier  date,  he  shall  if  the  charge  be 
one  of  drunkenness,  lewdness,  circulating  fundamental  error  in  doctrine  or  higher 
crime,  immediately  give  notice  to  all  the  members  of  the  Conference  district  to 
Which  the  accused  belongs,  to£moct  without  delay  at  a  suitable  place,  and  institute 
a  formal  investigation  of  the  case,  according  to  the  principles  of  this  Formula.  The 
Chairman  of  said  Conference  district  shall  immediately  fix  the  time  and  place  of 
the  meeting,  and  give  at  least  fifteen  days  notice  of  the  same  to  each  minister  in 
the  district,  and  also  to  the  parties  concerned. 

IV.  If  the  Synod  is  not  devided  into  Conference  Districts  the  President  shall 
appoint  a  Committee  of  three  ordained  ministers,  shall  fix  the  time  and  place  of 
their  meeting  and  give  all  the  notices  as  above  require  !  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Conference  district. 

V.  Any  three  members  of  the  Conferenceor  of  the  Committee  above  named,  shall 
have  power  to  proceed  and  hold  a  fair  and  impartial  investigation  of  the  case,  ana 
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to  take  all  such  measures  as  may  be  just  and  necessary  to  determine  the  guilt  or 
innocence  of  the  accused. 

VI.  If  the  accused  confess,  and  the  matter  be  base  and  flagitious,  such  as  drunk¬ 
enness,  lewdness,  circulating  fundamental  error  in  doctrine,  ora  higher  crime, 
however  penitent  he  may  be,  he  must  immediately  be  suspended  from  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  his  office,  and  if  thought  expedient  a  time  be  appointed  for  him  publicly  to 
confess  to  the  congregation  and  the  world  his  guilt  and  penitance. 

VII.  If  a  minister,  accused  of  atrocious  crimes,  being  duly  notified  refuses  to  at¬ 
tend  the  investigation,  he  shall  still  be  immediately  suspended  from  office. 

VIII.  If  the  accused  deny  the  charge,  and  yet  on  examination  of  the  evidence 
is  found  guilty  ;  the  Conference  or  Committee  shall  nevertheless  proceed  to  pass 
sentence  on  him. 

IX.  The  highest  punishment  which  can  be  inflicted  by  a  Special  Conference  or 
Committee  appointed  as  above  specified,  is  suspension  from  clerical  functions;  and 
this  sentence  is  to  be  reported  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Synod  aud  remains  in 
force  until  reversed  by  the' Synod  or  Ministerium  as  the  case  may  be. 

X.  Any  minister  intending  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  a  Conference  or  Com¬ 
mittee,  shall  give  notice  of  it  to  his  accusers  within  three  weeks  of  the  time  when 
the  decision  was  made  ;  that  both  parties  may  be  prepared  for  a  new  trial. 

XI.  Special  Conferences  not  specially  convened  for  the  purpose, may  attend  to 
any  charges  of  importance  against  a  minister  within  their  bounds,  if  all  the  par¬ 
ties  concerned  are  prepared  and  willing  to  proceed. 

XII.  If  at  sny  time,  accusation  be  lodged  with  the  President,  according  to  chap¬ 
ter  111.  §  5.  fer  a  less  crime  than  those  above  specified  §  111.,  be  shall  take  no  oth¬ 
er  steps  in  the  case  than  to  write  a  letter  to  the  accused  and  accusers,  exhorting 
them  to  mutual  forbearance  andreferir.g  them  to  the  next  Synod. 

XIII.  If  accusation  against  a  minister  be  made  immediately  to  the  Synod,  and 
the  Synod  believe  themselves  in  possession  of  all  the  evidence  necessary  to  a  just 
decision,  the  case  may  be  immediately  examined  and  sentence  passed.  Rut.  if  the 
necessary  evidence  be  not  before  them,  and  the  crime  be  such  as  is  specified  in  § 
III.  they  shall  appoint  a  meeting  cf  the  Conference  to  which  the  accused  belongs, 
or,  if  there  be  no  Conference  district,  of  a  Committee  who  shall  proceed  as  ..hove 
specified. 

XIV.  If  a  minister  be  found  guilty  of  drunkenness,  fundamental  heresy,  lewd¬ 
ness  or  higher  crimes,  bis  sentence  of  suspension  shall  not  be  removed  until  after 
some  time  of  penitent,  humble  and  edifying  conduct.  And  he  cgnnot  be  restored  by 
any  judicatory  than  the  Synod,  or  by  the  Ministerium,  if  his  case  w  as  one  of  funda¬ 
mental  heresy. 

XV.  If  the  common  report  of  a  minister's  guilt  of  any  of  the  charges  above  spe¬ 
cified,  be  such  as  seriously  to  injure  the  cause  of  religion,  and  bis  own  churches  do 
not  proceed  against  him,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  other  minister  or  layman,  hav¬ 
ing  obtained  two  other  signatures  of  credible  men,  to  report  the  case  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

VACANT  CONGREGATIONS. 

1.  Vacant  congregations  which  cannot  I’e  immediately  supplied  with  a  minister, 
are  advised  to  assemble  on  (he  Lords-day,  to  select  some  member  of  the  church,  of 
suitable  capacities  and  character,  to  conduct  the  exercises,  and  engage  in  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  God,  as  recommended  in  Chap.  VII.  §  1. 

II-  It  is  also  recommended,  that  at  these  meetings,  a  portion  of  the  Scriptures, 
cf  the  prayers  contained  in  the  Liturgy,  or  some  select  sermon,  such  as  are  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  President  of  the  Synod,  be  read. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


OF  MISSIONS. 

As  the  blessed  Saviour  left  to  his  followers  the  command  :  “Go  ye  and  make 
disciples  of  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  teaching  them  to  observe  all  tilings  whatsoever  I  have  com¬ 
manded  you,  *  ;  the  Synods  shall  regard  it  as  a  sacred  duty  to  adopt,  from  time  to 
time,  such  measures  as  they  may  deem  best  calculated  to  execute  this  solemn  in¬ 
junction. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


ELECTION  OF  DELEGATES  AND  DIRECTORS. 

The  election  of  delegates  to  the  General  Synod  and  of  Directors  of  the  Theo 
logical  Seminary  at  Gettysburg,  shall  always  be  held  by  ballot,  and  a  licensed 
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candidate  shall  not  be  eligible  to  either  of  these  offices. 


CHAP  PER  XVI. 

SPECIAL  CONFERENCES. 

I.  It  is  earnestly  recommended  that  each  Synod  divide  itself  into  two  or  mors 
districts,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  Special  Conferences  ;  which  may  be  helt 
either  on  a  week-day  or  sabbath. 

II.  It  is  desirable,  where  ministers  do  not  live  too  far  apart,  that  at  least  two 
Conferences  should  be  held  annually  in  each  district.  They  ought  to  last  two  days 
and  the  chief  business  to  be  performed  at  them  is  to  awaken  and  convert  sinnen 
and  to  edify  believers  by  close  practical  preaching  of  the  gospel. 

III.  The  state  of  religion  in  the  churches  of  the  district  ought  to  be  enquired  in¬ 
to,  and  at  least  an  hour  be  spent  by  the  Conference  alone  in  conversation  on  sub¬ 
jects  relating  to  pastoral  experience. 

IF.  These  districts  ought  to  contain  between  five  and  ten  ministers,  and  whei 
the  number  becomes  greater,  a  new  district  ought  to  be  formed. 
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V.  These  Conferences  ought  to  be  held  alternately,  in  some  congregation  of 
each  minister  and  licentiate  belonging  to  the  district. 

VI.  Special  Conferences  may  examine  into  any  business  of  congregations,  which 
is  regularly  referred  to  them,  and  give  their  advice;  but  no  Conference,  shall,  under 
any  pretext  whatever,  perform  any  business  connected  with  the  licensure  or  or¬ 
dination  of  candidates  for  the  ministry. 

VII.  Lay-delegates  may  also  be  sent  to  these  Conferences,  under  the  same  regu¬ 
lations  as  to  Synods,  if  it  is  thought  advisable  by  the  Synod. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

MINISTERIAL  SESSION. 

I.  The  clergy  shall  then  hold  a  meeting  consisting  exclusively  of  Scripture  elders, 
that  is,  preachers,  #  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  those  duties  which  Christ  and 
his  apostles  enjoined  upon  them  alone,  viz,  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordina¬ 
tion  of  candidates  for  the  ministry.  This  meeting  is  called  the  Ministerium  or 
Presbytery,  f  by  which,  in  Scripture  is  meant  ministers  alone. 

II.  Licensed  candidates  may  be  present  at  the  Ministerial  meeting,  unless  re¬ 
quested  to  withdraw,  and  may  take  part  in  the  discussions  but  have  no  vote. 

III.  The  Ministerium  shall  also  be  the  proper  body,  by  whom  all  charges  of  here¬ 
sy  against  a  minister,  are  to  be  examined  and  decided  :  as  also  all  appeals  from 
the  decision  of  a  church-council  on  a  charge  of  heresy  against  a  lay-man,  or 
from  the  decision  of  a  Special  Conference  on  a  similar  charge  against  a  minister. 

IV.  When  ordained  ministers  of  other  religious  denominations,  make  appli¬ 
cation  for  admission  into  connexion  with  a  Synod,  the  Ministerium  shall  be  the 
body  to  decide  on  the  case. 

V.  A  majority  of  two  thirds  of  the  ordained  ministers  shall  be  required,  either 
for  the  licensure  of  an  applicant  as  well  as  the  renewal  of  his  license,  or  the  or¬ 
dination  of  a  licensed  candidate,  or  the  admission  of  an  ordained  minister  of  an¬ 
other  denomination. 

VI.  No  minister  or  licentiate,  coming  from  a  Foreign  Country,  shall  be  received 
as  a  member  of  any  Synod,  until  after  a  residence  of  two  years  in  this  country 
and  unexceptionable  deportment  during  that  time.  Excepting  only,  that  if  an  or¬ 
dained  minister  comes  well  recommended  for  piety  &  learning,  by  a  Consistorium, 
or  a  number  of  individuals,  known  to  the  Ministerium  as  orthodox  and  evangeli¬ 
cal,  and  if  the  Ministerium  believe  they  can  safely  confide  in  the  testimonials,  they 
may  receive  him  for  twelve  month,  after  which  the  vote  for  Ins  permanent  recep¬ 
tion  as  a  regular  member  shall  be  taken,  and  the  case  decided  according  to  §  v. 

VII.  All  business  not  specifically  entrusted  to  the  Ministerium  in  this  Formula, 
shall  belong  to  the  Synod. 

VIII.  The  order  of  business  in  the  Ministerium  may  be  as  follows  : 

1.  After  the  session  has  been  opened  with  prayer,  the  President  shall  commun¬ 
icate  any  business  which  he  may  have  to  report  or  propose. 
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2.  The  licentiates  shall  hand  in  their  licenses,  sermons,  and  journals,  which 
ought  if  possible  to  be  read  by  the  licentiate  before  the  whole  body.  If  want  ot 
time  renders  this  inconvenient,  Committees  ought  then  to  be  appointed  to  ex¬ 
amine  and  report  on  them, 

3.  Applicants  for  licensure  are  examined. 

4.  After  the  examination  of  the  applicants  and  of  the  sermons  and  journals  of 
licentiates,  the  applicants  and  licentiates  may  be  desired  to  wi  hdraw,  and  the 
question  of  their  licensure  and  renewal  of  license  or  ordination,  be  discussed 
and  decided. 

fi.  The  licensure  and  ordination  may  be  performed  either  in  the  P  linisterium,  or 
at  an  appointed  hour,  before  a  promiscuous  assembly. 

6.  Promiscuous  matters  relative  to  Ministerial  business  may  then  be  attended  to. 

7.  Some  time  shall  then  be  spent  in  conversation  on  pastoral  experience. 

5.  The  session  closed  as  directed  Ch.  XI,  §.  2. 


CHAPTER  Win. 

EXAMINATION  AND  LICENSURE  OF  CANDIDATES. 

I.  The  examination  shall  be  conducted  by  an  Examining  Committee  of  two  or 
more  ordained  ministers,  appointed  for  the  purpose  at  the  meeting  of  the  previ¬ 
ous  year,  or  by  a  Committee  appointed  at  the  time.  As  these  examinations  may 
be  highly  interesting  and  useful  to  the  whole  Ministerium,  and  will  be  more  faith-, 
fully  performed  if  public,  it  is  earnestly  recommended  that  they  be  performed 
before  the  whole  body. 

II.  After  the  examination  by  the  Committee  is  ended,  every  member  of  the  Minis¬ 
terium  has  the  right  to  ask  the  applicant  any  additional  questions. 

III.  The  examination  shall  embrace  at  least  the  following  subjects  :  viz.  Per¬ 
sonal  piety  and  the  motives  of  the  applicant  for  seeking  the  holy  office,  the 
Greek  and  Hebrew  Scriptures,  the  Evidences  of  Christianity,  Natural  and 
Revealed  Theology,  Church  History,  Pastoral  Theology,  the  rules  of  Sermoniz¬ 
ing,  and  Church  Government. 

IV.  No  Ministerium,  shall,  in  any  case  whatever,  license  an  individual  whom  they 
do  not  believe  to  be  hopefully  pious.  Nor  shall  any  applicant,  extraordinary 
cases  excepted,  he  licensed,  whom  the  Ministerium  do  not  find  possessed  of  a 
competent  acquaintance  with  the  subjects  named  in  §  iii.  the  Hebrew  language 
alone  excepted. 

V.  The  Ceremony  of  Licensure  shall  be  performed  as  follows  :  viz.  after  an  address 
from  the  President  as  prescribed  in  the  Liturgy,  he  shall  read  the  duties  and  priv¬ 
ileges  of  licentiates  in  Ch.  x,  §  vi  — §  x.  and  then  propose  to  him  the  following 
questions  : 

1.  Do  you  believe  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  to  be  the 
word  of  God  and  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice?* 

2.  Do  you  believe  that  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  word  of  God  are  taught 
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in  a  manner  substantially  correct  in  the  doctrinal  articles  cf  the  Augsburg  Confes¬ 
sion  ?  * 

3.  Do  you  promise,  by  the  aid  of  God,  faithfully  to  perforin  all  the  duties  enjoin¬ 
ed  on  you  in  this  Formula,  and  to  submit  yourself  to  its  rules  of  Government  and 
Discipline,  so  long  as  you  remain  a  member  of  a  Lutheran  Synod  ?  f 

VI.  These  questions  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  President  offers  up 
a  suitable  prayer,  delivers  him  his  license,  and  concludes  with  a  short  address  as 
directed  in  the  Liturgy. 

VII.  All  licenses  shall  extend  to  the  time  of  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Minis- 
terium,and  shall  be  renewed  as  a  matter  of  course,  whether  the  licentiate  be  pres¬ 
ent  or  not,  unless  satisfactory  reasons  are  known  to  the  Ministerium,  which  render 
a  renewal  inexpedient.  And  if  for  any  reason,  no  meeting  be  held  at  the  appoint¬ 
ed  time,  the  licenses  granted  by  said  Ministerium  shall  remain  in  force,  until 
revoked  at  a  subsequent  meeting. 

VIII.  If  a  licentiate  after  some  time  of  probation,  does  in  the  judgement  of  the 
Ministerium,  prove  himself  unqualified  for  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  his  license 
shall  be  withdrawn. 

CHAPTER  XIX. 

ORDINATION. 

I.  Whenever  the  Ministerium  has  decided  that  an  individual  shall  be  ordained, 
the  ceremony  may.be  performed,  either  at  the  time  by  the  assembled  Ministerium, 
or  ifprefered,  in  the  church  by  which  he  has  been  called,  by  the  Special  Confer¬ 
ence,  or  by  a  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  by  the  President. 

II.  The  Ceremony  of  ordination,  wherever  performed,  shall  be  as  follows  :  vi/.. 

1.  A  sermon  shall  be  preached  by  a  person  previously  appointed,  on  the  nature, 
duties  &  responsibilities  of  the  ministerial  office. 

2.  The  President  of  the  Ministerium,  or  the  Chairman  of  the  Conference  or 
Committee,  shall  then,  after  a  short  address,  such  as  is  contained  in  the  Liturgy, 
propose  to  the  candidate  the  following  questions  : 

1.  Do  you  believe  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  to  be  the  word 
of  God,  &  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice? 

2.  Do  you  believe  that  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  word  of  God,  are  taught 
in  a  manner  substantially  correct,  in  the  doctrinal  articles  of  the  Augsb.  Confes¬ 
sion? 

3.  Do  you  promise,  by  the  aid  of  God,  faithfully  to  perform  all  the  duties  enjoin¬ 
ed  on  you  in  this  Formula,  and  to  submit  yourself  to  its  rules  of  Government 
and  Discipline,  so  long  as  you  remain  a  member  of  any  Lutli.  Synod  ? 

4.  Do  you  believe  that  in  seeking  the  ministerial  office  you  are  influenced  by  a 
sincere  love  to  God  your  Saviour,  and  desire  to  promote  his  glory  in  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  men. 

5.  Do  you  promise  faithfully  and  zealously  to  preach  the  truths  of  the  gospel  of 

our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  as  contained  in  the  Holy  Ccriptures  ? 

_  1 
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3.  These  questions  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  candidate  shall  kneel 
down,  when  the  President  or  presiding  minister,  shall  ordain  him  after  the  ap¬ 
ostolic  example  by  prayer  f  and  the  laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the  ministry  J  i. 
e.  presbytery.  The  candidate  shall  then  rise,  and  the  officiating  minister,  and  af¬ 
ter  him  the  ordained  ministers  present  shall  take  him  by  the  right  hand  and  wel¬ 
come  hirn  to  take  part  in  the  ministry  with  them.  §  (The  ceremonies  may  then 
be  concluded  by  the  benediction.  But  if  the  ordination  was  performed  in  a 
church  to  which  he  is  called,  the  presiding  minister  shall  proceed  without  any  in¬ 
terruption  with  the  ceremonies  of  installation.) 

CHAPTER  XX. 

INSTALLATION. 

I.  He  shall  then  propose  to  the  minister  just  ordained,  this  question  :  viz.  Are 
you  willing  to  take  charge  of  this  congregation,  and  do  you  promise,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  Christian  pastor  to  them. 

II.  This  question  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  President  shall  ask 

the  congregation:  • 

Do  you  desire  to  receive - as  the  regular  pastor  of  your  church  (or  church¬ 

es,)  to  which  you  have  given  him  a  call  ?  And  do  you  promise  faithfully  to  dis¬ 
charge  towards  him  the  duties,  which  a  Christian  congregation  owe  to  their  pastor? 

These  questions  being  answered  in  the  affirmative.  The  presiding  ministir 
shall  solemnly  pronounce  the  individual  installed  to  be  the  regular  pastor  of 
said  charge  ;  and  conclude  with  the  benediction. 

III.  If  a  minister  already  ordained,  is  to  be  installed,  the  ceremony  of  Installa¬ 
tion  shall  be  preceded  by  a  sermon  on  the  relation  between  a  minister  and  the 
people  of  his  charge,  or  on  some  other  suitable  subject,  by  a  person  previously  ap¬ 
pointed.  The  minister  shall  then  be  formally  installed,  according  to  §  I.  II.  after 
which,  a  charge  may  be  delivered  by  a  minister  previously  appointed,  to  the  pastor 
and  his  people  on  their  respective  duties,  and  the  whole  be  closed  with  the  bene¬ 
diction, 

P.  S.  As  different  Synods  might  differ  in  opinion  relative  to  matters  of  a  mi¬ 
nor  nature,  so  many  particulars  only  as  are  necessary  to  general  uniformity,  and 
harmony  of  operation  among  the  churches,  were  introduced  into  this  Formula. 
Each  Synod  adopting  this  Constitution,  has  the  power  to  form  such  by-laws, 
as  may  seem  proper  to  itself. 


fAets  xiii,  2.  3. 


tlTim.  iv,  14.  $Acta  i,  25. 


OF  THE 


IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  NORTH  AMERICA. 
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JESUS  CHRIST,  the  Supreme  Head  of  Ilis  Church,  having  prescribed  no  en¬ 
tire  specific  directory  for  government  &  discipline,  &  every  section  of  his  church 
being  left  at  full  liberty  to  make  such  regulations  to  that  effect,  as  may  be  most 
adapted  to  its  situation  and  circumstances,  therefore— Relying  upon  God  our  Fa¬ 
ther,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  under  the  guidance  and  direction  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  Word  of  God,  for  the  promotion  of  the  practice  of  brotherly 
love,  to  the  furtherance  of  Christian  concord,  to  the  firm  establishment  and  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace — We,  the  Deputies  of  the 
“German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  neighbouring 
States,”  of  the  “German  and  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  and  the  bordering  States,”  of  the  “Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministe- 
rium  in  the  State  of  New-York,  and  the  neighbouring  States  and  Countries,”  and 
of  the  “Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  &c.”  for  ourselves 
and  our  successors,  do  adopt  the  following  fundamental  articles  :  viz. 

ARTICLE  I. 

The  Name,  Style  and  Title  of  this  Convention  shall  be  :  “  The  Evangelical  Luth¬ 

eran  General  Synod  of  the  United  States  of  North  America.” 

ARTICLE  II. 


This  General  Synod  shall  consist  of  the  Deputies  from  the  several  Evangelical 
Luth.  Synodical  Conventions  in  the  United  States,  who  may  join  themselves  there¬ 
unto, &  be  duly  acknowledged  as  members  thereof,  in  the  following  ratio,  namely  : 

Every  Synodal  body,  or  Synod  (whether  of  Ministers  only,  or  of  Ministers  and 
Lay  Deputies  together)  containing  six  Ministers,  may  send  one  ;  if  it  contain  four¬ 
teen,  two  ;  if  twenty-five,  three  ;  if  fourty,  four  ;  if  sixty,  five  ;  and  if  it  contain 
eighty-six  Ministers  or  upwards,  six  Deputies  of  the  rank  of  ordained  Ministers 
and  an  equal  number  of  Lay  Deputies. 

Each  Deputy,  appearing  in  the  General  Synod  according  to  this  ratio,  shall,  ex¬ 
cept  as  is  hereinafter  provided,  enjoy  an  equal  right  and  vote  with  all  others. 
Every  Synod  may  choose  its  Deputies  in  such  a  way  and  manner  as  to  them  may 
seem  proper;  and  shall  pay  the  travelling  expences  of  the  same  to  and  from  the 
General  Synod,  until  the  General  Synod  shall  have  established  for  itself  a  treasury 
"rom  which  the  future  expences  may  be  discharged. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

The  business  of  the  General  Synod  shall  be  as  follows,  namcl)  : 

Section -i.  The  General  Synod  shall  examine  the  Proceedings  of  the  several 
Synods  and  Ministeriums  belonging  to  this  association,  in  order  that  they  may  ob¬ 
tain  some  knowledge  of  the  existing  state  and  condition  of  the  Church.  The  sev- 
erafSynods,  therefore,  shall  transmit  as  many  copies  of  their  proceedings  to  the 
General  Synod,  as  there  shall  be  members  contained  in  the  General  Synod. 

Section  n.  With  regard  to  all  Books  and  Writings  proposed  for  public  use  in  the 
church,  the  General  Synod  shall  act  as  a  joint  committee  of  the  special  Synods 
and  Ministeriums,  after  the  following  manner:  viz. 

1.  The  General  Synod  shall  examine  all  books  and  writings,  such  as  catechisms, 
forms  of  liturgy,  collections  of  hymns,  or  confessions  of  faith,  proposed  by  the  spe¬ 
cial  Synods  for  public  use,  and  give  their  well  considered  advice,  counsel  or  opin¬ 
ion  concerning  the  same.  No  Fynod,  therefore,  and  no  Ministerium,  standing  in 
connexion  with  this  General  Synod,  shall  set  forth  any  new  book  cr  writing  of  the 
kind  above  mentioned,  for  public  use  in  the  church,  without  having  previously 
transmitted  a  full  and  complete  copy  thereof  to  the  General  Synod,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  receiving  their  said  advice,  counsel  or  opinion. 

2.  Whenever  the  General  Synod  shall  deem  it  proper  or  necessary,  they  may 
propose  to  the  special  Synods  or  Ministeriums,  new  books  or  writings  of  the 
kind  mentioned  above,  for  general  or  special,  public  use.  Every  proposal  of 
the  kind,  the  several  or  respective  Synods  and  Ministeriums  shall  duly  consider, 
arid  if  they,  or  any  one  of  them,  shall  be  of  opinion,  that  the  said  book  or  books, 
writing  or  writings,  will  not  conduce  to  the  end  proposed,  then,  and  in  such  a  case, 
it  is  hoped,  that  the  reasons  of  such  opinion  will  be  transmitted  to  the  next  con¬ 
vention  of  the  General  Synod,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  entered  on  their 
journal. 

3.  But  no  General  Synod  can  be  allowed  to  possess,  or  arrogate  unto  itself,  “the 
power  of  prescribing  among  us  uniform  ceremonies  of  religion  for  every  part  of  the 
Church  or  to  introduce  such  alterations  in  matters  appertaining  to  the  faith,  or 
to  the  mode  of  publishing  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  (the  Son  ofGod,  andground  of 
our  faith  arid  hope)  as  might  in  any  way  tend  to  burden  the  consciences  of  the 
brethren  in  Christ 

section  in.  If  hereafter  '’twenty-five  'ministers,  dwelling  together,  within 
a  certain  marked  boundary,  fifteen  of- whom,  being  ordained  ministers,  shall 
apply  to  the  General  Synod  for  permission  to  create  within  themselves  a  Special 
Ministerium,  and  the  Synod  or  Ministerium  to  which  they  have  previously  belong¬ 
ed,  do  not,  upon  due  notice  given  of  their  intention  so  to  apply,  make  any  serious 
or  important  objection,  then  the  General  Synod  shall  have  power  to  grant  the  per¬ 
mission;  and  if  within  the  bounds  of  a  whole  state  no  special  Synod  or  Ministerium 
shall  yet  have  existed,  and  six  ordained  ministers  residing  therein  shall  apply  for 
permission  to  create  within  themselves  a  special  Ministerium,  the  General  Synod 
shall  authorize  the  establishment  of  a  new  Synod  and  Ministerium  within  the  said 
state.  But  until  the  permission  or  authority  be  thus  formally  conceded,  no  Depu¬ 
ties  of  a  new  Synod  or  Ministetium  shali  be  acknowledged  to  have  a  seal  and  vote 
in  the  General  Synod. 
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Section  iv.  W  ith  regard  to  the  grades  in  the  Ministry,  the  General  Synod  mav 
ve  to  the  several  Mi  ms  tori  urns  well  considered  advice, -wherein  the  circumstances 
ot  time,  place  and  condition  must  he  duly  contemplated,  and  a  beneficial  uniformi- 
y,  and  actual  equality,  of  rank  among  the  several  ministers,  must,  as  much  as  pos¬ 
sible,  be  had  in  view.  ri  he  General  Synod  shall  also  advise  such  rules  and  regula- 

.,&rlnTg  re-SeVGrf  SyR0ds  and  Ministeriuins,  as  may  prevent  unpleasant  and 
unfriendly. collisions,  that  might  otherwise  arise  out  of  any  differences  of  erad<  s 
existing  among  them,  or  from  any  whatever  other  possible  causes. 

section  v.  The  General  Synod  shall  not.  be  looked  upon  as  a  Tribunal  of  Appeal  ■ 
may  however,  oe  employed  in  the  following  cases  and  after  the  following  manner: 
,  '  [fuf,  Synod  may  give  advice  or  opinion,  when  complaints  shall  be 

ought  before  them,  by  whole  Synods,  Ministeriurns,  Congregations,  or  individual 
AwefuiertCt  ?SrD,nS  aoctrine.°r  discipline.  They  shall  however  be  extremely 
hunmn  iuv  i  h  C0,nscieace,s  of  the  MlJnis,ters  of  the  Gospel  he  not  burdened  with 
f l  f  tl0r!S’ laws  or  devices,  and  that  no  one  be  oppressed  by  reason  of  dif¬ 

ferences  of  opinion  on  nonfundamental  doctrines. 

2.  If  Parties,  differing  in  matters  of  doctrine  and  discipline,  refer  the  cause  of 

audTxTt  lna5,r0therJy  mar<ner’t0  the  General  S>'ncd-  ^ey  shall  institute  a  closed 
a.  u  exact  scrutiny  and  examination  thereof,  and  give  their  opinion  on  the  subject 

o'  accoac  ing  to  their  best  insight  of  right,  equity,  brotherly  love  &  truth, 

d.  If  difference  between  Synods  be  referred,  the  votes  thereon  shall  be  taken  by 
ynods,  and  the  referring  Synods  shall  have  no  vote.  y 

section  vi.  The  General  Synod  may  devise  plans  for  seminaries  of  education  & 
mix-lot. r  i’,  institutions,  as  well  as  for  the  aid  of  poor  ministers,  and  the  widows  & 
effect"15  01  P°°r  minislers’  &  endeavour,  with  the  help  of  God,  to  carry  them  into 

section  vii.  The  General  Synod  may  also  institute  and  create  a  treasury  for 
the  eilcctual  advancement  of  its  purposes  J 

section  viji.  The  General  Synod  shall  apply  all  their  powers,  their  prayers  and 
icir  means,  toward  the  prevention  of  schisms  among  us,  to  be  sedulously  and 
incessantly  regardful  of  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  of  every  casual  rise  & 
regress  of  unity  of  sentiment  among  Christians  in  general,  in  order  that  the 
blessed  opportunities  to  promote  concord  and  unity,  ai  d  the  ii  terest  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer’s  kingdom,  may  not  pass  by  neglected  and  unavailing. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  General  synod  shall  choose,  from  among  their  own  number,  a  president  &  ‘ 
i  secretary  ;  and  from  among  their  own  number,  cr  elsewhere,  as  soon  as  it  may 
ie  necessary,  a  treasurer.  '1  hey  shall  continue  in  office  until  the  next  succeeding 
invention.  T  he  same  person  is  at  all  times  re-eligible  as  secretary  cr  treasurer ; 
mt  no  one  may  be  elected  president  more  than  two  conventions  in.  succession,  and 
he  same  person  cannot  thereafter  be  elected  for  the  two  sucessively  following 
onventions.  ° 

section,  i.  The  president  shall  act  as  chairman  of  the  Convention.  lie  may 
lake  motions,  give  his  opinion  and  vote  like  every  other  member.  With  the  con- 
ant  and  concurrence  of  the  minister  of  the  place  where  the  convention  is  held,  he 
hall  appoint  the  several  preachers  during  the  convention,  lie  shall  subscribe  all 

dters,  written  advices,  resolutions,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Synod-  In  extra- 

rdinary  cases,  &  by  request  of  any  one  of  the  acknowledged  Synods,  made  known 

i  him  in  the  form  of  a  Synodical  or  Ministerial  resolution,  he  may  call  together 
lecial  conventions  of  the  General  Synod.  In  case  the  business  of  the  secretary 
eoome  too  burdensome  for  one  person  toexecute.he  shall,  with  Ihe  concurrence 
?  the  Secretary,  appoint  an  assistant  Secretary,  and  make  known  to  him  what 
irtion  of  the  labours  he  ought  to  undertake. 

section  ii.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  journal  of  the  proceedings,  write,  attest, 
id  take  care  of  all  the  documents  and  writings,  m  ke  known  the  time  and  place 
the  convention,  by  the  medium  of  the  public  prints,  atleast  three  months  bcf.  me¬ 
nd,  End,  in  the  special  or  extraordinary  cases  mentioned  "in  the  foregoing  sec- 
>n,  he  shall  give  written  notice  thereof  to  each  of  the  special  Synods  cr  Minis- 
•lurns. 
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section  in.  If  the  President  or  Secretary,  in  the  intermediate  time  between  the 
conventions,  depart  this  life,  resign  his  office,  or  become  incapable  of  executing  the 
same,  the  next  in  office  shall  take  his  place  and  perform  his  duties  ;  if  it  be  the 
treasurer,  then  the  president  shall  appoint  another  treasurer  ad  interim  in  his  stead. 

section  iv.  The  treasurer  shall  keep  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  Synod.  He  shall  give  receipts  for  all  monies  put.  into  his  hands.  He  shall  not 
pay  any  money  out  of  his  hands  but  by  order  of  the  president,  attested  by  the  se¬ 
cretary,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Synod  to  that  effect.  At  every  con¬ 
vention  of  the  Synod  he  shall  render  account. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Thecourse  of  business  shall  be  conducted  as  follows  :  viz. 

1.  The  deputies  shall  give  personal  notice  of  their  arrival  to  the  minister  of  the 
place,  or  if  the  congregation  be  vacant  of  a  minister,  to  any  other  person  appointed 
by  the  congregation  for  the  purpose,  who  shall  make  known  to  them  their  place  of 
residence  and  the  place  where  the  sessions  shall  be  held. 

2.  At  nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  first  week-day  of  the  time  of  convoca¬ 
tion,  the  sessions  shall  begin  and  be  opened  with  prayer. 

3.  The  President  elected  by  the  former  convention  shall  act  as  chairman  till 
another  President  be  chosen.  In  case  of  his  absence,  the  persons  present  may,  on 
motion  made  and  seconded,  appoint  another  in  his  stead. 

4.  The  members  shall  give  in  to  the  chairman  their  attestations  or  certificates. 
For  all  the  deputies  from  any  one  particular  synod  one  certificate  signed  by  the 
president  and  attested  bv  the  secretary  of 'hat  synod,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient, 
and  all  the  members  of  the  same  synod  shall  sit  together. 

5.  If  a  majority  of  the  deputies,  of  a  majority  of  the  Synods  attached  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Synod,  be  present,  the  business  shall  goon.  If  this  proportion  be  lacking,  the 
members  present  may  from  time  to  time  postpone  the  sessions  of  the  convention. 

G.  The  president,  secretary  &  treasurer  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  on  the  first  day 
of  the  sessions,  and  so  soon  as  the  members  shall  have  given  in  their  certificates. 

7.  The  proceedings  of  the  former  convention  shall  be  read  by  the  secretary. 

8.  Hereupon  follow  the  several  portions  of  business  according  to  Article  3d,  sec¬ 
tion  for  section. 

9.  Now  other  mixed  motions  may  be  made,  concerning  the  subjects  already  dis¬ 
cussed,  or  any  other  matters  that  may  occur. 

10.  In  conclusion,  the  General  Synod  shall  appoint,  by  ballot,  the  time  and  place 
of  the  next  convention,  observing  at  all  times,  however,  that  one  convention  at 
least,  be  held  every  three  years. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

The  General,  Synod  may  make  whatever  by-laws  they  may  deem  necessary,  pro¬ 
vided  only,  that  the  said  by-laws  do  not  contradict  the  spirit  of  the  constitution. 


ARTICLE  VII. 


No  alterations  of  this  constitution  may  be  made  except  by  the  consent  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Synods  attached  to  this  convention;  notice  of  the  intended  altera¬ 
tion  having  been  given  to  the  said  Synods  at  least  two  years  previous  to  the  final 
adoption  thereof. 

Signed  October  24th,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1820. 


J.  vr.  Schmucker, 
Geo.  Loch  man, 


Ph.  F.  Mayer, 
F.C.  Schreifer,  J 


Of  New  York. 


Christian  En dress. 
F.W.Goissenhainer,  '  Of 
H.  A.  Muhlenberg  f  Pennsylvania 

Chr.  Kunkcl, 

Win.  Hensel. 

Peter  Stichter, 


Gotti.  Sc  ho  her,  1  Of  North 
Peter  Schmucker,  J  Carolina. 

Daniel  Kurtz,  "j 

])  .  h  ,  Schaffer.  >  of  Maryland. 

Geo.  Schryock.J 
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The  clerical  and  lay  representatives  from  the  several  District 
Synods  composing  this  body,  assembled  at  Frederick,  Md.,  on  Sa¬ 
turday,  Oct.  29,  1831.  In  the  evening,  religious  exercises  were 
performed  in  the  Evan.  Lutli.  Church,  in  which  several  of  the  cler¬ 
ical  brethren  present,  participated. 

On  Sunday  morning,  Rev.  J.  G.  Morris,  from  Baltimore,  deli¬ 
vered  a  discourse  in  the  Evan.  Luth.  Church,  from  Amos,  vi.  1. 
After  which,  the  Synod  united  with  the  congregation  in  the  cele* 
bration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  In  the  afternoon,  Rev.  Doct.  Haze- 
Lius,  from  the  Seminary  at  Gettysburgh,  preached  in  the  German 
language,  from  Rom.  viii.  16,  17.  And  in  the  evening,  another 
discourse  was  delivered,  by  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Lintner,  of  Schoha¬ 
rie,  N.  Y.,  from  1  John,  v.110.  Divine  service  was  also  perform¬ 
ed  in  the  morning,  in  tire  Presbyterian  Church,  by  Rev.  J.  N. 
Hoffman,  of  Taneytown,  Md.,  who  addressed  the  congregation 
from  John  v.  25.  And  in  the  afternoon,  Rev.  A.  Lochman,  from 
Harrisburgh,  Pa.,  delivered  a  discourse  at  the  same  place,  from  1 
Thess.  v.  25. 


Evan.  Luth.  Church,  Frederick,  Oct.  31,  1831. 

Monday,  9  o'clock  A.  M. 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Doct.  Kurtz,  of 
Baltimore. 

From  the  minutes  of  the  District  Synods,  and  other  credentials, 
it  appeared  that  the  following  persons  were  entitled  to  seats  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  General  Synod,  viz  : 


4 


From  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina- 

Rev.  W.  Artz,  Rev.  H.  Graeber,  Alternate. 

Mr.  T-  I.  Myers, 

Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  L.  Medtart,  Esq. 

“  A.  Reck,  H.  Nixendorf,  Esq. 

“  J.  N.  Hoffman, 

Synod  of  West  Pennsylvania. 

Rev.  Doct.  Schmucker,  P.  Berlin,  Esq. 

w  “  Hazelius,  Rev.  Prof.  S.  S.  Schmucker,  >  Alter- 

“  I.  Ruthrauf,  “  F.  Heyer,  )  nates. 

Hartwick  Synod  of  New- York. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Lintner,  W.  C.  Bouck,  Esq. 

The  Synod  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  and  on  can¬ 
vassing  the  votes,  it  appeared  that  the  following  brethren  were  duly 
elected,  viz  : 

Rev.  D.  F.  SCHAEFFER,  President. 

“  G.  A.  LINTNER,  Secretary. 

C.  A.  BARNITZ,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 

Rev.  Doct.  Kurtz,  Rev.  J.  G.  Morris  and  Rev.  J.  Reck,  of 
the  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  Rev.  A.  Lochman,  of 
the  Synod  of  East  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and  were  admitted  as 
advisory  members. 

The  President  informed  the  Synod,  that  pursuant  to  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  officers  of  several  District  Synods,  and  other  brethren, 
the  place  of  meeting  of  this  Body  was  changed  from  Winchester, 
Va.,  to  Frederick,  Md.,  which  was  approved  by  the  Synod. 

The  minutes  of  the  several  District  Synods  were  then  presented 
by  the  President,  and  referred  to  the  following  committees,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon,  viz  : 

Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  New-? York — Rev.  Prof.  Schmucker  and 
L.  Medtart,  Esq.  Synod  of  East  Pennsylvania — Rev.  A.  Lochman 
and  G.  A.  Lintner.  Synod  of  West  Pennsylvania — Rev.  A.  Reck 
and  H.  Nixendorf,  Esq.  Synod  of  North  Carolina — Rev.  J.  Reck 
and  L.  Medtart,  Esq.  Synod  of  Ohio — Rev.  Docts.  Kurtz  and  Ha¬ 
zelius.  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia — Rev.  J.  N-  Iloffman  and 
Rev.  J.  G.  Morris.  Synod  of  South  Carolina — Rev.  F.  Heyer  and 
J.  N-  Hoffman.  Hartwick  Synod  in  New-York — -Rev.  J.  Reck 
and  H-  Nixendorf,  E^q. 
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A  letter  from  Rev.  Mr.  Boetcher,  of  Prussia,  was  presented 
by  Rev.  Doct.  Kurtz,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  Rev.  Docis. 
Kurtz  and  Hazelius. 

The  Synod  then  adjourned,  to  meet  again  at  2  o’clock  P.  M. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Reck. 

At  11  o’clock,  Rev.  F.  Heyer  delivered  a  discourse  in  the 
church,  from  John  xiv.  2. 

Monday,  2  o’clock  P.  M- 

The  Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J. 
Reck. 

Rev.  J.  N.  Hoffman,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  proceedings  of  the  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  reported, 
that  in  the  minutes  of  1830,  they  found  nothing  relative  to  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Synod,  excepting  the  election  of  two  clerical  and  two  lay  re¬ 
presentatives  to  this  Synod.  From  the  minutes  of  1831,  they  per¬ 
ceived  that  an  additional  delegate  to  the  General  Synod  was  cho¬ 
sen  by  this  body,  and  that  two  alternate  lay  delegates  were  also  ap¬ 
pointed.  At  this  meeting  of  the  Synod,  it  was  also  recommended 
to  the  General  Synod,  to  undertake  the  publication  of  an  abridged 
translation  of  u  Arndts  Wahres  ChristenthumP  The  committee 
further  stated  in  their  report,  that  the  churches  in  connexion  with 
this  Body,  were  increasing  in  numbers  and  vital  godliness — that  the 
Sabbath  schools,  prayer  meetings  and  district  conferences  were  at¬ 
tended  with  the  most  signal  blessings  to  many  souls — and  that  the 
prospects  of  the  church  in  general,  within  the  bounds  of  the  Synod, 
were  very  encouraging.  At  the  ministerial  meeting,  two  licensed 
candidates  were  ordained,  and  one  student  of  Divinity  was  licen¬ 
sed.  The  greatest  harmony  and  love  prevailed  during  the  meet¬ 
ing,  and  the  brethren  separated  with  the  joyful  assurance  that  the 
Great  Head  of  the  Church  had  blessed  their  labors. 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

Rev.  Mr.  Wachter,  from  the  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
appeared,  and  was  admitted  as  an  advisory  member. 

Rev.  Prof.  Schmucker,  from  the  committee  to  superintend  the 
printing,  sale,  &c.  of  the  Hymn  Rook  published  by  the  General  Sy¬ 
nod,  reported,  that  four  editions  of  the  work,  one  of  2,000,  and  the 
others  averaging  1,000  copies  each,  were  already  sold  ;  that  the 
fifth  edition  had  just  left  the  press  ;  but  £8  orders  were  already  re^ 
cejved  for  the  whole  edition,  a  sixth  edition  of  1,500  copies  would 
be  issued  this  fall.  The  report  further  stated,  that  the  debt  incur!* 
red  for  the  stereotype  plates,  together  with  the  interest  for  several 
years,  was  discharged  ;  that  the  amount  due  for  the  Hymn  Book, 
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was  $521  •  97  ;  and  that  there  were  in  the  hands  of  the  committee, 
$250,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Synod. 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Morris,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  Hymn  Book  committee  be  directed  to  confer 
with  a  printer  in  Baltimore,  and  contract  with  him  for  publishing 
an  edition  of  1,500  copies  of  our  Hymn  Book ,  in  large  type ,  on  the 
best  possible  terms. 

Rev.  Doct.  Hazeljus,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer¬ 
red  the  letter  from  Rev.  Mr.  Boetcher,  reported,  that  they  had 
examined  said  letter,  and  found  that  it  contained  a  request  to  re¬ 
ceive  information  from  this  Body,  which  was  most  proper  to  be  com¬ 
municated  by  the  President. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Rev.  President  be  requested  to  answer 
Rev.  Mr.  Boetciier’s  letter,  and  that  he  communicate  to  him  such 
information  as  he  may  deem  proper,  in  relation  to  the  subjects  em¬ 
braced  in  his  letter. 

Rev.  Doct.  Hazelius,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  proceedings  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio,  reported,  that  this  Synod,  at 
its  last  annual  meeting,  was  divided  into  two  District  Synods,  which 
are  to  meet  for  two  successive  years  within  their  respective  districts. 
Every  third  year,  a  General  Synod  is  to  be  held,  where  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  both  districts  are  to  convene,  and  ordinations  to  be  per¬ 
formed.  The  District  Synods  are  to  have  separate  treasuries  ;  but 
to  pay  one  half  of  their  funds  to  the  General  Synod.  The  District 
Synods  shall  have  power  to  license  candidates  and  catechets.  A 
board  of  directors  was  also  appointed  by  the  Synod,  to  make  ar¬ 
rangements  for  a  Theological  Seminary — such  as  determining  its  lo¬ 
cation — forming  a  constitution  for  its  government,  and  collecting 
funds  for  its  support.  The  parochial  reports,  which  are  very  im¬ 
perfect,  include  128  congregrations,  2,172  baptisms,  720  confirma¬ 
tions,  and  8,388  communicants. 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

Rev.  Mr.  Heyer,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
proceedings  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina,  reported,  that  from  the 
minutes  of  1830,  it  appears  that  the  Synod  consists  of  twelve  minis¬ 
ters,  and  that  twenty-six  congregations  were  represented  at  the  last 
meeting.  The  parochial  reports  are  as  follows  :  Baptisms,  376  ; 
confirmations,  145;  communicants,  1,452  ;  Sunday  schools,  12  ; 
scholars,  427  ;  teachers,  48.  The  committee  stated,  also,  in  their 
report,  that  this  Synod  has  recently  established  a  Theological  Se- 
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iminary,  and  that  there  are  several  benevolent  societies  and  religious 
associations  in  connexion  with  the  congregations  within  its  bounds, 
which  manifest  great  zeal  and  activity  in  the  cause.  At  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Synod,  measures  were  adopted  for  supplying  a  num¬ 
ber  of  vacant  congregations  with  the  means  of  grace  ;  four  candi¬ 
dates  were  ordained,  and  provision  was  made  for  educating  indigent 
young  men,  who  are  desirous  of  devoting  themselves  to  the  work  of 
the  ministry. 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

The  Synod  then  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow,  at  9  o’clock  A. 
M-  Prayer  by  Rev.  A.  Reck. 


Tuesday,  November  1,  9  o’clock  A.  M- 

Synod  met  according  to  adjournment.  Prayer  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent. 

Rev.  L.  Eichelberger,  from  the  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Vir¬ 
ginia,  appeared,  and  was  received  as  an  advisory  member. 

Rev.  Prof.  Schmucker,  offered  the  following  preamble  and  re¬ 
solutions  : 

Whereas,  this  Body  has  been  solicited  by  several  of  the  Synods 
connected  with  it,  to  encourage  the  publication  of  such  works  as  are 
calculated  to  meet  the  practical  wants  of  our  church  members,  to 
correct  the  erroneous  views  of  our  doctrines  and  discipline,  prevail¬ 
ing  in  some  sections  of  our  country,  and  to  disseminate,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  pure  and  salutary  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  Church  \ 
therefore 

Resolved ,  That  this  Synod  will  cheerfully  encourage,  by  its  sanc¬ 
tion,  the  publication  of  the  following  works  : 

1.  The  Lutheran  Manual,  to  contain  the  doctrinal  articles  of 
the  Augsburgh  Confession,  with  brief  notes  ;  the  entire  system  of 
church  government,  as  published  by  the  General  Synod  ;  aud  a 
very  brief  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  from  its 
origin  to  the  present  time. 

2.  A  similar  work,  in  the  German  language. 

3.  The  Lutheran  Preacher,  to  contain  a  series  of  sermons  on 
the  prominent  articles  of  practical  Theology. 

4.  A  translation  of  Arndt’s  True  Christianity,  as  abridged 
by  Vettersen. 

5.  The  Lutheran  Panoflist,  or  Controversial  Tracts. 
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C.  A  Liturgy,  iu  the  Euglish  language,  having  reference  to  the 
works  of  this  kind  now  used  in  different  parts  of  our  Church. 

Resolved ,  That  the  General  Synod  elect,  by  ballot,  fifteen  divines 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to  prepare  these  works,  and  to  be  called 
the  Editing  Committee. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  clergymen  be  appointed,  to 
be  called  the  Book  Committee ,  to  delineate  more  minutely  the  plan 
of  these  works,  and  distribute  the  editorial  labor  among  the  breth¬ 
ren  elected  by  this  Body,  as  much  reference  as  possible  being  had 
to  the  predilection  of  the  individuals  themselves. 

Resolved ,  That  whenever  any  brother  has  completed  the  work 
which  he  has  undertaken,  he  shall  transmit  it  to  the  Book  Commit¬ 
tee,  who  shall  carefully  examine  it.  If  a  majority  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  shall  judge  the  work  to  be  well  executed,  they  shall  furnish  the 
author  with  a  certificate,  authorising  him  to  publish  it  under  the 
sanction  of  the  General  Synod. 

Resolved ,  That  in  those  cases  in  which  the  authorship  of  a  work 
is  divided  between  several  brethre  n,  those  brethren  shall  confer  to¬ 
gether,  and  make  arrangements  for  its  publication,  excepting  the 
Lutheran  Preacher ,  which  shall  be  published  by  the  Book  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  the  Liturgy ,  which  is  to  be  added  to  the  Hymn  Book  to  be 
published  by  the  Synod. 

The  above  preamble  and  resolutions  having  been  separately  con¬ 
sidered,  and  amended,  were  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  L.  Medtart,  Eso^,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  retail  price  of  the  Hymn  Book,  in  large  type, 
with  the  addition  of  the  Liturgy  to  be  published  by  the  Synod,  be 
fixed  at  $1  *25. 

Rev.  J.  Reck,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  mi¬ 
nutes  of  the  Hartwick  Synod  of  New-York,  reported,  that  this  Sy¬ 
nod  held  its  first  meeting  at  Johnstown,  N.  Y.,  on  the  last  Saturday 
in  September  1S31,  at  which  eleven  ministers  and  ten  lay  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  congregations,  were  present.  A  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted  at  this  meeting,  to  enter  into  connexion  with 
the  General  Synod,  and  delegates  were  appointed  to  represent  said 
Synod  at  the  present  meeting  of  this  Body.  Pursuant  to  a  recom¬ 
mendation  in  the  constitution,  the  Synod  was  divided  into  two  spe¬ 
cial  conferences,  which  are  called  the  Eastern  and  Western  Con¬ 
ferences.  These  conferences  are  to  be  held  as  often  as  may  be  de¬ 
sirable,  within  their  respective  bounds,  and  “  the  chief  business  to 
be  performed  at  them ,  is  to  awaken  and  convert  sinners ,  and  to  edify 
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believers ,  by  close  and  practical  preaching  of  the  Gospel”  A  reso¬ 
lution  was  adopted  by  the  brethren,  earnestly  recommending  the 
Temperance  cause  to  the  people  whom  they  represented.  A  stand¬ 
ing  committee  was  also  appointed,  which  is  called  “  The  Committee 
on  the  Hartwick  Seminary ,”  to  confer  with  the  Principal  and  Trus¬ 
tees  of  the  Hartwick  Seminary,  on  all  subjects  connected  with  the 
interests  and  prosperity  of  said  Seminary,  and  annually  report  their 
proceedings  to  the  Synod.  Another  committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  and  report  at  the  next  meeting,  on  the  expediency  of  pub¬ 
lishing  a  Religious  Periodical,  under  the  direction  of  the  Synod 
Two  students  of  Divinity,  from  Hartwick  Seminary,  were  licensed, 
and  two  licensed  candidates  ordained.  This  Synod  embraces  in  its 
connexion,  thirteen  ministers,  and  about  thirty-six  congregations. 
The  parochial  reports  are  as  follows  :  Baptisms,  609  ;  confirmations, 
173  ;  communicants,  2,087 ;  Sunday  schools,  7  ;  Missionary  socie¬ 
ties,  5. 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  officers  of  the  German 
Reformed  Synod  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  delegates  to  this  Body  which  did  not  appear. 

A  letter  wras  received  from  Rev.  J.  H.  Osterloii,  in  relation  to 
the  publication  of  a  selection  of  German  Hymns,  at  his  own  ex¬ 
pense,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Synod  ;  which  having  been  read, 
was  referred  to  Rev.  Doct.  Kurtz,  Rev.  F.  Heyer  and  H.  Nixen- 
dorf,  Esq.,  as  a  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Lintner,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  proceedings  of  the  Synod  of  East  Pennsylvania,  reported,  that 
the  last  meeting  of  this  body  was  held  at  Harrisburgh,  Pa.,  on  the 
last  Monday  in  May  1831.  Thirty  ordained  ministers  and  two  can¬ 
didates  were  present  at  this  meeting.  The  w  hole  number  of  min¬ 
isters  in  connexion  with  this  Synod,  is  fifty-three.  Of  these,  only 
thirty-four  presented  their  parochial  reports  ;  from  which  it  appears, 
that  they  have  under  their  care  145  congregations;  performed  3,894 
baptisms,  1,847  confirmations,  and  admitted  18,361  to  the  celebra¬ 
tions  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  At  the  ministerial  session,  two  candi¬ 
dates  were  ordained,  and  three  students  of  Theology  licensed. 
There  are  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod,  a  number  of  Sunday 
schools,  and  other  religious  and  benevolent  institutions,  which  are 
manifestly  attended  with  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  in  promot¬ 
ing  the  salvation  of  souls,  and  advancing  the  interests  of  our  Evan¬ 
gelical  Zion. 
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Resolved ,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

On  motion  of  L.  Medtart,  Esq.  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  er- 
pediency  of  purchasing  and  establishing  a  printing  press  for  the  use- 
of  this  Body. 

L.  Medtart,  Esq.,  Rev.  Prof.  Schmucker,  Rev.  Messrs.  Hoft'mao 
and  Morris,  and  P.  Berlin,  Esq.,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Rev.  J.  Reck,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  exatnine  the  mi¬ 
nutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina,  reported,  that  the  last  meet¬ 
ing  of  this  Synod  was  held  at  Organ  Church,  Rowan  county,  on 
the  first  Sunday  in  May  1831.  The  meeting  was  attended  by  six 
ordained  ministers,  five  licentiates,  and  two  catechets.  Four  licen¬ 
tiates  were  ordained  as  ministers  of  th’e  gospel.  The  death  of  the 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Storch  is  noticed  in  the  proceedings.  The  number 
of  congregations  reported  at  this  meeting,  is  33  ;  baptisms,  506  ; 
confirmations,  226  ;  communicants,  1,732;  Sunday  schools,  14. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  “  Evan.  Luth.  Missionary  Society  in 
North  Carolina, ”  was  held  during  the  session  of  the  Synod,  and 
measures  were  adopted  to  supply  a  number  of  destitute  places  with 
missionaries.  The  committee  expressed  great  gratification  in  com¬ 
municating  the  success  which  has  attended  the  faithful  and  perse¬ 
vering  efibrts  of  this  Society,  to  promote  the  missionary  interests  of 
our  church  in  North  Carolina. 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

The  Synod  adjourned,  to  meet  again  at  2 h  o’clock  P.  M.  Pray¬ 
er  by  Rev.  Mr.  Wachter. 

Tuesday,  2|  o’clock  P.  M. 

Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  N. 
Hoffman. 

Rev.  A.  Reck,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
proceedings  of  the  Synod  of  West  Pennsylvania,  reported,  that  this 
Synod  convened  at  Indiana,  on  the  15th  of  October  last.  The 
meeting  was  attended  by  thirty  ministers  and  one  candidate,  who 
reported  112  congregations  under  their  care,  and  34  congregations 
which  were  left  vacant.  Baptisms,  1,699  ;  confirmations,  733; 
communicants,  6,902  ;  Sunday  schools,  47  ;  and  new  churches  es¬ 
tablished  during  the  last  year,  7.  This  Synod  is  also  divided  into 
special  conferences,  which  meet  at  different  places,  for  the  objects 
specified  in  the  constitution  of  the  District  Synods.  Within  its 
bounds  are  a  number  of  missionary  societies,  Sunday  schools,  pray¬ 
er  meetings,  and  other  religious  and  benevolent  associations,  which 
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have  been  attended  with  many  blessings  to  that  portion  of  our 
church. 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

Rev.  Doct.  Kurtz,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  communication  of  Rev.  Mr.  Osterloh,  reported,  that  they  had 
examined  said  communication,  and  that  they  would  recommend  that 
Rev.  Mr.  Osterloii’s  proposition  to  publish  a  collection  of  Ger¬ 
man  Hymns,  be  referred  to  the  “  Book  Committee,”  and  that  he 
be  directed  to  confer  with  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Idev.  Mr.  Heyer,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  this  Body  attend  the  meeting  of  the  11  Sunday 
School  Union  of  the  Lutheran  Church ,”  in  this  place,  to-morrow 
morning  at  9  o’clock. 

The  Third  Biennial  Report  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  United  States,  was 
then  presented,  and  read  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Morris.  [See  Appendix.] 

On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  accepted,  and  published  with  the 
printed  miuutes. 

Rev.  Prof.  Schmucker  presented  a  communication  from  Rev. 
G.  Siiober,  President  of  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina,  which  hav¬ 
ing  been  read,  was  referred  to  Rev.  Prof.  Schmucker  and  Rev. 
Docts.  Kurtz  and  Hazelius. 

L.  Medtart,  Esq.,  from  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  purchasing  and  establishing  a  printing  press  for  the  use 
of  the  General  Synod,  reported,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit¬ 
tee,  it  was  at  this  time  inexpedient. 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Prof.  Schmucker,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  one  half  of  the  profits  of  those  works  to  be  pub¬ 
lished  with  the  sanction  of  the  General  Synod,  after  having  been 
approved  by  the  11  Book  Committee,”  shall  be  paid  into  the  trea¬ 
sury  of  the  General  Synod,  to  constitute  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  su¬ 
perannuated  ministers  belonging  to  the  Synods  in  connexion  with 
this  Body,  and  their  widows  and  orphans. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draft  a  con¬ 
stitution  for  the  enlargement,  management  and  appropriation  of  the 
fund  for  the  relief  of  superannuated  ministers,  their  widows  and  or¬ 
phans,  and  that  said  committee  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  this 
Body. 


12 


Avcv.  JJOCI.  Kurtz  and  Messrs.  Medtart  and  Berlin  were  appoun- 
ed  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  the  Secretary, 

The  Synod  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  Editing  Com¬ 
mittee. 

On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  persons 
were  duly  chosen  to  constitute  said  committee,  viz  : 

Rev.  Docts.  Kurtz,  Schmucker  and  Hazelius  ;  Rev.  Professors 
Schmucker,  Miller  and  Schmid  ;  Rev.  Messrs.  G.  Shober,  J.  Bach¬ 
man,  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  G.  A.  Lintner,  J.  N.  Hoffman, 
J.  G.  Morris,  C.  Hinckel,  and  J.  C.  Baker. 

On  motion  of  L.  Medtart,  Esq., 

The  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  Book  Committee. 

On  canvassing  the  votes,  it  appeared  that  the  following  persons 
were  chosen,  viz  : 

Rev.  Prof.  Schmucker,  Rev.  Messrs.  D.  F.  Schaeffer  and  J.  G. 
Morris,  Rev.  Docts.  Schmucker  and  Hazelius. 

Synod  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock  A.  M- .  Prayer 
by  Rev.  F.  Heyer.  • 

This  evening,  divine  service  was  performed  in  the  church  by 
Rev.  L.  Eichelberger.  Text,  1  Cor.  iv.  2. 

Wednesday,  November  2,  9  o’clock  A.  M 

The  Synod,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  adopted  yesterday,  at¬ 
tended  the  Sunday  School  Union.' 

The  Synod  having  resumed  its  business,  Rev.  Prof.  Schmuck¬ 
er,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  proceedings  of 
the  Synod  of  New-York,  reported,  that  the  minutes  of  the  last  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  this  Synod  were  not  yet  published  ;  but  that  from 
the  proceedings  of  1830,  which  were  examined  by  the  committee, 
it  appeared  that  twenty-eight  ministers  and  three  candidates  were 
in  regular  connexion  with  this  Synod.*  The  death  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Hendricks  is  noticed  in  the  proceedings.  Parochial  reports  were 
received  from  29  congregations.  Baptisms,  796  ;  confirmations, 
279  ;  communicants,  1,908  ;  Sunday  schools,  IS  ;  teachers,  44  ; 
scholars,  440,  Since  the  publication  of  the  minutes,  it  has  pleased 
God  to  call  the  President  of  this  Synod,  Rev.  Doct.  F.  C-  Schaf.f- 


Jncluding  the  members  of  Hartwick  Synod,  which  have  since  repnrated. 
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fer,  from  time  into  eternity  ;  and  the  ministers  and  churches  in 
New-York,  are  now  nearly  equally  divided  into  two  separate  Sy¬ 
nods. 

Resolved ,  ThaHhe  report  be  accepted- 

On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  Hymn  Book  Committee  be  directed  to  have 
the  English  Lutheran  Catechism ,  published  by  the  General  Synod, 
stereotyped. 

Resolved ,  That  said  committee  be  authorised  to  contract  with 
some  suitable  bookseller  in  Baltimore,  to  have  it  printed,  and  put  in 
circulation  as  extensively  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  require  a  just  premium  per  copy, 
fixing  the  price  both  wholesale  and  retail,  and  adopting  such  ar¬ 
rangements  as  are  best  calculated  to  accommodate  the  church. 

On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  delegates  from  the  different  Synods  to  this 
Body,  be  allowed  their  aGtual  expenses  for  travelling  to  and  from 
this  Synod,  not  exceeding  five  dollars  for  every  hundred  miles. 

The  committee  on  the  letter  of  Rev.  G.  S.HOBER,  reported,  that 
he  was  desirous  of  obtaining  the  views  of  the  brethren,  on  several 
subjects  mentioned  in  his  communication  ;  whereupon,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  Rev.  Doct.  Ivurtz  be  requested  to  answer  the 
letter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Shober,  and  express  to  him  the  views  of  the 
brethren  on  the  subjects  of  his  communication. 

•A  communication  was  received  from  Boct.  Gilbert,  of  North¬ 
umberland,  Pa.,  containing  some  suggestions  in  relation  to  raising  a 
fund  for  the  support  of  an  Agent  to  promote  the  objects  of  several 
benevolent  institutions  of  our  church  in  the  United  States  ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Synod  adjourned,  to  meet  at  2  o’clock  P.  M.  Prayer  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Morris. 

Wednesday,  2  o'clock  P.  M. 

Synod  met  according  to  adjournment.  In  the  absence  of  the 
President,  Rev.  Doct.  Kurtz  was  called  to  the  chair.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Prof.  Schmucker. 

The  letter  from  Doct.  Gilbert  was  taken  up,  and  having  been 
maturely  considered,  it  was,  on  motion  of  the  Secretary, 

Resolved ,  That  the  communication  be  gratefully  received,  and 
that  the  Synod  will  use  every  exertion  in  their  power,  to  comply 
with  his  liberal  propositions 

The  President  appeared,  and  resumed  the  chair. 


14 


The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  then  offered  by 
Rev.  Prof.  Schmucker  : 

Whereas,  it  appears  from  the  report  submitted  to  this  Body  from 
the  Directors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Gettysburgh,  that  said 
institution  is  in  absolute  need  of  about  $6,000,  to  pay  for  the  semi¬ 
nary  edifice  which  is  now  erecting  and  will  be  finished  by  August 
next :  And  whereas,  it  appears  that  the  Board  are  desirous  of  ob¬ 
taining  some  Minister  of  experience  and  influence  in  the  church,  to 
undertake  an  agency  of  six  or  twelve  months,  for  the  object  above 
stated  ;  therefore 

Resolved ,  That  this  Synod  would  be  highly  gratified,  if  some  bro¬ 
ther  in  our  connexion  would  undertake  said  agency. 

Resolved ,  That  as  the  Synod  .is  at  present  unable  to  furnish  such 
an  agent,  therefore,  with  a  view  to  aid  in  accomplishing  the  same 
purpose,  a  subscription  be  immediately  commenced,  each  subscri¬ 
ber  promising  to  pay  $5  annually,  for  five  years. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Doct.  Hazelius,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  subscriptions  contemplated  by  the  foregoing 
resolutions,  be  inserted  in  the  Lutheran  Observer  and  Evangelical 
Magazine.  %  ' 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Doct.  Hazelius,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  be  authorised  to  purchase  a  trunk 
of  suitable  dimensions,  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  archives  and  the 
books  and  papers  of  the  Synod,  which  are  necessary  to  be  preserved. 

On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  “  Lutheran  Observer ,”  an  English  periodical, 
published  semi-monthly  at  Baltimore,  and  u  The  Evangelical  Ma¬ 
gazine a  German  work  published  monthly  at  Gettysburgh,  be  re¬ 
commended  by  this  Body,  to  the  patronage  of  the  friends  of  our 
church  in  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hoffman,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  President  and  Secretary  prepare  a  Pas¬ 
toral  Letter  from  this  Body  to  the  churches  in  its  connexion,  to 
be  annexed  to  the  printed  minutes. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  A.  Reck,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  500  copies  of  the  Minutes  be  published  in  the 
English,  and  300  copies  in  the  German  language. 

The  Synod  then  proceeded  to  fix  the  time  and  place  of  its  next 
annual  meeting,  and  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  next  biennial  meeting  of  this  Body,  be  held 
at  Baltimore  on  the  last  Sunday  in  October  1833. 
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Synod  adjourned  to  attend  divine  service,  and  after  service,  to 
meet  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  at  the  residence  of  Rev.  Pre¬ 
sident.  Prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hoffman. 

A  discourse  was  delivered  at  six  o’clock  this  evening,  in  the 
church,  by  Ptev.  J.  Reck.  Text,  Luke  vi.  19. 

Wednesday,  8  o’clock  P.  M- 

Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  the  house  of  Rev.  Pre¬ 
sident.  Prayer  by  Rev.  Doct.  Hazelius. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  committee  to  circulate 
the  subscription  of  $5  annually  for  five  years,  in  aid  of  the  funds 
of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Gettysburgh,  viz  : 

Lewis  Medtart  of  Frederick,  Md.  ;  Abraham  Lichten waiter,  Ta- 
neytown  ;  Issac  Baugher,  Emmitsburgh  ;  Samuel  Horboch,  Mid¬ 
dletown  ;  Doct.  Boerstler,  Funkstown  ;  Geo.  Sbryock,  Hagerstown  ; 
Launcelot  Bell,  Williamsport ;  Clias.  Smith,  Waynesburgh  ;  Chris¬ 
topher  Flory,  Smithtown  ;  David  Martin  and  George  Hager,  Balti¬ 
more  ;  E.  Easter,  Cumberland  ;  J.  Black,  Martinsburgh  ;  David 
Entler,  Shepherdstown  ;  Abra.  Miller,  Winchester  ;  Samuel  H. 
Buchler,  Gettysburgh  ;  Philip  Smyser,  York  ;  P.  Berlin,  Cham- 
bersburgh  ;  John  Triter,  Franklin  ;  Doct.  Mitzger,  Hanover  ;  M- 
Hoover,  Mechanicsburgh  ;  J.  Sener,  Carlisle  ;  Philip  Ziegler,  New- 
ville  ;  J.  Wolf,  Shippensburgh  ;  Michael  Keller,  Harrisburgh  ; 
Doct.  Dobler,  Elizabethtown  ;  Geo.  L.  Mayer,  Lancaster  ;  Charles 
Dull,  Philadelphia  ;  Michael  Halt,  Orange  county,  N.  C.  ;  Gen. 
Barringer,  Cabarrus  county,^.  C. 

The  President,  Rev.  Prof.  Schmucker  and  Rev.  Doct.  Ha¬ 
zelius,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  procure  a  suitable  person 
as  General  Agent,  to  be  recommended  by  them  to  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Gettysburgh, 
for  the  objects  stated  in  the  report  submitted  by  them  to  this  Body. 

The  Synod  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  time  and  place  of  its 
next  biennial  convention.  The  concluding  prayer  was  offered  up 
by  the  Rev.  President,  and  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  the  breth¬ 
ren  separated,  mutually  rejoicing,  and  blessing  God  for  the  mani¬ 
fold  tokens  of  his  blessing,  which  He  had  so  graciously  vouchsafed 
them  during  this  interesting  meeting. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Sixth  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
the  United  States- 

G.  A.  L1NTNER,  Secretary . 
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THIRD  BIENNIAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  to  the 

General  Synod- 


In  presenting  their  third  stated  report  to  the  General  Synod,  the 
Board  would  express  their  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  for  his  con¬ 
tinued  protection  of  the  institution  over  which  they  preside.  The 
hand  of  an  overruling  and  merciful  Providence  is  distinctly  recog¬ 
nized  in  the  prosperity  which  has  crowned  their  efforts,  and  they 
desire  ever  to  submit  themselves  to  his  gracious  direction. 

Since  the  last  report,  presented  to  the  General  Synod  of  1829, 
held  at  Hagerstown,  the  Directors  have  attended  all  the  examina¬ 
tions  and  public  exercises  of  the  students,  and  are  glad  to  testify  to 
their  industry  and  improvement,  and  to  the  unremitted  exertions 
and  high  qualifications  of  the  Professors. 

During  the  last  two  years,  the  following  gentlemen  have  left  the 
Seminary,  most  of  whom  are  now  actively  engaged  in  the  field  of 
service,  viz  :  Messrs.  Anspach,  Yeager,  Weyl  and  Finckel. 

In  their  last  report,  the  Board  stated  that  twenty-six  students 
were  connected  with  the  institution  ;  they  now  have  the  pleasure 
to  report,  that  there  are  at  present  fifty  young  men  in  the  various 
stages  of  preparation  for  the  ministry  ;  the  number  having  been 
doubled  in  the  last  two  years. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod,  several  events  of  great  in¬ 
terest  and  importance  have  occurred,  which  will  contribute  much 
to  perpetuate  the  prosperity  of  the  institution.  At  the  meeting  of 
the  Board,  held  May  17th,  1S30,  the  Rev.  Ernst  L.  Hazelius, 
D.  D.,  of  Hartwick,  N.  Y.,  was  unanimously  elected  Professor  of 
Biblical  and  Oriental  Literature,  and  the  German  language.  Doct. 
Hazelius  accepted  the  appointment,  and  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Board,  on  Sept.  29th  of  the  same  year,  he  was  solemnly  inau¬ 
gurated  into  office,  in  the  presence  of  the  Board  and  a  large  assent 
blv  of  attentive  spectators.  Rev.  Doct.  Kurtz  delivered  the  charge 
to  the  Professor  elect,  who,  after  having  read  and  signed  the  deela- 
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ration,  as  required  by  the  constitution,  delivered  an  interesting  ad' 
dress  on  the  history  of  our  church  in  this  country. 

The  other  event  of  interest  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod, 
was  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  seminary  edifice,  which 
took  place  on  May  26th  of  the  present  year.  A  large  concourse  of 
people  assembled  to  witness  the  ceremony.  The  exercises  were 
conducted  by  Dr.  Schmucker,  Rev.  Messrs.  Uhlhorn,  A.  Reck,  D. 
F.  Schaeffer,  Krauth,  Heyer  and  Heim.  The  edifice  is  now  un¬ 
der  roof,  and  will  be  finished,  it  is  expected,  by  next  August. 

The  state  of  the  Gymnasium,  in  which  a  number  of  the  Theolo¬ 
gical  students  are  now  pursuing  the  studies  of  the  classics  and  sci¬ 
ences,  is  very  flourishing.  We  have,  however,  to  deplore  the  loss 
of  one  of  the  instructors,  the  Rev.  David  Jacobs,  who  departed 
this  life  at  Sheperdstowm,  Va.,  on  Nov.  4th,  1830.  He  was  a  young 
gentleman  of  rare  endowments  and  exalted  religious  worth.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Eager  has  been  appointed  his  successor. 

The  support  of  a  second  Professor,  and  the  erection  of  the  build¬ 
ing,  have  created  a  necessity  of  exerting  ourselves  to  increase  our 
funds.  Measures  have  been  in  active  progress,  but  we  have  not 
altogether  succeeded  in  raising  the  requisite  sum.  We  hope  that 
the  increasing  liberality  of  our  people,  will  enable  us  shortly  to 
overcome  our  embarrassment,  and  establish  our  institution  on  a  per¬ 
manent  foundation. 

The  Board  would  continue  to  look  up  to  God  for  guidance,  and 
commend  the  institution  to  the  prayers  and  liberality  of  his  people, 
and  to  the  divine  blessing.  Frederick,  Nov.  1,  1831. 

J.  G.  SCHMUCKER,  PresU. 

J.  G.  Morris,  Sec’y.  . 

3 


T*  A STO  li  A  L  A  D  ftll  ESS 

Of  l lie  General  Synod 


The  General  Synod  of  the  11  van.  Luth.  Church  in  the  United 
States,  to  the  People  under  their  care  : 

“  Grace  be  to  you,  and  peace  from  God  the  Father,  and  from  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  gave  himself  for  our  sins,  that  lie  might  de¬ 
liver  us  from  this  present  evil  world,  according  to  the  will  of  God 
our  Father,  to  whom  he  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.” 

The  General  Synod,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  organized  in 
October,  A.  D.  1820.  Since  that  period,  a  number  of  regular  and 
stated  meetings  have  been  held,  which  have  proved  highly  benefi¬ 
cial  to  the  interests  of  our  beloved  church  ;  but  that,  which  has  just 
terminated,  was,  as  we  conceive,  much  more  important  than  any 
that  has  preceded  it,  and  hence  it  is  a  pleasing  duty,  incumbent 
upon  us,  to  address  our  brethren  in  the  faith  at  this  time. 

The  time  when  an  opposition  to  this  institution  appeared  plausi¬ 
ble,  and  when  men,  professing  a  love  for  our  Zion,  and  a  regard 
for  piety  and  learning,  could  wage  war  against  it,  with  the  hope  of 
destroying  its  usefulness,  is  past.  Considering  the  wide  extent  of 
territory  embraced  by  our  church,  the  non-intercourse  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  Synods  for  many  years,  the  absence  of  all  means  to  communi¬ 
cate  the  events  of  the  day  to  our  people  generally,  it  is  a  matter  of 
astonishment  that  so  much  has  been  accomplished  through  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Synod.  The  enterprise  was  despised  by  come,  whilst  those 
who  engaged  in  it,  anticipated  little  more  than  to  lay  a  foundation 
for  their  successors  to  build  upon.  But  God  moves  in  a  mysteri¬ 
ous,  yet  powerful  way.  By  his  blessing,  the  temporal  and  spiritu¬ 
al,  the  external  and  internal  concerns  of  our  Zion,  have  been  ad¬ 
vanced  with  unparalleled  success.  No  other  church  had  such  for¬ 
midable  difficulties  to  encounter,  as  we,  with  the  help  of  God,  have 
been  enabled  to  overcome.  The  English  language,  being  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  our  happy  country,  the  greatest  and  best  efforts  of  our  fa¬ 
thers  (who,  we  trust,  are  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  labors,) 
to  continue  the  knowledge  of  the  German  language  among  the  ris¬ 
ing  generation,  failed.  Many,  though  they  spoke  if,  could  not  read 


it-  The  result  was  truly  deplorable.  The  devotional  books  of  their 
parents  became  useless,  and  gradually,  in  many  instances,  all  at¬ 
tachments  to  our  Zion  and  vital  godliness  were  lost.  In  the  mean 
time,  some  of  tire  English  denominations  were  zealous  and  active 
in  their  endeavors  to  promote  the  interests  of  religion  and  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  their  churches.  But  the  God  of  Arndt ,  Spener ,  Francke , 
■and  a  host  of  illustrious  founders  and  benefactors  of  our  church, 
lives  still.  At  that  very  critical  period,  when  our  church,  distin¬ 
guished  for  its  simplicity  'in  the  mode  of  worship,  the  purity  of  doc¬ 
trine,  and  excellency  of  discipline,  was  about  to  sink  into  insigniti- 
cance,  yes,  at  this  important  crisis,  the  General  Synod  was  brought 
into  existence,  and  this  produced  the  Theological  Seminary  and 
Gymnasium,  now  in  active  operation  and  the  most  prosperous  state. 
Now,  our  children  can  he  instructed  in  all  the  different  branches  of 
knowledge,  by  pious  and  competent  teachers  of  our  own  faith. 
Now,  a  .constant  supply  of  learned  and  pious  ministers,  capable  of 
instructing  their  hearers  in  both  languages,  can  he  supplied  from, 
our  Theological  Seminary.  And  from  this  institution  they  will  con¬ 
tinually  go  forth,  like  a  band  of  brethren,  governed  by  the  same 
principles,  and  directed  by  the  same  spirit. 

Several  books  have  already  been  published  in  the  English  lan¬ 
guage,  for  the  use  of  the  rising  generation  ;  and  at  this  meeting,  the 
Synod  has  resolved  upon  the  immediate  publication  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  works,  in  order  to  meet  the  practical  wants  of  oar  people,  viz  : 

d'he  Lutheran  Manna!,  to  contain  the  doctrinal  articles  of  the 
Augsburgh  Confession  ;  the  entire  system  of  church  government 
published  by  the  General  Synod  ;  and  a  sketch  of  the  history  of  the 
Lutheran  church  from  its  origin. 

The  Lutheran  Preacher,  to  contain  a  series  of  sermons  on  the  pro¬ 
minent  articles  of  practical  theology. 

The  Lutheran  Panoplist.  The  object  of  this  work  is  to  correct 
some  of  the  erroneous  views  which,  in  various  parts  of  our  country, 
some  people  entertain  of  our  doctrines  and  discipline. 

A.  translation  of  u  Arndt's  Wahres  Chris  tent  hum a  work  of  great 
practical  usefulness,  in  the  German  language. 

A  Liturgy ,  for  the  use  of  our  church  in  the  United  States,  to  be 
added  to  another  edition  of  our  hymn  book,  which  is  soon  to  be  pub¬ 
lished  atJBaltimore,  in  a  larger  type  than  that  which  ha9  hitherto 
been  used. 

With  these,  we  hope  every  father  of  a  family  will  supply  him¬ 
self.  Arrangements  have  also  been  made,  to  re-print  such  German 
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practical  works  as  may  be  needed.  We  confidently  hope,  that  in 
a  few  years  more,  we  shall  be  amply  supplied  with  devotional  books 
of  our  own  church,  and  realize  the  unspeakable  and  numberless 
blessings,  which  our  pious  forefathers  derived  from  this  source  of 
religious  knowledge  and  improvement.  We  do  therefore  most  ear¬ 
nestly  invite  your  prayers  for  the  welfare  of  our  Zion.  When  in 
your  closets,  lecture  room,  or  the  sanctuary,  call  upon  the  Giver  of 
every  thing  good,  for  his  blessing  upon  the  operations  of  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Synod.  It  will  afford  you  joy  in  Heaven,  thus  to  have  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  salvation  of  your  posterity. 

In  a  number  of  churches,  the  work  of  God  has  been  extensive 
and  powerful,  "whilst  the  Holy  Spirit’s  influence  has  distilled  like 
the  dew,  moistening  the  seeds  which  were  scattered  over  the  field. 
From  the  accounts  we.  have  received  as  to  the  state  of  our  church 
in  different  states,  we  rejoice  to  learn  that  all  benevolent  institu¬ 
tions  are  more  or  less  encouraged  and  sustained.  Sunday  schools 
are  increasing.  Prayer  meetings,  conducted  according  to  the  scrip¬ 
tures,  are  very  numerous,  and  have  proved  a  great  blessing  to  many 
souls  that  were  on  the  brink  of  eternal  ruin.  Education  and  mis¬ 
sionary  societies  are  increasipg.  Already  are  pious  young'  men  pre¬ 
paring  for  the  ministry,  through  the  pecuniary  aid  furnished  by  our 
young  sisters  in  the  faith,  who  obtain  it  by  the  point  of  their  nee¬ 
dles  !  Instead  of  attending  the  ball-room  for  amusement,  they  meet 
to  encourage  industry  and  promote  objects  of  benevolence,  by  pre¬ 
paring  useful  articles,  which  are  disposed  of,  to  aid  the  funds  of  the 
education  and  missionary  societies  to  which  they  are  attached. 

The  Colonization  society,  fraught  with  so  many  blessings  to  our 
republic  and  the  church  of  Christ,  is  very  zealously  supported  by 
many  of  our  people.  Indeed,  we  kuow  of  no  benevolent  institution 
in  our  country,  that  does  not  number  among  its  patrons,  some  of  our 
most  devoted  members. 

If  ever  a  church  had  cause  to  rejoice  in  God,  and  to  use  her  en¬ 
ergies  in  carrying  on  her  operations  against  the  prince  of  darkuess, 
it  is  our  own.  Since  the  establishment  of  the  General  Svnod,  God 
hath  indeed  favored  us  with  mafiy  glorious  manifestations  of  his 
power  and  grace.  To  him  be  all  the  glory. 

The  organization  of  a  new  Synod — the  Hartwick  Synod — embra¬ 
cing  the  western  part  of  the  state  of  New-York,  and  its  connexion 
with  the  General  Synod,  is  another  proof  that  God  is  with  us.  This 
Synod  is  composed  of  a  band  of  pious  and  devoted  ministers,  whose 
ardent  and  persevering  labors  in  the  cause,  have  long  since  been  ex- 
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tensively  known  in  Ike  church.  Many  of  our  people  who  sat  in 
darkness,  have  seen  the  light,  and  walk  in  newness  of  life,  by  the 
grace  of  God  through  the  Word.  Let  our  ministers  and  people  la¬ 
bor  and  pray,  that  the  number  of  the  faithful  may  increase,  and  that 
the  work  of  reformation  may  go  on.  Let  us  faithfully  adhere  to  the 
word  of  God,  and  invariably  follow  its  direction  ;  let  us  not  follow 
the  course  of  some,  whose  extravagant  conduct  tend?  rather  to  cre¬ 
ate  disorder  and  confusion,  than  godly  edifying.  Against  such  we 
would  affectionately  warn  you,  however  popular  they  may  be.  As 
Lutherans,  we  admonish  you,  “  be  ye  therefore  followers  of  God, 
as  dear  children,  and  walk- in  love,  as  Christ  also  hath  loved  us,  and 
hath  given  himself  for  us  an  offering  and  a  sacrifice  to  God,  for  a 
sweet  smelling  savour.” 

Now  is  the  time  for  action.  Various  erroneous  doctrines  are  in¬ 
culcated,  and  frequently  in.  a  most  insidious  and  secret  manner. 
Unless  you  watch  and  pray,  and  fix  upon  God’s  word  as  your  guide, 
the  enemy  will  entrap  you.  Remember,  the  weapon  of  the  true 
and  godly  Lutheran,  is  the  word  of  God.  This  is  his  shield  and 
buckler  and  sword,  with  which  he  encounters  the  enemies  of  his 
salvation.  Put  on  this  armor  of  God,  and  then  may  you  go  forth 
and  join  in  the  victorious  song  of  Luther — 

“  1st  Gott  fuer  mich,  so  trete 
Gleich  alles  wider  mich 
So  oft  ich  sing  und  bete, 

Weicht  alles  hinter  sich. 

Hab  ich  das  Haupt  zum  Freunde, 

Und  bin  beliebt  bey  Gott, 

Was  kann  mir  thun  dor  Feinde 
Und  Widersacher  rott  r” 

.By  order  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evan.  Luth.  Church  in  the 
United  States-  Frederick,  November  2,  1831. 

DAVID  F.  SCHAEFFER,  President. 

.  George  A.  Lintxkr,  Secretary. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNION 


Of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  State s. 


The  second  biennial  meeting  of  the  Sunday  School  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States,  was  held  in  the 
Evan.  Luth.  Chtirch  at  Frederick,  Maryland,  November  1,  1  S3 1 . 

The  President,  Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer  in  the  chair.  The 
meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  N.  Hoffman. 

The  following  officers  were  chosen,  viz  : 

Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  of  Frederick,  Md.,  President. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Lintner,  Schoharie,  N.  Y.,  Ilec.  Sec’y. 

C.  A.  Morris,  Esq.,  York,  Pa.,  Treasurer. 

Rev.  Prof.  S.  S.  Schmucker,  Gettysburgh,  Pa.,  Cor.  Sec'ij . 

Rev.  F.  Heyer,  General  Agent  of  the  Union,  submitted  his  re¬ 
port,  in  which  he  stated,  that  during  the  lirst  year  of  his  agency, 
which  commenced  on  the  21st  Juue,  1830,  he  had  travelled  nearly 
5,000  miles,  and  preached  in  about  300  different  places.  He  visit¬ 
ed  most  of  our  Sunday  schools  in  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  since 
his  appointment,  and  succeeded  in  establishing  a  number  of  Sunday 
schools  in  different  places  which  he  visited.  The  number  of  Sun¬ 
day  schools  in  connexion  with  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United 
States,  as  nearly  as  he  could  ascertain,  amounts  to  about  two  hun¬ 
dred,  which  are  attended  by  about  10,000  children,  and  from  800 
to  1,000  teachers.  The  amount  received  by  collections,  donations, 
&c.  during  the  year,  is  $327*89.  Add  to  this,  $200,  the  contem¬ 
plated  appropriation  from  a  legacy  given  for  this  object,  and  the 
whole  sum  that  has  been  received  for  the  benefit  of  this  cause,  will 
amount  to  $527*89.  From  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  German  Sun¬ 
day  school  books  and  tracts,  have  been  printed,  some  of  which  have 
been  sold,  and  others  distributed  gratuitously. 

Small  depositories  have  been  established  in  York,  Iiarrisburgh, 
Gettysburgh,  and  Pittsburgh  ;  but  many  of  the  schools  cannot  be 
conveniently  supplied  from  these  places,  and  therefore  the  Agent 
recommended  in  his  report,  that  an  extensive  depository  be  estab¬ 
lished  in  some  central  place,  like  Philadelphia,  from  which  all  the 


books  and  tracts  that  are  needed  bj  our  Sunday  schools  in  different 
parts  oi'  the  country,  might  be  easily  furnishedi 

The  Agent  further  remarked  in  his  report,  that  when  we  take 
into  eonsideration^the  great  number  of  children  in  connexion  with 
the  Lutheran  church,  which  are  of  suitable  age  to  attend  the  Sun¬ 
day  school,  it  will  appear  that  comparatively  little  has  been  done 
by  our  people  in  this  department  of  Christian  benevolence  ;  and  that 
the  attention  of  the  church  should  be  more  generally  directed  to  this 
important  object.  The  Christian  public  is  becoming  daily  more  in¬ 
terested  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  rising  generation,  and  it  is 
uppn  them  that  five  must  build  bur  hopes.  The  young  people  of 
our  German  population,  in  many  places,  are  peculiarly  situated  ;  and 
among  many  of  them,  the  Sunday  School  Union  might  exert  a  very 
salutary  influence.  German  week-day  schools  are  generally  dis¬ 
continued,  and  in  many  German  settlements  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Union,  the  children  are  either  not  educated  at  all,  or  sent  to 
English  schools.  But  it  is  well  known,  that  in  many  parts  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Ohio,  the  German  language  is  exclusively  vised  in  fa¬ 
milies  and  congregations,  when  they  assemble  for  public  worship. 
Many,  therefore,  who  learn  to  read  English,  do  not  understand  what 
they  read,  and  consequently  cannot  be  benefited  by  religious  in¬ 
structions  communicated  in  the  English  language.  Hence  a  con¬ 
fused  state  of  things  must  and  will  prevail,  unless  the  children  be 
furnished  with  opportunities  for  improvement  in  the  German  lan¬ 
guage.  Many  parents,  however,  supposing  that  their  children  do 
not  stand  in  need  of  a  German  education  to  qualify  them  for  wordly 
business,  and  feeling  but  little  interest  in  their  spiritual  welfare,  are 
unwilling  to  spare, the  time,  and  pay  the  expenses  of  sending  their 
children  to  German  schools.  It  would,  therefore,  be  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  introduce  among  this  part  of  our  population,  Sunday 
schools  generally.  And  the  importance  of  this  object  is  so  deeply 
realised  by  many  of  our  English  people,  that  they  have  repeatedly 
offered  their  generous  support  and  zealous  co-operation  in  the  un¬ 
dertaking. 

In  the  conclusion  of  his  report,  the  Agent  recommended  to  the 
Union,  an  alteration  in  the  constitution,  so  as  to  constitute  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Synod  the  parent  institution  ;  the  District  Synods,  auxiliaries  \ 
the  officers  of  the  General  Synod,  oflicers  of  the  Sunday  School  Un¬ 
ion  ;  and  the  delegates  of  the  District  Synods,  managers  ;  to  meet 
and  transact  the  business  of  the  Union,  during  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Svnod.  He  considered  this  plan  most  advisable,  to  eon- 
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centrate  the  efforts  of  the  Lutheran  church  in  the  United  States  in 
support  of  this  object,  and  recommended  its  adoption,  with  a  full 
persuasion  that  it  would  lead  to  the  most  important  and  beneti- 
cial  results  to  the  interests  of  the  Sunday  school  cause. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Doct.  Hazelius,  seconded  by  Rev.  A.  Rf.ck, 
it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  of  the  General  Agent  be  accepted,  and 
published  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  General  Synod. 

On  motion  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  seconded  by  L. 
Medtart,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  alteration  in  the  constitution,  recommended 
in  the  report  of  the  General  Agent,  be  adopted. 

On  motion  of  the  Recording  Secretary,  seconded  by  Rev.  J. 
N.  Hoffman,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Union  be  presented  to  Rev. 
Mr.  Heyer,  the  General  Agent,  for  his  faithful  and  successful  ex¬ 
ertions  to  promote  the  object  of  his  appointment. 

Rev.  Mr.  Heyer  informed  the  Union,  that  he  had  entered  into 
a  pastoral  engagement  with  the  congregation  at  Somerset,  Pa., 
which  would  render  it  doubtful  whether  he  could  continue  his  agen¬ 
cy.  Whereupon,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  officers  of  this  Union  be  a  committee  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  suitable  minister  of  our  church,  to  act  as  General  Agent  for 
the  ensuing  year,  in  case  Rev.  Mr.  Heyer  cannot  continue  his 
agency. 

The  Agent  informed  the  Union,  that  a  committee  was  appointed 
by  the  Sunday  School  Union  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  to 
publish  Sunday  school  books  and  tracts  in  the  German  language, 
and  that  they  were  desirous  of  co-operating  with  this  Union.  Where¬ 
upon,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  Rev.  Doct.  Hazelius  and  the  Treasurer  be  a 
committee  to  superintend  the  printing  of  German  Sunday  school 
books  and  tracts,  and  act  in  concert  with  a  similar  committee  of  the 
Sunday  School  Union  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

The  Union  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  time  and  place  fixed 
for  the  next  biennial  convention  of  the  General  Synod.  Conclud¬ 
ing  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  Heyer. 

G.  A  LINTNER,  Rec.  Sec'y. 


STATISTICS 

Of  the  Ecan.  Lath.  Church  in  the  U.  States,  for  the  yew  1831. 


GENERAL  SYNOD. 

Ojficers. 

President ,  Rev.  David  F.  Schaeffer,  Frederick,  Md. 
Secretary ,  Rev-  George  A.  Lintner,  Schoharie,  N.  Y. 
Treasurer ,  Charles  A.  Barnitz,  York,  Pa. 

This  Body  is  composed  of  delegates  from  the  District  Synods, 
and  meets  biennially.  Nest  convention  to  be  held  at  Baltimore, 
cn  the  last  Sunday  in  October,  1833. 

SYNOD  OF  EAST  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Officers. 

Senior ,  Rev.  F.  D.  Schaeffer,  D.  D.,  Philadelphia. 

President ,  Rev.  C.  R.  Demme,  Philadelphia. 

Secretary,  Rev.  J.  P.  Shindel,  Sunbury,  Pa. 

Treasurer ,  Rev. - «  Ulrich,  Tulpehocken,  Pa. 


Ordained  Ministers. 


Rev.  Schaeffer,  D.  D. 

Rev.  Mr 

Uhlhora 

ii 

C.  Jaeger 

ii 

Stein 

a 

Roeller,  sen. 

ii 

Filbert 

Li 

Hecht 

ii 

Strein 

ii 

J.  Miller 

ii 

G.  Jaeger 

ii 

Ulrich 

a 

Lockman 

ii 

Batis 

u 

Binninger 

U 

Carpenter 

a 

J.  Shindel 

ii 

Van  Hoff 

u 

Doering 

ii 

Hem  ping 

a 

Huthrauf 

ii 

J.  P.  Shindel 

u 

Heim 

ii 

Probst 

a 

Menning 

u 

Ernst 

a 

Abele 

ii 

Wortman 

cc 

Waage 

ii 

C.  P.  Miller 

a 

Scheurer 

ii 

J.  Jaeger 

a 

Reichert 

ii 

Roeller,  jtiD. 

a 

Ball 

4 


26 


Her  Mr.  Trumbouer  Aer.  Mr.  Weigandt 


u 

Meend&en 

it 

W  altz 

it 

Keller 

U 

• 

Heilig 

it 

Baker 

*  « 

H.  S.  Miller 

it 

C.  Miller 

u 

W  ampole 

<t 

B.  German 

u 

Kaemmer 

u 

Krauth 

it 

Gross 

u 

Demme 

u 

G.  German 

Licentiate i. 

Rev.  Mr. 

J.  Herpel 

Rev.  Mr 

I.  Schitz 

M.  Herpel 


Ordained  ministers,  51.  Licentiates,  3.  Congregations,  145. 
Baptisms,  3,S94.  Confirmations,  1,S47.  Communicants,  18,361. 
Next  meeting  of  the  Synod  at  Womelsdorf,  Trinity  Suuday,  1832. 

SYNOD  OF  NEW- YORK. 

Officers. 

Senior ,  Rev.  F.  H.  Quitman,  I).  D.,  Rhinebeck. 

President,  Rev.  Augustus  Wackeriiagen,  D.  D.,  Clermont. 
Secretary,  Rev.  Jacob  Berger,  Ghent. 

Treasurer,  Rev.  Henry  N.  Pohlman,  N.  Germantown,  N.  J. 


Ordained  Ministers. 


Rev.  Quitman,  D.  R. 

Rev.  Mr. 

Berger 

it 

P.  F.  Mayer,  D.  D. 

tt 

Ever 

(i 

Uhl 

it 

Thuemmel 

it 

Wackerhagen,  I).  D. 

tt 

F  W  Geissenhainer  jr 

it 

F.  G.  Mayer 

tt 

F.  H.  Guenther 

it 

F.W.Geissenhainer,  D  D 

tt 

Strobel 

it 

Domeier 

tt 

H.  I.  Smith 

it 

Starman 

(C 

C.  A.  Smith 

it 

Miller 

ii 

Lehman 

it 

Pohlman 

u 

Ilayunga 

it 

Senderling 

tt 

Schwaekhatnmer,  lie. 

Ordained  ministers,  21 .  Licentiate,  1.  Congregations,  25.  Bap¬ 
tisms,  518.  Confirmations,  94.  Communicants,  1,583. 

Next  meeting  of  the  Synod  at  Albany,  on  the  second  Sunday  in 
September,  1832. 
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SYNOD  OF  OHIO, 

Officers. 

President,  Rev.  A.  Henkel,  Germantown,  Ohio. 

Secretary,  Rev.  C\  G.  Schweitzers arth,  Zenienopie,  Pa. 
Treasurer ,  Rev.  J.  Wagenhals,  New-Lancaster,  Ohio. 


Ordained  Ministers. 


Rev. 

Mr.  Steck 

Rev.  Air. 

Fast 

u 

Stauch 

44 

Schmid 

u 

Weigandt 

44 

Schuh 

u 

Kuet 

44 

C.  Henckel 

4< 

Leist 

U 

WagenhaL 

<1 

Steele,  jr. 

44 

Keil 

44 

Reinhart 

44 

Melsheimer 

44 

Riemen 

44 

Kaemmerer 

44 

Schneider 

44 

Hcinicke 

44 

A.  Henckel 

44 

Manning 

44 

Mechling 

44 

Schulze 

(4 

Schweitzerbarth 

Rev.  Mr.  Kuchler 
“  Gruber 

“  Schaeffer 


Licentiates. 


Rev.  Mr.  Rathbun 
“  Rotbarker 

“  Gerhard 


Ordained  Ministers,  23.  Licentiates,  G.  Congregations,  128. 
Baptisms,  2,172.  Confirmations,  720.  Communicants,  8,388. 
Next  meeting  of  the  Synod  at  Columbus,  Trinity  Festival,  1832. 


SYNOD  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
Officers. 

President ,  G.  SllOBER,  Salem. 

Secretary,  Rev.  H.  Graeber,  Lincoln  county. 
[President  officiates  as  Treasurer.] 

Ordained  Ministers. 


Rev.  Mr.  Shobcr 

Rev.  Mr. 

Gricson 

44 

Scherer 

a 

Grimes 

14 

Miller 

<< 

Reichert 

44 

Reck 

44 

Rosenmiller 

44 

Graeber 

44 

Artz 

44 

Jenkins 

44 

Seechrist 

44 

Schoenberg 

44 

Kempfer 

Ordained 

ministers,  i 

4.  Congregations, 

33.  Brptismg,  506 

23 

Confirmations,  226.  Communicants,  1732.  Next  meeting  of  the 
Synod  in  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Lincoln  county,  on  the  third  Sunday 
in  May,  1S32. 

SYNOD  OF  MARYLAND  AND  VIRGINIA. 

Officers. 

President ,  Ref.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  Frederick,  Md. 

Secretary ,  Rev.  J.  Medtart,  Martinsburgli,  Va. 

Treasurer ,  Rev.  M.  Wachter,  Frederick,  Md. 

Ordained  Ministers. 


Rev.  Kurtz,  D.  D. 

Rev.  Mr.  Albert 

Rev.  Mr.  Hoshour 

tt 

Haversteck 

a 

Medtart 

u 

Haas 

tt 

A.  Reck 

it 

J.  Reck 

it 

Winter 

a 

Eichelberger 

u 

Wachter 

u 

Ruth 

n 

Hoffman 

a 

Baugher 

u 

Morris 

Ordained  ministers,  15.  Congregations,  32-  Baptisms,  977. 
Confirmations,  421.  Communicants,  3,352. 

SYNOD  OF  WEST  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Officers. 

President ,  Rev.  F.  Heyer,  Somerset,  Pa- 

Secretary ,  -  - 

Treasurer ,  Rev.  W.  Yager,  Bedford. 

Ordained  Ministers. 


Rev. 

Schmucker,  D.  D. 

Rev. 

Hazelius,  D.  D. 

Ruthrauf,  sen. 

it 

W.  Schulze 

a 

Steelier 

it 

Dcininger 

a 

S.  S-  Schmucker 

it 

Moser 

u 

Crigler 

it 

Yager 

u 

Stroh 

u 

Heim 

a 

Ruthrauf,  jr. 

it 

Heyer 

it 

Kurtz 

tc 

Meyer 

u 

Oswald 

u 

Martin 

u 

Gottwald 

it 

Brown 

u 

Scriba 

it 

Heilig 

it 

Sharretts 

•t 

G.  Schulze 

a 

Reichert 

u 

Weil 

tt 

Rebenack 

it 

Keil 

ct 

Osterloh 

it 

A  n  spach 
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Ordained  ministers,  30.  Congregations,  146.  Baptisms,  1,699. 
Confirmations,  733.  Communicants,  6,902. 

SYNOD  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Officers. 

President ,  Rev.  J.  Bachman,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Secretary ,  Rev.  C.  F.  Bergman,  Ebenezer,  Ga. 

Treasurer ,  Rev.  G.  Dreher,  Lexington,  S.  C. 

Ordained  Ministers. 


Rev.  Mr.  Bachman 

Rev.  Mr.  Scheck 

“  Dreher 

U 

Meetze 

“  Rauch 

a 

Bergman 

“  Mealy 

u 

Hope,  licentiate. 

“  Moser 

Ordained  ministers,  8.  Licentiate,  1.  Congregations,  26.  Bap¬ 
tisms,  376.  Confirmations,  146.  Communicants,  1,452. 

HARTW1CK  SYNOD  OF  NEW- YORK. 

Officers. 

President ,  Rev.  G.  A.  Lintner,  Schoharie. 

Secretary,  Rev.  J.  D.  Lawyer,  Sandlake. 

Treasurer ,  Rev.  P.  Writing,  Sharon. 

Ordained  Ministers. 


Rev.  Mr.  Lintner 

Rev.  Mr.  Kilmer 

u  Crownsc 

“  Klein 

“  Beiihartz 

“  Weiting 

u  Eisenlord 

“  Cole 

“  Lape 

“  Selmscr, 

licentiate . 

“  Eyster 
u  Lawyer 

“  Otman, 

do. 

Ordained  ministers,  11.  Licentiates,  2.  Congregations,  31. 
Baptisms,  660.  Confirmations,  100.  Communicants,  2,332. 

Next  meeting  of  the  Synod,  at  Dansville,  Livingston  county,  on 
the  last  Saturday  in  September,  1832- 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNION  OK  TIIB  EVAN.  LUTIX.  CHURCH  IN 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Officers. 

President,  Rev.  David  F.  Schaeffer,  Frederick,  Md. 

Pec.  Sechy,  Rev.  George  A.  Lintneu,  Schoharie,  N-  Y. 
Treasurer ,  C.  A.  Morris,  York,  Pa. 

Cor.  Scchj,  Rev.  Samuel  S.  Schmucker,  Gettysburgh,  Pa. 
General  Agent ,  Rev.  F.  Heyer,  Somerset,  Pa. 

The  Union  meets  at  the  time  and  place  fixed  for  the  next  bien¬ 
nial  convention  of  the  General  Synod. 


MISSIONARY  AND  EDUCATION  SOCIETIES  OF  THE  EVAN.  LUTH. 
CHURCII  IN  THE  U.  STATES. 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Missionary  Society  of  North  Carolina  and 
adjacent  states.  Formed  May  7,  1828. 

Officers. 

President,  Rev.  D.  P.  Rosenmiller,  Germantown,  N-  C. 
Vice-Presidents,  Rev.  G.  Suober,  Salem. 

Rev.  D.  Scherer,  Cabarrus. 

C.  Vogler,  Esq. 

C.  Brown,  Esq. 

Secretary,  Rev.  W.  Artz,  Orange  county. 

Treasurer,  Rev.  D.  Scherer,  Cabarrus. 

12  Directors. 

Next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  in  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Lin¬ 
coln  county,  on  the  third  Sunday  in  May,  1832. 


Domestic  Missionary  and  Education  Society  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  the  Slate  of  New-  York.  Formed  May  12,  1828. 

Officers. 

President,  lion.  W-  C.  Bouck,  Schoharie. 

Vice-Presidents,  Hon.  W.  Mann,  Schoharie. 

Rev.  F.  G.  Mayer,  Albany. 

*Rev.  F.  C.  Schaeffer,  Ncw-York. 

II.  I.  Frey,  Esq.,  Palatine. 

*M-  Moore,  Johnstown. 


Deceased. 
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Rec.  See'y,  Rev.  J.  Z.  Skindehi.oc,  Brunswick. 

'Treasurer,  C.  II.  Schafer,  Schoharie. 

Cor.  SePy,  Rev.  G.  A.  Lintner,  Schoharie. 

30  Mau&gers. 

Next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  in  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Scho¬ 
harie,  on  the  hrst  Tuesday  in  May,  1832 


Parent  Domestic  Missionary  end  Education  Society  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Lutheran  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  Formed  October 
20,  1828. 

Officers. 

President ,  George  Hager,  Esq.,  Baltimore. 

Vice-Presidents,  Rev.  Doct.  Kurtz,  Baltimore. 

Rev.  B.  Kurtz,  Cbambersburgh. 

Rev.  A.  Reck,  Frederick,  Md. 

J.  Sciirvock,  Esq.,  Hagerstown. 

Rsc.  Sec'y,  Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  Frederick. 

Treasurer ,  Lewis  Medtart,  Esq.,  Frederick. 

Cor.  SeCy,  llev.  J.  G.  Morris,  Baltimore. 

20  Managers. 

Society  meets  annually  at  the  time  and  place  fixed  for  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia. 


Missionary  <!y  Education  Society  of  the  Synod  of  Wert  Pennsylvania. 

Officers. 

President ,  Hon.  J.  A.  Sciiultze,  Carlise. 

Vice-Presidents,  Rev.  Doct.  Sciimucker,  York. 

Rev.  J.  Ruthrauf,  Greencastle. 

Secretaries,  Rev.  F.  Heyer,  Somerset. 

Jlev.  N.  G.  Sii arretts,  Indiana. 

Treasurer ,  Rev.  J.  W.  Heim. 

Annual  meetings  of  the  Society, 'at  the  time  and  place  fixed  for 
the  meeting  of  the  Synod. 


THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARIES  OF  TIIE  EVAN.  LIT  If  CHURCH  IN 

THE  U.  STATES. 


Hartwick  Seminary,  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.  Founded  in  1815., 

Rev.  G.  B.  Miller,  Principal. 

Rev.  C.  B.  Thuemmel,  Assistant  Teacher. 

Board  of  Trustees. 

Officers. 

Rev.  Augustus  Wackerhagen,  Clermont,  President. 

J.  D.  Husbands,  Esq.,  Hartwick,  Secretary. 

J.  Clark,  Hartwick,  Treasurer. 

W.  C.  Bouck,  Esq.,  Schoharie,  Agent. 

Members. 

Rev.  F.  G.  Mayer,  Albany. 

“  D.  Nash,  Otsego. 

“  G.  A.  Lintner,  Schoharie. 

“  J.  D.  Lawyer,  Sandlake. 

D.  Simmons,  Esq.,  Brunswick. 

P.  N.  Bonesteel,  Esq.,  Rhinebeck. 

A.  Metcalf,  Esq,.  Otsego. 

Doct.  J.  C.  Moeller,  Sharon. 


Theological  Seminary  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evan.  Lutheran 
Church  in  the  U.  States,  Gettysburgh,  Pa.  Founded  in  1S25. 

Rev.  Samuel  S.  Scilmucker,  Professor  of  Didactic,  Polemic 
and  Pastoral  Theology,  and  Pulpit  Eloquence. 

Rev.  Ernst  L.  Hazelius,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Sacred  Litera¬ 
ture,  Ecclesiastical  History,  and  the  German  language. 

Board  of  Directors. 

Officers. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Sciimucker,  D.  D.,  York,  Pa.,  President. 

Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  Frederick,  Md.,  Vice-President. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Morris,  Baltimore,  Secretary. 

C.  A.  Barnitz,  Esq.,  York,  Pa.,  Treasurer. 

Members. 

Rev.  J.  Ruthrauf,  Sen.,  Greencastle,  Pa. 

Rev.  W.  Heim,  I.audisburgh,  Pa- 
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Rev.  F.  Heyer,  Somerset,  Pa 
“  A.  Reck,  Frederick,  M<1. 

“  J.  N.  Hoffman,  Taneylown,  Md. 

“  G.  Siiober,  Salem,  N.  C. 

“  W.  Artz,  Orange  county,  N.  C. 

“  D.  P.  Rosenmiller,  Germantown,  N.  C. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Morris,  York,  Pa. 

“  G.  Trostle. 

“  G.  Hager,  Baltimore. 

“  L.  Medtart,  Frederick,  Md. 

“  C.  Melchior,  North  Carolina. 

“  G.  Vogler,  do. 

There  is  also  a  Gymnasium,  or  Classical  Department,  connected 
with  this  Seminary,  which  is  under  the  government  and  direction 
of  the  following  Officers  and  Teachers,  viz  : 

Rev.  H.  L.  Baugher,  Professor  of  Languages. 

Mr.  M.  Jacobs,  Professor  of  Sciences. 

Trustees. 

Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  Philadelphia,  President. 
u  J.  Rutiirauf,  Jun.,  Secretary. 

“  E.  Keller,  Germantown,  Pa.,  Treasurer. 

“  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  Frederick,  Md 
“  A.  Reck,  do. 

“  B.  Kurtz,  Chambersburgh,  Pa 


Theological  Seminary  of  the  Evan.  Lulh.  Synod  of  Ohio,  Canton, 

Ohio.  Founded  in  1830, 

Rev.  W.  Schmid,  Professor  of  Christian  Theology. 

Board  of  Directors. 

Rev.  A.  Henkel,  Germantown. 

“  J.  Leist,  Pickaway  County. 

“  C.  G.  Schweitzerb arth,  Zelienople, 

“  J.  Wagenhals,  Centreville. 

Mr.  Augustus  Swan.  • 

e 

“  Christian  Hetl. 

“  John  Leist. 

“  F.  A  Schneider. 


S 
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Theological  Seminary  of  the  Evan.  Luth.  Church  in  South  Carolina 

This  Seminary  was  established  by  the  Evan.  Luth.  Synod  of 
South  Carolina,  in  1S29. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Synod,  Rev.  J.  G.  Sciiwartz 
was  elected  Professor  of  Theology,  and  a  Board  of  Directors  chosen 
to  superintend  the  affairs  of  the  Seminary. 

The  Professorship  was  recently  vacated  by  the  lamented  death 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Schwartz,  and  until  this  vacancy  is  supplied,  the 
operations  of  the  Seminary  will  probably  be  suspended. 


CONSTITUTION 

Oj  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church ,  in  the 
United  States  of  North  America. 

[Translated  from  the  original  German  copy.] 

JESUS  CHRIST,  the  Supreme  Head  of  His  Church,  having 
prescribed  no  entire  specific  directory  for  government  and  discip¬ 
line,  and  every  section  of  his  church  being  left  at  full  liberty  to  make 
such  regulations  to  that  effect,  as  may  be  most  adapted  to  its  situa¬ 
tion  and  circumstances,  therefore — Relying  upon  God  our  Father, 
in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  under  the  guidance  and  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  Word  of  God,  for  the  promotion  of 
the  practice  of  brotherly  love,  to  the  furtherance  of  Christian  con¬ 
cord,  to  the  firm  establishment  and  continuance  of  the  unity  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace — We,  the  Deputies  of  the  “German 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  neighboring 
States,”  of  the  “  German  and  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  the  bordering  States,”  of  the 
“  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  in  the  State  of  New-York,  and 
the  neighboring  States  and  Countries,  and  of  the  “  Evangelical  Lu¬ 
theran  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  &c.”  for  ourselves  and  our 
successors,  do  adopt  the  following  fundamental  articles  :  viz  : 


The  Name,  Style  and  Title  of  this  Convention  shall  be  :  “  The 
Evangelical  Lutheran  General  Synod  of  the  United  Stales  of  North 
America .” 

ARTICLE  II. 

The  General  Synod  shall  consist  of  the  Deputies  from  the  sev¬ 
eral  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synodical  Conventions  in  the  United 
States,  who  may  join  themselves  thereunto,  and  be  duly  acknowl¬ 
edged  as  members  thereof,  in  the  following  ratio,  namely  : 

Every  Synodal  body,  or  Synod  (whether  of  Ministers  only,  or  of 
Ministers  and  Lay  Deputies  together)  containing  six  Ministers,  may 
send  one  ;  if  it  contains  fourteen,  two  ;  if  twenty-five,  three  ;  if  for¬ 
ty,  four  ;  if  sixty,  live  ;  and  if  it  contain  eighty-six  Ministers  or  up¬ 
wards,  six  Deputies  of  the  rank  of  ordained  Ministers  and  an  equal 
number  of  Lay  Deputies. 

Each  Deputy,  appearing  in  the  General  Synod  according  to  this 
ratio,  shall,  except  as  is  hereinafter  provided,  enjoy  an  equal  right 
and  vote  with  all  others.  Every  Synod  may  choose  its  Deputies 
in  such  a  way  and  mauner  as  to  them  may  seem  proper  ;  and  shall 
pay  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  same  to  and  from  the  General 
Synod,  until  the  General  Synod  shall  have  established  for  itself  a 
treasury  from  which  the  future  expenses  may  be  discharged. 

ARTICLE  III. 

The  business  of  the  General  Synod  shall  be  as  follows,  namely  : 

Section  I.  The  General  Synod  shall  examine  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  several  Synods  and  Ministeriums  belonging  to  this  asso¬ 
ciation,  in  order  that  they  may  obtain  some  knowledge  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  state  and  condition  of  the  Church.  The  several  Synods,  there¬ 
fore,  shall  transmit  as  many  copies  of  their  proceedings  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Synod,  as  there  shall  be  members  contained  in  the  General 
Synod. 

Section  II.  With  regard  to  all  Books  and  Writings  proposed 
for  public  use  in  the  church,  the  General  Synod  shall  act  as  a  joint 
committee  of  the  special  Synods  and  Ministeriums,  after  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner,  viz : 

I.  The  General  Synod  shall  examine  all  books  and  writings,  such 
as  catechisms,  forms  of  liturgy,  collections  of  hymns,  or  confessions 
of  faith,  proposed  by  the  special  Synods  for  public  use,  and  give 
their  well  considered  advice,  counsel  or  opinion  concerning  the  same. 
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No  Synod,  therefore,  aod  no  Ministerium,  standing  in  connexion 
with  the  General  Synod,  shall  set  forth  any  new  book  or  writing  of 
the  kind  above  mentioned,  for  public  use  in  the  church,  without 
having  previously  transmitted  a  full  and  complete  copy  thereof  to 
the  General  Synod,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  their  said  advice, 
counsel  or  opinion. 

2.  Whenever  the  General  Synod  shall  deem  it  proper  or  necessa¬ 
ry,  they  may  propose  to  the  special  Synods  or  Ministeriums,  new 
books  or  writings  of  the  kind  mentioned  above,  for  general  or  spe¬ 
cial,  public  use.  Every  proposal  of  the  kind,  the  several  or  res¬ 
pective  Synods  and  Ministeriums  shall  duly  consider,  and  if  they 
or  any  one  of  them,  shall  be  of  opinion,  that  the  said  book  or  books, 
writing  or  writings,  will  not  conduce  to  the  end  proposed,  then,  and 
in  such  a  case,  it  is  hoped,  that  the  reasons  of  such  opinion  will  be 
transmitted  to  the  next  convention  of  the  General  Synod,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  entered  on  their  journal. 

3.  But  no  General  Synod  can  be  allowed  to  possess,  or  arrogate 
unto  itself,  “  the  power  of  prescribing  among  us  uniform  ceremonies 
of  religion  for  every  part  of  the  Church  or  to  introduce  such  al¬ 
terations  in  matters  appertaining  to  the  faith,  or  to  the  mode  of  pub¬ 
lishing  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  (the  Son  of  God,  and  ground  of 
our  faith  and  hope)  as  might  in  any  way  tend  to  burden  the  con¬ 
sciences  of  the  brethren  in  Christ. 

Section  III.  If  hereafter  twenty-five  ministers,  dwelling  to¬ 
gether,  within  a  certain  marked  boundary,  fifteen  of  whom,  being 
ordained  ministers,  shall  apply  to  the  General  Synod  for  permission 
to  create  within  themselves  a  Special  Ministerium,  and  the  Syuod 
or  Ministerium  to  which  they  have  previously  belonged,  do  not, 
upon  due  notice  given  of  their  intention  so  to  apply,  make  auy  se¬ 
rious  or  important  objection,  then  the  General  Synod  shall  have 
power  to  grant  the  permission  ;  and  if  within  the  hounds  of  a  whole 
6tate  no  special  Synod  or  Ministerium  shall  vet  have  existed,  and 
six  ordained  ministers  residing  therein  shall  apply  for  permission  to 
create  within  themselves  a  special  Ministerium,  the  General  Synod 
shall  authorize  the  establishment  of  a  new  Synod  and  Ministerium 
within  the  said  state.  But  until  the  permission  or  authoritv  be  thus 
formally  conceded,  no  Deputies  of  a  new  Synod  or  Ministerium 
shall  be  acknowledged  to  have  a  seat  and  vote  in  the  General  Sy¬ 
nod. 

Section  IV.  With  regard  to  the  grades  in  the  Ministry,  {he 
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General  Synod  may  give  to  the  several  Ministcriums  well  consid¬ 
ered  advice,  wherein  the  circumstances  of  time,  place  and  condi¬ 
tion  must  be  duly  contemplated,  and  a  beneficial  uniformity,  and 
an  actual  equality  of  rank  among  the  several  ministers,  must,  as 
much  as  possible,  be  had  in  view.  The  General  Synod  shall  also 
advise  such  rules  and  regulations  among  the  several  Synods  and 
Ministeriums,  as  may  prevent  unpleasant  and  unfriendly  collisions, 
that  might  otherwise  arise  out  of  any  difference  of  grades  existing 
among  them,  or  from  any  whatever  other  possible  causes. 

Section  V.  The  General  Synod  shall  not  be  looked  upon  as  a 
Tribunal  of  Appeal  ;  it  may,  however,  be  employed  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  cases,  and  after  the  following  manner  : 

1.  The  General  Synod  may  give  advice  or  opinion,  when  com¬ 
plaints  shall  be  brought  before  them,  by  whole  Synods,  Ministeri¬ 
ums,  Congregations,  or  individual  Ministers,  concerning  doctrine  or 
discipline.  They  shall,  however,  be  extremely  careful,  that  the 
consciences  of  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  be  not  burdened  with  human 
inventions,  laws  or  devices,  aud  that  no  one  be  oppressed  by  rea¬ 
son  of  differences  of  opinion  on  non-fundamentd!  doctrines. 

2.  If  parties,  differing  in  matters  of  doctrine  and  discipline,  refer 
the  cause  of  difference,  in  a  brotherly  manner,  to  the  General  Sy¬ 
nod,  they  shall  institute  a  close  and  exact  scrutiny  and  examination 
thereof,  aud  give  their  opinion  on  the  subject  of  difference,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  best  insight  of  right,  equity,  brotherly  love,  and  truth. 

3.  If  difference  between  Synods  be  referred,  the  votes  thereon 
6hall  be  taken  by  Synods,  and  the  referring  Synods  shall  have  no 
vote. 

Section  VI.  The  General  Synod  may  devise  plans  for  semina¬ 
ries  of  education  aud  missionary  institutions,  as  well  as  for  the  aid 
of  poor  ministers,  and  the  widows  and  orphans  of  poor  ministers, 
and  endeavor,  with  the  help  of  God,  to  carry  them  into  effect. 

Section  VII.  The  General  Synod  may  also  institute  and  create 
a  treasury,  for  the  effectual  advancement  of  its  purposes. 

Section  VIII.  The  General  Synod  shall  apply  all  their  powers, 
their  prayers  aud  their  means,  towards  the  prevention  of  schisms 
among  us,  to  be  sedulously  and  incessantly  regardful  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  times,  and  of  every  casual  rise  and  progress  of  unity 
of  sentiment  among  Christians  in  general,  in  order  that  the  blessed 
opportunities  to  promote  concord  and  unity,  and  the  interest  of  the 
Redeemer’s  kingdom,  may  not  pass  by  neglected  and  unavailing. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

The  General  Synod  shall  choose,  from  among  their  own  number, 
a  president  and  a  secretary  ;  and  from  among  their  own  number,  or 
elsewhere,  as  soon  as  it  may  be  necessary,  a  treasurer.  They  shall 
continue  in  office  until  the  next  succeeding  convention.  The  same 
person  is  at  all  times  re-eligible  as  secretary  or  treasurer  ;  but  no 
one  may  be  elected  president  more  than  two  conventions  in  succes¬ 
sion,  and  the  same  person  cannot  thereafter  be  elected  for  the  two 
successively  following  conventions. 

Section  I.  The  president  shall  act  as  chairman  of  the  conven¬ 
tion.  He  may  make  motions,  give  his  opinion,  and  vote  like  eve¬ 
ry  other  member.  With  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  min¬ 
ister  of  the  place  where  the  convention  is  held,  he  shall  appoint  the 
several  preachers  during  the  convention.  He  shall  subscribe  all 
letters,  written  advices,  resolutions,  and  proceedings  of  the  Synod. 
In  extraordinary  cases,  and  by  request  of  any  one  of  the  acknow¬ 
ledged  Synods,  made  known  to  him  in  the  form  of  a  Synodical  or 
Ministerial  resolution,  he  may  call  together  special  conventions  of 
the  General  Synod.  In  case  the  business  of  the  secretary  become 
too  burdensome  for  one  person  to  execute,  he  shall,  with  the  con¬ 
currence  of  the  secretary,  appoint  an  assistant  secretary,  and  make 
known  to  him  what  portion  of  the  labors  he  ought  to  undertake. 

Section  II.  The  secretary  shall  keep  a  journal  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings,  write,  attest,  and  take  care  of  all  the  documents  and  writings, 
make  known  the  time  and  place  of  the  convention,  by  the  medium 
of  the  public  prints,  at  least  three  months  beforehand,  and,  in  the 
special  or  extraordinary  cases  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section, 
he  shall  give  written  notice  thereof  to  each  of  the  special  Synods 
or  Ministeriums. 

Section  III.  If  the  president  or  secretary,  in  the  intermediate 
time  between  the  conventions,  depart  this  life,  resign  his  office,  or 
become  incapable  of  executing  the  same,  the  next  in  office  shall 
take  his  place  and  perform  his  duties;  if  it  be  the  treasurer,  then 
the  president  shall  appoint  another  treasurer  ad  interim  in  his  stead. 

Section  IV.  The  treasurer  shall  keep  account  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  Synod.  He  shall  give  receipts  for  all  mo¬ 
nies  put  into  his  hands.  He  shall  not  pay  any  monies  out  of  his 
hands  but  by  order  of  the  president,  attested  by  the  secretary,  in 
pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Synod  to  that  effect.  At  every 
convention  of  the  Synod  he  shall  render  account. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

The  course  of  business  shall  be  conducted  as  follows,  viz  : 

1.  The  deputies  shall  give  personal  notice  of  their  arrival  to  the 
minister  of  the  place,  or  if  the  congregation  be  vacant  of  a  minister, 
to  auy  other  person  appointed  by  the  congregation  for  the  purpose, 
who  shall  make  known  to  them  their  place  of  residence  and  the 
place  where  the  sessions  shall  be  held. 

2.  At  nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  first  week-day  of  the 
time  of  convocation,  the  sessions  shall  begin  and  be  opened  with 
prayer. 

3.  The  president  elected  by  the  former  convention,  shall  act  as 
chairman  till  another  president  be  chosen.  In  case  of  his  absence, 
the  persons  present  may,  on  motion  made  and  seconded,  appoint  an¬ 
other  in  his  stead. 

4.  The  members  shall  give  in  to  the  chairman  their  attestations 
or  certificates.  For  all  the  deputies  from  any  one  particular  Synod, 
one  certificate,  signed  by  the  president  and  attested  by  the  secretary 
of  that  Synod,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient,  and  all  the  members  of 
the  same  Synod  shall  sit  together. 

5.  If  a  majority  of  the  deputies  of  a  majority  of  the  Synods  at¬ 
tached  to  the  General  Synod,  be  present,  the  business  shall  go  on. 
If  this  proportion  be  lacking,  the  members  present  may  from  time 
to  time  postpone  the  sessions  of  the  convention. 

6.  The  president,  secretary  and  treasurer  shall  be  elected  by  bal¬ 
lot,  on  the  first  day  of  the  sessions,  and  so  soon  as  the  members 
shall  have  given  in  their  certificates. 

7.  The  proceedings  of  the  former  convention  shall  be  read  by  the 
secretary. 

8.  Hereupon  follow  the  several  portions  of  business  according  to 
Article  3,  section  for  section. 

9.  Now  other  mixed  motions  may  be  made,  concerning  the  sub¬ 
jects  already  discussed,  or  any  other  matters  that  may  occur. 

10.  In  conclusion  the  General  Synod  shall  appoint,  by  ballot,  the 
time  and  place  of  the  next  convention,  observing  at  all  times,  how¬ 
ever,  that  one  convention  at  least,  be  held  every  three  years. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

The  General  Synod  may  make  whatever  by-laws  they  may  deem 
necessary,  provided  only,  that  the  said  by-laws  do  not  contradict 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution. 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

No  alteration  of  this  constitution  may  he  made  except  by  the  con¬ 
sent  of  two  thirds  of  the  Synods  attached  to  this  convention  ;  notice 
of  the  intended  alteration  having  been  given  to  the  said  Synods  at 
least  two  years  previous  to  the  fiual  adoption  thereof. 

Signed  October  24th,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1820. 


J.  G.  SCHMUCKER, 

GEO.  LOCHMAN, 
CHRISTIAN  ENDRESS, 

F.  TV.  GEISSENHAINER, 
H.  A.  MUHLENBERG,  ' 
CHR.  KUNKEL, 

WM.  HENSEL, 

PETER  ST1CHTER, 


Of  Pennsylvania. 


PH.  F.  MAYER, 

F.  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
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Of  New- York. 


GOTTL.  SCHOBER, 
PETER  SCHMUCKER, 
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Of  North  Carolina. 


DAVID  KURTZ,  ) 

I).  F.  SCHAEFFER,  ' 

GEO.  SCHRYOCK,  S 


Of  Maryland. 
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SEVENTH  SESSION 


OF  THE 

GENERAL SYNOD 

OF  THE 

EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  clerical  and  lay  representatives  from  the  District 
Synods  constituting  this  body,  assembled  at  Baltimore,  Md., 
on  Saturday,  Oct.  26,  1833.  In  the  evening  divine  service 
was  held  in  the  lecture  room  of  the  English  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church.  Rev.  David  Eyster,  of  the  Hartvvick 
Synod,  preached  from  Hebrews  ii.  3. 

On  Sabbath  morning,  Rev.  David  F.  Schaeffer,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Synod,  delivered  a  discourse  in  the  English 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  from  Rom.  i.  16.  In  the  af¬ 
ternoon  the  Synod  united  with  the  congregation  in  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  Lord’s  supper,  and  an  address  was  delivered 
on  the  occasion  by  Rev.  Professor  Krafth,  of  the  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  at  Gettysburgh.  In  the  evening  another 
discourse  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Doct.  S.  S.  Schmucker, 
of  the  Theological  Seminary,  from  Revelation  St.  John  xivs 
13.  In  the  German  Reformed  Church,  Rev  Prof.  Krauti* 
preached  in  the  morning,  from  Luke  xviii.  10 — 14.  And  in. 
the  evening,  a  discourse  was  delivered  at  the  same  place,  by 
Rev.  J.  Oswald,  of  the  Synod  of  West-Pennsylvania,  from 
Ephesians  i.  7. 
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Evan.  Luth.  Church,  Baltimore,  ^ 
Monday ,  October  28,  9  o’clock ,  Ji.  M.  ^ 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Doct.  Kurtz, 
of  Baltimore. 

From  the  Minutes  of  the  District  Synods,  and  other  cre¬ 
dentials,  it  appeared  that  the  following  persons  were  entitled 
to  seats  as  members  of  the  General  Synod,  viz  : 

From  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina. 

Rev.  H.  Graeber,  P.  Barringer,  Esq. 

C.  Melchor,  Esq. 

Synod  of  Maryland. 

Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  H.  Nixdorf,  Esq. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Morris,  J.  Medtart,  Esq. 

Synod  of  West-Pennsylvania. 

Rev.  Doct.  J.  G.  Schmucker,  F.  Smith,  Esq. 

Rev.  F.  Heyer,  G.  A.  Morris,  Esq. 

Rev.  J.  Oswald,  Doct.  D.  Gilbert. 

Hartwick  Synod  of  New-  York. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Lintner,  W.  C.  Bouck,  Esq. 

Rev.  D.  Eyster,  J.  C.  Moeller,  Esq. 

Rev.  Doct.  Kurtz,  Rev.  J.  N.  Hoffman,  and  B.  Kurtz, 
of  the  Synod  of  Maryland,  Rev.  Doct.  S.  S.  Schmucker, 
of  the  Synod  of  West-Pennsylvania,  Rev.  Prof.  Iyrauth, 
and  Mr.  Schrack,  of  the  Synod  of  East-Pennsylvania,  ap¬ 
peared,  and  were  admitted  as  advisory  members. 

The  Synod  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  ;  and 
on  canvassing  the  votes,  it  appeared  that  the  following  breth¬ 
ren  were  duly  elected,  viz  : 

Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  President. 

Rev  G.  A.  Lintner,  Secretary. 

C.  A.  Morris,  Esq.  Treasurer. 

Rev.  B.  Kurtz,  editor  of  the  Lutheran  Observer,  having 
asked  permission  to  take  notes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Sy¬ 
nod  during  the  present  session,  it  was 
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Resolved,  That  the  request  of  Rev.  Mr.  Kurtz  be  granted, 
and  that  he  be  invited  to  take  his  seat  at  the  Secretary’s 

table. 

Rev.  Mr.  Ungerer  and  Mr.  Lehman,  from  the  United 
Evangelical  Church,  of  Washington  city,  were  admitted  as 
advisory  members  of  the  Synod. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  General  Synod,  convened  at 
Frederick,  Md.,  in  October,  1831,  were  then  read  by  the 
Secretary,  and  approved  by  the  Synod. 

The  Minutes  of  the  several  District  Synods  were  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  President  and  Secretary,  and  referred  to  the 
following  committees,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  viz  : 

Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina , — Rev.  Doct. 
Kurtz,  Rev.  F.  Heyer,  and  H.  Nixdorf,  Esq. 

Synod  of  Maryland , — Rev.  Doct.  Schmucker,  Rev.  J.  G. 
Morris,  and  F.  Smith,  Esq. 

Synod  of  West-Pennsylvania , — Rev.  D.  Eyster,  C.  A. 
Morris,  and  J.  Medtart,  Esq. 

Synod  of  Hartwick, — Rev.  Prof.  Schmucker,  Rev.  Prof. 
Krauth,  and  Doct.  Gilbert. 

Synod  of  New-York, — Rev.  B.  Kurtz,  J.  Oswald,  and  Mr. 
Schrack. 

Synod  of  Ohio , — Rev.  J.  N.  Hoffman,  B.  Kurtz,  and  D. 
Eyster. 

Synod  of  East- Pennsylvania, — Rev.  Doct.  Kurtz,  F. 
Heyer,  and  H.  Nixdorf,  Esq. 

Synod  of  South  Carolina , — Rev.  Prof.  Schmucker,  Rev. 
Prof.  Krauth,  and  Doct.  Gilbert. 

Synod  of  Virginia , — Rev.  J.  N.  Hoffman,  J.  G.  Morris, 
and  J.  Medtart. 

The  Minutes  of  the  “  Independent  German  Reformed  Sy¬ 
nod  of  Pennsylvania,”  and  of  the  “Tennessee  Conference,” 
were  also  presented  and  distributed  among  the  members  of 
the  Synod. 

Synod  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  3  o’clock,  P.  M. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Oswald. 
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Monday ,  October  28,  3  o'clock,  P.  Jlf. 

Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Prayer  by  Rev, 
Mr.  Eyster. 

Rev.  Prof.  Krauth,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  ex-* 
amine  the  proceedings  of  the  Hartwick  Synod,  in  New-York, 
reported  as  follows,  viz  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of 

Hartwick,  beg  leave  to 

Report: 

That  a  careful  examination  of  the  Minutes  of  that  body,  convened  at 
Schoharie,  on  the  20th  of  October,  1832,  and  several  succeeding  days, 
presents  the  following  facts  : — The  number  of  ministers  present  was 
eight.  The  officers  elected  were,  Rev.  G.  A.  Lintner,  President, 
Rev.  J.  D.  Lawyer,  Secretary,  and  Rev.  P.  Wieting,  Treasurer,  The 
parochial  reports,  which  are  very  full,  furnish  the  following  results  : — 
Baptisms  of  infants,  613;  adults,  97;  confirmations,  1,051;  admitted, 
29;  communicants,  3,537;  Sunday  schools,  10;  number  of  teachers, 
19;  scholars,  546. 

It  appears  that  the  Synod  of  Hartwick  has  established  depositories  of 
Lutheran  publications,  and  particularly  of  the  books  of  the  General 
Synod.  The  Hymn  Book  of  the  General  Synod  has  been  introduced 
and  extensively  circulated  in  the  churches  under  its  care.  The  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  Hartwick  Seminary  states,  that  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  theological  students  of  that  institution,  which  was  attended 
by  the  committee,  was  very  gratifying  ;  that  there  were  eight  students 
in  the  theological  department,  and  that  they  were  very  active  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  interests  of  religion. 

A  resolution  was  passed,  recommending  to  the  General  Synod  the 
publication  of  a  correct  and  complete  Life  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  last  General  Synod  were  exanrjped  and  re¬ 
ported  upon  by  a  committee  of  the  Synod,  and  regarded  with  high  ap¬ 
probation. 

It  was  resolved  by  the  Synod  to  form  itself  into  a  Sunday  School 
Union,  auxiliary  to  the  Union  of  the  General  Synod. 

Two  candidates  were  ordained  as  ministers  of  the  gospel. 

It  is  very  apparent  from  the  minutes  of  this  body,  that  all  its  members 
are  very  active  and  warmly  devoted  to  the  General  Synod,  and  that 
their  congregations  are  in  a  highly  flourishing  condition.  The  large 
accession  of  communicant  members,  as  reported,  viz.  1,051  during  the 
year,  indicates  the  presence  of  the  Great  Redeemer  in  their  midst,  to  a 
degree  calculated  to  excite  the  most  delightful  emotions,  and  produce 
the  conviction  that  their  course  is  onward. 

C.  P.  KRAUTH, 

S.  S.  SCHMUCKER, 

D.  GILBERT. 

Resolved,  Thai  the  report  be  accepted. 

Rev.  Doct.  Kurtz,  from  the  committee  to  examine  the 
proceedings  of  the  Synods  of  East-Pennsylvania  and  North 
Carolina,  submitted  the  following  report,  viz; 


^The  committee  to  tvhom  were  referred  the  Minutes  of  the  Synods  of 

East-Pennsylvania  and  North  Carolina, 

Report: 

That  the  Synod  of  East-Pennsylvahia  was  held  in  the  year  1832,  at 
Womelsdorf,  Berks  county.  The  Synod  consists  of  50  ministers,  30 
of  Whom  were  present  at  said  meeting1.  The  parochial  reports  are  as 
follows: — Congregations,  162:  baptisms,  4,324;  confirmations,  1,855  ^ 
communicants,  21,195  ;  schools,  167. 

Two  applicants  for  license  were  received  as  candidates,  and  a  mis¬ 
sionary  was  appointed  by  the  Synod  to  labor  in  the  congregation  of 
Sunbury,  Pa. 

The  Synod  of  1833  assembled  at  Pottsgrove,  on  the  festival  of  the 
Trinity,  and  continued  in  session  for  several  days.  Thirty-two  ordain¬ 
ed  ministers  and  four  candidates  were  present  at  this  meeting :  eighteen 
ininisters  were  absent.  The  officers  chosen  at  this  meeting  are,  Rev. 
Mr.  Baker,  President,  Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  Secretary,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Ulrich, 
Treasurer.  The  number  of  congregations  reported  at  this  meeting  is 
191;  baptisms,  4,568 ;  confirmations,  2,442;  communicants,  23,242; 
schools,  159. 

A  resolution  was  adopted,  expressive  of  the  sentiments  and  feelings 
of  the  Synod,  in  consequence  of  the  lamented  death  of  their  esteemed 
fellow  laborer,  the  Rev.  C.  Jaeger. 

Four  applicants  received  licenses,  and  four  candidates  were  ordained 
as  ministers  of  the  gospel. 

The  Synod  of  North  Carolina  held  its  session  of  1832  in  St.  Paul’s 
church,  Lincoln  county,  on  the  16th  of  May,  and  several  succeeding 
days.  The  Synod  consists  of  eight,  ministers,  five  of  whom  attended 
this  meeting.  In  the  bounds  of  the  Synod  are  a  number  of  vacant  con¬ 
gregations,  who  appear  very  desirous  of  obtaining  ministers,  and  the 
Synod  expresses  its  regret  that  they  cannot  be  supplied.  The  consti¬ 
tution  recommended  by  the  General  Synod  for  District  Synods,  was 
adopted  at  this  meeting  with  some  amendments,  suited  to  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  Synods 

The  Synod  of  1833  was  held  on  the  2d  of  May,  in  Guilford  county* 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Graeber  was  chosen  President,  Rev.  Mr.  Artzt  Secreta¬ 
ry,  and  Rev.  T.  Lentz  Treasurer.  The  parochial  reports  are  as  follows: 
Baptisms,  411:  confirmations,  144;  communicants,  1,994;  Sunday 
schools,  2. 

Rev.  Mr.  Graeber,  P.  Barringer,  and  C.  Melchor,  Esq.,  were  ap¬ 
pointed  delegates  from  this  Synod  to  the  General  Synod. 

The  Rev.  President  was  requested  to  address  a  Pastoral  Letter  to 
the  churches  in  connexion  with  this  body. 

Several  conferences  were  also  appointed  to  be  held  within  the  bounds 
Of  the  Synod. 

The  Missionary  Society  of  this  Synod  held  its  annual  meeting  on 
the  4th  of  May,  during  the  session  of  the  Synod,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  make  arrangements  for  supplying  the  destitute  congrega¬ 
tions  belonging  to  the  Synod  with  missionaries. 

The  next  meeting  of  this  body  is  to  be  held  in  St.  Paul’s  church, 
Wythe  county,  on  the  last  Sabbath  in  May. 

D.  KURTZ, 

F.  HEYER, 

II.  NIXDORF* 


Resolved ,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 
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Rev.  B.  Kurtz,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  re¬ 
ferred  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  New-York,  presented 
the  following  report: 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  on  the  Minutes  of  the 
Thirty-Seventh  Session  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of 
the  State  of  New-York,  & c., 

Report:  • 

That  the  Synod  convened  pursuant  to  a  postponoment,  by  the  Rev, 
President,  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  the  malignant  cholera, 
in  the  city  of  Albany,  at  the  time  specified  in  Resolution  17  of  the! 
last  Synod  ;  12  ordained  ministers,  and  2  Licentiates,  were  present  at 
the  meeting.  The  officers  of  the  Synod,  are  Rev,  Doct.  Wackerhagen, 
President ;  Rev.  J.  Berger,  Secretary ;  Rev.  H.  N.  Pohlman,  Treas¬ 
urer.  The  whole  number  of  ministers  belonging  to  the  Synod  is  22, 
Of  these,  14  presented  their  parochial  reports,  from  which  it  appears, 
that  they  baptised  767  infants,  and  30  adults,  confirmed  222,  admitted 
to  communion  2,398.  Sunday  schools,  10  ;  teachers,  12. 

From  these  minutes,  it  also  appears,  that  during  the  past  year,  it 
pleased  our  Heavenly  Father  to  call  to  his  rest,  the  Rev.  Senior  of  the 
Ministerium,  F.  H.  Quitman,  D.  D.  And  it  was  resolved,  that  the 
Synod  express  their  deep  condolence  with  the  family  of  the  deceased, 
and  their  high  estimation  of  his  character  and  services,  and  that  the 
Rev.  Presideht  be  requested  to  furnish  a  biographical  sketch  of  the  de¬ 
ceased  for  publication  in  the  Minutes. 

It  was  further  resolved,  that  Rev.  Doct.  Geissenhainer  of  New-York 
city,  be  henceforth  honored  as  Senior  of  the  Ministerium.  A  Mission¬ 
ary  and  Education  committee  was  appointed,  which  is  to  go  into  ope¬ 
ration  according  to  a  plan  previously  adopted  by  the  Synod.  Your 
committee  rejoice  in  this  act  of  the  Synod,  and  hail  it  as  the  harbinger 
of  good  things. 

At  the  Ministerial  Session,  the  licences  of  two  candidates  were 
renewed,  the  one  indefinitely,  and  the  other  till  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Synod. 

B.  KURTZ, 

J.  OSWALD, 

C.  SCHRACK. 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Morris,  from  the  committee  to  examine  the 
Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Maryland,  reported  as  follows, 
viz : 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  on  the  proceedings  of 
the  Synod  of  Maryland,  beg  leave  to  state: 

That  in  the  Minutes  of  1831,  mention  is  made  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  religious  paper,  devoted  to  the  interests  of  our  church,  en¬ 
titled  the  “Lutheran  Observer.”  Three  works  entitled  “Catechumen 
and  Communicant’s  Companion.”  The  translation  of  “Arndts  Wa- 
hres  Christenthum,”  and  a  Collection  of  Texts  of  Scripture,  dis¬ 
proving  Popery,  are  recommended  to  the  patronage  of  the  Lutheran 
community. 
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In  the  Minutes  of  1332,  the  Synod  expresses  its  disapprobation  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Winder,  who  does  not  conform  to  our  ecclesiastical 
usages,  and  pursues  measures  calculated  to  foster  fanaticism.  He  was 
formerly  a  minister  of  the  German  Methodist,  or  United  Brethren 
Church,  and  has  since  the  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  1832,  also  aban¬ 
doned  our  communion. 

In  the  Minutes  of  1833,  the  President  reports  the  flourishing  condi¬ 
tion  of  those  churches  who  are  at  present  supplied  with  pastors. 
There  are  now  several  vacant  congregations  in  the  Synod,  Sharps- 
burgh,  Taneytown,  and  Winchester,  but  which  it  is  expected,  will 
shortly  be  supplied. 

There  were,  at  the  last  meeting  of  this  body,  17  ministers  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  it. 

The  “  Lutheran  Observer”  and  “Lutheran  Preacher,”  were  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  support  of  our  people  generally. 

In  his  report,  the  President  expresses  it  as  his  opinion,  that  when¬ 
ever  a  Church  connected  with  a  Synod,  calls  a  minister  connected  with 
another,  he  as  a  matter  of  course  becomes  a  member  of  that  Synod* 
with  which  his  church  is  connected.  As  there  is  a  difference  of  opin¬ 
ion  on  this  subject,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  introduce  it  to  this 
body  for  consideration. 

The  Education  and  Missionary  Society  is  mentioned  as  being  pro¬ 
ductive  of  great  good  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod.  It  now  sup¬ 
ports  four  young  men  at  the  Gettsburgh  Seminary. 

The  President  mentions  the  gratifying  fact,  that  a  late  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  in  Frederick,  Mr.  Scholl,  has  bequeathed  $500 
to  the  Seminary. 

The  committee  recommend  the  following  Resolution: 

Resolved,  That  such  examples  of  benevolence  are  worthy  of  imita¬ 
tion  by  all  the  friends  of  our  church,  whom  Providence  hath  blessed 
with  an  abundance  of  the  goods  of  this  world. 

The  officers  of  this  Synod  are,  Rev.  Mr.  Wachter,  President;  Rev. 
J.  Medtart,  Secretary;  Rev.  J.  G.  Morris,  Treasurer. 

The  parochial  reports  are  as  follows,  viz} 

Congregations,  48;  baptisms,  1345;  confirmations,  552;  communi¬ 
cants,  4756.  The  license  of  1  candidate  was  renewed  at  the  last  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Ministerium. 

J.  G.  MORRIS, 

J.  G.  SCHMUCKER, 

F.  SMITH. 

Resolved.  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

It  was  then  stated  to  the  Synod,  that  inconveniences  and 
difficulties  had  arisen  in  some  parts  of  the  church,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  ministers  and  congregations  not  uniting  with 
the  respective  District  Synods  within  whose  bounds  they 
are  located,  and  an  appeal  having  been  made  to  the  Synod* 
whether  such  a  course  of  proceeding  was  proper  and  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  rules  of  our  constitution  ;  a  lengthy  and  ani¬ 
mated  debate  ensued. 
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After  the  brethren  had  fully  expressed  their  views  On  this 
important  subject,  it  was  on  motion  of  the  Secretary, 
Resolved ,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Dis- 
trict  Synods  in  connexion  with  this  body  to  adopt  a  uniform 
rule,  requiring  ministers  and  congregations  to  unite  with 
the  respective  Synods  within  whose  bounds  they  may  be 
located. 

Doct.  D.  Gilbert,  from  the  committee  to  examine  the 
Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina,  presented  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report,  viz  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Minutes  of  the  “  Evangelical 

Lutheran  Synod  of  South  Carolina,  and  adjoining  states,”  beg 

leave  to 
Report, 

That  this  active  and  truly  evangelical  member  of  the  Lutheran 
household  of  faith,  held  its  Eighth  Session  at  Sandy  Run,  Lexington 
District,  South  Carolina,  ,jn  December  1831  ;  at  which  meeting,  were 
present  6  ordained  ministers,  and  1  licensed  candidate ;  whole  num¬ 
ber  of  ordained  ministers  then  belonging  to  the  Synod,  8.  Officers, 
Rev.  J.  Sachman,  President;  Rev.  S.  A.  Mealy,  Secretary;  Rev.  G. 
Dreher,  Treasurer. 

The  ninth  annual  meeting  of  this  Synod  was  held  in  December, 
1832,  at  Orangeburgh  District,  South  Carolina;  and  was  attended  by 
6  ordained  ministers,  1  licensed  candidate  and  3  licensed  students  of 
divinity;  whole  number  of  ordained  ministers,  7.  During  the  last  two 
years,  the  Synod  has  been  severely  afflicted  by  death.  The  Great 
Shepherd  visited,  and  took  from  them  four  of  their  members,  viz: — 
Rev.  Messrs.  Wingard,  Schwartz,  Bergman  and  Dreher. 

Your  committee  state  with  much  pleasure,  that  this  Synod  has 
adopted  the  form  of  Church  Discipline  recommended  by  the  General 
Synod. 

In  the  Minutes  of  1831,  we  find  the  following  proceeding  relative  to 
the  General  Synod: 

“Whereas  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
has  existed  for  several  years,  and  whereas  this  Synod,  approves  of  a 
General  Union  of  the  Lutheran  churches  in  the  United  States,  there¬ 
fore;  Resolved ,  That  the  President  of  this  Synod  be  authorised  to  open 
a  correspondence  with  the  President  of  the  General  Synod,  and  pro¬ 
cure  from  him  the  constitution,  and  all  the  proceedings  of  that  body, 
at  as  early  a  date  as  practicable  ;  that  each  Minister  consult  his  con*- 
gregation,  and  ascertain  their  views  on  the  subject  of  a  connexion  with 
the  General  Synod,  and  that  the  subject  be  considered  at  an  early  day, 
the  next  meeting  of  this  body. 

From  the  Minutes  of  1832,  it  appears,  that  the  President  received 
the  desired  information,  and  communicated  it  to  the  Synod ;  where¬ 
upon  it  was  Resolved ,  That  the  question  touching  the  expediency  of 
this  Synod  attaching  itself  to  the  General  Synod,  be  deferred  to  our 
next  meeting. 
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At  their  meeting  in  1331,  they  took  favorable  notice  of  the  Cate¬ 
chumens  and  Communicant’s  Companion,  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
prepare  an  English  Catechism,  based  upon  the  doctrines  of  the  Augs- 
burgh  Confession. 

The  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Synod,  commenced  under  cheer¬ 
ing  prospects,  but  was  impeded  in  its  progress,  by  the  bereavement  of 
its  well  qualified  and  devoted  Professor,  Rev.  J.  G.  Schwartz.  They, 
however  organized  the  Board  of  Directors ;  located  the  Seminary  at 
Lexington  village,  and  prepared  some  of  the  students  for  immediate  use¬ 
fulness  in  the  Vineyard  of  the  Lord,  under  the  direction  of  ordained 
ministers  appointed  by  the  Synod. 

From  the  parochial  reports,  it  appears,  that  they  have  under  their 
care  27  congregations,  in  which,  during  the  two  past  years,  736  infants 
were  baptised,  490  persons  confirmed  and  1750  admitted  to  the  Lord’s 
Supper.  5  new  churches  have  been  dedicated  to  the  service  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God.  At  their  session  of  1331,  5  students  were  licensed  to 
preach  the  gospel.  In  1832,  1  candidate  was  ordained,  1  student  was 
licensed  to  preach,  and  3  to  exhort  under  the  care  and  direction  of 
ministers. 

The  members  of  the  Synod  are  also  actively  engaged  in  the  cause 
of  missions.  Confernce  meetings  are  frequently  held  by  them.  Sab¬ 
bath  schools  and  other  benevolent  operations  of  the  day,  are  com- 
mendably  encouraged,  and  it  must  indeed  be  gratifying  to  the  friends 
of  our  cause,  to  perceive  from  all  the  proceedings  of  our  brethren  of 
South  Carolina  that  they  are  so  zealous  and  efficient  in  promoting  the 
welfare  of  that  interesting  portion  of  our  beloved  Zion. 

D.  GILBERT, 

S.  S.  SCHMUCKER, 

C.  P.  KRAUTH. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

Rev.  J.  N.  Hoffman,  from  the  committee  to  consider  and 
report  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Synod  of  Virginia,  sub¬ 
mitted  the  following  report,  viz  : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of 

Virginia,  beg  leave  to  state, 

That  from  an  examination  of  said  Minutes,  it  appears,  that  the  last 
annual  meeting  of  the  Synod  was  held  at  St.  John’s  Church,  Augusta 
county,  Va.,  on  the  20th  of  October,  1832.  This  meeting  was  at¬ 
tended  by  6  ordained  ministers  and  7  laymen  as  representatives  from 
congregations.  1  applicant  for  license  was  received,  and  it  was  re¬ 
solved  to  ordain  a  candidate  by  a  special  meeting  of  the  Ministerium, 
in  his  own  congregation.  The  parochial  reports,  though  considerably 
imperfect,  are  as  follows  : 

Number  of  congregations,  24;  baptisms,  468;  confirmations,  184; 
communicants,  1976.  The  officers  of  the  Synod  are,  Rev.  M.  Meyer- 
hoefter,  President ;  Rev.  D.  J.  Hauer,  Secretary ;  Rev.  J.  P.  Dagey, 

*  Treasurer. 

J.  N.  HOFFMAN, 

C.  A.  MORRIS, 

J.  MEDTART. 


Resolved,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 
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The  Rev.  Mr.  Ryser,  from  the  Synod  of  Maryland,  ap¬ 
peared,  and  was  admitted  as  an  advisory  member. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow,  at  9  o’clock,  A.  M. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  F.  IIeyer. 

Divine  service  was  held  this  evening  in  the  church.  Ser¬ 
mon  by  the  Secretary,  from  Eccl.  ix.  10. 

Tuesday ,  Oct.  29,  9  o’clock ,  A.  J\I. 

Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Prayer  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Ungerer. 

Rev.  S.  Oswald,  of  the  Synod  of  Virginia,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Dreyer,  editor  of  the  “  Evangelical  Journal,”  York, 
Pa.,  and  Mr.  Waltz,  of  Baltimore,  were  admitted  as  ad¬ 
visory  members. 

Some  of  the  brethren  having  expressed  their  views  on 
the  importance  of  encouraging  the  “  Lutheran  Observer” 
and  promoting  the  interests  of  the  church,  by  giving  it  a 
more  liberal  support  and  extensive  circulation;  it  was  on 
motion  of  Rev.  J.  G.  Morris, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  devise  meas¬ 
ures  for  extending  the  circulation  of  the  Lutheran  Observer, 
under  the  auspicies  of  the  Synod. 

Rev.  Doct.  J.  G.  Schmucker,  Rev.  D.  Eyster,  J.  N.  Hoff¬ 
man,  F.  Smith,  H.  Nixdorf,  and  J.  Mcdtart,  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Dreyer,  editor  of  the  Evangelical  Jour¬ 
nal,  being  desirous  of  receiving  the  countenance  and  support 
of  the  Synod  in  continuing  his  publication,  the  subject  was 
referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  J.  Oswald  and 
Messrs.  Gilbert  and  G.  A.  Morris. 

Rev.  N,  W.  Geortner,  from  the  Synod  of  Hartwick, 
appeared  and  was  admitted  as  an  advisory  member. 

Rev.  Doct.  S.  S.  Schmucker,  from  the  standing  commit¬ 
tee  on  the  Hymn  Book,  &c.,  presented  the  following  report, 
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The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  1827  to  contract  with  print¬ 
ers  for  the  publication  of  the  Hymn  Book,  to  superintend  the  sale  of 

the  successive  editions,  k, c.,  beg  leave  to 

Report: 

I.  That  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  the  last  General  Synod,  they 
have  had  the  Hymn  Book  published  in  an  8vo  form,  with  the  Liturgy. 
They  contracted  with  Messrs.  Lucas  and  Deaver  of  Baltimore,  for  an 
edition  of  2,000  copies,  on  which  the  Synod  receives  a  premium  of  12$ 
cents  per  copy,  whilst  those  gentleman  incurred  all  the  risk  and  ex¬ 
penditure  connected  with  the  publication.  The  committee  would  in¬ 
form  the  Synod,  that  the  sale  of  this  work  has  been  a  heavy  one,  and 
that  a  few  hundred  copies  only  have  as  yet  been  sold. 

IT.  For  the  Catechism  of  the  General  Synod,  the  committee  contract¬ 
ed  with  the  same  gentlemen  for  an  edition  of  4,000  copies,  of  which 
2,650  have  been  sold,  and  the  demand  is  increasing.  The  Synod  re¬ 
ceive  a  premium  of  2  cents  per  copy  on  this  work,  whilst  it  is  sold  at 
the  reduced  price  of  12$  cents,  retail. 

III.  The  new  selection  of  German  Hymns,  contemplated  by  the  last 
Synod,  and  committed  to  the  discretion  of  the  committee,  has  been 
stereotyped  and  is  now  in  the  press.  The  plates  and  blocks  cost  nearly 
$400,  for  the  payment  of  which  the  money  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee.  The  prefits  of  the  Synod  on  this  book,  will  depend  on  the 
price  fixed  upon  it  by  the  Synod,  and  the  committee  would  recommend 
that  it  be  50  cents,  retail. 

IV.  The  committee  would  also  inform  the  Synod,  that  they  have,  at 
the  reiterated  and  general  request  of  the  brethren,  reduced  the  price  of 
the  smaller  Hymn  Book  to  62$  cents  retail.  Of  the  smaller  edition, 
about  5,000  copies  have  teen  sold  since  the  meeting  of  the  last  Synod, 
and  the  premium  of  the  Synod  is  20  cents  per  copy.  But  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  different  depositories,  and  necessary  reduction  to  large 
purchasers,  necessarily  consumes  a  portion  of  the  profits. 

V.  Depositories  have  been  established  in  South  Carolina,  North 
Carolina,  West-PennsyTvania,  Philadelphia,  New-York,  and  one  will 
shortly  be  located  at  Pittsburgh,  to  meet  the  increasing  demand  from 
the  West. 

VI.  The  money  now  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  is  $8C0  ;  $400  of 
which  will  be  required  to  pay  for  the  plates  of  the  German  Hymn  Book, 
and  the  residue  remains  to  defray  the  expenses  of  delegates  from  the 
District  Synods,  to  publish  the  Minutes,  and  to  meet  any  other  object 
contemplated  by  the  General  Synod. 

VII.  The  committee  ask  the  opinion  of  the  Synod  as  to  the  expedi¬ 
ency  of  publishing  an  edition  of  the  small  Hymn  Book,  on  inferior  pa¬ 
per,  to  be  sold  at  less  than  62$  cents. 

They  would  also  state,  that  the  desire  of  having  the  remainder  of 
our  Formula  of  Government  and  Discipline  annexed  to  our  smaller 
Hymn  Book,  has  frequently  been  expressed,  and  as  it  would  not  visibly 
increase  the  size  of  the  book,  but  would  tend  very  much  to  give  general 
publicity  to  the  principles  of  the  General  Synod,  and  the  government 
of  District  Synods,  the  addition  would  probably  be  hio-hly  useful. 

S.  S.  SCHMUCKER, 

J.  G.  MORRIS. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted  by  the  Synod  in  relation  to  the  subjects  em¬ 
braced  in  it. 
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On  motion  of  the  Secretary, 

I.  Resolved,  That  Rev.  Prof.  Schmucker  and  C.  A.  Mor¬ 
ris,  Esq.  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  Messrs.  Lucas  and 
Deaver,  in  relation  to  any  difficulties  or  losses  which  they 
may  have  sustained  in  the  sale  of  the  large  Hymn  Book. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  F.  Heyer, 

II.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  committee  be  authorised  to 
proceed  with  the  publication  of  the  German  Hymn  Book,  as 
contemplated  in  their  report,  and  that  the  retail  price  be  fixed 
at  50  cents. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Doct.  J.  G.  Schmucker, 

III.  Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  Formula  for  the 
Government  and  Discipline  of  the  Church  be  stereotyped, 
and  added  to  the  small  Hymn  Book. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  at  3  o’clock,  P.  M.  Prayer  by 
Rev.  B.  Kurtz. 


Tuesday,  October  29,  3  o’ clocli,  P.  M. 

Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Prayer  by  Rev. 

Prof.  Krauth. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  the  United  States,  was  then  read  by  Rev.  J.  G. 
Morris,  as  follows : 

In  presenting  their  fourth  report  to  your  reverend  body,  the  Board  of 
Directors  would  express  their  most  ardent  gratitude  to  the  great  Head 
£)f  the  Church  for  the  manifest  favor  with  which  he  has  crowned  our 
infant  school  of  the  prophets.  It  was  with  a  view  to  promote  his  glory 
that  this  institution  was  founded,  and  he  has  condescended  to  take  it 
under  his  fostering  care,  and  to  prosper  it  beyond  our  most  sanguine 
, expectations.  The  Lord  has  done  great  things  for  us,  for  which  our 
hearts  would  praise  him.  The  guardian  care  which  our  exalted  Sa¬ 
viour  has  exhibited  towards  the  Seminary  of  the  General  Synod,  en¬ 
courages  your  Board  to  commit  themselves  and  this  institution  into  the 
same  kind  hands  in  future,  and  we  feel  assured  that  he  will  finish  what 
lie  has  commenced. 

Your  Board  have  regularly  attended  at  the  semi-annual  examinations 
of  the  students,  and  can  state,  that  the  examinations  evinced  not  only 
the  eminent  qualifications  of  our  professors  to  impart  instruction  in 
every  thing  that  is  necessary  to  render  men  able  ministers  of  the  New 
Testament,  but  also  satisfied  us  that  our  young  brethren  were  industri¬ 
ous  in  the  prosecution  of  their  studies  ;  and  their  progress  in  knowledge 
and  ability  to  answer,  inspire  us  with  confidence  that  the  Church  w  ill 
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riot  be  disappointed  in  looking  to  the  Seminary  for  pious  and  efficient 
ministers  of  the  gospel. 

Since  our  last  report,  many  waste  places  in  our  beloved  Zion  have 
been  rendered  glad  by  the  aid  which  they  received  from  the  Seminary. 
The  following  young  gentlemen  have  left  our  institution  within  the  last 
two  years,  and  have,  witli  but  two  or  three  exceptions,  already  entered 
the  field,  and  are  laboring  with  zeal  and  success  in  the  church,  viz  : — 
Fuchs,  Hesbert,  Ulrich,  Hoover,  Skull,  Oswald,  Sahm,  Babb,  Neiser, 
Hoffman,  Rizer,  Lighter,  Goertner,  Ring,  and  Moller.- 

Within  the  last  two  years  there  have  not  been  so  many  students  in 
immediate  connection  with  the  Seminary  as  before,-  The  reason  is 
this  :  many  young  gentlemen,  who  are  designed  for  the  ministry  in  our 
church,  have  resolved  to  go  through  a  full  course  in  Pennsylvania  col¬ 
lege,  and  hence  their  entrance  into  the  Seminary  will  be  delayed  for 
several  years.  The  number  of  students  in  immediate  connection  with 
our  theological  institution  has  been,  at  an  average,  about  twenty  ;  but 
the  whole  number  of  young  men  who  have  a  view  to  the  ministry  in  our 
church,  and  who  are  either  in  the  Seminary,  or  pursuing  their  prepara¬ 
tory  studies  in  connection  wTith  the  college,  is  about  sixty. 

The  Seminary  building,  which  was  in  its  incipient  state  when  the 
Board  made  their  last  report,  has  since  been  finished  according  to  con¬ 
tract  ;  and  it  exhibits  a  proud  monument  of  the  liberality  and  zeal  of 
the  Lutheran  church,  to  promote  an  enlightened  education  of  those 
who  are  to  lead  on  the  hosts  of  the  Lord,  against  the  enemies  of  the 
truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  The  library  has  beefi  removed  into  the  new 
edifice.  The  room  prepared  for  it,  is  a  fine  capacious  apartment ;  the 
books,  amounting  to  about  7,000  volumes,  are  classified  and  handsome¬ 
ly  arranged  in  their  appropriate  alcoves  ;  they  present  a  very  handsome 
appearance,  and  give  ample  testimony  to  the  indefatigable  labor  and 
good  taste  of  our  late  librarian,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hazelius.  The  Board 
feels  much  indebted  to  him  for  the  trouble  he  had  in  removing  and  ar¬ 
ranging  the  books  of  the  Seminary. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  in  the  fall  of  1832,  it  was  resolved  to 
build  two  dwelling  houses  for  our  professors,  one  on  either  side  of  the 
Seminary.  The  houses  were  contracted  for,  and  commenced  in  the 
spring.  The  one  intended  for  Dr.  Schmucker,  jun.,  is  now  finished  \ 
the  other,  which  was  intended  for  Dr.  Hazelius,  is  also  in  a  state  of 
forwardness,  and  will  be  finished  in  the  spring.  It  is  true  the  building 
of  these  houses  has  increased  the  debt  of  the  Board  ;  but  they  have  the 
strongest  confidence  that  the  liberality  of  the  Lutheran  church  will 
soon  free  our  institution  of  these  debts,  and  thus  show  to  the  world  that 
she  has  not  changed  her  ancient  character,  and  that  she  still  is  capable 
of  appreciating  the  blessings  of  theological  seminaries. 

Since  your  last  meeting,  the  Board  appointed  the  Rev.  Mr.  Weyl  as 
general  agent  to  collect  subscriptions  for  our  Seminary.  He  spent  about 
six  months  in  his  agency.  His  success  was  good  beyond  our  expecta¬ 
tions.  His  collections  in  money  and  subscriptions  amounted  to  about 
six  thousand  dollars.  Our  ministers  and  people  received  our  agent  with 
great  kindness,  and  evinced  the  most  laudable  willingness  to  further  the 
work  of  his  hands.  Your  Board  believes  all  that  is  necessary  to  secure 
the  most  liberal  patronage  of  the  Seminary  by  the  members  of  the  Lu¬ 
theran  church,  is  to  present  to  their  minds  the  object  and  wants  of  the 
institution.  Our  past  experience  of  the  liberality  of  our  people  in  giving, 
is  the  best  guaranty,  that  in  future  our  wants  will  not  remain  unsup¬ 
plied. 
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The  Board  has  made  the  necessary  arrangements  to  have  the  subj 
fceriptions  collected  by  proper  agents  as  they  become  due.  The  funds 
of  the  Seminary  are  securely  and  profitably  invested. 

It  was  with  feelings  of  regret  that  the  Board  of  Directors  accepted 
of  the  resignation  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hazelius.  He  received  a  call  to  the 
Professorship  of  the  Seminary  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina.  The 
Board  feel  truly  grateful  for  the  zeal  and  industry  with  which  he  dis¬ 
charged  the  duties  devolved  upon  him,  while  in  connection  with  our 
theological  institution.  Your  Board  would  send  forth  their  most  fer¬ 
vent  ejaculations  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  for  his  choicest 
blessing  to  descend  upon  and  to  accompany  him  to  his  new  and  respon¬ 
sible  field  of  labor.  May  the  Lord  add  many  more  years  of  usefulness 
to  his  life,  and  may  his  labors  in  the  southern  portion  of  our  beloved 
Zion  be  eminently  successful  in  raising  up  for  the  gospel  ministry  such 
as  shall  be  able  rightly  to  divide  the  word  of  life,  and  give  every  one 
his  portion  in  due  season. 

It  affords  us  much  pleasure  in  being  able  to  report,  that  a  suitable 
and  eminently  well  qualified  person  has  been  found  in  the  Rev.  C.  P. 
Ivrauth,  of  Philadelphia,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resigna¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  Hazelius. 

J.  G.  SCHMUCKER, 
President  of  the  Board . 

JNO.  G.  MORRIS,  Secretary. 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

Rev.  Doct.  J.  G.  Schmucker,  from  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  on  the  subject  of  the  Lutheran  Observer,  submitted 
the  following  report : 

The  committee  appointed  by  this  body  to  devise  measures  for  encour¬ 
aging  the  publication  of  the  Lutheran  Observer,  as  conducted  by  our 

worthy  brother  Benj.  Kurtz,  have  the  pleasure  to 

Report: 

That  they  have  met  and  taken  this  matter  into  serious  consideration, 
and  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Synod  the  following 
resolutions,  viz  : 

Resolved ,  That  we  approve  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Lutheran 
Observer  has  been  conducted,  and  that  we  have  full  and  entire  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  ability,  intelligence  and  principles  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kurtz, 
the  present  editor. 

Resolved ,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  the  Lutheran  Observer  to 
the  support  of  all  the  district  synods  and  conferences  in  connection  with , 
this  body,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  use  their  endeavors  to  increase 
the  circulation  of  said  publication,  and  to  assist  Brother  Kurtz  to  col¬ 
lect  the  money,  which  from  time  to  time,  may  become  due. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  200  dollars  be  paid  over  to  Br.  Kurtz,  out 
of  the  funds  of  the  General  Synod,  for  the  purpose  of  employing  one  or 
more  agents  to  procure  subscriptions,  and  for  defraying  other  expenses, 
and  that  the  said  sum  be  refunded,  without  interest,  whenever  the  in¬ 
come  or  profits  of  the  said  publication  will  warrant. 

J.  G.  SCHMUCKER, 
FRED.  D.  SMITH, 
HENRY  NIXDORF, 
JOSHUA  MEDTART, 
DAVID  EYSTER. 
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Resolved,  That  the  report  be  accepted* 

Rev.  Doct.  S.  S.  Schmucker,  from  the  Book  Committee, 
presented  the  following  report : 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  General  Synod  of  1831,  to  make  the 

requisite  arrangements  for  the  publication  of  several  works,  called 

for  by  the  necessities  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 

Rbspectfully  Report  : 

That  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  said  body,  they  delineated  a  plan 
for  the  several  works  ordered,  and  notified  the  brethren  elected  by  the 
Synod,  to  undertake  the  labor.  The  following  works  have  already 
been  issued  from  the  press  : 

I.  The  large  edition  of  the  Hymn  Book,  together  with  the  Liturgy, 
which  was  prepared  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lintner.  The  Liturgy  was  pe¬ 
rused  by  the  Book  committee  and  sanctioned  by  them. 

II.  The  Catechism  of  the  General  Synod  has  also  been  stereotyped 
and  published,  and  the  church  has  for  eighteen  months  been  well  sup¬ 
plied  with  them. 

III.  It  is  understood,  that  the  first  volume  of  the  translation  of 
Arndt’s  True  Christianity,  has  been  completed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hoff¬ 
man,  and  is  ready  for  the  press. 

IV.  The  pocket  Hymn  Book  in  the  German  language,  selected  from 
the  hymn  book  now  in  use,  and  a  few  additional  hymns,  has  been  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Schmucker  of  York,  and  is  now  passing  through 
the  press.  In  the  course  of  six  weeks  the  work  will  be  ready  for  de¬ 
livery  to  purchasers. 

V.  It  has  been  found  that  very  few  of  the  brethren  appointed,  have 
prepared  their  sermons,  and  hence  the  probability  is,  that  no  other 
volume  of  this  kind  will  be  published. 

VI.  The  Augsburg  Confession,  together  with  explanitory  notes  and 
Formula  for  churches,  Synods  and  General  Synod,  has  been  prepared 
for  the  press  by  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Schmucker,  and  will  be  ready  for  de¬ 
livery  to  purchasers  in  a  short  time.  In  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  many  brethren,  the  notes  have  been  extended  beyond  the  original  de¬ 
sign,  and  in  order  that  the  volume  may  not  be  too  large,  the  historical 
part  has,  for  the  present,  been  excluded. 

VII.  Nothing  has  been  done  toward  the  preparation  of  the  contro¬ 
versial  work  by  the  brethren  appointed.  And  as  there  was  no  pros¬ 
pect  of  its  publication,  the  individual  appointed  introduced  the  marrow 
of  all  the  several  controversies  into  his  notes  on  the  Augsburg  Con¬ 
fession,  and  changed  its  title  into  that  of  Popular  Divinity. 

S.  S.  SCHMUCKER, 

J.  G.  SCHMUCKER, 

J.  G.  MORRIS. 

October  % 6,  1833. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  C.  A.  Morris, 
Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  brethren  engaged  to  furnish  materials 
for  publication  in  the  works  of  the  General  Synod,  be  re- 
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spectfully  and  earnestly  requested  to  comply  with  their'  en¬ 
gagements. 

The  Synod  then  adjourned  to  meet  after  divine  service; 
this  evening,  at  8  o’clock.  Prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Heyer. 

Rev.  Mr.  Oswald,  from  the  Synod  of  Virginia,  preached 
this  evening  in  the  Lecture  Room,  from  John  vii.  6. 

Tuesday,  Oct.  29,  8  o’clock ,  P.  M. 

Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Prayer  by  Rev.  B. 
Kurtz. 

Rev.  Mr.  Ungerer,  minister  of  the  United  Evangelical 
Church  at  Washington  stated  to  the  Synod,  that  the  congre¬ 
gation  under  his  care,  were  engaged  in  erecting  a  church ; 
but  finding  that  they  were  unable  to  accomplish  their  under¬ 
taking  by  their  own  means,  they  were  desirous  of  being  as¬ 
sisted  ;  whereupon  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  ministers  in  our 
connexion  to  aid  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ungerer,  in  procuring  funds 
in  their  respective  congregations  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
a  church  for  his  congregation  at  Washington. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Doct.  J.  G.  Schmucker. 

Wednesday ,  Oct.  30,  9  o’clock,  JL.  M. 

Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Prayer  by  the 
Secretary. 

Rev.  Prof.  Krauth  presented  a  collection  of  hymns,  pub¬ 
lished  by  Mr.  C.  Dull  of  Philadelphia  with  a  view  of  having  it 
adopted  by  the  Synod  for  the  use  of  our  Sunday  schools ; 
whereupon,  on  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Heyer,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  we  thankfully  receive  the  offer  of  Rev. 
Prof.  Krauth  in  behalf  of  Mr.  C.  Dull  publisher  of  a  col¬ 
lection  of  hymns  for  the  use  of  Sunday  schools,  to  transfer 
said  work  to  the  General  Synod  as  their  property. 

Resolved ,  That  this  work  be  referred  to  the  book  com¬ 
mittee,  and  that  they  be  authorised  to  make  such  use  of  it 
as  the  interests  of  the  church,  in  their  judgment,  may  require. 

Rev.  Doct.  Kurtz,  from  the  committee  appointed  at 
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the  last  meeting  of  this  body  to  form  a  constitution  for  the 
management,  appropriation,  &c.,  of  the  funds  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  superannuated  ministers,  widows  and  orphans,  pre¬ 
sented  the  following  report : 

The  undersigned  being  a  committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of 

the  General  Synod,  in  the  year  1831,  to  prepare  a  plan  for  a  Society 

for  the  relief  of  clergymen,  and  widows  and  orphans,  beg  leave  to 

Report  : 

I.  That  the  Society  shall  consist  of  those  clergymen  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church,  in  the  United  States,  who  belong  to  Synods 
in  connexion  with  the  General  Synod  of  said  church,  and  who  shall  have 
Freely  and  of  their  own  accord,  fulfilled  the  conditions  of  the  following 
plan,  and  shall  have  subscribed  to  its  constitution. 

II.  The  shares  of  said  society  shall  consist  of  one  hundred  dollars 
each,  which  may  be  paid  either  in  installments  of  ten  dollars  yearly, 
for  ten  years,  or  in  one  payment  ;  and  if  any  clergyman  should  think 
even  the  small  installment  of  ten  dollars  per  year  for  ten  years,  to  be 
beyond  his  means  to  pay,  he  shall  be  admitted  to  membership  upon 
paying  yearly  one-fifth  of  the  rest  of  the  installments  as  they  become 
due  with  interest  of  six  per  cent  upon  the  residue  until  paid. 

III.  The  Treasurer  of  the  society  shall  indorse  on  the  notes  of  the 
individual  members  the  value  of  the  sums  received,  and  when  fully 
paid,  or  likewise  if  the  hundred  dollars  should  have  been  paid  in  one 
sum,  the  said  Treasurer  shall  give  to  each  stockholder  a  certificate 
signed  by  the  president  of  the  Society  and  the  treasurer,  which  cer¬ 
tificate  shall  intitle  the  possessor  to  the  dividend,  which  shall  be  de¬ 
clared  by  the  proper  officers,  when  the  owner  of  said  certificate  shall 
become  an  Emeritus,  or  in  case  of  his  death,  to  his  widow  and  children. 

IV.  If  a  clergyman  belonging  to  this  society  shall  be  disabled  by 
sickness  or  otherwise,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  such  dividend  from 
the  funds  of  said  society,  as  the  state  of  the  funds  shall  enable  the 
officers  to  declare  according  to  the  constitution,  and  said  dividend  slrall 
likewise  be  paid  yearly  to  his  widow  in  case  of  his  death,  and  to  the 
children  until  they  shall  have  attained  the  years  of  their  majority. 

V.  The  monies  received  from  the  stockholders,  are  to  be  placed 
forthwith  into  a  savings  bank  upon  the  best  terms  that  can  be  obtained 
for  the  increase  of  the  fund.  In  like  manner  shall  all  legacies  and 
contributions  in  aid  of  said  fund,  be  placed  in  such  savings  institution. 

VI.  The  interest  of  the  fund  shall  as  long  as  no  Emeritus,  or  wid¬ 
ows,  or  children  under  age  of  clergymen  belonging  to  this  society, 
shall  exist,  be  yearly  added  to  the  principal,  and  at  no  time  shall  the 
sum  of  the  dividends  exceed  four-fifths  of  said  interest ;  one-fifth 
thereof  must  yearly  be  added  to  the  fund. 

VIL  New  members  may  be  hereafter  admitted  by  buying  the  cer¬ 
tificate  from  old  members,  or  by  paying  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  into  the  treasury,  and  such  premiums  thereon,  as  the  demand  of 
the  stock  shall  be  worth,  however  the  payment  of  the  aforementioned 
one  hundred  dollars  may  be  made  in  suitable  installments,  as  No.  £. 

VIII.  Any  clergyman  may  take  two  or  three  shares,  if  he  sees  fit, 
so  to  do,  and  in  that  case  shall  be  entitled  to  a  corresponding  dividend, 
hat  is — if  the  dividend  of  one  share  should  amount  to  twenty-five 
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dollars  yearly,  the  person  who  holds  three  certificates,  is  entitled 
when  an  Emeritus,  or  his  widow,  or  children  not  of  age,  to  seventy- 
five  dollars  ;  yet  it  is  expressly  understood  that  no  stockholder  can 
have  more  than  one  vote  in  the  general  meeting,  though  he  possess 
more  than  one  share.  J.  DANIEL  KURTZ. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Doct.  J.  G.  Schmucker, 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  be  accepted,  and  printed  in  the 
minutes  for  consideration  at  our  next  meeting. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Morris,  offered  the  following  Preamble  and 
Resolution,  viz : 

Whereas,  the  subject  of  a  union  between  the  Lutheran 
and  German  Reformed  Churches  in  this  country,  has  been 
of  late  agitated  in  various  Synods,  without  coming  to  any 
definite  conclusion,  because  of  a  diversity  of  opinion  that 
exists  among  the  brethren  as  to  its  practicability,  and  ex¬ 
pediency  and  as  a  subject  so  essentially  affecting  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  Church  demands  the  most  mature  deliberation; 
therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  from  this 
body,  be  appointed  to  report  to  the  next  General  Synod  on 
the  following  subjects : 

1.  On  the  advantage  or  disadvantage  of  a  union  of  the 
two  churches  in  this  country. 

2.  On  the  principal  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  a  union. 

3.  On  the  specific  basis  of  a  union  both  as  it  respects  doc¬ 
trine,  church  government,  and  ecclesiastical  usages. 

After  considerable  discussion  the  preamble  and  resolution 
were  adopted,  and  the  following  brethren  appointed  said 
committee,  viz :  Rev,  J.  G.  Morris,  Doct.  J.  G.  Schmucker 
and  G.  A.  Lintner. 

Rev.  Mr.  Oswald,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  subject  of  Rev.  Mr.  Dryer’s  Evangelical  Journal, 
reported  as  follows,  viz  : 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of  the  Evangelical  Journal,  a 

German  religious  paper,  published  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dreyer,  would  in 

accordance  with  their  own  views  and  the  opinions  expressed  by  the 

brethren  generally,  offer  the  following  resolutions  : 
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Resolved ,  That  this  Synod  commend  the  industry  and  perseverance 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Dreyer  in  sustaining  his  Journal  under  all  the  difficulties 
and  embarrassments  which  he  has  experienced. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Editor  of  the  Journal  to 
embody  more  religious  intelligence  in  his  publication,  and  convert  it 
into  a  semi-monthly  paper  provided  such  arrangements  can  be  made  as 
shall  meet  the  approbation  of  his  subscribers. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Evangelical  Journal”  be  recommended  to  the 
ministers  and  churches  in  our  connexion,  and  that  they  be  requested  to 
aid  Rev.  Mr.  Dreyer  in  obtaining  subscribers — collecting  dues,  and  ex¬ 
tending  the  circulation  of  this  work. 

J.  OSWALD, 

C.  A.  MORRIS. 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Morris,  from  the  committee  to  confer  with 
Messrs.  Lucas  and  Denver  on  the  subject  of  the  large  hymn 
book,  reported  as  follows  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Messrs.  Lucas  Si  Deaver,  the 

publishers  of  the  large  edition  of  the  English  Lutheran  Hymn  Book, 

beg  leave  to 

Report: 

That  they  have  performed  said  duty.  It  appears  that  these  publish¬ 
ers  issued  an  edition  of  2,000  copies  of  the  book  in  question,  at  an  ex¬ 
pense  of  something  more  than  $1,000  ;  that  though  they  sell  them  ge¬ 
nerally  at  $12  per  dozen  to  merchants  in  the  country,  they  are  obliged 
to  make  a  larger  discount  to  the  trade  in  the  city,  which,  after  deducting 
the  premium  of  12i  cents,  claimed  by  this  Synod,  and  other  expenses, 
leaves  them  less  than  87£  cents  per  copy  ;  that  the  sale  has  been  very 
limited,  amounting  in  all  to  about  400  copies. 

From  these  facts  it  appears  that  the  publication  of  the  Hymn  Book 
has  until  now  not  only  proved  an  unprofitable,  but  a  losing  business  to 
the  publishers.  The  committee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the 
publishers  ought  not  to  bear  the  whole  loss,  but  that  the  Synod  should 
sustain  a  part  of  it.  They  would  therefore  submit  the  following  reso¬ 
lution: 

Resolved ,  That  the  Synod  release  to  Messrs.  Lucas  k.  Deaver  the 
premium  of  12i  cents  per  copy  of  the  large  Evangelical  Lutheran  Hymn 
Book  published  by  them,  on  the  first  one  thousand  copies  of  the  present 
edition. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  accepted,  and  the  resolution 
recommended  by  the  committee,  be  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Heyer,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  ministers  and 
churches  in  our  connexion  to  celebrate  the  31st  of  October 
in  each  year  in  commemoration  of  the  commencement  of 
the  Reformation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Morris,  it  was 
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Resolved ,  That  the  hymn  book  committee  be  requested  to 
exhibit  to  this  body,  at  its  next  meeting  a  detailed  state¬ 
ment  of  the  publication  and  sale  of  the  hymn  book  with  a 
view  of  enabling  the  Synod  to  determine  on  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  price  of  said  book. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Morris  also  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  viz : 

Whereas  there  are  many  vacant  congregations  and  desti¬ 
tute  places  within  the  bounds  of  the  General  Synod,  and 
District  Synods  who  are  anxious  to  be  supplied  with  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  gospel ;  and  whereas  the  present  state  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States  loudly  calls  for  great¬ 
er  missionary  exertions  to  supply  her  increasing  wants 
throughout  our  widely  extended  country  ;  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Synods  to  continue  their  exertions  for  sending  out  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  preach  the  gospel  to  our  destitute  people. 

Resolved,  That  a  standing  committee  consisting  of  one 
member  from  each  synod  in  connexion  with  this  body,  be 
appointed,  to  be  called  the  missionary  committee,  who  shall 
submit  at  each  meeting  of  this  body,  a  report  embracing  all 
such  information  on  the  subject  of  missions  as  they  shall 
deem  important,  and  necessary  to  be  published  for  promot¬ 
ing  the  interests  of  the  missionary  cause. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted  and  Rev. 
Doct.  J.  G.  Schmucker,  H.  Graeber,  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  and 
G.  A.  Lintner,  were  appointed  the  missionary  committee. 

On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  Union  of  this  body,  this  afternoon  at  3  o’clock. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  G.  Morris,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  when  printed,  be 
sent  to  each  minister  of  our  church  in  the  United  States, 
and  to  every  lay  member  of  this  body,  that  six  copies  be 
sent  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  of  the 
United  States  ;  six  copies  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Re* 
formed  Church  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  that  the  Secretary 
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distribute  the  rest  among  the  District  Synods  of  our  church 
in  the  different  states,  and  in  other  places,  according  to  his 
discretion. 

Several  brethren  having  expressed  their  views  on  the  im¬ 
portance  and  practicability  of  a  more  general  union  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States,  and  all  being  desir¬ 
ous  of  promoting  such  an  union  by  every  measure  calcu¬ 
lated  to  lead  to  a  favorable  result ;  it  was,  on  motion  of  the 
Secretary, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  correspond 
with-  the  District  Synods  disconnected  from  this  body,  on 
the  subject  of  a  more  general  union  of  the  Evangelical  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  in  the  United  States,  on  the  basis  of  our  con¬ 
stitution. 

The  officers  of  the  Synod  were  appointed  a  committee  on 
the  foregoing  resolution. 

The  Synod  then  proceeded  to  determine  the  time  and 
place  of  its  next  meeting,  and  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  next  meeting  of  this  body  be  held  at 
York ,  Pa on  the  second  Sunday  after  Whitsuntide ,  1835. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Heyer,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  pastoral  letter  to  the  ministers  and 
churches  in  our  connexion,  be  prepared  by  the  President  and 
Secretary,  and  published  with  the  Minutes. 

Synod  then  adjourned  to  attend  Sunday  School  Union,  at 
3  o’clock,  P.  M.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Morris. 

Wednesday  Oct.  30,  3  o'clock,  P.  JVI. 

The  Synod  pursuant  to  a  resolution  adopted  in  the  fore¬ 
noon  attended  the  Sunday  School  Union. 

The  Synod  having  resumed  its  business, rand  the  President 
being  absent  Rev.  Doct.  J.  G.  Schmucker  was  called  to  the 
chair. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  Oswald, 

Resolved,  That  the  German  hymn  book  referred  to  in  the 
report  of  the  book  committee,  be  published  with  a  certificate 
from  the  officers  of  the  Synod. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Nixdorf, 

Resolved ,  That  500  copies  of  the  Minutes  be  published  in 
the  English,  and  200  copies  in  the  German  language. 

Resolved ,  That  Rev.  Prof.  KrauTh  be  requested  to  su¬ 
perintend  the  translation  and  publication  of  the  Minutes  in 
the  German  language. 

Synod  then  adjourned  to  meet  this  evening  after  divine 
service.  Prayer  by  Rev.  D.  Eyster. 

This  evening  Rev.  F.  Heyer  of  the  Synod  of  W.  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  pieached  from  Matt.  vii.  14. 

Wednesday  evening  Oct.  30,  1833. 

Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Prayer  by  the  Sec¬ 

retary. 

Rev.  D.  Eyster  from  the  committee  to  examine  the  min¬ 
utes  of  the  Synod  of  W.  Pennsylvania,  reported  as  follows, 
viz : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  minutes  of  the  Synod  of 

West  Pennsylvania,  beg  leave  to  state, 

That  the  eighth  annual  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  West  Pennsylvania 
was  held  at  Hanover,  York  county,  in  October  1832.  The  Synod  con¬ 
sists  of  31  ministers  and  candidates  ;  20  of  whom  were  present  at  this 
meeting.  It  appears  from  the  minutes  that  much  important  business 
was  transacted  during  the  session  of  the  Synod,  but  as  it  is  chiefly  of 
a  local  nature,  the  committee  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  enter  into 
a  detail.  The  parochial  reports  are  as  follows  : 

Congregations,  121;  infant  baptisms,  2077;  adults,  154;  confirma¬ 
tions,  1377  ;  communicants,  9872;  Sunday  schools,  58  ;  congregation¬ 
al  schools,  66.  At  the  ministerial  meeting,  2  candidates  were  licensed 
and  1  candidate  from  Germany  was  received  in  connexion  with  this 
body. 

The  officers  of  the  Synod  are  Rev.  F.  Heysr,  president ;  Rev.  W . 
Jaeger,  secretary  and  Rev.  Mr.  Heim,  treasurer. 

D.  EYSTER, 

C.  A.  MORRIS, 

J.  MEDTART. 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

Rev.  B.  Kurtz,  from  the  committee  to  examine  the 
Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio,  presented  the  following  re¬ 
port,  viz : 

In  looking  over  the  Minutes  of  the  Fifteenth  Session  of  the  Synod 
of  Ohio,  we  noticed  a  resolution  numbered  60,  on  the  subject  of  “new 
measures ,”  which  your  committee  think  should  not  be  passed  over  in 
silence ;  it  is  the  following  : 


25 


11  Resolved,  That  we  hereby  express  our  disapprobation  and  protest 
ftgainst  those  nciv  ways  and  measures,  which  accommodate  themselves 
to  the  fanatical  lspirit  of  the  times,’  and  hereby  publicly  declare  our  in* 
tention  to  remain  immutably  pure  evangelical  Lutherans  in  faith,  form 
and  discipline,  according  to  the  Bible  and  the  symbolical  books  of  the 
Lutheran  ‘  Church.’  ” 

Your  committee  are  happy  in  learning  from  the  latter  clause  of  this 
resolution,  that  our  brethren  in  Ohio  are  determined  to  remain  faithful 
to  the  ancient  and  fundamental  landmarks  of  Lutheranism,  for  we  are 
convinced  that  fidelity  to  the  faith  and  discipline  of  our  forefathers  will 
not  fail,  under  God,  to  perpetuate  the  purity  of  our  doctrines  and  pro¬ 
mote  the  prosperity  of  our  church.  In  this  determination  we  therefore 
fcordially  join  them,  and  bid  them  God  speed,  especially  as  we  believe 
one  of  the  prominent  ends  for  which  the  General  Synod  was  established, 
was  to  preserve  the  purity  and  advance  the  glory  of  our  Ziort,  aiming 
accordingly  at  the  very  object  contemplated  in  the  branch  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion  alluded  to. 

With  respect  to  the  first  clause  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  yoitf  com  ¬ 
mittee  would  observe,  that  we  should  have  been  at  a  loss  to  comprehend 
its  import,  if  it  were  not  preceded  by  a  very  long  and  violent  preamble, 
couched  in  highly  indecorous  and  offensive  terms,  against  those  Synods 
and  ministers  of  our  communion,  who  are  charged  with  favoring  what 
are  called  “new  measures,”  and  hold  special  conferences  (termed  four- 
days  meetings  in  the  preamble,)  with  a  view  to  promote  revivals.  The 
language  is  so  exceedingly  unbecoming  a  synod  of  Christian  ministers* 
and  so  manifestly  indicative  of  an  almost  entire  absence  of  Christian 
charity  and  brotherly  kindness,  that  we  forbear  making  a  single  quota¬ 
tion  from  the  preamble,  and  feel  humbled  in  reflecting  that  such  a  doc¬ 
ument  should  ever  have  appeared  in  the  Minutes  of  a  Synod  professing 
to  be  “  Evangelical  Lutheran.”  In  order,  however,  to  vindicate  the 
character  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  presence  of  the 
American  churches,  your  committee  would  recommend  the  following 
resolutions: 

I.  Resolved,  That  our  views  differ  toto  ccelo  from  those  expressed  in 
the  preamble  to  Resolution  No.  60,  and  in  the  first  clause  of  that  reso¬ 
lution  as  spread  upon  the  Minutes  of  the  15t.h  Session  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Synod  of  Ohio,  and  that  we  entirely  disavow  those  sentiments, 
and  disapprobate  the  uncourteous  style  in  which  they  are  expressed. 

II.  Resolved,  That  we  deeply  and  painfully  regret  that  our  brethreri 
of  that  Synod  have  so  little  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  brethren 
and  nature  of  the  measures  upon  which  they  have  prononneed  such  un¬ 
qualified  condemnation,  and  have  the  charity  to  believe  that  a  correct 
acquaintance  with  the  persons  and  course  of  procedure  they  have  de¬ 
nounced,  would  undoubtedly  have  impressed  them  with  totally  different 
views,  and  elicited  the  expression  of  a  diametrically  opposite  opinion. 

III.  Resolved,  That  our  regret  and  pain  in  view  of  the  sentiments 
embodied  in  said  preamble,  are  greatly  mitigated  by  the  fact  incident¬ 
ally  stated  by  one  of  the  brethren,  that  the  resolution  alone  was  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  Synod  of  Ohio,  while  the  preamble  was  penned  by  a  single  in¬ 
dividual,  and  found  its  way  into  the  Minutes  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  vvhole  Synod. 

IV.  Resolved ,  That  we  continue  to  regard  our  brethren  in  Ohio  with 
sentiments  of  high  regard  and  unfeigned  fraternal  affection,  and  trusting 
hat  the  minority  opposed  to  the  resolution  in  question,  was  both  nu- 
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Inerous  and  respectable,  we  indulge  the  hope  that  after  proper  investi¬ 
gation  and  experience  on  the  subject,  the  majority  will  discover  their 
error,  and  avail  themselves  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  do  justice  to 
their  own  character,  as  well  as  make  amends  to  our  church  at  large,  by 
cancelling  the  offensive  preamble,  and  revoking  the  objectionable  branch 
of  the  resolution. 

J.  N.  HOFFMAN, 

B.  KURTZ, 

D.  EYSTER. 

After  a  lengthly  and  interesting  discussion,  in  which  most 
of  the  brethren  stated  their  views  fully  on  the  subjects  referred 
to  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  expressed  their  regret 
and  astonishment  that  the  Synod  of  Ohio  should  thus  mis¬ 
represent  religious  meetings  and  proceedings  with  which 
they  seem  to  be  wholly  acquainted ;  the  report  was  accepted 
and  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Synod. 

The  attention  of  the  Synod  was  then  called  to  the  subject 
of  temperance.  All  the  brethren  present  appeared  to  feel 
the  importance  of  this  subject.  They  expressed  their  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  formation  of  societies  on  the  principle  of 
total  abstinence,  and  were  desirous  that  greater  exertions 
should  be  made  in  our  churches,  to  aid  the  progress  of  the 
temperance  reformation.  After  the  sentiments  and  feelings 
of  the  brethren  were  fully  expressed  on  this  important  sub¬ 
ject,  it  was,  on  motion  of  the  Secretary, 

Resolved,  ( unanimously ,)  That  this  body  feel  deeply  inte¬ 
rested  in  the  progress  of  the  temperance  reformation ;  that 
we  view  the  efforts  which  are  now  making  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  to  promote  this  cause,  as  claiming  the  sup¬ 
port  and  co-operation  of  the  friends  of  true  religion  in  our 
church ;  and  that  we  earnestly  recommend  the  formation  of 
temperance  societies  to  the  people  in  our  connexion. 

The  Synod  then  determined  to  hold  a  missionary  meeting 
during  the  sitting  of  the  next  General  Convention,  and  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Secretary  be  requested  to 
preach  a  missionary  sei~mon  at  the  next  meeting  of  this 
body. 
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The  brethren  then  united  in  singing  a  hymn,  and  having 
bowed  with  the  Rev.  President  pro  tern.,  in  fervent  suppli¬ 
cation  to  the  throne  of  Grace  for  the  divine  blessing  upon  all 
our  labors ; 

The  Synod  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  time  and  place  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  next  General  Convention. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the 
Minutes  of  the  Seventh  General  Synod  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United 
States. 

G.  A.  LINTNER,  Secretary . 
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PASTORAL  ADDRESS. 


The  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  the  United  States ,  to  the  Ministers  and  Churches  in  their 
connexion : 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren  in  the  Lord, — 

From  the  reports  of  onr  District  Synods,  and  other 
sources  of  information,  with  which  we  have  been  furnished 
during  our  present  session,  we  are  enabled  at  this  time  to 
communicate  to  you  intelligence  from  different  parts  of  the 
church,  in  which  all  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sin¬ 
cerity  and  truth  must  feel  deeply  interested.  We  begin 
with  a  subject  which  is  daily  awakening  more  general  atten¬ 
tion  in  the  Lutheran  church,  and  must  ever  be  regarded  as 
a  primary  and  essential  blessing  among  us. 

Vital  Religion. 

Sinee  our  last  convention,  the  God  of  our  fathers  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  visit  our  borders  with  the  copious  effusions  of  his 
Holy  Spirit.  He  has  graciously  been  pleased  to  awaken 
sinners  under  the  preaching  of  the  word,  and  revive  his  work 
in  the  hearts  of  his  people.  Although  the  work  has  not 
been  as  extensive  throughout  the  church  as  could  be  wished, 
it  has  produced  many  important  changes,  which  will  be  per¬ 
manently  and  extensively  useful  to  the  cause.  Individual 
churches  have  risen  into  activity,  and  whole  synods  have 
been  quickened  into  new  life  and  energy.  The  reports 
which  we  have  received,  exhibit  a  most  interesting  state  of 
religion  in  our  church.  The  Lord  is  evidently  doing  a  great 
work  in  our  midst.  While  some  of  our  churches  have  been 
blessed  with  the  special  influences  of  the  Spirit  of  grace, 
others  are  distinguished  by  seasons  of  precious  interest.  In 
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many  places,  where  there  is  no  special  excitement,  vital  re^ 
ligion  is  successfully  promoted,  and  its  influence  manifested 
in  a  spirit  of  devotion  and  zeal  in  the  cause,  hitherto  un¬ 
known.  Sinners  are  awakened  and  converted  to  God 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  ordinary  means  of  grace  'r 
and  although  showers  have  not  descended  as  copiously  and 
powerfully  as  in  some  places,  the  influence  of  tlse  Spirit  has 
not  been  withheld,  and  its  effects  are  exhibited  in  the  silent 
and  gradual  advancement  of  the  interests  of  true  religion. 

Throughout  the  church  generally  there  is  an  increased  aU 
tention  to  the  means  of  grace.  The  word  of  God  is  deemed 
more  precious,  and  the  worship  and  ordinances  of  the  church 
appear  to  excite  a  deeper  interest  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
than  at  any  former  period.  The  district  conferences  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  different  Synods  for  the  purpose  of  awakening 
sinners  and  establishing  believers,  by  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel  and  other  means  of  grace,  are  generally  well  attend¬ 
ed.  Prayer  meetings  are  increasing  in  number  and  useful¬ 
ness.  Their  importance  is  deeply  realized  by  many  who 
were  formerly  strangers  to  their  blessed  influence. 

We  advert  to  these  things,  not  indeed  from  a  spirit  of  vain- 
boasting.  God  forbid  that  we  should  ever  be  so  high-minded 
as  to  forget  to  mourn  over  our  own  sins,  and  the  transgres¬ 
sions  of  our  people.  We  speak  of  these  things  with  humble 
gratitude  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  church,  for  his  unmerited 
ffav-ors ;  and  we  communicate  them  to  you,  that  you  may 
.unite  with  us  in  paying  the  tribute  of  our  grateful  hearts  to 
the  God  of  all  our  mercies,  and  that  you  may  feel  encouraged 
in  your  reliance  on  his  gracious  promises  to  his  church. 

Theological  Seminaries. 

The  Theological  Seminary  of  the  General  Synod,  located 
,at  Gettysburgh,  is  gradually  advancing  in  prosperity,  and  ex¬ 
tending  the  blessings  of  a  pious  and  enlightened  ministry 
through  the  church.  This  institution  was  founded  but  a  few 
years  since,  under  many  discouraging  circumstances.  There 
were  'no  funds  provided  for  its  support — it  was  a  new  ^x- 
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periment  in  the  church — and  the  people  generally  did  not  re¬ 
alise  the  importance  of  supporting  such  institutions.  It  was 
however  established  in  the  confident  hope,  that  God  would 
bless  the  undertaking,  and  that  the  church  would  support  it. 
In  this  hope,  the  General  Synod  were  not  disappointed.  Al¬ 
though  in  the  commencement  we  had  to  struggle  with  many 
difficulties,  yet  with  the  blessing  of  God  and  the  persevering 
exertions  of  faithful  friends,  those  difficulties  have  been  over¬ 
come,  and  our  seminary  is  now  established  upon  a  permanent 
basis  diffusing  its  blessings  far  and  wide.  From  the  report 
of  the  directors  it  will  appear,  that  within  the  last  two  years 
fifteen  students  have  left  the  seminary,  most  of  whom  are 
already  occupying  posts  of  extensive  usefulness  in  the  church. 
Since  our  last  meeting,  about  six  thousand  dollars  wTere  col¬ 
lected  in  different  congregations,  to  meet  the  immediate 
expenses  of  the  seminary.  All  the  necessary  buildings  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  professors  and  students  are  nearly 
completed ;  and  the  board,  in  their  last  report,  express  their 
confidence  that  the  Lutheran  church  will  continue  its  liberal 
support  of  the  institution,  and  thus  evince  to  the  wrorld  its 
high  estimate  of  the  blessings  of  a  well  educated  ministry. 

The  seminary  at  Hartwick  also  continues  to  flourish  under 
the  auspices  of  the  two  district  synods  in  the  state  of  Newr- 
York,  who  are  faithfully  devoted  to  its  interests.  This  is 
the  first  Lutheran  seminary  that  was  established  in  this 
country.  It  is  liberally  endowed,  and  affords  many  advan¬ 
tages  and  blessings  to  the  churches  in  its  vicinity.  This  in¬ 
stitution  has  established  a  strong  claim  to  the  continued  sup¬ 
port  of  the  friends  of  our  church,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  per¬ 
ceive  from  the  proceedings  of  the  synods  of  New-Yoik  and 
Hartwick  ihat  they  feel  so  deeply  interested  in  its  welfare. 

The  seminary  of  the  synod  of  South  Carolina  has  strug¬ 
gled  with  great  difficulties  and  misfortunes.  When  it  was 
first  established,  and  had  just  commenced  its  operations,  it 
was  suddenly  arrested  in  its  progress  by  the  lamented  death 
of  its  talented  professor.  In  consequence  of  this  afflicting 
dispensation  of  Providence,  its  operations  were  suspended 
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Until  a  short  time  since,  when  another  professor  was  chosen^ 
who  has  just  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office.  Under  the 
care  of  its  present  learned  and  experienced  professor,  this  se¬ 
minary  will  no  doubt  be  fully  re-established,  and  with  the 
divine  blessing  become  highly  useful  to  that  distant  section 
of  our  church. 

The  seminary  of  the  synod  of  Ohio  was  also  lately  estab¬ 
lished,  and  is  beginning  to  prosper.  The  number  of  students 
is  increasing,  and  active  exertions  are  making  to  provide  for 
its  future  success  and  prosperity.  The  synod  is  zealously 
engaged  in  the  work — the  people  appear  willing  to  con¬ 
tribute  liberally  to  its  support,  and  by  the  united  exertion  of 
the  brethren  in  Ohio,  we  have  no  doubt  that  this  seminary 
will  soon  be  raised  to  a  respectable  rank  among  the  theolo¬ 
gical  institutions  of  our  country. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  our  theological  seminaries 
must  be  regarded  with  peculiar  interest.  Deeply  sensible  of 
their  importance  and  usefulness,  we  commend  them  to  the 
fostering  care  of  the  church ;  and  we  trust,  that  with  the 
blessing  of  God,  and  the  prayerful  exertions  of  our  people, 
they  may  continually  become  more  eminently  useful  in  the 
cause. 

Missionary  Cause. 

A  resolution  was  adopted,  during  the  present  session  of 
the  Synod,  recommending  this  subject  to  the  particular  at¬ 
tention  of  the  district  synods,  and  urging  them  to  continue 
their  exertions  for  supplying  the  destitute  portions  of  the 
church  with  missionaries.  A  committee  was  also  appointed 
to  procure  more  general  information  on  this  subject,  and 
circulate  it  through  the  church,  with  a  view  of  extending 
the  influence  of  that  missionary  spirit,  which  is  manifested 
by  our  brethren  in  different  places,  who  are  already  engaged 
in  the  work. 

The  General  Synod  view  our  missionary  operations  as 
properly  belonging  to  the  district  synods,  and  the  voluntary 
associations  formed  for  this  purpose.  They  rejoice  to  hear 
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of  the  active  and  persevering  exertions  of  t,he  friends  of  thd 
missionary  cause  within  the  bounds  of  different  synods.  Th6 
synods  of  North  Carolina,  West  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  have  established  missionary  societies  within  their 
districts,  whose  active  exertions  have  been  productive  of 
great  good.  The  synods  of  New-York,  Hartwick  and  South 
Carolina  have  standing  missionary  committees,  who  are  very 
successfully  engaged  in  promoting  the  objects  of  their  ap¬ 
pointment.  The  synods  of  East  Pennsylvania  and,  Ohio  are 
also  using  every  exertion  in  their  power  to  afford  their  feeble 
and  destitute  churches  missionary  assistance.  But  notwith¬ 
standing  all  these  efforts,  and  the  success  which  has  already 
attended  them,  there  is  still  great  need  of  missionary  exer¬ 
tion  to  supply  the  increasing  wants  of  the  church.  There 
never  was  a  period  in  which  our  church  in  the  United 
States  exhibited  a  wider  field,  and  held  out  greater  induce 
ments  for  missionary  enterprise.  Scarcely  a  report  from  a 
synodical  body  within  our  bounds  reaches  us,  which  contains 
not  an  appeal  to  our  Christian  sympathies  to  send  out  more 
missionaries.  Hundreds  of  churches  are  calling  for  help, 
and  thousands  of  our  sheep,  scattered  through  the  waste 
places  of  our  Zion,  are  perishing  without  a  shepherd  to 
lead  them  to  a  place  of  safety.  It  is  indeed  affecting  to  view 
the  picture  of  their  sufferings,  as  delineated  in  the  reports  of 
our  missionaries,  and  hear  their  Macedonian  cry,  without 
being  able  to  afford  them  relief. 

We  have,  therefore,  felt  it  our  duty  to  call  your  attention 
to  this  subject ;  and  we  now  make  the  appeal  to  every  min¬ 
ister  and  member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  to  labor  and  pray 
that  more  missionaries  may  be  sent  out  for  the  salvation  of 
those  souls  who  are  ready  to  perish.  We  believe,  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  Christians  whom  God  hath  blessed  with  the  means, 
to  send  the  preached  gospel  to  the  destitute.  And  we  would 
affectionately  and  solemnly  urge  this  duty  upon  all,  who  in 
our  church,  profess  to  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
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Sunday  School  Cause. 

The  Sunday  School  Union  of  the  General  Synod,  was  es¬ 
tablished  with  a  view  of  forming  a  general  system,  by  which 
the  efforts  of  the  friends  of  this  cause  might  be  concentrated  so 
as  to  produce  greater  effect.  The  plan  which  has  been  a- 
dopted,  embraces  the  General  Synod  as  the  parent  institution, 
and  the  District  Synods  connected  with  it,  as  auxiliaries.  The 
officers  of  the  General  Synod  are  also  the  officers  of  the 
Union.  The  meetings  of  the  Union  are  to  be  held  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Synod,  and  the  delegates  from  the  District  Synods  to  the 
General  Synod,  are  also  to  represent  the  auxiliaries  at  the 
meeting  of  the  parent  institution. 

At  the  meeting  in  1831,  the  officers  of  the  General  Union 
were  directed  to  employ  a  general  agent  for  the  purpose  of 
visiting  the  churches  in  our  connexion,  establishing  schools, 
explaining  the  objects  of  the  Union,  and  procuring  funds  to 
aid  it  in  its  operations.  This  object,  however,  the  officers 
have  not  been  able  to  accomplish,  and  consequently,  but  lit¬ 
tle  has  been  done  since  that  meeting  to  promote  the  general 
objects  of  the  Union.  At  the  meeting,  held  during  the  pres¬ 
ent  session  of  the  General  Synod,  it  appeared  however,  that 
a  considerable  number  ol  schools  were  recently  established, 
which  are  in  successful  operation.  The  Secretary  was  also 
directed  to  confer  with  the  book  committee  of  the  General 
Synod  on  the  subject  of  publishing  a  collection  of  hymns 
for  the  use  of  Sunday  Schools.  And  a  resolution  was 
adopted,  expressing  a  desire  of  the  Union  to  co-operate  with 

the  American  Sunday  School  Union  in  the  circulation  of 

« 

German  Sunday  school  books,  for  the  use  of  our  German 
population. 

In  this  cause,  the  General  Synod  feel  desirous  that  some¬ 
thing  more  effectual  should  be  done,  than  what  its  friends 
have  hitherto  been  able  to  accomplish.  It  cannot  be  deem¬ 
ed  necessary,  that  we  should  at  this  late  day,  point  out  the 
benefits  resulting  from  Sunday  Schools.  They  have  been 
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tested  by  the  experience  and  observation  of  the  age  in  which 
we  live.  Christians  of  all  denominations  have  participated 
in  their  benefits,  and  in  our  church  their  blessed  influence  has 
been  sufficiently  felt  to  awaken  more  general  attention.  We, 
therefore,  recommend  the  Sunday  School  cause  to  the  active 
co-operation  of  all  our  ministers  and  people,  who  feel  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  salvation  of  the  rising  generation.  We  con¬ 
sider  this  an  object  of  the  highest  importance,  and  we  sin¬ 
cerely  hope,  that  this  appeal  will  not  be  made  in  vain. 

Religious  Publications. 

It  must  be  acknowledged,  that  in  our  church  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  the  means  of  acquiring  religious  information  are  too 
much  neglected.  Many  of  our  people  possess  a  very  imper¬ 
fect  knowledge  on  some  of  those  general  subjects  of  reli¬ 
gion,  with  'which  every  Christian  in  this  enlightened  age  is 
expected  to  be  familiar.  Some  of  them  are  not  even  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  distinguishing  principles  and  doctrines  of 
their  own  church.  They  have  scarcely  any  relish  for  re¬ 
ligious  intelligence — read  but  few  of  the  publications  of  the 
day,  and  feel  not  sufficiently  interested  in  them,  to  support 
such  as  are  even  devoted  to  the  interests  of  their  own  de¬ 
nomination  )  and  were  this  not  the  case,  were  our  people 
generally  much  more  enlightened  on  the  subject  of  religion, 
than  they  are ;  religious  publications  are  necessary  to  keep 
up  a  religious  feeling,  and  they  should  be  constantly  circu¬ 
lated,  as  long  as  there  are  souls  ready  to  perish,  and  the 
truths  of  the  everlasting  gospel  necessary  to  be  promulgated 
for  their  salvation. 

Impressed  with  these  considerations,  the  General  Synod 
have  appointed  a  standing  committee  to  publish  from  time  to 
time  such  religious  works,  as  may  be  deemed  profitable  and 
edifying  to  our  community.  This  committee,  which  is 
called  the  Book  Committee,  has  now  in  progress  several  im¬ 
portant  works,  which  will  soon  be  ready  for  publication. 

The  General  Synod  are  also  very  desirous  of  extending 
the  circulation  of  the  Lutheran  Observer ,  a  weekly  religious 
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paper,  published  at  Baltimore,  and  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  our  church.  This  paper  is  well  adapted  to  the  wants  of 
the  church.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Edi¬ 
tor  for  its  permanent  establishment  and  general  circulation ; 
and  it  is  recommended  by  the  Synod,  to  the  patronage  of  the 
church,  with  the  hope,  that  every  liberal  hearted  Christian, 
who  feels  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  Zion,  will  en¬ 
courage  it  by  his  immediate  subscription.  We  have  often 
been  reproached,  that  there  are  no  more  religious  publica¬ 
tions  circulated  amongst  us  ;  and  we  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  that  in  this  respect,  there  is  a  great  neglect  of  duty  in 
the  church  generally.  Where  is  the  congregation,  or  neigh¬ 
borhood,  where  the  circulation  of  religious  works  might  not 
be  increased  tenfold  with  the  greatest  advantage  1  Where 
is  the  minister  or  member  of  the  church,  who  might  not 
have  done  far  more  in  this  useful  and  necessary  labor,  than 
he  has  done  1  Let  every  minister  and  layman,  therefore, 
who  wishes  to  see  religion  flourish  in  our  congregations, 
take  pains  to  circulate  the  Observer.  Unless  this  is  done 
readily  and  cheerfully,  we  cannot  expect,  that  it  will  prove 
as  extensively  useful  as  it  might.  The  excellence  of  the 
work — the  labors  of  the  Editor,  and  the  exertions  of  agents: 
will  be  insufficient  to  carry  it  to  every  family  that  needs  it 
— much  individual  labor  in  procuring  subscribers — transmit¬ 
ting  dues,  and  providing  for  its  regular  conveyance  must  be 
performed  in  every  congregation,  before  all  the  good,  that 
may  arise  from  this  publication,  can  be  realized.. 

Temperance  Cause. 

The  interest  excited  in  favor  of  this  cause,  is  daily  becom¬ 
ing  more  general  among  Christians  of  all  denominations ; 
and  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  in  our  church,  there  is  not  a 
greater  and  more  universal  attention  to  it.  We  have  ex¬ 
perienced  enough  of  the  evils  of  intemperance,  to  feel  as 
deeply  interested  in  the  progress  of  the  temperance  refor¬ 
mation  as  any  other  Christian  denomination.  In  some  places 
this  monster  has  made  fearful  havoc  in  our  churches.  This 
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moral  desolation  is  still  spreading  through  our  borders,  carry¬ 
ing  misery  and  death  in  its  way.  Most  of  the  cases  of  dis¬ 
cipline  which  have  occurred  among  us,  have  proceeded  from 
;  intemperance.  Members  of  the  church,  and  even  ministers 
of  the  gospel,  who  might  have  been  eminently  useful  in  the 
,  cause,  have  fallen  victims  to  this  vice.  These  things  we 
should  consider  sufficient  to  rouse  the  church  to  a  sense  of 
i  its  duty  in  relation  to  this  subject.  Some  of  our  members, 
we  rejoice  to  hear,  are  actively  engaged  in  this  work.  It  is 
)  desirable,  that  their  number  should  increase,  and  that  all  the 

)  friends  of  true  religion  in  our  church,  should  give  their  coun¬ 

tenance  and  support  to  this  cause.  We  regard  the  temper- 
t  ance  reformation,  as  one  of  the  noblest  and  best  efforts  that 
Christians  have  ever  made  for  the  salvation  of  sinners,  and 
t  earnestly  do  we  recommend  it  to  the  prayers  and  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  our  people. 

* 

Conclusion. 

) 

Finally,  we  have  all  reason  to  humble  ourselves  before 
God,  that  under  all  the  gracious  dealings  of  his  Providence 
and  Spirit  with  us,  we  have  done  so  little  for  his  cause. — 
But  while  we  mourn  over  our  past  errors  and  offences,  let 
us  endeavor,  by  the  assistance  of  his  grace,  to  be  more  faith¬ 
ful  for  the  future.  Let  the  ministers  of  the  word  dedicate 
themselves  anew  to  the  service  of  their  Great  Master,  and 
seek  to  promote  his  glory,  by  a  diligent  and  enlightened  dis¬ 
charge  of  their  duty.  Let  the  people  labor  together  with 
their  ministers,  and  faithfully  encourage  them  in  every  good 
work.  Let  the  whole  body  of  believers  in  all  our  churches, 
by  their  united  prayers  and  exertions,  contribute  the  full 
measure  of  their  influence,  in  promoting  the  work  of  the 
Lord.  While  we  thank  God,  for  the  displays  of  his  marvel¬ 
lous  power  and  grace,  in  the  salvation  of  many  souls  that 
have  been  gathered  into  the  church,  let  us  not  be  unmindful 
!  of  our  duty  to  those,  who  are  still  living  without  God  in  the 
world.  And  when  we  see  so  many  fields  already  white  for 


the  harvest,  let  us  pray  the  Lord,  to  send  out  more  laborers, 
that  the  blessed  opportunity  of  gathering  this  rich  harvest 
of  souls  may  not  be  lost  for  ever.  By  order  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Synod. 

D.  F.  SCHAEFFER,  President. 

G.  A.  Lintner,  Secretary. 

Baltimore ,  October  30,  1833. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNION 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 

in  the  United  States. 


Pursuant  to  the  Constitution,  the  Union  met  in  the  English  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church,  at  Baltimore,  October  30,  1833. 

The  President  being  absent,  the  Rev.  Doer.  J.  G  Schmucker  was 
called  to  the  chair. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  President  pro  tern. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  were  then  read  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 

In  the  absence  of  the’Corresponding  secretary,  a  verbal  report  was 
made  by  the  Recording  secretary,  who  stated  that,  pursuant  to  a  reso¬ 
lution  adopted  at  the  last  meeting,  requesting  the  officers  of  the 
Union  to  employ  an  agent  to  engage  in  the  service  of  the  Union,  he  in 
connexion  with  the  other  officers,  had  used  their  exertions  to  procure 
an  agent  to  engage  in  the  work  contemplated  in  the  resolution  of  the 
last  meeting  ;  but  that  in  this  attempt  they  had  failed,  and  that,  conse¬ 
quently,  but  little  had  been  done  since  our  last  meeting  to  extend  and 
promote  the  operations  of  the  Union.  He  further  stated,  that  the  Synod 
of  Hartwick,  since  the  last  meeting,  had  formed  itself  into  an  auxiliary 
Union,  and  was  attending  to  the  important  objects  of  the  Union  within 
their  bounds  ;  that  Sunday  schools  were  now  very  generally  establish¬ 
ed,  and  that  the  number  of  scholars  and  teachers  was  increasing  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Union.  The  Recording  secretary  concluded  his  state¬ 
ment  by  urging  the  brethren  engaged  in  this  cause  to  renewed  exertion, 
and  expressing  a  hope  that  the  blessings  of  God  might  continue  to  de¬ 
scend  upon  our  labors  for  the  salvation  of  the  rising  generation. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  G.  Morris,  seconded  by  Rev.  F.  Heyer, 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  of  the  Recording  secretary  be  accepted,  and 
embodied  in  the  Minutes. 

The  Treasurer  then  submitted  his  report,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
since  our  last  meeting,  he  had  received  from  a  legacy  in  Germany  to  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States  $200,  and  from 
sundry  individuals  and  churches,  $195.12i  ;  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
$395.12*. 
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Df  this  amount^  he  paid  for  books,  printing1}  wood-cut#  and  other  ex* 
penses,  $292.50i  ;  leaving  in  his  hands  $103.16. 

On  motion  of  the  Recording  Secretary,  it  was 
Resolved ,  that  the  report  of  the  treasurer  be  accepted,  and  that  the 
balance  in  his  hands  be  appropriated  towards  the  payment  of  an  ac¬ 
count  in  Philadelphia,  and  other  expenses,  as  the  Union  shall  direct* 

On  motion  of  Rev.  F.  IIeyer,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Recording  secretary  be  directed  to  confer  with 
the  book  committee  of  the  General  Synod,  and  request  them  to  transfer 
to  the  Union  a  collection  of  Hymns  published  by  Mr.  Dull,  of  Pliila* 
delphia,  for  the  use  of  Sunday  schools,  and  which  was  referred  to  them 
during  the  present  session  of  the  Synod. 

The  Union  having  been  informed  that  the  American  Sunday  School 
Union  had  engaged  in  the  publication  of  German  Sunday  school  books, 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  a  large  portion  of  our  German  population,  it 
Was 

Resolved ,  That  this  Union  are  desirous  of  co-operating  with  the 
American  Sunday  School  Union  in  promoting  the  circulation  of  German 
Sunday  school  books  within  our  bounds,  and  that  the  Recording  secre* 
tary  be  requested  to  communicate  this  resolution  to  said  Union. 

The  Union  deeming  it  important  that  a  Sunday  school  meeting ,  with 
appropriate  religious  exercises,  should  be  held  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  General  Synod,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  Rev.  Prof.  Krauth,  of  the  theological  seminary  at 
Gettysburgh,  be  requested  to  deliver  a  discourse  before  the  Sunday 
School  Union  at  the  next  convention  of  the  General  Synod. 

The  Union  then  adjourned  to  the  time  and  place  of  its  next  meeting. 
Concluding  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Morris. 

G.  A.  LINTNER,  Rec.  Sec. 


Baltimore,  October  30,  1833. 


STANDING  RESOLUTIONS 

Of  the  General  Synod. 


Religious  Works. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  clergymen  be  appointed  to  b6 
Called  the  Book  Committee,  to  delineate  more  fully  the  plan  of  those  re¬ 
ligious  works  which  shall  be  published,  and  distribute  the  editorial  labor 
among  the  brethren  elected  by  this  body,  as  much  reference  as  possi¬ 
ble  being  had  to  the  predilection  of  the  individuals  themselves. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  any  brother  has  completed  the  work  which 
he  has  undertaken,  he  shall  transmit  it  to  the  book  committee,  who 
shall  carefully  examine  it.  If  a  majority  of  the  committee  shall  judge 
the  work  to  be  well  executed,  they  shall  furnish  the  author  with  a  cer¬ 
tificate,  authorising  him  to  publish  it  under  the  sanction  of  the  General 
Synod. 

Resolved,  That  in  those  cases  in  which  the  authorship  of  a  work  is 
divided  between  several  brethren,  those  brethren  shall  confer  together 
and  make  arrangements  for  its  publication. 

Adopted  November  1,  1831. 

Relief  of  Superannuated  Ministers,  he. 

Resolved,  That  one-half  of  the  profits  of  those  works  to  be  published 
with  the  sanction  of  the  General  Synod,  after  having  been  approved  by 
the  book  committee,  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  General  Sy¬ 
nod,  to  constitute  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  superannuated  ministers,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Synods  in  connexion  with  this  body,  and  their  widows 
and  orphans. 

•  j 

Adopted,  November  1,  1831. 

Travelling  Expenses  of  Delegates  from  District  Synods. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  from  the  District  Synods  to  this  body 
be  allowed  their  actual  expenses  to  and  from  this  Synod,  not  exceeding 
five  dollars  for  every  hundred  miles. 

Adopted  November  2,  1331. 
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Missions. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  District  Synod# 
to  continue  their  exertions  for  sending  out  missionaries  to  preach  the 
gospel  to  our  destitute  people. 

Resolved,  That  a  standing  committee,  consisting  of  one  member  from 
each  Synod  in  connexion  with  this  body,  be  appointed,  to  be  called  the 
Missionary  Committee,  who  shall  submit,  at  each  meeting  of  this  body, 
a  report  embracing  all  such  information  as  they  shall  deem  important 
and  necessary  to  be  published  for  promoting  the  interests  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary  cause. 

Adopted  October  SO,  1833. 

District  Synods . 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  District  Synods  connected 
With  this  body,  to  adopt  a  uniform  rule,  requiring  ministers  and  con¬ 
gregations  to  unite  with  the  respective  Synods  within  whose  bound* 
they  may  be  located. 

Adopted  October  30,  1833. 

Festival  of  the  Reformation. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  ministers  and  churches  in 
our  connexion  to  celebrate  the  31st  of  October  in  each  year,  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  the  commencement  of  the  Reformation. 

Adopted  October  30,  1833. 

Temperance. 

Resolved,  That  this  body  feels  deeply  interested  in  the  progress  of 
the  temperance  reformation  ;  that  we  view  the  efforts  which  are  now 
making  in  different  parts  of  the  country  to  promote  this  course  as 
claiming  the  support  and  co-operation  of  the  friends  of  true  religion  in 
our  church,  and  that  we  earnestly  recommend  the  formation  of  tempe¬ 
rance  societies  to  the  people  in  our  connexion. 

Adopted  October  30,  1833. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Of  the  General  Synod. 


Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 

Rev.  J.  D.  Kurtz,  d.  d.,  Baltimore, 

Rev.  J.  G.  Schmucker,  d.  d.,  York,  Pa. 

Hymn  Book  Committee. 

Rev.  S.  S.  Schmucker,  ».  d.,  Gettysburgh,  Pa. 
Rev.  J.  G.  Schmucker,  d.  d.  York,  Pa. 

Rev.  G.  Shober,  Salem,  N.  C. 

Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  Gettysburgh,  Pa. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Morris,  Baltimore. 

Editing  Committee. 

Rev.  J.  D.  Kurtz,  d.  d.,  Baltimore. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Schmucker,  d.  d.,  York,  Pa. 

Rev.  E.  L.  Hazelius,  d.  d.,  Lexington  S.  C. 
Rev.  S.  S.  Schmucker,  d.  d.,  Gettysburgh,  Pa. 
Rev.  G.  B.  Miller,  Hartwick,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  J.  Backman,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Rev.  W.  Schmid,  Canton,  Ohio, 

Rev.  G.  Shober,  Salem,  N.  C. 

Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  Gettysburgh,  Pa. 

Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  Frederick,  Md. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Lintner,  Schoharie,  N.  Y. 

Rev  J.  N.  Hoffman,  Chambersburgh,  Pa. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Morris,  Baltimore, 

Rev.  C.  Hinckel,  Ohio, 

Rev.  J.  C.  Baker,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Book  Committee. 

Rev.  S.  S.  Schmucker,  ©.  d.,  Gettysburgh.  Pa. 
Rev.  J.  G.  Schmucker,  d.  d.,  York,  Pa. 

Rev.  E.  L.  Hazelius,  d.  d.,  Lexington,  S.  C. 
Rev.  J.  G.  Morris,  Baltimore, 

Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  Frederick,  Md. 
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Missionary  Committee, 

Rev.  J.  G.  Schmucker,  d.  d.,  York,  Pa. 

Rev.  H.  Graeber,  Lincoln,  N.  C. 

Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  Frederick,  Md. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Lintner,  Schoharie,  N.  Y. 

Committee  of  Correspondence  with.  District  Synods  not  connected  with 

the  General  Synod. 

Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  Frederick,  Md. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Lintner,  Schoharie,  N.  Y. 

C.  A.  Morris,  Esq.,  York,  Pa. 


STATISTICS 


Qj  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States ■„ 

for  the  year  1833. 


GENERAL  SYNOD. 

Officers.. 

President,  Rev.  David  F.  Schaeffer,  Frederick,  Md 
Secretary,  Rev.  George  A.  Lintner,  Schoharie,  N.  Y. 

Treasurer,  Charles  A.  Morris,  York,  Pa. 

This  body  is  composed  of  delegates  from  the  District  Synods,  and 
meets  biennially.  Next  convention  to  be  held  at  York,  Pa.,  on  the 
second  Sunday  after  Whitsuntide,  1835. 

SYNOD  OF  EAST  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Officers. 

Senior,  Rev.  F.  D.  Schaeffer,  d.  d.,  Philadelphia. 

President ,  Rev.  J.  C.  Baker,  Lancaster, 

Secretary,  Rev.  J.  Miller,  Reading. 

Treasurer,  Rev.  Mr.  Ulrich,  Tulpehocken,  Pa. 

Congregations,  191;  ministers,  51;  baptisms,  4,563  ;  confirmations, 
2,442  :  communicants,  23,242. 

SYNOD  OF  NEW-YORK.. 

Officers. 

Senior,  Rev.  F.  W.  Geissenhainer,  d.  d.,  New-York. 

President,  Rev.  Augustus  Wackerhagen,  d.  d.,  Clermont. 
Secretary,  Rev.  Jacob  Berger,  Ghent. 

Treasurer,  Rev.  Henry  N.  Pohlman,  N.  Germantown,  N.  J: 

Ministers,  22;  congregations,  25;  baptisms,  797;  confirmations, 
222  ;  communicants,  3,398  ;  Sunday  schools,  10  ;  teachers,  12. 

Next  meeting  at  Palatine,  Montgomery  co.,  Sept.  1834. 

SYNOD  OF  OHIO. 

Officers. 

President,  Rev.  A.  Henkel,  Germantown,  Ohio. 

Secretary,  Rev.  C.  G.  Schweitzerbarth,  Zenienople,  Pa.. 
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Treasurer,  Rev.  J.  Wagenhals,  New-Lancaster,  Ohio. 

Ministers,  30  ;  licentiates,  G  ;  congregations,  130  ;  baptisms,  2,17* 
confirmations,  720  :  communicants,  9,000. 

SYNOD  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Officers. 

President,  Rev.  H.  Graeber,  Lincoln  county. 

Secretary,  Rev.  W.  Artz,  Orange  county. 

Treasurer,  Rev.  T.  Lintz. 

Ministers,  12;  congregations,  33;  baptisms,  411;  confirmations, 
144;  communicants,  2,000. 

Next  meeting,  Wythe  county,  Va.,  May,  1834. 

SYNOD  OF  MARYLAND  AND  VIRGINIA. 

Officers. 

President,  Rev.  M.  Wachter,  Frederick,  Md. 

Secretary,  Rev.  J.  Medtart,  Martinsburgh,  Ya. 

Treasurer,  Rev.  J.  G.  Morris,  Baltimore. 

Ministers,  17  ;  congregations,  48  ;  baptisms,  1,345  ;  confirmations, 
552  ;  communicants,  4,756. 

SYNOD  OF  WEST  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Officers. 

President,  Rev.  F.  Heyer,  Somerset,  Pa. 

Secretary ,  Rev.  W.  Jaeger,  Bedford  county. 

Treasurer  Rev.  W.  Heim,  Landisburgh,  Perry  county. 

Ministers,  31 ;  congregations,  121  ;  baptisms,  2,077  ;  confirmations, 
1,377;  communicants,  9,872;  Sunday  schools,  66;  congregational 
schools,  58. 

SYNOD  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Officers. 

President,  Rev.  J.  Bachman,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Secretary,  Rev.  S.  A.  Mealy,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Treasurer,  Rev.  G.  Dreher,  Lexington,  S.  C. 

Ministers,  7  ;  congregations,  27 ;  baptisms,  736 ;  confirmations, 
490  ;  communicants,  1,752. 

HARTWICK  SYNOD  OF  NEW-YORK. 

Officers. 

President,  Rev.  A.  Crownse,  Guilderland. 

Secretary ,  Rev.  J.  D.  Lawyer,  Sandlake. 
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Ti-easurer ,  Rev.  D.  Eyster,  Dansville. 

Ministers,  15;  congregations,  36;  baptisms,  613;  confirmation*, 
1051  ;  communicants,  3,537. 

Next  meeting  of  the  Synod  at  Guilderland,  Albany  county,  in  Sept, 
1834. 

SYNOD  OP  VIRGINIA. 

Officers. 

President ,  Rev.  M.  Meyerhaeffer. 

Secretary ,  Rev.  D.  J.  Hauer. 

Treasurer,  J.  P.  Dagey. 

Ministers,  6 ;  congregations,  24 ;  baptisms,  468 ;  confirmations, 
184;  communicants,  1,976. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNION  OF  THE  EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN 
CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Officers. 

President ,  Rev.  David  F.  Schaeffer,  Frederick,  Md. 

Recording  Secretary ,  Rev.  George  A.  Lintner,  Schoharie,  N.  Y. 
Ti  • easurcr ,  C.  A.  Morris,  York,  Pa. 

Corresponding  Secretary ,  Rev.  S.  S.  Sclnnucker,  Gettysburgh,  Pa, 
■The  Union  meets  at  the  time  and  place  fixed  for  the  next  biennial 
convention  of  the  General  Synod. 


MISSIONARY  AND  EDUCATION  SOCIETIES  OF  THE  EVAN.  LUTH, 
CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Missionary  Society  of  North  Carolina  and 
Adjacent  States.  Formed  May  7,  1828. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  Rev.  D.  P.  Rosenmiller,  Germantown,  N.  C. 
Vice-Presidents,  Rev.  G.  Sliober,  Salem. 

Rev.  D.  Scherer,  Cabarrus. 

C.  Volger,  Esq. 

C.  Brown,  Esq. 

Secretary ,  Rev.  W.  Artz,  Orange  county.  , 

Treasurer,  Rev.  D.  Scherer,  Cabarrus. 

12  Directors. 
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Parent  Domestic  Missionary  and  Education  Society  of  the  Evangelical  Lu¬ 
theran  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  Formed  Oct.  20,  1828. 

OFFICERS. 

President ,  George  Hager,  Esq.,  Baltimore. 

Vice-Presidents,  Rev.  Doct.  Kurtz,  Baltimore. 

Rev.  B.  Kurtz,  Chambersburgh. 

Rev.  A.  Reck,  Frederick,  Md. 

J.  Schryock,  Esq.,  Hagerstown. 

Recording  Secretary,  Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  Frederick,  Md. 
Treasurer,  Lewis  Medtart,  Esq.,  Frederick. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Rev.  J.  G.  Morris,  Baltimore. 

20  Managers. 

Society  meets  annually  at  the  time  and  place  fixed  for  the  meeting 
bf  the  Synod  of  Maryland. 

Missionary  and  Education  Society  of  the  Synod  of  West  Pennsylvania. 

OFFICERS. 

* 

President ,  Hon.  J.  A.  Schultze,  Carlisle* 

Vice-Presidents,  Rev.  Doct.  Schmucker,  York. 

Rev.  J;  Ruthrauf,  Greencastle. 

Secretaries,  Rev.  F.  Heyer,  Somerset. 

Rev.  N.  G.  Sharretts,  Indiana. 

Treasurer,  Rev.  J.  W.  Heim. 

Annual  meetings  of  the  Society  at  the  time  and  place  fixed  for  the 
meeting  of  the  Synod. 


TtfEOLOGlfcAL  sfeMINARIES  OF  THE  EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN 
CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Hartwick  Seminary,  Otsego  County,  JV.  Y.  Founded  in  1815. 

Rev.  G.  B.  Miller,  Principal. 

Rev.  H.  J.  Smith,  Assistant  Teacher. 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 

Officers. 

'Rev.  Augustus  Wackerhagen,  Clermont,  President. 

R.  Campbell,  Esq.  Cooperstown,  Secretary. 
i.  Clark,  Hartwick.  Treasurer. 

W.  C.  Bouck,  Esq.,  Schoharie,  Agent. 

Members. 

Rev.  F.  G.  Mayer,  Albany, 

Rev.  G.  A.  Lintner,  Schoharie* 
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Rev.  G.  A.  Lintner,  Schoharie, 

Rev.  J.  D.  Lawyer,  Sandlake, 

D.  Simmons,  Esq.  Brunswick, 

P.  N.  Bonesteel,  Esq.  Rhinebeck, 

A.  Metcalf,  Esq.  Otsego, 

J.  C.  Moeller,  Esq.  Sharon, 

S.  Nelson,  Esq.  Cooperstown. 

Theological  Seminary  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  the  United  States,  Gettysburgh,  Pa.  Founded  in  1825. 

Rev.  Samuel  S.  Schmucker,  d.  d.,  Professor  of  Didactic,  Polemic  and 
Pastoral  Theology  and  Pulpit  Eloquence. 

Rev.  Charles  P.  Krauth,  Professor  of  Sacred  Literature,  Ecclesias¬ 
tical  History,  &,c. 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Officers. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Schmucker,  d.  d.,  York,  Pa.,  President. 

Rev.  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  Frederick,  Md.,  Vice-President. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Morris,  Baltimore,  Secretary. 

C.  A.  Morris,  Esq.,  York,  Pa.,  Treasurer. 

Members. 

Rev.  F.  Ruthrauf,  Sen.,  Greencastle,  Pa. 

Rev.  E.  Keller, 

Rev.  J.  Bager, 

Rev.  A.  Reck,  Frederick,  Md. 

Doct.  D.  Gilbert, 

Rev.  G.  Shober,  Salem,  N.  C. 

Rev.  W.  Artz,  Orange  county,  N.  C. 

Rev.  D.  P.  Rosenmiller,  Germantown,  N.  C. 

Mr.  G.  Throstle, 

Mr.  L.  Medtart,  Frederick,  Md. 

Mr.  C.  Melchior,  N.  C. 

Mr.  G.  Vogler,  N.  C. 

Theological  Seminary  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Ohio ,  Canton 

Ohio.  Founded  in  1830. 

Rev.  W.  Schmid,  Professor  of  Christian  Theology. 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Rev.  A.  Henkel,  Germantown, 

Rev.  J.  Leist,  Pickaway  county, 

Rev.  C.  G.  Schweitzerbarth,  Zelienople, 

Rev.  J.  W agenhals,  Centreville, 
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Mr.  Augustus  Swan, 

Mr.  Christian  Heyl, 

Mr.  John  Leist, 

Mr.  F.  A.  Schneider. 

Theological  Seminary  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina. 

Rev.  E.  L.  Hazelius,  d.  d.,  Professor  of  Christian  Theology. 

This  Seminary  was  established  by  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod 
of  South  Carolina,  in  1829. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Schwartz  was  elected  Professor  of  Theology,  and  a 
Board  of  Directors  chosen  to  superintend  the  affairs  of  the  Seminary. 

The  professorship  was  since  vacated,  by  the  lamented  death  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Schwartz,  and  Rev.  Doct.  Hazelius  chosen  to  fill  the  station. 

The  Seminary  is  now  in  full  operation  under  the  .care  of  Rev.  Doct. 
Hazelius  and  a  Board  of  Directors,  whose  names  we  have  not  learned. 


CONSTITUTION 


Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  North- America. 


Translated  from  the  original  German  copy. 


JESUS  CHRIST,  the  Supreme  Head  of  His  Church,  having  pre¬ 
scribed  no  entire  specific  directory  for  government  and  discipline,  and 
every  section  of  his  church  being  left  at  full  liberty  to  make  such  regu¬ 
lations  to  that  effect,  as  may  he  most  adapted  to  its  situation  and  cir¬ 
cumstances,  therefore — Relying  upon  God  our  Father,  in  the  name  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  under  the  guidance  and  direction  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  the  Word  of  God,  for  the  promotion  of  the  practice  of  broth¬ 
erly  love,  to  the  furtherance  of  Christian  concord,  to  the  firm  estab¬ 
lishment  and  continuance  of  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of 
peace — We,  the  Deputies  of  the  “German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod 
of  Pennsylvania  and  the  neighboring  States,”  of  the  “German  and 
English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
and  the  bordering  States,”  of  the  “Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium 
in  the  State  of  New-York,  and  the  neighboring  States  and  Countries,” 
and  of  the  “Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
&c.,”  for  ourselves  and  successors,  do  adopt  the  following  fundamental 
articles,  viz  : 

ARTICLE  I. 

The  name,  style  and  title  of  this  Convention  shall  be,  uThe  Evan¬ 
gelical  I  Alike)' an  General  Synod  of  ike  United  States  of  North  Jlmerica 


ARTICLE  II. 

The  General  Synod  shall  consist  of  the  Deputies  from  the  several 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Synodical  Conventions  in  the  United  States,  who 
may  join  themselves  thereunto,  and  be  duly  acknowledged  as  members 
thereof,  in  the  following  ratio,  namely  : 

Every  Synodal  body,  or  Synod,  (whether  of  Ministers  only,  or  of 
Ministers  and  Lay  Deputies  together,)  containing  six  Ministers,  may 
send  one;  if  it  contains  fourteen,  two  ;  if  twenty-five,  three;  if  forty, 


four;  if  sixty,  five;  and  if  it  contain  eighty-six  Ministers  or  upwards, 
six  Deputies,  of  the  rank  of  ordained  Ministers,  and  an  equal  number  of 
Lay  Deputies. 

Each  Deputy,  appearing  in  the  General  Synod  according  to  this  ra¬ 
tio,  shall,  except  as  hereinafter  provided,  enjoy  an  equal  right  and  vote 
with  all  others.  Every  Synod  may  choose  its  Deputies  in  such  a  way 
and  manner  as  to  them  may  seem  proper ;  and  shall  pay  the  travelling 
expenses  of  the  same,  to  and  from  the  General  Synod,  until  the  General 
Synod  shall  have  established  for  itself  a  treasury  from  which  the  future 
expenses  may  he  discharged. 


ARTICLE  III. 

The  business  of  the  General  Synod  shall  be  as  follows,  namely  : 

Sec.  I.  The  General  Synod  shall  examine  the  Proceedings  of  the 
several  Synods  and  Ministeriums  belonging  to  this  association,  in  order 
that  they  may  obtain  some  knowledge  of  the  existing  state  and  condition 
of  the  Church.  The  several  Synods,  therefore,  shall  transmit  as'many 
copies  of  their  proceedings  to  the  General  Synod,  as  there  shall  be 
members  contained  in  the  General  Synod. 

Sec.  II.  With  regrad  to  all  books  and  loritings  proposed  for  public 
use  in  the  church,  the  General  Synod  shall  act  as  a  joint  committee  of 
the  special  Synods  and  Ministeriums,  after  the  following  manner,  viz  . 

1 .  The  General  Synod  shall  examine  all  books  and  writings,  such  as 
catechisms,  forms  of  liturgy,  collections  of  hymns,  or  confessions  of 
faith,  proposed  by  the  special  synods  for  public  use,  and  give  their  well 
considered  advice,  counsel  or  opinion  concerning  the  same.  No  synod, 
therefore,  and  no  ministerium,  standing  in  connexion  with  this  General 
Synod,  shall  set  forth  any  new  book  or  writing  of  the  kind  above  men¬ 
tioned,  for  public  use  in  the  church,  without  having  previously  trans¬ 
mitted  a  full  and  complete  copy  thereof  to  the  General  Synod,  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  their  said  advice,  counsel  or  opinion. 

2.  Whenever  the  General  Synod  shall  deem  it  proper  or  necessary, 
they  may  propose  to  the  special  synods  or  ministeriums  new  books  or 
writings  of  the  kind  mentioned  above,  for  general  or  special  public  use. 
Every  proposal  of  the  kind,  the  several  or  respective  synods  and  ministe¬ 
riums  shall  duly  consider,  and  if  they,  or  any  one  of  them,  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  the  said  book  or  books,  writing  or  writings,  will  not  con¬ 
duce  to  the  end  proposed,  then,  and  in  such  a  case,  it  is  hoped,  that  the 
reasons  of  such  opinion  will  be  transmitted  to  the  next  convention  of 
the  General  Synod,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  entered  on  their 
journal. 


53 


3.  But  no  General  Synod  can  be  allowed  to  possess  or  arrogate  unto 
itself,  “  the  power  of  prescribing;  among  us  uniform  ceremonies  of  reli¬ 
gion  for  every  part  of  the  church or  to  introduce  such  alterations  in 
matters  appertaining  to  the  faith,  or  to  the  mode  of  publishing  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ,  (the  Son  of  God  and  ground  of  our  faith  and  hope) 
as  might  in  any  way  tend  to  burden  the  consciences  of  the  brethren  in 
Christ. 

Sec.  III.  If  hereafter  twenty-five  ministers,  dwelling  together  with¬ 
in  a  certain  marked  boundary,  fifteen  of  whom  being  ordained  ministers, 
shall  apply  to  the  General  Synod  for  permission  to  create  within  them¬ 
selves  a  special  ministerium,  and  the  synod  or  ministerium  to  which 
they  have  previously  belonged,  do  not,  upon  due  notice  given  of  their 
intention  so  to  apply,  make  any  serious  or  important  objection,  then 
the  General  Synod  shall  have  power  to  grant  the  permission ;  and  if 
within  the  bounds  of  a  whole  state  no  special  synod  or  ministerium 
shall  yet  have  existed,  and  six  ordained  ministers  residing  therein  shall 
apply  for  permission  to  create  within  themselves  a  special  ministerium, 
the  General  Synod  shall  authorize  the  establishment  of  a  new  synod 
and  ministerium  within  the  said  state.  But  until  the  permission  or  au¬ 
thority  be  thus  formally  conceded,  no  Deputies  of  a  new  synod  or  min¬ 
isterium  shall  be  acknowledged  to  have  a  seat  and  vote  in  the  General 
Synod. 

Sec.  IV.  With  regard  to  the  grades  in  the  ministry,  the  General 
Synod  may  give  to  the  several  ministeriums  well  considered  advice, 
wherein  the  circumstances  of  time,  place  and  condition  must  be  duly 
contemplated,  and  a  beneficial  uniformity,  and  actual  equality,  of  rank 
among  the  several  ministers,  must,  as  much  as  possible,  be  had  in 
view.  The  General  Synod  shall  also  advise  such  rules  and  regulations 
among  the  several  synods  and  ministeriums,  as  may  prevent  unpleasant 
and  unfriendly  collisions,  that  might  otherwise  arise  out  of  any  diffe¬ 
rence  of  grades  existing  among  them,  or  from  any  whatever  other  pos¬ 
sible  causes. 

Sec.  Y.  The  General  Synod  shall  not  be  looked  upon  as  a  tribunal 
of  appeal ;  it  may,  however,  be  employed  in  the  following  cases,  and  af¬ 
ter  the  following  manner : 

1.  The  General  Synod  may  give  advice  or  opinion,  when  complaints 
shall  be  brought  before  them,  by  whole  synods,  ministeriums,  congre¬ 
gations,  or  individual  ministers,  concerning  doctrine  or  discipline. 
They  shall,  however,  be  extremely  careful,  that  the  consciences  of  mi¬ 
nisters  of  the  gospel  be  not  burdened  with  human  inventions,  laws  or 
devices,  and  that  no  one  be  oppressed  by  reason  of  differences  of  opin¬ 
ion  on  non-fundamental  doctrine. 
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2.  If  parties,  differing  in  matters  of  doctrine  and  discipline,  refer  the 
cause  of  difference,  in  a  brotherly  manner,  to  the  General  Synod,  they 
shall  institute  a  close  and  exact  scrutiny  and  examination  thereof,  and 
give  their  opinion  on  the  subject  of  difference,  according  to  their  best 
insight  of  right,  equity,  brotherly  love,  and  truth. 

3.  If  difference  between  synods  be  referred,  the  votes  thereon  shall 
be  taken  by  synods,  and  the  referring  synods  shall  have  no  vote. 

Sec.  VI.  The  General  Synod  may  devise  plans  for  seminaries  of  ed¬ 
ucation  and  missionary  institutions,  as  well  as  for  the  aid  of  poor  minis¬ 
ters,  and  the  widows  and  orphans  of  poor  ministers,  and  endeavor,  with 
the  help  of  God,  to  carry  them  into  effect. 

Sec.  VII.  The  General  Synod  may  also  institute  and  create  a  trea¬ 
sury,  for  the  effectual  advancement  of  its  purposes. 

Sec.  VIII.  The  General  Synod  shall  apply  all  their  powers,  their 
prayers  and  their  means,  towards  the  prevention  of  schisms  among  us, 
to  be  sedulously  and  incessantly  regardful  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
times,  and  of  every  casual  rise  and  progress  of  unity  of  sentiment  among 
Christians  in  general,  in  older  that  the  blessed  opportunities  to  promote 
concord  and  unity,  and  the  interests  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom,  may 
not  pass  by  neglected  and  unavailing. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

The  General  Synod  shall  choose  from  among  their  own  number  a 
president  and  a  secretary  ;  and  from  among  their  own  number  or  else¬ 
where,  as  soon  as  it  may  be  necessary,  a  treasurer.  They  shall  con¬ 
tinue  in  office  until  the  next  succeeding  convention.  The  same  person  ' 
is  at  all  times  re-eligible  as  secretary  or  treasurer  ;  but  no  one  may  be 
elected  president  more  than  two  conventions  in  succession,  and  the 
same  person  cannot  thereafter  be  elected  for  the  two  successively  fol¬ 
lowing  conventions. 

Sec.  I.  The  president  shall  act  as  chairman  of  the  convention.  He 
may  make  motions,  give  his  opinion,  and  vote  like  every  other  member. 
With  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  minister  of  the  place  where 
the  convention  is  held,  he  shall  appoint  the  several  preachers  during  the 
convention.  He  shall  subscribe  all  letters,  written  advices,  resolutions 
and  proceedings  of  the  Synod.  In  extraordinary  cases,  and  by  request 
of  any  one  of  the  acknowledged  synods,  made  known  to  him  in  the  form 
of  a  synodical  or  ministerial  resolution,  he  may  call  together  special 
conventions  of  the  General  Synod.  In  case  the  business  of  the  secre¬ 
tary  become  too  burdensome  for  one  person  to  execute,  he  shall,  with 


55 


the  concurrence  of  the  secretary,  appoint  an  assistant  secretary,  and 
make  known  to  him  what  portion  of  the  labors  he  ought  to  undertake. 

Sec.  II.  The  secretary  shall  keep  a  journal  of  the  proceedings,  write, 
attest,  take  care  of  all  the  documents  and  writings  make  known  the 
time  and  place  of  the  convention,  by  the  medium  of  the  public  prints, 
at  least  three  months  beforehand,  and,  in  the  special  or  extraordinary 
cases  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section,  he  shall  give  written  notice 
thereof  to  each  of  the  special  synods  or  ministeriums. 

Sec.  III.  If  the  president  or  secretary,  in  the  intermediate  time  be¬ 
tween  the  conventions,  depart  this  life,  resign  his  office,  or  become  in¬ 
capable  of  executing  the  same,  the  next  in  office  shall  take  his  place 
and  perform  his  duties  ;  if  it  be  the  treasurer,  then  the  president  shall 
appoint  another  treasurer  ad  interim  in  his  stead. 

Sec.  IY.  The  treasurer  shall  keep  account  of  the  receipts  and  ex¬ 
penditures  of  the  Synod.  He  shall  give  receipts  for  all  monies  put  into 
his  hands.  He  shall  not  pay  any  monies  out  of  his  hands  but  by  order 
of  the  president,  attested  by  the  secretary,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution 
of  the  Synod  to  that  effect.  At  every  convention  of  the  Synod  he  shall 
render  account.  • 


ARTICLE  V. 

The  course  of  business  shall  be  conducted  as  follows,  viz  : 

1.  The  deputies  shall  give  personal  notice  of  their  arrival  to  the 
minister  of  the  place,  or  if  the  congregation  be  vacant  of  a  minister,  to 
any  other  person  appointed  by  the  congregation  for  the  purpose,  who 
shall  make  known  to  them  their  place  of  residence,  and  the  place  where 
the  sessions  shall  be  held. 

2.  At  nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  first  week-day  of  the  time 
of  convocation,  the  sessions  shall  begin  and  be  opened  with  prayer. 

3.  The  president  elected  by  the  former  convention,  shall  act  as 
chairman  till  another  president  be  chosen.  In  case  of  his  absence,  the 
persons  present  may,  on  motion  made  and  seconded,  appoint  another 
in  his  stead. 

4.  The  members  shall  give  in  to  the  chairman  their  attestations  or 
certificates.  For  all  the  deputies  from  any  one  particular  synod,  one 
certificate,  signed  by  the  president  and  attested  by  the  secretary  of  that 
synod,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient,  and  all  the  members  of  the  same  sy¬ 
nod  shall  sit  together. 

5.  If  a  majority  of  the  deputies  of  a  majority  of  the  synods  attached 
to  the  General  Synod,  be  present,  the  business  shall  go  on.  If  this 


proportion  be  lacking,  the  members  present  may,  from  time  to  time, 
postpone  the  sessions  of  the  convention. 

6.  The  president,  secretary  and  treasurer  shall  be  elected  by  ballot, 
on  the  first  day  of  the  sessions,  and  so  soon  as  the  members  shall  have 
given  in  their  certificates. 

7.  The  proceedings  of  the  former  convention  shall  be  read  by  the  sec¬ 
retary. 

8.  Hereupon  follow  the  several  portions  of  business  according  to  Ar¬ 
ticle  3,  section  for  section. 

9.  Now  other  mixed  motions  may  be  made,  concerning  the  subjects 
already  discussed,  or  any  other  matters  that  may  occur. 

10.  In  conclusion,  the  General  Synod  shall  appoint,  by-  ballot,  the 
time  and  place  of  the  next  convention,  observing  at  all  times,  however, 
that  one  convention,  at  least,  be  held  every  three  years. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

The  General  Synod  may  make  whatever  by-laws  they  may  deem  ne¬ 
cessary,  provided  only,  that  the  said  by-laws  do  not  contradict  the  spi¬ 
rit  of  the  constitution. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

No  alteration  of  this  constitution  may  be  made  except  by  the  consent 
of  two-thirds  of  the  synods  attached  to  this  convention  ;  notice  of  the 
intended  alteration  having  been  given  to  the  said  synods  at  least  two 
years  previous  to  the  final  adoption  thereof. 

Signed  October  24th,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1820. 

J.  G.  SCHMUCKER, 

GEO.  LOCHMAN, 

CHRISTIAN  ENDRESS, 

F.  W.  GEISSENHAINER,  D  7 
H.  A.  MUHLENBERG,  ™ 

CHR.  KUNKEL, 

WM.  HENSEL, 

PETER  STICHTER, 

PH.  F.  MAYER, 

F.  C.  SCHAEFFER, 

GOTTL.  SCHOBER, 

PETER  SCHMUCKER, 

DAVID  KURTZ, 

D.  F.  SCHAEFFER, 

GEO.  SCHRYOCK, 
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^  Of  New- York. 

|  Of  North  Carolina 

>  Of  Maryland. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  DISTRICT  SYNODS# 


CHAPTER  VIII.* 

OF  SYNODS. 

Sec.  I.  It  was  found  necessary  and  profitable  in  the  primitive  church, 
to  have  an  occasional  meeting  of  different  individual  churches,  for  the 
purpose  of  consultation  and  mutual  encouragement,  in  preserving  their 
purity  and  promoting  their  welfare. f  This  apostolical  custom  is  re¬ 
tained  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  under  the  name  of  Conference,  Synod 
and  General  Synod. 

II.  A  synod  consists  of  all  the  miilisters  and  licensed  candidates,  and 
an  equal  number  of  lay  delegates,  within  a  certain  district. 

III.  The  number  of  lay-votes  can  never  exceed  that  of  the  ordained 
clergymen  and  licentiates  :  and  if  a  lay-delegate  be  present  from  a  dis¬ 
trict  from  which  there  is  no  minister  present  in  the  Synod,  he  shall 
have  a  seat  and  the  liberty  of  speech,  but  no  vote. 

IV.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  synod,  to  see  that  the  rules  of  gov¬ 
ernment  and  discipline  prescribed  in  this  Formula,  are  observed  by  all 
the  congregations  and  ministers  within  their  bounds,  to  receive  appeals 
from  decisions  of  church-councils,  and  of  Special  Conferences  when 
regularly  brought  before  them,  and  review  and  reverse  or  confirm  the 
decisions  to  which  they  refer  ;  to  examine  and  decide  on  all  charges 
against  ministers  and  licentiates,  that  of  heterodoxy  alone  excepted  ; 
to  form  and  change  ministerial  districts  ;  to  attend  to  any  business  re¬ 
lating  to  their  churches,  which  is  regularly  brought  before  them,  to 
provide  supplies  for  destitute  congregations,  and  to  devise  and  execute 
all  suitable  measures  for  the  promotion  of  piety  and  the  general  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  church,  not  otherwise  disposed  of  in  this  Formula. 

V.  To  this  end  the  Synod  and  Ministerium  shall  have  power  to  cite 
any  church-members  within  their  bounds  to  appear  before  them  ;  and 
to  endeavor  to  obtain  other  witnesses,  when  the  case  may  require  it. 

VI.  If  any  congregation,  hitherto  in  connexion  with  a  Synod,  should 
refuse  to  observe  the  resolutions  of  said  Synod,  or  the  provisions  of 


*  As  the  directory  for  the  government  of  individual  congregations,  already  pnb- 
lishcd,  and  this  Constitution  for  Synods  and  that  of  the  General  Synod,  are  part* 
of  one  entire  system  of  Lutheran  Church  government,  the  Chapter*  are  nurabeoed 
as  a  continuation  of  the  former  part. 

f  Acts  xv,  2,  6,  22,  23— 2S.  Acts  xi,  22,  30.  xxi,  17,  IS.  Acts  vi. 
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this  Formula,  it  shall  be  excluded  from  connexion  from  said  Synod 
during  the  time  of  its  refusal ;  nor  shall  any  other  Synod,  nor  any 
Lutheran  minister  or  licentiate,  take  charge  of  it  without  special  per¬ 
mission  of  the  President.  Provided,  however,  that  if  the  charter  of 
an  incorporated  congregation  be  at  variance  with  any  articles  of  this 
F ormula,  said  charter  shall  have  precedence  of  those  articles  with  which 
it  is  in  conflict. 

VII.  Any  congregation  may  become  connected  with  the  Synod  with¬ 
in  whose  bounds  it  is  situated,  by  acceding  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Formula,  and  making  some  annual  contribution  towards  defraying  the 
necessary  expenses  of  said  Synod.  For  this  purpose  an  annual  collec¬ 
tion  ought  to  be  held  in  each  congregation. 

VIII.  At  least  one  meeting  of  each  Synod  shall  be  held  every  year, 
at  such  time  and  place  as  may  have  been  determined  on. 

IX.  No  minister  or  licentiate  shall  be  absent  from  the  meeting  of 
the  Synod  without  the  most  urgent  necessity.  In  ca$e  of  his  absence, 
he  shall,  if  possible,  send  to  the  Synod  a  written  apology,  for  his  ab¬ 
sence.  Voluntary  ministerial  engagements  shall  not  be  regarded  as  a 
sufficient  excuse.  Any  minister  or  licentiate  violating  the  provision  of 
this  section,  shall  be  called  to  account  by  the  President  at  the  next 
meeting. 

X.  These  written  apologies,  as  well  as  all  other  letters  and  papers 
intended  for  the  Synod  or  Ministerium,  ought  to  be  addressed  to  the 
President. 

XI.  The  minister  of  the  place  in  which  the  Synod  is  held,  with  the 
church  council,  shall  endeavour  to  provide  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
ministers,  candidates  and  lay-delegates  by  Christian  friends. 

XII.  All  the  members  of  the  Synod  shall  endeavor  to  assemble  on 
the  evening  preceeding  the  day  appointed. 

XIII.  Divine  worship  shall  be  celebrated,  during  the  meeting  of  the 
Synod,  as  often  as  may  be  convenient,  and  consistent  with  the  business 
of  the  Synod. 

XIV.  Ministers  in  good  standing  in  other  Synods,  or  in  any  sister 
churches,  who  may  happen  to  be  present,  or  who  appear  as  delegates 
from  said  bodies,  may  be  received  as  advisory  members,  but  cannot  vote 
in  any  decisions  of  the  Synod. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  SYNOD. 

Sec.  1.  The  officers  of  each  Synod  shall  be  a  President,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  who  are  also  the  officers  of  the  Ministerium. 
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II.  All  these  officers  are  annually  chosen  by  ballot,  from  among  the 
ordained  ministers  regularly  belonging  to  the  Synod,  by  a  majority  of 
the  votes  of  the  ministers,  licentiates  and  lay-delegates  present.  The 
same  persons  shall  not  be  eligible  for  more  than  three  successive  years. 

President. 

III.  The  President  shall  deliver  a  synodical  discourse  at  the  meeting 
of  every  synod :  and  he  shall,  in  connexion  with  the  pastor  of  the 
place,  appoint  the  other  individuals  who  are  to  preach  during  the  ses¬ 
sion. 

IV.  He  shall  at  the  beginning  of  every  Synod,  make  a  written  re¬ 
port  of  all  the  official  business  transacted  and  letters  received  by  him 
since  the  last  meeting,  and  of  all  the  important  events  which  have  oc¬ 
curred  relating  to  his  Synod,  and  may  recommend  for  their  considera¬ 
tion  any  measures,  which  he  may  deem  necessary  or  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  cause  of  God.  This  report  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  and 
dealt  with  as  with  all  other  papers  coming  before  the  body. 

V.  He  presides  at  all  the  meetings  of  the  Synod  and  Ministerium. 

VI.  The  President  has  a  right  to  take  part  in  the  discussions  as  well 
as  any  other  member.  When  the  house  is  equally  divided  on  any  ques¬ 
tion,  he  has  the  casting  vote.  In  all  other  cases  he  has  no  suffrage, 
except  wrhen  an  election  is  made  by  ballot,  and  then  he  has  not  the  cast¬ 
ing  vote. 

VII.  The  President  shall  preserve  order,  not  suffer  more  than  one 
member  to  speak  at  a  time,  secure  to  each  person  liberty  to  speak  with 
out  interruption  from  others,  and  shall  prevent  a  speaker  from  deviat¬ 
ing  from  the  subject  before  the  house. 

VIII.  The  President  shall  take  care  that  each  subject  be  duly  con¬ 
sidered  before  a  decision  be  made.  He  shall  distinctly  rehearse  each 
motion,  when  no  one  has  any  further  observations  to  offier,  and  take 
the  votes  of  the  house  on  the  same. 

IX.  When  the  votes  are  called  for,  they  are  to  be  given  simply  by 
Yea,  and  Nay,  and  no  further  observations  are  then  admissible. 

X.  The  President  has  the  appointment  of  all  committees  which  are 
not  to  be  elected  by  ballot,  or  otherwise  :  and  every  motion  for  the 
formation  of  a  committee  shall  specify  in  what  way  it  is  be  formed. 

XI.  It  is  an  important  part  of  his  duty  to  give  counsel  to  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Synod  when  he  deems  it  expedient,  and  particularly  to  ad¬ 
monish  and  advise  every  erring  brother.  If  accusation  has  been  lodged 
against  any  member  of  this  body  according  to  ch.  iii.  sec.  v.  or  if  he 
has  reason  to  believe  that  any  minister  or  licentiate  is  living  in  any 
material  violation  of  the  rules  of  this  Formula,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 


60 


call  upon  the  individual  to  relieve  his  character  from  said  imputation, 
before  the  Synod  or  Ministerium. 

XII.  Should  the  President  remove  from  the  limits  of  the  Synod  or 
depart  this  life,  then  the  Secretary  shall  succeed  him,  and  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  President,  until  the  next  Synod. 

Secretary. 

XIII.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  faithful  and  accurate  account  of  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  Synod  and  Ministerium ;  carefully  preserve  all 
the  papers,  the  seal  k.c.  of  the  Synod  subject  to  their  direction,  and 
shall  do  all  the  official  writing  of  the  Synod  not  otherwise  provided  for. 

XIV.  He  shall  give  notice  (either  by  circular  or  in  the  public  papers, 
as  each  Synod  may  direct, )  to  each  minister  and  licentiate  belonging 
to  the  Synod,  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  synodical  meeting,  at  least 
six  weeks  previous  to  the  time  appointed. 

XV.  He  is  to  keep  a  register  of  the  names  of  all  the  ministers  and 
licensed  candidates,  arranged  according  to  their  age  in  office,  and  also 
of  the  congregations  whether  vacant  or  not,  connected  with  the  Synod. 

XVI.  If  the  accumulation  of  business  should  render  it  necessary, 
the  President  may  appoint  an  assistant  Secretary,  whose  office  shall 
expire  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  of  the  Synod. 

XVII.  If  in  the  recess  of  the<  Synod,  the  Secretary  should  remove 
into  the  bounds  of  another  Synod,  or  should  depart  this  life,  the  Presi¬ 
dent  shall  require  the  Archives,  the  seal  and  all  other  property  of  the 
Synod  to  be  delivered  to  him,  and  shall  retain  the  charge  of  them  un¬ 
til  the  next  session  of  the  Synod,  when  he  shall  appoint  a  Secretary 
pro  tern. 

XVIII.  Unless  the  Archives  are  otherwise  disposed  of  by  the  Synod, 
they  shall  be  in  the  charge  and  custody  of  the  Secretary.  Any  minis¬ 
ter  or  delegate  of  a  congregation  connected  with  said  Synod  shall  have 
free  access  to  them  ;  but  no  part  of  them  shall  be  allowed  to  be  taken 
away  or  destroyed. 

Tr  'easurer. 

XIX.  The  Treasurer  shall  take  charge  of  all  the  monies  belonging 
to  the  Synod,  and  shall  keep  them  subject  to  its  order.  He  shall  keep, 
and  present  at  each  annual  meeting,  a  detailed  and  faithful  account  of 
the  state  of  the  Treasury. 

XX.  Should  the  Treasurer,  during  the  recess  of  the  Synod,  remove 
out  of  the  bounds  of  the  Synod,  or  be  removed  by  death,  the  Presi¬ 
dent  shall  have  all  the  monies,  certificates,  bonds  and  documents  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Synod,  delivered  into  his  hands,  and  shall  have  the  charge 
of  them  until  the  next  Synodical  session. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

OTHER  MEMBERS  OF  A  SYNOD. 

!•  It  is  the  duty  of  every  ordained  minister,  licentiate  and  lay-dele¬ 
gate  of  every  Synod,  not  only  to  observe  the  provisions  of  this  consti¬ 
tution  himself ;  but  also,  as  far  as  is  in  his  power,  see  that  it  is  obeyed 
by  all  connected  with  it. 

Ordained  Ministers  and  Licentiates  or  Candidates. 

II.  It  is  recommended  to  every  ordained  minister  and  licentiate,  to 
aid  in  circulating  among  the  members  of  his  charge,  the  books  proposed 
by  the  Synod  and  General  Synod  for  use. 

III.  No  minister  or  licentiate  shall  interfere  with  the  congregations 
of  another,  by  preaching  or  performing  other  ministerial  duties  in  them, 
except  by  his  request  or  consent,  if  present  ;  nor  in  his  absence,  if  he 
have  reason  to  think  that  any  evil  would  result  to  said  church. 

IV.  Any  minister  or  licentiate  in  good  standing,  who  removes  from 
the  bounds  of  one  Synod  into  those  of  another,  shall,  on  application 
to  the  President,  receive  a  certificate  under  his  signature,  of  his  hon¬ 
orable  dismission  ;  and  such  a  certificate,  shall  be  required  by  the 
Synod  into  which  he  removes,  when  he  applies  for  admission  into  it. 

V.  Every  ordained  minister  has  the  right  to  leave  his  charge  and 
remove  to  another  whenever  he  believes  it  his  duty  to  do  so  ;  yet  he 
must  give  the  President  timely  notice  of  his  intended  removal. 

VI.  A  licensed  candidate  shall  have  liberty  to  visit  vacant  congrega¬ 
tions.  either  upon  receiving  an  invitation  from  them,  or  upon  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  the  Synod  or  President. 

VII.  After  a  licentiate  has  a  stated  charge  he  shall  be  restricted  to  it, 
and  shall  not  resign  it.  without  the  consent  of  the  Ministerium,  or,  in 
its  recess,  of  the  President. 

VIII.  A  licentiate  has  power  to  perform  all  the  ministerial  functions 
during  the  time  specified  in  his  license. 

IX.  In  addition  to  the  obligations  of  ministers  specified  ch.  iii.  sec. 
1,  it  is  the  duty  of  licentiates  particularly  to  devote  all  their  leisure 
time  to  their  personal  improvement  and  knowledge  and  grace,  to  re¬ 
ceive  counsel  from  the  President,  and  to  apply  to  him  for  advice  in 
cases  of  difficulty. 

X.  Every  licentiate  must  keep  a  general  journal  of  his  ministerial 
acts,  which,  with  a  few  sermons  of  his  own  composition,  he  must  de¬ 
deliver,  or  send  annually  for  the  inspection  of  the  Ministerium. 

Lay-Delegates. 

XI.  Each  lay  delegate,  entitled  to  a  seat  by  this  Constitution;  shall 
have  equal  rights  with  the  ministers  in  all  business  belonging  to  the 


02 


Synod ;  that  is,  may  take  part  in  the  debates,  offer  resolutions  and 
vote  on  all  Synodical  questions. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

It  is  recommended,  that  the  transactions  of  the  Synod  be  conducted 
as  follows : 

I.  At  the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting,  the  members  present  shall 
assemble,  and  if  four  ordained  ministers  and  two  lay-delegates  be  pres¬ 
ent,  they  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

II.  The  President  shall  open  the  first  session  by  a  prayer,  after  the 
brethren  have  unitedly  sung  an  hymn.  And  every  session  of  the 
Synod  and  Ministerium  shall  be  opened  and  closed  with  prayer.  In 
the  absence  of  the  President,  the  first  prayer  shall  be  made  by  the 
Secretary,  and  if  he  also  be  absent  by  one  of  the  elder  minister 
present. 

III.  After  prayer  the  Secretary  shall  call  the  names  of  all  the  or¬ 
dained  ministers  and  licentiates  belonging  to  the  Synod,  and  note  the 
absentees. 

IV.  The  lay-delegates  shall  then  exhibit  the  certificates  of  their  ap¬ 
pointment,  and  their  names  be  registered  by  the  Secretary  as  members 
of  the  Synod. 

V.  The  President  shall  make  his  report  (Chap.  IX.  §.  IV.)  as  the 
last  official  act  of  his  office  and  then  inform  the  members,  that 

VI.  The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  is  now  to  be  attend¬ 
ed  to. 

VII.  Admission  of  delegates  or  ministers  from  other  ecclesiastical 
bodies  :  according  to  Chap.  VIII,  §.  XIV. 

VIII.  The  minutes  of  the  last  Synod  may  be  read. 

IX.  All  papers  intended  for  the  Synod  or  Ministerium  are  to  be  hand¬ 
ed  in,  and  verbal  notice  may  be  given  of  any  important  business  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  brought  before  the  Synod. 

X.  The  Secretary  shall  then  number  the  papers  as  arranged  by  the 
President,  after  which  they  shall  be  taken  up  and  discussed  before  the 
whole  house  in  numerical  order,  or  be  first  referred  to  committees, 
as  the  house  may  direct.  The  reports  of  committees,  may  be  heard 
and  acted  on  at  any  time,  and  the  intervals  filled  up  by  the  succeeding 
items. 

XI.  Each  minister  shall  be  called  on  by  the  Secretary  for  the  record 
of  persons  baptised  and  confirmed,  as  well  as  of  the  regular  commun- 
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ing  members  belonging  to  his  churches  (Chap.  IV.  §.  XL);  as  also  of 
the  number  of  schools. 

XII.  The  Treasurer’s  account  shall  be  heard. 

XIII.  The  number  of  vacant  congregations  be  inquired  into,  and  pro¬ 
vision  made  for  them. 

XIV.  Promiscuous  business. 

XV.  Election  of  delegates  to  the  general  Synod,  or  to  other  ec¬ 
clesiastical  bodies,  and  of  Directors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Gettysburgh. 

XVI.  Choice  of  the  time  and  place  for  the  next  meeting  of  Synod. 

XVII.  Dissolution  of  the  Synod,  and  annunciation  of  the  time  of 
the  ministerial  session. 

XVIII.  Should  the  President  or  Secretary  be  absent  at  the  proper 
time  for  opening  a  session,  the  members  present  may  elect  others  pro 
tempore. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

PROCESS  AGAINST  A  MINISTER. 

I.  As  the  honor  and  success  of  the  gospel  depend  very  much  on  the 
character  of  its  ministers,  every  Synod  ought  to  guard  with  the  ut¬ 
most  care  and  impartiality  the  conduct  of  its  members. 

II.  All  Christians  should  be  very  cautious  in  giving  credit  or  circu¬ 
lation  to  an  ill  report  of  any  man,  and  especially  of  a  minister  of  the 
gospel ;  if  any  man  knows  a  minister  to  be  guilty  of  a  private  cen¬ 
surable  fault,  he  should  warn  him  in  private.  If  this  prove  fruitless, 
he  should  apply  to  the  church-council,  who  shall  proceed  as  specified  in 
Chap.  III.  §.  V. 

III.  If  accusation  be  lodged  according  to  Chap.  III.  §.  V.  with  the 
President  within  four  months  of  the  time  of  the  next  Synodical  meeting, 
he  shall  defer  the  matter  to  said  meeting  ;  yet  if  the  charge  be  one  of 
drunkenness,  lewdness,  circulating  fundamental  errors  in  doctrine,  or  a 
higher  crime,  he  shall  immediately  direct  the  accused  to  suspend  all  his 
ministerial  duties  until  his  case  is  decided.  If  such  accusation  is  lodged 
with  the  President  at  an  earlier  date,  he  shall  if  the  charge  be  one  of 
drunkenness,  lewdness,  circulating  fundamental  error  in  doctrine  or 
higher  crime,  immediately  give  notice  to  all  the  members  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  district  to  which  the  accused  belongs,  to  meet  without  delay 
at  a  suitable  place,  and  institute  a  formal  investigation  of  the  case, 
according  to  the  principles  of  this  Formula.  The  Chairman  of  said 
Conference  district  shall  immediately  fix  the  time  and  place  of  the  meet- 
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ins?,  and  give  at  least  fifteen  days  notice  of  the  same  to  each  minister  in 
the  district,  and  also  to  the  parties  concerned. 

IV.  If  the  Synod  is  not  divided  into  Conference  Districts  the  Presi¬ 
dent  shall  appoint  a  committee  of  three  ordained  ministers,  shall  fix 
the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting  and  give  all  the  notices  as  above 
recpiired  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Conference  District. 

V.  Any  three  members  of  the  conference  or  of  the  committee  above 
named,  shall  have  pov/er  to  proceed  and  hold  a  fair  and  impartial  in¬ 
vestigation  of  the  case,  and  to  take  ail  such  measures  as  may  be  just 
and  necessary  to  determine  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 

VI-.  If  the  accused  confess,  and  the  matter  be  base  and  flagitious, 
such  as  drunkenness,  lewdness,  circulating  fundamental  error  in  doc¬ 
trine,  or  a  higher  crime,  however  penitent  he  may  be,  he  must  immedi¬ 
ately  be  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  his  office,  and  if  thought-  ex¬ 
pedient  a  time  be  appointed  for  him  publicly  to  confess  to  the  congrega¬ 
tion  and  the  world  his  guilt  and  penitance. 

VII.  If  a  minister,  accused  of  atrocious  crimes,  being  duly  notified 
refuses  to  attend  the  investigation,  he  shall  still  be  immediately  sus¬ 
pended  from  office. 

VIII.  If  the  accused  deny  the  charge,  and  yet  on  examination  of  the 
evidence  is  found  guilty  ;  the  Conference  or  Committee  shall  neverthe- 
less  proceed  to  pass  sentence  on  him. 

IX.  The  highest  punishment  which  can  be  inflicted  by  a  Special  Con¬ 
ference  or  Committee  appointed  as  above  specified,  is  suspension  from 
clerical  functions  ;  and  this  sentence  is  to  be  reported  to  the  next  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Synod  and  remains  in  force  until  reversed  by  the  Synod  or 
Ministerium  as  the  case  may  be. 

X.  Any  minister  intending  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  a  Confer¬ 
ence  or  Committee,  shall  give  notice  of  it  to  his  accusers  within  three 
weeks  of  the  time  when  the  decision  was  made  ;  that  both  parties  may 
be  prepared  for  a  new  trial. 

XI.  Special  Conferences  not  specially  convened  for  the  purpose,  may 
attend  to  any  charges  of  importance  against  a  minister  within  their 
bounds,  if  all  the  parties  concerned  are  prepared  and  willing  to  pro¬ 
ceed. 

XII.  If  at  any  time,  accusation  be  lodged  with  the  President,  ac¬ 
cording  to  chapter  III.  §  V.  for  a  less  crime  than;  those  above  specified 
§  III.  he  shall  take  no  other  steps  in  the  case  than  to  write  a  letter  to 
the  accused  and  accusers,  exhortim?  them  to  mutual  forbearance  and 
refering  them  to  the  next  Synod. 

XIII.  If  accusation  against  a  minister  be  made  immediately  to  the 
Synod,  and  the  Synod  believe  themselves  in  possession  of  all  the  evi- 
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dence  necessary  to  a  just  decision,  the  case  may  be  immediately  exa» 
mined  and  sentence  passed.  But  if  the  necessary  evidence  be  not  before 
them,  and  the  crime  be  such  as  is  specified  in  §  III,  they  shall  appoint 
a  meeting  of  the  Conference  to  which  the  accused  belongs,  or,  if  there 
be  no  Conference  district,  of  a  Committee  who  shall  proceed  as  above 
specified. 

XIV.  If  a  minister  be  found  guilty  of  drunkenness,  fundamental  he¬ 
resy,  lewdness,  or  higher  crimes,  his  sentence  of  suspension  shall  not 
be  removed  until  after  some  time  of  penitent,  humble  and  edifying  con¬ 
duct.  And  he  cannot  be  restored  by  any  judicatory  than  the  Synod,  or 
by  the  Ministerium,  if  his  case  was  one  of  fundamental  heresy. 

XV.  If  the  common  report  of  a  minister’s  guilt  of  any  of  the  charges 
above  specified,  be  such  as  seriously  to  injure  the  cause  of  religion, 
and  his  own  churches  do  not  proceed  against  him,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  any  other  minister  or  layman,  having  obtained  two  other  signatures 
of  credible  men,  to  report  the  case  to  the  President. 


CHAPTER  XIII* 

VACANT  CONGREGATIONS. 

I.  Vacant  congregations  which  cannot  be  immediately  supplied  with 
a  minister,  are  advised  to  assemble  on  the  Lord’s  day,  to  select  some 
member  of  the  church,  of  suitable  capacities  and  character,  to  conduct 
the  exercises,  and  engage  in  the  worship  of  God,  as  recommended  in 
Chap.  VII  ‘  §  1. 

II.  It  is  also  recommended,  that  at  these  meetings,  a  portion  of  the 
scriptures,  of  the  prayers  contained  in  the  Liturgy,  or  some  select  ser¬ 
mon,  such  as  are  approved  by  the  President  of  the  Synod,  be  read. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

OF  MISSIONS. 

As  the  blessed  Saviour  left  to  his  followers  the  command,  “Go  ye 
and  make  disciples  of  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  teaching  them  to  ob- 
perve  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you  ;*  the  Synods  shall 
regard  it  as  a  sacred  duty  to  adopt,  from  time  to  time,  such  measure* 
as  they  may  deem  best  calculated  to  execute  this  solemn  injunction. 


*  Matth.  xxviii.  19,  20. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

ELECTION  OF  DELEGATES  AND  DIRECTORS. 

The  election  of  Delegates  to  the  General  Synod  and  of  Directors  of 
the  Theological  Seminary  at  Gettysburgh,  shall  always  be  held  by  bal¬ 
lot,  and  a  licensed  candidate  shall  not  be  eligible  to  either  of  these  of¬ 
fices. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

SPECIAL  CONFERENCES. 

I.  It  is  earnestly  recommended  that  each  Synod  divide  itse.f  into  two 
or  more  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  special  conferences  ;  which 
may  be  held  either  on  a  week  day  or  sabbath. 

II.  It  is  desirable,  where  ministers  do  not  live  too  far  apart,  that  at 
least  two  Conferences  should  be  held  annually  in  each  district.  They 
ought  to  last  two  days,  and  the  chief  business  to  be  performed  at  them 
is  to  awaken  and  convert  sinners,  and  to  edify  believers  by  close  practi¬ 
cal  preaching  of  the  gospel. 

III.  The  state  of  religion  in  the  churches  of  the  district  ought  to  be 
inquired  into,  and  at  least  an  hour  be  spent  by  the  Conference  alone  in 
conversation  on  the  subjects  relating  to  pastoral  experience. 

IV.  These  districts  ought  to  contain  between  five  and  ten  ministers, 
and  when  the  number  becomes  greater,  a  new  district  ought  to  be 
formed. 

V.  These  Conferences  ought  to  be  held  alternately,  in  some  congre¬ 
gation  of  each  minister  and  licentiate  belonging  to  the  district. 

VI.  Special  Conferences  may  examine  into  any  business  of  congre¬ 
gations,  which  is  regularly  referred  to  them,  and  give  their  advice ; 
but  no  Conference  shall,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  perform  any  busi¬ 
ness  connected  with  the  licensure  or  ordination  of  candidates  for  the 
ministry. 

VII.  Lay-delegates  may  also  be  sent  to  these  Conferences,  under 
the  same  regulations  as  to  Synods,  if  it  is  thought  advisable  by  the 
Synod. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 
ministerial  session. 

I.  The  clergy  shall  then  hold  a  meeting  consisting  exclusively  of 
scripture  elders,  that  is  preachers,*  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to 


*  Acts  xx.  17,  28. 
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those  duties  which  Christ  and  his  apostles  enjoined  upon  them  alone, 
viz  :  examination,  licensure,  and  ordination  of  candidates  for  the  minis¬ 
try.  This  meeting  is  called  the  Ministerium  or  Presbytery,!  by  which 
in  scripture  is  meant  ministers  alone. 

II.  Licensed  candidates  may  be  present  at  the  Ministerial  meeting, 
unless  requested  to  withdraw,  and  may  take  part  in  the  discussions 
but  have  no  vote. 

III.  The  Ministerium  shall  also  be  the  proper  body,  by  whom  all 
charges  of  heresy  against  a  minister,  are  to  be  examined  and  decided  ; 
as  also  all  appeals  from  the  decision  of  a  church-council  on  a  charge  of 
heresy  against  a  layman,  or  from  the  decision  of  a  Special  Conference 
on  a  similar  charge  against  a  minister. 

IV.  When  ordained  ministers  of  other  religious  denominations, 
make  application  for  admission  into  connexion  with  a  Synod,  the  M  n- 
isterium  shall  be  the  body  to  decide  on  the  case. 

V.  A  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  ordained  ministers  shall  be  re¬ 
quired,  either  for  the  licensure  of  an  applicant  as  well  as  the  renewal  of 
his  license,  or  the  ordination  of  a  licensed  candidate,  or  the  admission 
of  an  ordained  minister  of  another  denomination. 

VI.  No  minister  or  licentiate,  coming  from  a  foreign  country,  shall 
be  received  as  a  member  of  any  Synod,  until  after  a  residence  of  two 
years  in  this  country,  and  unexceptionable  deportment  during  that 
time.  Excepting  only,  that  if  an  ordained  minister  comes  well  recom¬ 
mended  for  piety  and  learning,  by  a  Consistorium,  or  a  number  of  indi¬ 
viduals,  known  to  the  Ministerium  as  orthodox  and  evangelical,  and  if 
the  Ministerium  believe  that  they  can  safely  confide  in  the  testimonials, 
they  may  receive  him  for  twelve  months,  after  which  the  vote  for  his 
permanent  reception  as  a  regular  member  shall  be  taken,  and  the  case 
decided  according  to  §  V. 

VII.  All  business  not  specifically  entrusted  to  the  Ministerium  in 
this  Formula,  shall  belong  to  the  Synod. 

VIII.  The  order  of  business  in  the  Ministerium  may  be  as  follows  : 

1.  After  the  session  has  been  opened  with  prayer,  the  President  shall 
communicate  any  business  which  he  may  have  to  report  or  propose. 

2.  The  licentiates  shall  hand  in  their  licenses,  sermons,  and  journals, 
which  ought  if  possible  to  be  read  by  the  licentiate  before  the  whole 
body.  If  want  of  time  renders  this  inconvenient,  committees  ought 
then  to  be  appointed  to  examine  and  report  on  them. 

3.  Applicants  for  licensure  are  examined. 

4.  After  the  examination  of  the  applicants,  and  of  the  sermons  and 
journals  of  licentiates,  the  applicants  and  licentiates  may  be  desired  to 


t  1  Tim.  ir.  14. 
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withdraw,  and  the  question  of  their  licensure  and  renewal  of  license  or 
ordination,  be  discussed  and  decided,. 

5.  The  licensure  and  ordination  may  be  performed  either  in  the 
Ministerium,  or  at  an  appointed  hour,  before  a  promiscuous  assembly. 

6.  Promiscuous  matters  relative  to  Ministerial  business  may  then  be 
attended  to. 

7.  Some  time  shall  then  be  spent  in  conversation  on  pastoral  expe¬ 
rience. 

8.  The  session  closed,  as  directed  Ch.  XI,  §  2. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

EXAMINATION  AND  LICENSURE  OF  CANDIDATES. 

I.  The  examination  shall  be  conducted  by  an  examining  committee- 
of  two  or  more  ordained  ministers,  appointed  for  the  purpose  at  the 
meeting  of  the  previous  year,  or  by  a  committee  appointed  at  the  time. 
As  these  examinations  may  be  highly  interesting  and  useful  to  the 
whole  Ministerium,  and  will  be  more  faithfully  performed  if  public,  it 
is  earnestly  recommended  that  they  be  performed  before  the  whole 
body. 

II.  After  the  examination  by  the  committee  is  ended,  every  member 
of  the  Ministerium  has  the  right  to  ask  the  applicant  any  additional 
questions. 

III.  The  examination  shall  embrace  at  least  the  following  subjects, 
viz  :  personal  piety  and  the  motives  of  the  applicant  for  seeking  the 
holy  office,  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  scriptures,  the  evidences  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  natural  and  revealed  theology,  church  history,  pastoral  theolo¬ 
gy,  the  rules  of  sermonizing,  and  church  government. 

IV.  No  Ministerium  shall,  in  any  case  whatever,  license  an  individu¬ 
al  whom  they  do  not  believe  to  be  hopefully  pious.  Nor  shall  any  ap¬ 
plicant,  extraordinary  cases  excepted,  be  licensed,  whom  the  Ministe¬ 
rium  do  not  find  possessed  of  a  competent  acquaintance  with  the  sub¬ 
jects  named  in  §  III,  the  Hebrew  language  alone  excepted. 

V.  The  ceremony  of  licensure  shall  be  performed  as  follows,  viz :  after 
an  address  from  the  President  as  prescribed  in  the  Liturgy,  he  shall 
read  the  duties  and  privileges  of  licentiates  in  Chap.  X,  §  VI — X.  and 
then  propose  to  him  the  following  questions  : 

1.  Do  you  believe  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  to 
be  the  woTd  of  God  and  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice!* 

2,  Do  you  believe  that  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  word  of  God 


*  2  Tim  iii.  16.  Eph.  ii.  20. 
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are  taught  in  a  manner  substantially  correct  in  the  doctrinal  articles  of 
the  Augsburgh  Confession?* 

S.  Do  you  promise,  by  the  aid  of  God,  faithfully  to  perform  all  the 
duties  enjoined  on  you  in  this  Formula,  and  to  submit  yourself  to  its 
rules  of  government  and  discipline,  so  long  as  you  remain  a  member  of 
a  Lutheran  Synod  ?f 

VI.  These  questions  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  President 
offers  up  a  suitable  prayer,  delivers  him  his  license,  and  concludes  w  ith 
a  short  address,  as  directed  in  the  Liturgy. 

VIJ,  All  licenses  shall  extend  to  the  time  of  the  next  annual  meeting 
of  the  Ministerium,  and  shall  be  renewed  as  a  matter  of  course,  whether 
the  licentiate  be  present  or  not,  unless  satisfactory  reasons  are  known 
to  the  Ministerium,  which  render  a  renewal  inexpedient.  And  if  for 
any  reason,  no  meeting  be  held  at  the  appointed  time,  the  licenses 
granted  by  said  Ministerium  shall  remain  in  force,  until  revoked  at  a 
subsequent  meeting. 

VIII.  If  a  licentiate,  after  sometime  of  probation,  does,  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  Ministerium,  prove  Jjimself  unqualified  for  the  duties  of  the 
.ministry,  his  license  shall  be  withdrawn. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

ORDINATION. 

I.  Whenever  the  Ministerium  has  decided  that  an  individual  shall  be 
ordained,  the  ceremony  may  be  performed,  either  at  the  time  by  the  as¬ 
sembled  Ministerium,  or  if  preferred,  in  the  church  by  which  he  has 
been  called,  by  the  Special  Conference,  or  by  a  Committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose  by  the  President. 

II.  The  Ceremony  of  ordination,  wherever  performed,  shall  be  as 
follows  :  viz. 

1.  A  sermon  shall  be  preached  by  a  person  previously  appointed,  on 
the  nature,  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  ministerial  office. 

2.  The  President  of  the  Ministerium,  or  Chairman  of  the  Conference 
or  Committee,  shall  then,  after  a  short  address,  such  as  is  contained  in 
the  Liturgy,  propose  to  the  candidate  the  following  questions  : 

1.  Do  you  believe  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  tq 
be  the  word  of  God,  and  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice  ? 

2.  Do  you  believe  that  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  word  of  God, 
are  taught  in  a  manner  substantially  correct,  in  the  doctrinal  articles  of 
the  Augsburgh  Confession  ? 


*'Tim.  i.  13. 
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S.  Do  you  promise,  by  the  aid  of  God,  faithfully  to  perform  all  the 
duties  enjoined  on  you  in  this  Formula,  and  to  submit  yourself  to  its 
rules  of  Government  and  Discipline,  so  long  as  you  remain  a  member 
of  any  Lutheran  Synod  ? 

4.  Do  you  believe  that  in  seeking  the  ministerial  office  you  are  influ¬ 
enced  by  a  sincere  love  to  God  your  Saviour,  and  desire  to  promote  his 
glory  in  the  welfare  of  men. 

5.  Do  you  promise  faithfully  and  zealously  to  preach  the  truths  of 
the  gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  as  contained  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures? 

6.  These  questions  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  candidate 
shall  kneel  down,  when  the  President  or  presiding  minister,  shall  ordain 
him  after  the  apostolic  example  by  prayer  *  and  the  laying  on  of  hands 
of  the  ministry  f  i.  e.  presbytery.  The  candidate  shall  then  rise,  and 
the  officiating  minister,  and  after  him  the  ordained  ministers  present 
shall  take  him  by  the  right  hand  and  welcome  him  to  take  part  in  the 
ministry  with  them.  J  (The  ceremonies  may  then  be  concluded  by  the 
benediction.  But  if  the  ordination  was  performed  in  a  church  to  which 
he  is  called,  the  presiding  minister  shall  proceed  without  any  interrup¬ 
tion  with  the  ceremonies  of  installation.) 


CHAPTER  XX. 

INSTALLATION. 

I.  He  shall  then  propose  to  the  minister  just  ordained,  this  question  : 
viz. 

Are  you  willing  to  take  charge  of  this  congregation,  and  do  you 
promise,  by  the  grace  of  God,  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a 
Christian  pastor  to  them. 

II.  This  question  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  President 
shall  ask  the  congreo-ation  : 

Do  you  desire  to  receive - as  the  regular  pastor  of  your  church 

(or  churches,)  to  which  you  have  given  him  a  call?  And  do  you 
promise  faithfully  to  discharge  towards  him  the  duties,  which  a  Chris¬ 
tian  congregation  owe  to  their  pastor  ? 

These  questions  being  answered  in  the  affirmative.  The  presiding 
minister  shall  solemnly  pronounce  the  individual  installed  to  be  the 
regular  pastor  of  said  charge  ;  and  conclude  with  the  benediction. 

III.  If  a  minister  already  ordained,  is  to  be  installed,  the  ceremony 
of  Installation  shall  be  preceded  by  a  sermon  on  the  relation  between  a 


*  Acts  xiii.  2,  3.  f  1  Tim.  iv.  14.  ^  Acts,  i.  25. 
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minister  and  the  people  of  his  charge,  or  on  some  other  suitable  subject, 
by  a  person  previously  appointed.  The  minister  shall  then  be  formally 
installed,  according  to  §  I.  II.  after  which,  a  charge  may  be  delivered 
by  a  minister  previously  appointed,  to  the  pastor  and  his  people  on  their 
respective  duties,  and  the  whole  be  closed  with  the  benediction. 


P.  S.  As  different  Synods  might  differ  in  opinion  relative  to  matters 
of  a  minor  nature,  so  many  particulars  only  as  are  necessary  to  general 
uniformity,  and  harmony  of  operation  among  the  churches,  were  in¬ 
troduced  into  this  Formula.  Each  Synod  adopting  this  Constitution, 
has  the  power  to  form  such  by-laws,  as  may  seem  proper  to  itself. 
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